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ERRATA 

In the Introduction. 

Page Vf Line t8, for meriotorious nzd meritorious. 
!• Til, ^— 9, for the read //fr^. 

x> — — lo and II from bottom, and if I ipight farther /« 
fuggeft, dele if and /p. 
xxix, — - laft, for *u;^if^ read ']phomi 

XXX, 1 5, read ^m</ before ivas condemned. 

xliy ■■■ ' lay from bottom, parlicularjy could before be de* 
disced. 

In the History. 

^age 4, Line la, from bottom, for /iiUr/f-«#r^ read /iiV(^*/0«r» 

la, — 9, for calender t read cedindar. 

15, — -^ 8, forkindt rtzd hind, 

30, ' I, ioT thought read ^. 

53, ^— 12, from bottom, for manaeuvers, rmd maneeuveren* 

56, — :- 5> dele /^a/. 

9g, _- 13, iniutthej, before nvould undertake, 
143, — 17, from bottom, forJ>er/i/led, re^dperj^, ' 

1 6 6, — 14, from bottom, dele ther. 
169, ■ 5, dele certainly. 

171, _. 10, for not rcBd ivant. 

117 > ir> ^9^ refufingt resid refufi^' _ ' 

jyS, — 4, infcrt />S,py, before i/r /^f 

^04, — — 12, from bottom, for that, read M^ur* 

In the Appendix. 

Page X, — 2, for bie, read /A^— line ^, for M/, read >!//—-* 
line 31, drle a, 
xvi," ' 13, for », read i«— line 17, dele that, before mr. Hay, 

xix, 18, for read, re^d dread. 

xxiii, 7, from bottom, for comittee, re^id committee, 

E11UMHS.ATION Plan, firft page, 6ih line, for <when, read where. 
a 3d Kne, for underated, read underrated. 

In the annexed Map of the county of Wexford, the boundaries of the 
b^oniet are omitted, at there sure no documents exunt, where they are 
prccife!/ afceftained. The trouble of making out a correal Map 
from the variety of materials that have been reforted to, has been very 
trouhlelome ; and as the Author has fpared no pains to give the beft 
'Map that has hitherto appeared of that county, he hopes that any ad- 
dition or improvement may be communioated to blip, wluf:h will be 
thaD^fully received and carefully attended to. 
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iKTRODtJCTIOK 



1 WOUL9 Adi oktBde MyMf on {rnbUc mendont 
ir^re I fiot twnttilf folicTtcd by noftieroiis and ref^ee- 
ubie MttHiSf (wh« bttc $Jt lerigth ptetailed) to givt « 
genaifit nccouAt of the tranfadiobs Jd the county of 
Wexford^ during the infiiiTeiStion^ in the year I79^» 
in order to counteraA the baleful eJBTeda of the partial 
detailafand hateful n^ifj^fefedtajtions^ wbkh batecoa-f 
f ribttted fo tAuth to revtv« aftd 6<»mUuie thofe loath* 
foftie ^ej^dice^ that haire^ fot eetttuties, difturbed and 
dUttaa^ k6Und, t% b tdiMiVed, ^h^ a fair tad im- 
l^ttia! ttttrnm* Iff cMffipatiAf tttou may operate as j| 
^lt4 to ' heal the wounds of aHiittbGiy ; for let tho 
Httdid f ^adef be of Whkt pbMcA piiAtiplts he my^ I 
tia fconfiderif he teufi be fenflblei IhKt no iidfa^tent of 
j^her of the eontencHbg psCitre^ ih t'his nnhlippy counk 
hff can in juftifitation feel hilpfelf Authorized to^erfi 
that hb Oi^h party IrM j^rfg^ly iii the right> and tht 
other egr^toufiy in th^ wrong } and yel there are*par- 
tizans to be found 61^ either iidCf end^vourii^g to maia« 
tAn that this is a^nally tht eafe* Bdt if thefe tea^ 
lots could be induced calmly to liAin to the melao'* 
/choly tales of eniarmity that can unfortunately be toI4 
of both parties^ they might be pr^ira9Ied upon to relax 
a little in their prejudices. If the fpirit Of ihtalerance 
md te^K|ti(Qif be ^ill held np> xto If ind cf focitA ittttt- 
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n INTRODUCt^Oir. 

courfe or harmony can cxift in Ireland. With a vicwy 
thereforej of eOiiblithing concords by {hewing from 
what has happened> that it will be of unrverfal advan* 
tageto forget thepaft>.and tocnltivate general amity in 
future, I hare undertaken the arduous talk of endea- 
Touriog to reconcile;, pointing out errors by a genuroe 
lelattoft of fa6ls> and I hope this may eventually pre^ 
Tail upon neighbours of all defcriptions to cheriOi the 
bleffings of union and mutual benevolence> which can- 
not fail of banifbing from their breads every rankling 
^eft> «nd moft prevent the poilibility of their ever 
4igain becoming the eafy tools of political fpecuIation> 
which unfortunately hitherto encouraged .hatred and 
Tariance> and ended in the niferabLe debility and de^- 
prcflipAof all* 

Did I know any other perfon willing and able t» 
give a more circumftantial account of what has fatallj 
liappened in the county of Wexford (which is the onljr 
part x>f Ireland I at prefent undertake to treat of) { 
would cheerfully refign my 'docnmems into his hands ; 
but as I have been moft peculiarly circumftanced^ 
as an eye-witne6 of many remarkable tranfadtoas^ 
the information cannot be fo well handed over# and 
might not be produced with fuch good cffcSt at fer 
•ond-hand. I conceivf it therefore neceflary to givf 
fome account of myfelfa as moft of my readers could 
not polSbly otherwife he fenfible of the many oppor- 
tunitiea I bad of being perfe£l)y informed of the ftatf 
^f the country, which certainly did not fall to th^ lot 
Qf many qther perfons. 

My family have been eftablifhed in Ireland fince thf 
Tcign of Henry the fecond, as my anceftor came over 
with Suongbowi and was allotted a ^glu's iliare f|f 

lands 
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t^nds in the fouthern part of the connty of Wexfordi 
"which his dcfccndants pof^^t^^ed until the revolution in 
Ire! and about the tnidcfle of the fcvcnteenth century,' 
when there was bat one eftate in the w'hok county^ ' # 

Itft unalienated by CrotnwelL My ancHlor had not ^ 'J 

the good fortune to be the perfon undiftutbcdi but he '| 

*c<juired a property in another part -of the county* ■ 

Tffhere his derfccndants have ever fince Tefided, Born 
of catholic parents^ and being reared in the principlei' 
of that religion, occafioned my banifhment at an early 
agCj for fome years from my native country, as my pa- 
rents wifhed to procure me a collegiate education in a- 
foreign land, to which the rank and re fpe^Si ability of 
my family entitled me, bnt whkrh the laws of ray conn- 
try denied me at home. After having purfued a conrfe "^^ 

of ftudy for feveral years in France and Germany, I 

returned to my native foiU fully fenlible «f iny civil 

degradation as acacholtcj and I therefore fought aM 

the legal and conftitutlonal means in my power in the 

jmrfuit of catholic emancipation. The liberality of t, 

the times contributed much to the relaxation of the 

penal laws, paJTcd from time to lime againft the catho* 

Iks of Ireland; and they were at length jndyced to 

hy their grievances at the foot of the throne, a^ the 

moft effeftual fource of redrefs. They were in part 

relieved J but many opprefllve caufes of complaint ft ill 

remained, and many modes of procuring their abolition^ 

were reforted to, A variotis train of circumftances oc-- 
'curred to produce the crrcnlar lettec of the fub^com- 

Snirtee of the catholics of Ireland -in 1792, and purfu-: 

am to its tenor, delegates for all the counties and prin-* 

dpal towns were chtiifcn to rcprercnt them in the ge^ 

Heral committee, I had the honour of being elefled ^ 

delegate for the county of Wexford, and I exerted my- 

felf in that (itaation with all the energy and ability in 
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piy pottt«r. Thf declaration adopted by the catholic 
^mmittee i^ Inarch ^92^ ^as fubfcribed by a muUi- 
t,M4e of figmif OTCSy 4od thofe of tlie couqty of WexfoM 
I waa inftnimcntal ^^ prpcvring. I attended my duty in 
%h^ general coiimiuee of ihe ciitboUcs of Ireland* wher4 
^petition to hi? maj^fty w^sfrani^d and flgned> in Noveoi^ 
l^r 1 7^2 { ap4 a y indication of the caufe of the catholica 
of Irf 1a4d> cO|»taiiuiitg an expafltipn of ibeir ob()^6ls and 
motivea^ was addled | a44 ^terward publifbed and 
wkbf nticatc4i in cofiiftq^ence of royal interpofitioni l^ 
^be ki^'a gracioya recommendation^ the parliament of 
Ireland, (whtcb ^im/o& Uiianimouily rej^ed a petiiioQ, 
qf the cathblica in 1^792) was induced confiderahly to 
ej^tend their pmilegesin 1793. I attended a fubfequent ' 
fleeting of khe general committee^ at which ao addreik 
qf gratiiudca fov faia gracious interpoG^ibn, was Y<Hed ta 
kis mi^fty> 4ndi a iit^ilair one ta the lord Ueutenanta^ 
«xpreffive of ^hfi earneft loyalty of the catholics* and 
Tcquefting the f^Jfli^er to be ^ranlmitteds ^a$ dravM. 
iip> approred of> and pefen^^ by deputation f Iqrd 
WeilmQr*l4Bd, 

Along with the repeal <^f th^^ipaoft odiou$ of the^^nal 
laws* a n(|w oath. %q be taken by the catholics to avowr 
their loyalty, 'was framed by parliament. AH the dc^ 
legates and a gteat oiimber of other catholic gentle- 
meiij anxious to avail themfelves of^he eaclieft oppoi^-> 
^unity of dirplayiog their gratitude for the i:iewly-i^- 
qutred privilegeS> and eager to fatisfy the public mind - 
as well as to C^ an example to the whole nation^^ attends 
^ in the court of kingVbenchi o^Satui^d^y the 19th of 
April, 1793^ where they tooj^ tbf oath and fubfcriibed, 
the fpectal deelaratipn prescribed to them ; ^d thi% 
Vas by the appointment oC lo?d chief juftiee Glonmeli^ 
pA whom a deputation fnm the gener^ (ppEumtJtee bad 
^rpt^oiii^ wa^ fox ^hat ji»Tjfop^^. 
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l^he mtglc of royalty, in earftcft^ ttcomt^mting 
•« ihtuftiomqf sS difcriptiafu cf jfuihp6lsy' bnviDg lately ' 
pfQVfd fo effectual ip aUeriog the coadudl of parlia* 
llieiii to tbt catholicsi the eieSion of •.AalUt of tb# 
kisg W10 voted as a monument tf catbtlic gntHitlfc i 
bm tluB along with othor honourable engagemeata 
idopted by the general eommittces was (Uj^rfeded by 
illiberal and calumnibus outcries raifed againft the con* 
dud and intentiona of the catholic body^ fo as to pre^ 
chide the |Kiffibilityjof carrying xvXo etfe£l the plan of 
ikbfcripttQn forfiaed for thefe pqrpofes. I was bow^ 
erer determined to proceed in the coonty of WexfolrdA 
but was at length obliged to give up the objed, iii con^ 
fequence of the baleful operation of party prejudice j; 
and thas did the Enemies of the catholics^ under tho 
malk of loyitlty> defeat the executicm of a projeS that 
would exhibit ihe eQndu6t of the catholics in a point of 
tiew too neriotorious for their wiflies* 

Very (erious diflurb^nces took place in i |i4rt of the 
county of Wexford, in the month of June 1793; bu| 
4h^y wjcre foon fuppreffed by the exertions of the 
ioant ry gentlemen, who fimrmed <^ an aflociatioo fot 
i« the prefervdtion of the peace." I conftantly al^ 
tended their meetings, and I believe it will be aUowed^ 
that my conduft and endeavpdra proved as d^edual af 
that of any other to reftore public tranquillity^^ 

In January 1795, while lord fitz- William was iric*^' 
vyjy I procured a great number of iignatures, to a pe* 
^itiott to paTliamept, from the catholics of the count); 
of W«xli(M>d9 and in the fame month I was oj^e of thoif 
^ha^ piefemed an addiejs from them to his excellenc](A 
Whea bis loidft^ip's recall wfs announced {Vo9^ tb^ 
lovemment of Ireland^ a m^ing of the frceholdert 

f See mr. Ri^lm^ caiUk«|f^ !a tpfendisi No. % 
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fltid other inhabUants of the county of Wexford Wat 
' convened on the 23d of March of the fame year, when 
a petition to Ms majefty was unanimpufly agreed to, 
and I was appointed one Of the delegates to prefent it 
tb tb« king. I had b«en as far as Dublin to take ihip 
for England, when it was thought ^dwfable to have 
the petition (ubfcribed by as many perfons as poffibIe» 
and while my brother delegates proc^ceded to London* 
I returned to the county of Wexford, and confidcring 
that I was the chofeh delegate of pTbtedants as well at 
of catholics, I. took the precaution of confulting the 
principal proteflant gentlemen of the county firft, to 
prevent the ppffibility of mifreprefentation, or of de- 
nominating my purfuit the bufinefs of party; and I was 
fo fuccefsful as to procure in the fpace of one wccki 
twenty-two thoufand two hundred and fifty-one iigna- 
tures to the petition, with which I then proceeded to 
London, and had the honour to prefent it, along with 
my brother delegates, to his majefty, at a public levee 
at St. James's, on the 2zd of April 1795 ; and we mc^ 
a mod gracious reception,^ 

I think it neceflary to mention that I wias invited iia 
the moft earned and flattering manner, to become a 
member of political focieties, both in England and 
Ireland ; but thefe invifations I declined, in confe- 
quence of a refolution which I had formed of never 
becoming a member of any political fociety whatfo- 
ever ; and to this I have ever fince moft ferupuloufly 
adhered. I propofed a plan for the enumeration pf the 
inhabitants of Ireland, to lord Fitz-William, which 
^ met with his ftrongeft approbation, and but for his re- 

call he would hav« patronized the undertaking, and 
done every thing in his power to facilitate its execution* 
I had this plan long in i^itation^ and waa induced to^ 

entex: 

f fite«ppciidixy No. ^ 
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INTRODUCTION. VJL 

enter on the buGnefs particuUrly from a jconfideration 
that by the cjuri^nt (latements the population of Ireland 
was vaftly under-rated^ Some years ago the eftablifhed 
clergy had made returns of the population of t heir fe vera! 
pariflie$» by order of government, and I had the cu- 
rioHty to enquire into the returns made of the popula- 
tion of the parifhcs in my own neighbour hood^ and 
thcfe I found really corre6l> according to the general 
mode of calculation^ but as my curiofity led me to 
number every indiv"^dual> I found them very defective 
as to the adual ftate of the popolatipa^ both in the 
total and comparative numbers* 

While in England on my delegation, this t>lan fov • 
eftimating the population of Ireland was feen at lord 
Fitz-William'Srby the right hon. Edmund Burke, who 
was thereby induced to do me the honour of foliciting 
my acquaintance; and after a minute invefligation of 
its nature and extent, he earneftly encouraged me to 
proceed, as he cpnfidcred it would be produAive of 
the greatefl poffible benefit to Ireland. Backed by the 
authority and flattering opinion of fo much genius, and 
bndioned alfo by the countenance of lord Fitz-Williaai 
and a great number of other enlightened men in Eng- 
land, I was induced on my return to Ireland to ufe every 
exertion to put it forward, an^ met fuch encouragement 
from dignity and diftindion, that I fubmitted my plan 
to the infpeflion of the royal Irifli academy, who were 
much ple^fed with it as an eOential branch of a ftatif- 
tical enquiry which they had then in contemplation to 
promote. This produced the pleafing confequence to 
me of being pjopofcd to the academy by the prefent 
prefident, and I had the honour of being unanimoufly 
admitted a member of that learned and refpeflable 
body. Certainly had not the misfortune of the times 
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prevented my (ticctTs, thismuft hare bcw cOnftdefed IB 
boncmrable and remarkable an undertaking as any in- . 
dividual could have accomplifhed) and the nature of 
the enooarageaent I met with> induced me to print ft 
great number of copies^of the plan> and to procure a 
ftifficiency of ruled paper for writing out the returns 
ffom every part of Iielfnd; 4s in appendisr. I am 
thtui kd to publiih the whole plan> 01^ the pr^fent oct 
tafion, to Ihew the fallity of the prejudiced argumenta 
adduced by reference to a part ; efpccially as I con- 
teive that it wants only to be known to (Kew the fotl* 
lity of fuch arguments.^^Bot J have by no mean$ 
dropped the idea of bringing this fcheme to perfe6lion> 
ftor do I thiDk that my labours> even as fftt as 1 have 
proceeded) are not Hl^ely to be tifeful to my country ; 
for although I have not been able to go to the esttent 
fT6fo(cd, yet the terums which have been made to me^ 
«re fufficient to give a much more oettain account of 
the population of Ireland} th^n ^an be eolleA^d frotci 
uy dther ftatement thkt has appeared, ^I have been 
Hy6nt&d with authentic copies of all the documents oft 
which the late Mr. Bufhe grounded his return of the 
inhabitants of this country^ which has gained him fo 
much credit, and I can pofifively affirm that he was ndt 
in any degree poffeffed of foch various and detailed 
accounts^ as thofe> which on my plan^ hat^ beeft 
returned to me; and 1 ftall feel highly obliged to 
any porfon, who according to this fchemei ftiafl 
make me a return of one or more parifhes, through 
the country at latrge, or of a ftrcet or ftrects in any 
town or city, together with any remarks tending to 
ftew the encrcafe or decrcafe of population fince th« 
year 1 795. I fhall alfo feel extremely thankful to arty 
perfon> who at that period procecdcdin any degree on 
this planj for letting me have the rcfuU of jhat enqufiry, 

whethicF 



Digitized by 



Googk 



XNTROBUCTIOK. IX 

whctlicr TCturncd to me formerly or not ; as I Can the 
more readily compare the former and prefent accounts> 
on getting them together, than by the trouble of fearch* 
ing out the original returns. If it can be eftablifhed 
beyond a poflibility of doubt> |hat there are vaflly 
more inhabitanta in Ireland than they are at prefent 
fuppofed to be, (and this I have good reafon to believe 
IS the cafe) furely the national confequence mud be en- 
hanced, and our importance in the fcale of nations 
raifed ' in proportion ; and as I already feel a well- 
founded expeSation that I fhall be enabled to perfeft 
this dedrable objefl, I hope it will induce every real 
lover of his country to make me thofe returns, which 
the (implicity of the plan will enable any perfon to 
execute in his own neighbourhood ; and I truft I have 
already given fuch proofs of the fincerity of my in- 
tentions, as to entitle me to this information from any 
friend to the country, as it is felf-evident, that this plan 
does not in any degree partake of party-fpirit, but 
is merely concerned with general information. How 
can the wants of a nation be properly fupplied if the 
extent of its population be not accurately known ? 
or bow can the redundancy of one nation be applied 
to the benefit of another, where this important fact is 
not afcertained ? — For example's fake, the crops of Ire- 
land, in theyear 1 8oi, were fuppofed to be better able to 
fopply the wants of its inhabitants than thofe of Great- 
Britain were to fupply her own at that period. How 
-was it poffible to afcertain this but from furmife ? In Eng- 
land it was a meafure of parliamentary enquiry to 
afcertain the ftate of the population exa6lly : Why 
Ihould not the like policy obtain with refped to Ire- 
land ? — Surely, fince the union of both nations has 
been formed, Ireland is entitled to the fame advan- 
tages with England. In fhort, a knowledge of the real 
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ftate of an^ country rs of fuch material iii^portaneet(^ 
any one wilTiing ip promote its welfare j as to be cvidenC 
on firft contemplation^ fince witliout it conjcc^ore rmift 
fnpply t]ic place of ceitainfy> and fo perhaps occafion 
material error and confofion. As this obje6l lA of fuCh 
national confrqucncC) Ihope thy conntrymen will be 
kind enough to furmfh the means to render tne ablc> id 
I am willing, to make them acquainted with their real 
importance; a^d in proportion to the extent of doctt- 
ments will be tlie accuracy of the refult ; but I efleetn 
even a partial irtorn of fucli tftonient> that I earneflly 
Tcqueft no, pcrfon inclined to promote fo defirable aw 
object may withhold his particular information; fot 
fuch communication tnay in time occafion the entire 
flan to be brought to perfection; and as I mentioned 
before, it h aftonifhirrg how a few returns from difFer- 
ent parts of Ireland, according to this model, will con^ 
tribute to afceitain its true fl ate better than it has beert 
ever hitherto accotnpliflied. 

lalfo infert in my Appendix the flatiffical enquiry 
jSroptifeciby theRoyallrifh Academy, iti Tf^^y in hopes 
f hat it may produce me information from fome pariffe 
orparifhcs, diflridi, Xt2l& of country or town ; and iff 
Jnight further fuggeft the elucidation, improvenientor 
imendment of any particulars contained in the ftatiflicJil 
furveys of the differenr counties already pnblifhetl un*. 
dcr the panronngfe of the Dublin Society, as it would ht 
a confiderable improvement in rhe compilation of hnjr 
intended work, which according to the information I 
/eceive, fo I fhall be enabled ^ enhance the real 
importance of my country. 

In order to prevent all dlfappointment, and tofcctir^ 
the fftf^ ^nival and delivery gf fuch documents as I 
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mvf be favoured with, I beg leave to fubmit an expe- 
dicno which I think ncceflary to carry thii, Into efFeft 
iDtbebefi poifible manner. I would recomiDend to the 
perfoD or perfons concerned* to' perfe£l two documcnjuj 
completely alike, and of thefc one (liould be fent to 
ine» and ihould .iiny Occident occafion it to mUcarryi 
the remaining dupHcate would fupply its place> wiihouj 
further trouble. From the variou3 difappointments I 
qiet with on the former occaHonf I am led to requcft 
alfo that every one may take the fafcft mode of con- 
▼eyaBce in his power, to my printer, Jtlo. 6z, Abbeyr 
Areet, Dublin, where my addrefs may be known, or to 
fqme friend of his own in Dublin, wio may be pleafed to 
cpjjycy i: thither; and this will not only fecure, as much 
i^poQible, thp fa/e arrival of the (latement, but abridge 
the labour conlidjerably of fuch an arduous undertak- 
ing. If no account of delivery fliould be made in 
the firll ioAa^ce, lli^n more caution may be u(ed 19 
conveying the counterpart. 

PifFercnt motivjps of private cojncern induced me to 
i3cfoIve to quit Ireland, in the year 1 797, and to go tp 
refide io America, and this I purpofed to do as foon a^ 
the regulation of my affairs would permit me. I wa3 
moftly in the county of Wexford in the latter- end of 
1797^ an^ beginning of 4798; but my attendance ii;i 
Dublin was fometimes neceflary upon law bulinefsj- 
which 1 At length flattered myfelf I h^ad finally* got rid 
*Qf by compromife. In the lattey end of April there- 
fore I took leave of my friends, as my propofed fhort 
ftay in Ireland would ;K)t allow me the opportunity of 
feeing them again ; as I had detjcrmined to jgo immedi- 
ately to Eng-md, and from thence to America, In 
this projeft I was moft unhappily difappointed, as a 
pajct of the Ci^mpromife, which was, that my furniture 
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(hould be taken at a valuation^ was not complied with ; 
anc^I was therefore reluftantly obliged to remain in the 
country, until I could, as I thought, difpofe of them 
by auflion, which I advertifed would take place on 
Monday the. 28th of May. I am thus particular, to 
countcraft the malevolent infinuations of my enemies, 
and as it was this difappointment that occafioned my 
detention in the county of Wexford until the commence- 
ment of the difturbances ; by which I loft all my fur- 
niture, and all elfe that could be taken from me, except 
what I had on my back, and about my perfon. Had I 
any poiTible intimation of the calamities that enfued, I 
moll undoubtedly would have preferred fettling my 
property even at a lofe, and fecuring the value, to wait- 
ing to be detained againft my will in that unfortunate 
country ; and I would thus have efcaped enduring thofe 
fufFerings and perfecutions that afterward fell to my lot. 
The particulars of the fituation I was In previous to 
and at the breaking out of the infurreflion comes more 
properly in my general account, until the 28th of May 
I got onboard a fliip in Wexford harbour, and did all 
in my power to induce the captain to fall for England ; 
and on its being obje6led that there was not a fuffici- 
ency of provifions on board the Adventure, which was 
the name of the fhip, juft then arrived with a cargo 
of coals, I propofed we (hould (hift on boaid another 
veffel belonging to the fame proprietor, which had 
cleared out off the cuftom-houfe-quay laden with oats^ 
which I reprefen^ed would, in cafe of necelfity, fupply 
our wants during the paiTage ; but the low ftate of 
the ebbing tide and contrary winds prevented either of 
thefe fhips, both being heavily laden, from poffibly 
croffing the bar of Wexford harbour, which they could 
pot do but at high (idCf 
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"Frnftratcd in every ^i(h to leave the country, before 
and after the infunreSion broke out, what could I do 
but fubmit to my evil fate, and remain in a place de- 
livered up, and abandoned, bythofe who fhould have 
been its natural proteftors, to the mercy of an uncon- 
tioulable multitude ? My popularity in the country, 
and my intimacy with the greater number of its gentle- 
manly inhabitants, of whom many remained in Wex- 
ford, placed me in a very unenviable fituation. It 
made my friends imagine that I pofielTed a plenitude of 
power, and induced them to apply to me for proteflion 
from popular fury, either perfonally or through fome 
one of their family. I never hefitated, on thefe occa- 
fions, to rifque my own life to preferve that of others, 
and never heard or faw of any one in danger that I 
did not ufe every effort for their prefervation, IF 
greater expeilations were formed of me than what I 
could effefl:, I have to regret the limitation of my 
power. I mod folemnly declare, that during the in- 
function, I never omitted a fingle opportunity of be- 
ing as ferviceable as in my power, by adminiftering com- 
fort to the afflifted and diftreffed, or every affiftance I 
coold to thofe in danger. Some are found grateful enough 
to acknowledge the faft. There were three gentlemen 
apprehenfive I might refent former condud, but when 
misfortune intervened I threw away refentment. One 
of them had, upon previous occafion, treated me fo ill, 
diac I had determined to chaftife him to the utmoft of 
jny power; but they all now acknowledge that, for- 
getful of perfonal injury, I rifqued my life for the pre- 
fervation of theirs. My conduft during the infurrec- 
lion, as far as it is necefTary to be known, properly be- 
longs to the hiftory of the times ; and fo I (hall pro- 
feed to a relation of my perfecution and fufferings. 
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Lord KingiborougE aod bis officets conceived, theiH* 
Mrcs under fuch obligations to me> that at their ea«< 
treaty I lived in the Umc houfe with thctb, from tb^ 
farrepder of the town until the zgth of Junei Mvheo 
'they departed for Waterford., Being well aware of 
^talice and obloquy^ I conftantly expreflcd a defire» 
djaring their ftay, to be brought to triaU for any alle- 
gation that might be framed agalnft me; and I an 
now confideuti that bad it been pgilible to procure any 
proof agaiait met it would by no means be negle^d ; 
but this being impraflicablet even in fuch crazy timest 
other means of deep malignity were reforted to, and 
thcfe, as well as I am hitherto acquainted with them* I 
iball endeavour to defciibe. My former intention of 
going to America^ w;^ by no means leiTened but aug^ 
^ntedf by the fcenes W^ which I had fo recently been 
witnefs to in my native country. I accordingly perfifled 
ia my rc(blution» and was determined to get out of the 
country as fpecdily as poffiblc. The committee that 
bad been appointed by lieutenant general Lake> to a£l 
as a kiud of council to general Hunter^ then in com* 
mand in We;;cford> and to. grant paOTest bow began io 
praflife their malicious arts againft me> which they 
avoided before, being apprehenfive, if not well aware» 
thai their fchemes would be counterafled and defeate^, 
,if attempted to be put in execution, while the oflBqers* 
who were acquainted with my condufl, remained in 
Wexford. I received a note from the chairman of this 
committer (and it was delivered to me by one of the 
body, whom I then conlidered as my friend) dcfiring I 
would write to him^ Aating what I would wifh to bo 
\ done, and that my requeft would be taken into imme- 

diate coniideration. This induced me to write to them^ 
intimating the dcfire, J had fo often expreffed> of going 
to America^ adding, that I wilhed to fet off the next 
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day in otder to ftil irt a (l^iplhen in the harbour of 
buWin ; and this determination I would. In atl proba;- 
Mlity, have fince pat in execution^ bnt that I confidcted 
b might htve giren freer fad6lion to the calum* 
nies fo indoftrioudy raifed againft me. This confide- 
tttioa ha^ detained me in Ireland, as here I was the 
better enabled to vindicate my honour, and this, in*- 
deed, ay perfecutors have completely effefled, qciitt 
in contradiction to their inclinations and wiibcs* Thfc 
immediate conjtderaiion of the committee was, in confe- 
quebce of fremedharion to fend back the gentlcmaiit 
who brought me the note and took my anfwer, to «#*- 
nfl tot. This he did at my lodgings^ where I wa« 
publkly ktiown to be fince the infnrrcAion, and two 
yeomen wcrt there placed as a guard over me. Thi« 
^h6\t condtiA, from feveral drcumftance$ of which I 
have fince come to the knowledge, was certainly prtton" 
terted. Had I been fcnt to gaol, it wooW have been 
pTodnflive of a ttial by court- martial, and this «^s A 
benefit which they did not wifh to allow me, as they 
Were Well aware of the fenttments of the officers, whom 
I wonld hate fummoned back to Wexford; befides i 

foftie indivt€luab among them wete moft ungratefully 
induced to forward the vile proceedings againft me, at 
they were apprehenfive I might call on thein as wit- 
neffes, ivhet their loyalty may have been called in 
queftion, were they to do juftice to my condufl ; and 
h may alfo have been manifcfted, that whatever ho- 
nour feme of them now pofTefs, is owing to their taking 
my advice in preference to their own ; as if they 
tfcaped piking on the one fide, they may have been 
hart^edoh the other, and with much more jufticc than 
feveral who have forfeited their lives on the occafion. 
To tranfport me without further enquiry, was there- 
fore confidefcd more advifeable. Several, who had 
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been tried and fentenced to tranrportation? were taken 
on the 3d of July from the gaol and put on board a 
(loop which had been tVice condemned during the in- 
farre6lion> and which had funk within a foot of her 
deck» and was only pumped out that morning. After- 
ward a guard was fent to my lodgings, and I was 
marched down to the cuftom-houfe-quay» in the moft 
confpicuous manner, and put on board this horrid hulk> 
without any trial or further inveftigation ! ! ! 

Two (loops had been prepared as prifon-fliips during 
the infurreSion ; one of them, however, was immedi- 
ately condemned as unfit for that fervice^ and after- 
ward, on the occafion of lord Kidgfborough and his 
officers being put on board for a few hours, (he was 
again, on the infpedion of the butchers of Wexford, 
pronounced unfit for the reception of a pg. After this 
fecond condemnation the Lovely Kittyy (for fo this infer- 
nal Teflel was called) was hauled to one fide of the 
harbour, where from her leaky ftate ihe funk within a 
foot of her deck, and fo efcaped firing when the other 
floop which had been ufed as a prifon (hip was burned. 
This was the veflel the Wexford committee ordered to 
be their prifon-fhip ; and accordingly, on the 3d of 
July, (he was hauled into the channel, a little dry draw 
was (haken over that which had remained in her hold 
for a month before, and the prifoners then were fent on 
board. Otir walking on the fre(h litter foon made it 
as wet as the dung underneath, fo that it was impoffible 
to fit or lie without imbibing the moifture ; nor indeed 
\ could we have the comfort of refting againft her fides, 
as the planks were water-foaked, and the efFervcfcencc 
of putrid malt, accumulated betw«^en her timbers, was 
fo (Irong as even to turn filver black in our pockets in 
the courfc of a few hours. The ftcnch was befidea 
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ii)fHpportabIe> and there was Cnch an iiifeftation 
of rats, that Tome of the prifoners were bitten by 
them. The weather at the time was moftly warm^ 
and this raifed fuch an exhalation* that fmall as the 
veffel was, we could fcarcely fee each other from ei- 
ther end of the iold. If it rained, the deck was fo 
open> that it was impoflible, in any part of the fhip, 
to avoid being wetted ; and contrary to the ufual ftatci 
of leaky veflels> (where the bilge water is not ofFen-p 
five) we were nearly fuffocated while (lie was pumping. 
In our own defence we were obliged to be continually 
It the piimp, to prevent our being overflowed ; and 
though our laft occupation at night, we were always 
fummoned to the fame talk early every morning ; the 
water, by this time, having got above the doublcf 
flooring, a cautionary plan always ufed in veflels em- 
ployed in the tranfportarion of malt. 

Among the twenty-one doomed to this dreadful and 
loathfome confinement, (which I believe not to be pa- 
ralleled by any dungeon in the world) there were def- 
perate villains and fcums of the earth ; a circumftance 
more degrading and offenfive to a liberal mind thaii 
any other punifliment, when unable to avoid fuch in- 
tercoarfe, and this was the cafe aboard the Lovely Kittyi 
wiiofe burden was but about fifty tons. This aggravati- 
on was "Verily and avowedly intended by the mercilefs 
perfecutorsj for when one. of them was told»x)n his 
coming on board. Of our defperate fituation, / heari 
him aflert, that " we had no reafon tp complain; 
fince the vijfel had been fitted out hy the rebels Jhe was good 
enough for us I Our guards wer6 at firft feven yeomen 
of the Shiiroalier infantry, afterward called O^e's Loyal 
Blues. Thefe were relieved every twenty-four hours^ 
and indeed they were apparently humane. One of 
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ttf m was an apprentice to a carpenter who tifed to 
tvork at my father's, and offered to be partic^ularly kind 
to me. He promifed to bring me my bed, and tepre- 
fenced it would not become wet through in the courfe 
of the night, but that he would continne to dry it iii 
the day-time, in which he hoped to be affifted by ano- 
ther young man, his fellow-apprentice; and propoferf 
to arrange it fo as that they would every day mount 
guard alternately. He, however faid, that he could 
not afi without the permiffion of his captain, the right 
hon. George Ogle. With this gentleman I formerly 
ke{)t company, as our families were neighbours, and 
vifited each other. I therefore thought, as well as from 
the favourable opinion, which he before conftantly ex- 
prcfled of tncy that his prejudice or bigotry could not 
make him forget good manners fo far as not to anfwer 
a letter from me on fuch an occafion. I did of courfe 
addrefs him one, but certainly not in the ftrain of a pri- 
foner, which I knew I ought not to be, but, as one 
gentleman would write to another, giving *an account 
of my diftrcfling and unmerited fituation. This lctter> 
the right hon. GeorCe Ogle laid before the Wexford 
committee, and declared, that he would not permit 
any of his corps to go on fuch an errand. Of this I 
was informed hf a letter from the fecretary of the 
committee, which I preferve for the infpeflion of the 
Ctirious. It was intimated that, if I wanted my bed, 
the corAmittee would grant a pafs to any other meflen- 
ger I could piocure, to bring it to me; but this was 
impoflible at the time, as military law exifted in fuch 
rigour, and it M-as a great while afterwards before I 
could procure a bed to be brought to me. The good- 
natured yeoman who offered me his kind fervice, was 
checked by his captain for demeaning himfelf by (peak-* 
ing Co the prifoncrs, and he foon after quitted the 
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corps in difguft, and enrolled himfelf with a captaiqi 
more congenial to his difpofition and feelings. 

I appfied to general Hunter to be liberated under ^ 
general proclaHiation which he had publifhed, and he 
aiked the committee, by what authority I had been. at 
all confined. He was there informed, contrary to all 
truth, that I had petitioned for tranfportation ; and the 
anfwer I received from him in confequence of this mif- 
information was, that it exceeded his power to liberate 
me. I inftantly memorialed the general a fecond time^ 
Aatlng, that I had never the mod diftant idea of pe- 
titioning for tranfportation, and folicited enlargement 
or trial. Upon this the general again applied to the 
committee^ and they had the effrontery to repeat and 
infift on their former affertion, perfiRing in falfehoocj 
to fanflion their iniquitous proceeding. The general, 
not being as yet fenfible of the extent of their pei:fe- 
cuting fpirit, and naturally conceiving that the prin- 
cipal gentlemen of the county, who compofed the com- 
mittee, would not affert a lie, was induced to give them 
credence in preference to a prifoner ; but ftill, from 
the confideration of my ftatement, he advifed me to 
addrefs the lord lieutenant and that he v/ould forward 
it with bis ftrongeft recommendation. I accordingly 
did fo,- but, as mifreprefentation refpeiling me was 
praclifed in every quarter, to prevent a deteflion of the 
original villainy,.! had no better fucoefs then with hi§ 
excellency* 

I cannot omit mentioning a fellow-prifoner of mine; 
on this occafion. — Mafter James Lett, thirteen years 
old, (but little for his age) a near relative of mr. 
Bagnal Harvey, was a child of fuch undaunted fpirit 
and courage, th^t he manifeded ^ moft heroical difpo- 
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fition at the battles of Rofs and Fooks's-milU and was 
after the ihfurreflion taken upandputtogaoL He was 
threatened tq be banged if he did not fign a petition 
for tranfportation prefented to him as a great favour, 
and as a further inducement he was told, that he would 
be let go off with mr. Hay, (this intimation was figni- 
fied to mafter Lett before I was arrefted, or had written 
to the chairman of the Wexford committer, wJiich 
letter was their excufe for their premeditated fcheme to 
entrap me)'. The little hero figned the paper required, 
and on my being dropped down into the hold of 
the Lovely Kittys where he was before me, he clung 
to me and exclaimed, «* I don't care where I goy 
«« when I, am to he with you !" If nothing elfe was at- 
tracting in the child, furely in this inftance I could not 
i[)e infenfible to fuch pathetic feeling. Captain Keea 
of the royal navy hearing of this wonderful boy, 
aflced him, whether hewould be glad to go with him ? 
which, he confentcd to, and in a day or two after he 
was conducted by the captain on board the Chapman, 
and where I underftand he was intended for a midfliip- 
man. I rejoiced in the releafe of my little companion, 
but bad the mortification of feeing him brought in a 
few days back to the infernal prifonlhip !— His re- 
turn is faid to be occafioned by the reprefentations of 
the committee to captain Keen, << That he had no right 
to releafe any prifoner, as they claimed the exclu- 
five privilege ot the management of their frifoners / / /" 
Qn my removal to tbe gaol the child grieved immode- 
rately, which being made known to general Hunter, 
he was ordered to be fent to me. Notwithftanding 
many applications had been made for his releafe, they 
were counterafled through the reprefentations of the 
tommittee; and to the eternal fliame of thofe concert^- 
cd^*— ^r/Jw of diJUndion ww the promoters ! 

In 
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In January I799> a writ of habeas corfus wzs ob-. 
jaioed, and mafter Lett was brought by the fub-flierifF 
of the county of Wexford, froHi Wexford gaol to the 
court of kmg's-bench, in Dublin, and on enquiry for 
the prifoner he was held up on a man's arm, to the ut- 
ter afioniibment of lord Kil warden, and thus was pre- 
judicc fcouted out of the court by his liberation. This, 
I believe, unexampled cafe, took place in the prefence 
of a full attendance of the gentlemen of the bar, who 
had crowded to fee fuch a phenomenon, as from tht 
child's appearance it was thought he wanted the fuper-* 
intendance of a nurfe more than a gaoler* 

After a few days the Wexford yeomen infantry wert 
appointed to guard the prifon-fhip, and were r<(lri£led 
not to depart for twenty- four hours. .Among them 
were gentlemen of my acquaintance, from whofe fo« 
ciety I experienced much comfort in- my calamitous 
fituation ; but the loatbfome ftation of duty foon de^ 
prived me of this alleviation of fufFering. All thofe 
of the better fort rejefled the hateful fervice and paid 
fmartly for fubftitutes. The hirelings confidered fpi- 
rits (as the only fpecific againft contagion, and the u& 
of them did not improve the manners of the loweft 
defetiption of yeomen. Two of our guards diedi in 
confequence of ficknefs contrafled in this fervice, but 
none of the prifoners, although fome got dangeroufly 
ill. .^ , 

In confequence of the opinion of a moft eminent 
phyHcian in Dublin, that it would be more humane to 
order me to be fhot, than to leave me in fuch a fitua- 
tion, being made known (o generalXake, through ge- 
neral (now fir John) Craddock, he fent down orders to 
fn^uire mqr^ particularly into the ftafc of my cafe; 

and 
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and general Hunter accordingly fent do^tSlor Jacob to 
vifit me. The refult was> that after five weeks con- 

, finement) in fuch a ©anfion of wrctchednefs, I was 

Tcnrioved to the gaol ; but my health had become fo 

, impaired, that I much fear it may never be perfeBly 

re-eftablinied. Do6lor Jacob paid me two vifits : I 
paid him for his attendance and wifhed him to con- 
4 tinue ; but fuch was my lotj that however much I 

ftood in need of it, "I could not procure medical aifift- 
ance ! — In my own conception this neglefl was occa- 
fioned by a complaint of the hardfhip of my cafe to 
doctor Jacob, upon which he promifed to bring me ^ 
copy of wlat I had written to the committee, w^hich 
they alleged to be a petition for tranfi^cnation. He 
brought me an applicatinn of mine to general Hunter, 
which he faid was the only paper that he could fee or 
find relative to me; and he afterward avoided me, left 
in vifiting me he might let out any thing that fhould 

« lead to a deteftion of the fchemes of the committee 

I could not even afterward procure his attendance as a 
magiftratc, ondifcovering in the gaol of Wexford, jjic 
murderer of mr. Nowlan, of Greek-ftreet in Dublin, 
whence he had fled, but was apprehended as a ftranger 
not being able to give a good account of himfelf, and 
lodged in prifon. Apprehenfive that this man might 
be let out, I fent to do£lor Jacob, as mayor of Wex- 
ford, to ftate to him the reafons for his detention until 
I could get an anfwer of a letter I had written to 
Dublin, but do61or Jacob did not attend, yet fo right 
was I, that on my information, the man was ordered 

^ to Dublin, where he turned king's evidence againft his 

accomplices, who were accordingly brought to trial, 
condemned and executed. The fame reafon, I do fup- 
pofe, operated on the doflor, on this as well as former 
occalions; and had it not bcwen for the gaoler, who 

prevaile4 
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pTevailed on the military commander to detain this 
feIlow> who had been taken up only as a fufpicious 
ilranger> he might have efcaped. 

Brigade major Fitz-Gerald was fent to roe from 
general Hunter, to enquire particularly into my litua- 
tion, and I demonftrated it to him, from moft am hen- 
tic and convincing documents, in fuch a manner, that I 
can't convince the world of his conviflion of the ini- 
quitous pra£lice8 of the committee againft me, better 
than in his own words, in a letter written to me at a 
fubfeqnent period, which is infcrted in the Appendix, 
No. It. 

I prefented in all thirteen or fourteen memorials to 
be liberated or tried, but theaflive malevolence of mjr 
perfecutors prevented them from being attended to. 
In the month of January 1799, I made an Application 
to be removed to Dublin. A writ of habeas corpus 
was accordingly iffued from the court of king's benchs 
Ordering the fherifF of the county to bring me up, and 
a notice was ferved on the attorney general to come 
forward if he had any charge againft me. This was 
however fuperfeded by a fecretary's warrant being fent 
fo general Grofe, he detained me upon it, and, 
although I then became a ftate prifoner, I had none of 
the advantages or indulgences allowed people in that 
fituation> and of which, from my ftate of health, I 
flood in utmoft need. The fufpenfion of the habeas 
CORPUS a£l obliged me to put up with my fituation, and 
I mufl have remained a prifoner, God knows how K>ngf 
Lad not my perfecutors over-fhot their maik, by endea- 
vouring to fmuggle me off in a manner contrary to 
every law known or enabled in this country ; not reft- 
njg content with having me a ftate prifoner, from 

which 
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which (ituation I could not have extricated myfelfj if 
not enabled by their iniquity. 

The prifoners which had been firft tried by court- 
jnartial in Wexford* and fentenced to tranfportationi 
previous to the pafiing of the law that legalifed trial by 
<court-martiaU were held over till the fpring affizes of 
1 799. My name was returned in the erown book as 
under fentence of tranfportaiion, and I {hould have 
been fent off immediately after the aflizes, along with 
ail the reft of the profcribed> had I not made an appli- 
cation^ by letter> to judge Chamberlain, denying that 
I had ever been tried or petitioned for trahfportation ; 
and that, as he himfelf had granted a writ of habeas 
CORPUS* to have me removed to Dublin* the January 
before* I conlidered myfelf under his protection i and 
that of the court of king's bench ; and hoped that my 
(ituation* as unfortuni|te as unmerited> vtrhich I was 
ready to prove* would induce him not to fandtion any 
fentence of tranfportation againft me. Sty letter was 
delivered to him as he was going into court, and he 
held it in his band* while he publicly declared front 
the bench* that* *' although he did not ufually attend 
to private letters in his judicial capacity, yet he had re- 
ceived a letter from mr. Hay* a prifoner then confined 
in the gaol of Wexford* and that, if the contents of it 
were true* his (ituation mnh be deplorable indeed ; and 
be added, that if nothing appeared againft him* he 
would liberate him next day." The letter at the re- 
queft of the grand jury was delivered to them, and it 
.was now found abfolutely necelTary* for my detention^ 
to procure informations againft me. Accordingly a 
magiftrate came down to the gaol* and called for a 
noted informer, (Race condemned to be hanged for 
murderj but whofc fentence was commuted to tranfpor- 
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Nation for hi3 fcryices,) brought him into the gaoIer^s 
apartments) in an adjoining houre> called the bride* 
well, over Vfhich I was confined, and the cieling under 
me was fo bad, that lifiening with attention, I coulci 
hear a great deal of what paffed below ilairs. In fuch 
a fituation, it is natural to fuppqfe I availiid myfelf o^ 
tliis advantage, and could diflinflly hear the informer 
threatened to be hanged if he would not fwear ^gainft 
me ; and it was promifed that his lifq fhould be fpared 
if he would. Converfatioh followed now and then in 
a higher tone, to that I was able to und^rftand that the 
informer would not fwear to the examinations firft pro* 
pofed and brought ready written, in the^inagiflrate's 
own hand-writing, and ie now, out of fury and dif- 
appointment, tore them to pieced. Threats kowever 
at iaft prevailed on the murderef to (wear to othei^ 
examinations framed in a more palatable form againft 
me. The name of another gentleman I alio lieard 
mentioned ; but the point of fwearing againft him wa^ 
not infilled on. WHen the magiftrate departed, I 
alked to be let out to walk, and acco^ed the informed 
on meeting him, to know hdw it was potiible for hinii 
to fwear any thing againft me.^ He told me,, that as 
te had heard me fay I was not afraid of any thing that 
might be fworn againft me, he thought it no harm, as it 
^as to fave his own life ; and that certainly what h9 
had fworn could not affeft mine. After minutely relating; 
the ftory of his being fo obliged to fwear, (and whicH 
pcrfeiily coincided with what t was able to hear,) he 
put me in the way of getting the fcraps of the torn 
examinations, which I immediately fet about arranging, 
and have them now paflied together in regular order^ 
Its an exifting, incontrovertible proof of the fubor- 
nation, and unravelling the whole of the nefarious ploi 
fortaed againft me? as well as expofing the atrocious. 

d ' itU 
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deed of the mtgiftrate. This I meant to have proved 
on my triaU by producing the identical n)agiftratc> and 
putting the dociinlerit into his hand for avowal ; but 
xny lawyers would not fuffer me to pfroduce any evi- 
dence> when counfel for the trown gave up the profc- 
Cution ; otherwife . the public would have been in 
pofleflion of feveral tranfa^Siions in a far fuller manner 
than I can fet forth at pr^fcnt. — I was niri^ months 
Confined before any charge on oath was made agatnft 
me ; and thisy it muft be thought) was fufficienf iimt 
to bring forth any human conception^ and ought then 
io have naturally entitled me to a poliftcal deliver/. 

The gratnd jury hov^ found bills of indiSment againft 
iie for high treafon. There were feveral ladies and 
gentlemen at tea with me and fome of iay felfow-pri- 
^ners» (who were afterward honourably acquitted) in 
the evening) when a gentleman ^ame to vifit me» as 
£e hdd done feveral times before* and in the prefence 
hi the whole company* he declared that he had befri 
fiooked ui to prokcutc me. He mentioned* that while 
liftening to the trials in the cotirt-houfe* he was fum* 
isoned before the grand jury, where he was queftioned 
^lit aconverfation he had unguardedly held refpeding 
me, which if was re^refented as his dutyto fwearto, and 
ne was'Bound over to profecute. tfe however imagined 
that what he bad fworn could not injure riie, and hi 
then related fo us many other circumftances that com- 
pletely did away what he had fafid before the grand 
Jury, Several others alfo came and informed me, that 
o^on being fummoned and fwotn beford this tribunal* 
ihey wer€ afilced if they knew any thing concerning me 
daring the inforreflion ? and that they acknowledged 
niey did with gratitude, as I had faved their lives or 
jiifepertics* dr comforted them in one way or other 
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10 their affli^ipns. It ^as th^n put to them on their 
oaths whether I could dp fo without: haying great 
authority? But this they confidered I had not> as 
they decided that it wap for giving fheDn informatioi^ 
of jhcir danger, and adyifing them how to ^ft, thev 
were lndebt<?d to mc> and on dating that'they kneV 
nothing againft mc> they were difn^iffcd. — I was 
)>rougbt down tp the court- houre (o hp arraigned^ an4 
when thi^ indidment was read^ I declared myfiplf r^ady 
for trial upon getting a li(t of the witnefles to be pro*' 
duced agajnd me. This mr. juRice CbamberlaiQ 
ordered to be giv^n to me> bu| faid I (hopld no^ be triecj 
|hofe aflizes^ and would not liften to any argument | 
could urge) but inftan^ly ren[iand^d n^e bapk (o gaol. { 
iiave been infprmed^^^nd have good reafqn to believe^ 
"that my perfecutors r^prefent€;d V they had not enter- 
tained an idea that I (houk) not be tr^nfported> and 
were therefore totally unprepared' to proceed again(^ 
tne; and (hat what made me fo jiiixious to hurry on m^ 
trial was» that the evidence they had to producf^ 
{ij;ainft me was not ij} Wexford ; but that> againft the^ 
irnfuinf aSzesj they hoped %o be abl^ ^o conyift me ! !'^ 

SoB^e time after thls^ in the fummer of 17999 a dif- 
{inguiflxed gentleman of prop.^ty, ^nd ^pnfiant grand 
jpror of the county of TiTexfoxd^ n^ention^d publicly ii\ 
the canal paOage boat oi^hU wa^y to D.ublin> that '^. mr. 
|Iay wanted feveral iime3 to be tried by CQvt^r mar- ^ 
TiAL, whkh was fortjipately prevented^ as a mi m* 
7ARY Ti^iBUNA^ would pay top mfi|f' attention feo, 
tAOiES and o F 1^1 c Kits as wici|6$(s 'for mr. ^ay; but; 
tliat a WtxFOR]) juRt would not be fo fqueamifh. In 
was a providential circumft?ince that mr. Hay had bimfelC 
^eoianded axRiAX^, bt jy^T,p ^^^ would inevitably ' 
prove jTn/tf/^ tp him^ inftead of the Boo]w of trans- 
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*■ • ( ' ■ " . < ' ' 

ff poRTATiON intended for him." This apd m^^ny 
fuch declarations the afleriors are finpe afhamcd of. ' 

On all occalions that I poflibly c^n> I avoid mention- 
ing names, as I confidei* (everal have been led into error^ 
thro' PARTY PREJUDICE* whi'ch compliteeni I hope 
^ay fecure the concurrence of many gtentleinen in pro- 
.|noting UNION and harmony among all defcriptions 
of their countrymen. I regret tlie charafter of ant 
hiftorian obliges me to mention ' fomej however* on 
^ny part, free from iauiy intentioi^ oT pcrfonality or of- 
fence, bu( a corred ftateinent o^ fa6ls from authorities 
J deemed 'undeniable; however, Ihould t have been 
led into any involqntary error, ancl if any gentleman 
Ihouid thittk himfelf iiijurcd, I ihall be proud to be 
undeceived, and IhaU be happy on a^andid invefligation 
Jo do ample juftice to him, by declaring truth In the moff 
^onfpicuous manner; * Op Che, other hand, the times 
have been fuch, that I have omitted many at their own 
^equefl, whofe meritorious a£lions might be recorded to 
<heir honour, which' along with other unavoidable 
Grants may, when jprejudiCe is diffipatedi be publi{he4 
at a fut^r^ pojiod; »• • : * ' ' 

Six roagiftratcs of the county afterward^ formed 

themfelve^ i^nto an inquilitorial court, confifting of the 

i^ight bcJn. (George OotE, James Boyd, Ricuarp 

.NKWT<pN KiNp, Edward Perceval, Ebeniezeb^ 

.jfAco.B, M. ^). ^d -John Henr^ Lt^TEjL/efqrs. 

.They a^epabl^dat ^he houifipof Jai^Es Boyd, and fum- 

moned hundreds before them, whoip they fwore to giv^ 
. fuch information ^ they could concerning the rebellioij; 
.About fifty pcrfons have infprmed pie, that they were 
. principally ^eftioned concerning me ; and upoii thfcir 

^ckn9wl^jiDg that they ^crc indebted \o mefor lifi. 
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property, OTConfolation> as thp cafe may have been, 
they were ftri^ly queflioned, evidently with a view to 
criminate mci whether { could have done fo without 
great power or authority with the iufurgents ; but the 
confciences of thefe perfons on their oaths did not war- 
rant them to make fucfi a deduction • and on being fi« 
nally interrogated whether they knew any thing a|;ainft 
me and their anf^i^enng in the negative, they weredif- 
Qiifled. Thefe perfons alfq informed me, that they 
had he^rcf feveral others too declare, that they had 
been queftioned abovit n^, and even fome who had qo 
oerfonal knqvpledge of me whaffoever ; fo that I have 
nrong reafon to believe, that no means were left un- 
tried to criminate me. My conduct has certainly un* 
(lergone ftri6ler invefligation than that of any other 
perfon in Ireland, and fuch, as I believe, that of the 
mofi unexceptionable of my perfccutors wou]d not pafs 
(hrough unblemifhed; while mine is irreproachable 
in the utnioft degree, having patfcd with unimpcache^ 
honour the ord«al of the WtxFoiiD iNi^uisiTlONi 
yfc read oT nothing that has gone (uch lengths in fo- 
reign counjries.'^Even the inquiJIitors are by duty an4 
oath to feek' out all evidence as well for as againl^ 
their pnfopers { 

The fummer affizes. In 1799, began in Wexford on 
J^onday the Z4th of July, and being brought up that 
day to be arraigned, I was allied, whether I was ready 
tor triaf. This queftlon, I faid, I would anfwer when 
furnifhed witli a lijft of tlie witnefies to be produce^ 
againft me.^ This baron Smit*h, (now fir Michael 
Smith, mafterof the foils) the fitting judge ordered to 
be delivered to' me ; and it was fent to me that evening J 
hy mr. William Harvey, the agent for the crown. On 
reccijpt pf thl^I fcrit off fcveraj witncffes, which I had 

'" ' fummoned^ 
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fummoned» but fq^.whofe attendance I now conHderecl 
myfelf *o hayc no occj^on. At laft my lonc-wifhcd^ 
for trial came forward^ on *f luirfday the 27th 6t Joly* 
and although I was advifed that I might have availed 
ni}felf of the defeAivenffs of the indiftment in point 
'of (orm, anii although 1 migtit alfo have proteitcq 
»yfclf by ttic amneftjf aft, if ricceflaryj yet I difdained 
to adopt fuch fubterfgges, and declared myfelf ready 
to meet the whole of the charges a^gain^l me, Twq 
only, out of th^ four witnefiVs, named to me, were 
brought forward; but thejr crofs exan^ination com- 
bleteiy did J^'way any jhing injurious' that cfoul^ be in- 
terred from 'their direS teftimony. One of tliefe wa^ 
William, C^rty, the informer^ who afterward pleadea 

Juilty to ari'indiftmen| for mUrder, was condemned tol 
eath, which fentence,'in confider^tion of his fervices 
was coipmuted (or tranfportation to ' fibt^ny-bay ; znd[ 
although half ^hat he had fworn was falfe, and in- 
"^ented'to criminate me, yet in the event i| turned cut 
fo much to my' honour, that my counfel thought ic not 
neceflary ^o impeach bis credit, whicfi I w^ well pre- 
pared to. do, he beinjg the principal evidenc^ for thi^ 
(rown. Although it be obvioi^s to vnfer, tha^ furni,(h- 
ing me with a lift of the witn^jR^s, was a palpable con* 
fent to produc'e no others aga(inft me but thofe named 
therein^' yet 64 th^. (Sfaflpointi|^ent of the ^il^re in the 
evidence 6f the two ^rft, other witneSes, no^ named ij^ 
('he lifl^, wi^b which I was furmfliedi were produced ; 
Imd the oaoft matepal of ib^'iQ was fw^rn of the j^rf 
tfhe^ trying me ; ^cij^o tim I certainly would have 
objeded, had I aot been thrown off my guard by the 
trick iiraftif^d for th^ purpofe. I Mras therefor^ to- 
ptXly unprepared ^0 r^b^t or ^sqplain any evidence he 
juightoffer^ as, on receiving the li^> I had fent ofl^ 
l||rltn^%s wbojb tcj^mony w^uld We Ptrtlcularly 

l^rnQ 
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borne upon any thing he could allege. I muft how- 
ever, excufe counfellor 0*DrifcoI, the leading coiiqfel 
for the crown, from having any concern in this vile 
tfanfa^^ioHj as he moft honourably declared, that he 
was aftoniflied I had not been furniflied with this man^s 
name, as the purport of his evidence was fet forth iii 
his brief, \*^hich he held up and pointed to; however^ 
he faid duty obliged him to infill upon his being ex- 
amined, toT that although it was, the privilege of pri- 
foners accur<!d of high treafon in England, that no 
other witnefTes but thofe named in the lifts furnifhed^ 
fhould be produced againft th^m, yet the law did |iot 
entitle them to fuch an indulgence ih Ireland, ^ot- 
withftanding all thefe di fad vantages, I was honoura- 
bly acquitted. 6arori Smith decla^-ed in his charge, 
that I Ead undergone the moft virulent perrecutioni 
fhat my loyalty was unimpeachable, and that if the 
^ry attempted to 'find me guilty, as fome juries had 
afled contrary t6 law and juftice thole affizes in Wex- 
fcrd, I might ta^e advantage of the atflnefty bill, by 
moving arreft of judgment, and that I fliould be in- 
ftantly difttiarged, fo that they m?ght as well give Afe 
& once the acquittal 1 deferved. 

1 witked zboni the town publicly that evening, and 
^h the enfuing days until the judges and lawyers left 
Wexford on the conclufion of the affizes. On Satur- 
day evening, the 29th of July, however, general 
Grofe arreft ecT me in the ftreet, and g^vc me in cfiarge 
io the gaoler, then along with him. I remonftrated, 
but was informed by the general, that it was repre- 
fented to him, that he could uot leave me at liberty 
until he knew the lord lieutenant's pleafure, as the fe- 
cretary's warrant, by which I was before detained, had 
t'c^n dircfted to him. I urged my honourable ac- 

'quiital. 
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qaittaU which 'the gcncrtl iickii6wledgcdrbut ftill he 
would not leave me at liberty. I then requefted, that, 
if he^ confidered it lieceltary to detain me, he would 
make the town my prifon, and might conlide^ my ho- 
nour as his beft fecurity ; but that I would procure 
him any other fecurity he would require. This re- 
queft was not complied with, and t was cOndudled back 
to my former fituation in the gaol, and lodged there 
without any kind of indulgence above any other pn- 
foner. After a lapfe of four days, however, the ge- 
neral permitted me to walk out, followed by a military 
ferjeant. A near relation of mine, on my arrefi, fet 
off for Waterford, where the aftonifhment of all the 
gentlemen of the Leinfter bar was excited^ upon hear- 
ing of my apprehenfion, after fuch an acquittal as that 
of which they had been witneltes, particularly counfellor 
O'Drifcol, the leading counfel for the crown oh my trial, 
who offered to prove and fubftantiate my honourable 
iicquittal in any manner that my lawyers might fug- 
g^, A memorial to the lord lieutenant was now 
framed in my behalf, referring to baron, (now fir Mi- 
chael Smith, mafter of the rolls) and to justice Cham- 
Derlain,' for the truth of its contents; and praying 
that no reference fhould be made to the Wexford gen- 
try, who had already alleged fo many falfehoods 
againft me, but to any liberal man, of independent 
mind, at all acquainted with the circumflances of my 
cafe. This memorial was prefented to his excellency 
marquis Cornwall is, by the earl of Donough- 
MO^E,^ at whofe refidence.he was then on a vifll. The 
confequence was, that orders were immediately fent to 
general Grofe to liberate me; and I was then releafeci 
froto a confinement altogether of thirteen months. 

I went' 



Digitized by 



Googk 



1 went to feoglflind in November 1799^ and remained 
there until the month of Febryary i8oo. Four days 
after my arrival in Ireland^ a forged letter was written 
in my name to ddSor Jacobs in fo uiigenllemanly a 
ilile as I hope I (hall nev^r be guilty of> againft the 
mcafure bf the union. This letter was alfo one of 
the dark contrivances of my perfecutprs> (\^ho have 
never come forward againft me in an open or inanly 
manner^) and was evidently fabricated in order to get 
me cQnfined> and this I fortunately difcovered time 
enough to prevent its execution. A member of parlia- 
ment) belonging to a ftrong party in favour of the 
t7NiON> luckily for me> drahk a little more than ordi- 
nary> and declared that be underftood I h^d fpent 
Ibme time in Bngland^ where I had paid vilits to no* 
blemen of the firft di(!ihdion> and had concerted plans 
againft the tin ion. Thefe fentiments of oppofltion I 
had luckily difcovered in a letter to doAor Jacob> but 
that I Oiould be taken care of and fecured ; that cer* 
tainly lAy talent for procuring fignature^ cduld not be 
denied) biit that I (^oiild have no opportunity df exert* 
ing it> as I fliould be taken up io prevent the danger to^ 
be apprehended frotoi Iny oppofttion in the cOuhty of 
Wexford. This plot I had the ^ood fortune to dif- 
cover^ as the Information was conveyed to me In^ith all 
the anxiety of frieiidfhip> and I found it to be but too 
true. My objeft then was to wait od perforts of dif- 
tinAion> well acquainted with my determination > as d 
caihcliCi not iointerfere ahimt the uNt ON> and I Iras pro. 
mifed their utmoft intereft and prote£li6n> ftibuld any 
finifter mtafure againft me be attempted; Without this 
precaution, againft an iiitencted blow, of which my 
friend got intelligence by mere accident, I fhould hate 
been taken up and confined without knowing why or 
wherefore; as it was touching government at the 
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time, in the tenderefli pointy and had the tppeartac^ of 
seal for tlfte union iinrfcr the tnafk of thd bafeft knp6^ 
fiiion. I now wrort to doAor Jacob to fend me the 
letter, that it might eMble me to find out its author^ 
but was not favoured with an anfwer, although I bad 
learned that the do6^0T had declared, that I did not 
write the letter, which I beliere be perfe^Hy knew os 
receiving it. An officer, who was ar friend of miQe^ 
was going down to the fpring affizer of Wexford, itt 
April, 1800, and I commiflioned him to waft on the 
doflor, to let him know, tljat if he wotrld not pT<r- 
duce the letter, I (hould confider him as its authbi^ wttd 
treat hfm accordingly. In confequence of this, the 
do£tor condefcended to write to me, excuflng himfelf 
for not having anfwered my letters fooncr, n^t being 
able to find the forgery, which he then enclofed %9 
ttie ; the author I have not yet been able to difeovcr.^ 

1f*his is a cmrious fpecimen of party-prejudice, 
irhofe who bad in^uence could Have any one for 
ikh&m they entertained a perfonal diflike, taken upoir 
ih# feor6 of pttbltfc jtdiice ; Md too many ioftances of 
iht kind occurred, fuggefted by private malice. The 
cir^umffance of my difcovering this letter in lime wap 
rafthe'r forti^niate, aa it fecured me powerful fupport iir 
tzift of any future attempt. The times were fuchy 
however, that I confidered it bietter to be peculiarly 
eaatious and circomfpe^^, to prevent the poifibility of 
iiy adioBs bekig mtfreprefeiHed ; and I evca thought 

ALLOW me t6 ackdovrfcd^e the favoiir of tW tetters froita you on the 
fbbjed of one which I fome time (ince received from t>ublin, to vhicb 
]four name was, at I am conviocetl, forged ; if 1 could foOncr found the foiv 
^rj, I (bottld bavt imtnediately, according to yoar defire, encldffed it tV 
/ott. I am, fir» 

jtpril 20, 1800. Your obcditat hambte fervanf^ < 

iTo' EDWARD HAY, cfq. EBE^T. JACOB 
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k pnfdaK to overlook many tbiags which I Ihould 
havte pioper]y noticed at any #tlier period ; but as I 
bad dreadful e;i:perience of the hardihip of confine* 
watnu I was not willing to rifque again being in the 
bme prcdi£amenr# abbcmgh I could defy the utmoft 
Bsalice of «y enemies^ if they would dare openly to 
avow themfel^ea; but during th^ ftrfpenfion of the 
hsheas carpus tL& no man could be fecure from the ran- 
cour of partyz-fpirit^ which I fear k will AjU take much 
time to allay# before nnmbers are brought back to 
their fober fenfes. I have had conftant opportunities 
of obferving the baleful efiej^F of being led away by 
party.— 4 have known ^en^ whom I believe to be na^ 
tarally well inclined^ if their difpofitions were no£ 
warped by the virulence of fuch companions^ as they 
fhink it aeoefiaiy to aflbciate with, left their loyalty 
may be otherwife impeached, join in ^£ls of ontrage 
and excefs ; varying their comki^t according to the 
temper of their affociates, or the circumftances that 
may occur> and condefcending> now and again, to 
fpeak only to individuals whom it was happy for theo^ 
to meet in the hoar of misfortune, and to Whom they 
owe any fhare of charader they ftill retain ; but fo loft 
to all ienfe of gratitnde, thajt the mere coadefcenfion of 
faking is never exhibited in the prefence of certain 
individuals^ or where th^ere may be any pof&bility of 
lis being obferyed by fuch charaSers* As for myfelf 
I was fo cahimntated and reviled during my eonfine* 
mentf when I had not the power of eoantera£lion, that 
evil rnmour wrought fe mncfa on fome of my former 
iKrquaintance 4s, to occafion their aflkming the appear- 
ance of not knowing me ; but I was eveii with them i|i 
pitying their pufillanimity and Kttlenefa. I was We^l 
prepared for fuch occarrences, and I have made it aq 
iavaxj^Ue r^le wi|h Inyfelf, not to appeu: to kooir 
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^ny former acquaintances^ until firft known by theip ; 
confidering that my mi^rtunes entitle me to the firft 
compliment ; and fqmc haye after a time returned to 
former civility, and excufed themfelves on being un- 
deceived, as having been mifled by falfe information^ ■. 
Indeed the fpirit of mistaken loyalty was fo zea- 
lous, that it induced many to fabricate lies which re- 
quired numberlefs others to fupport them; nay, the; 
public mind was fo led aftray, that truth itfelf, by vi^- 
xious mifconftruSions, was perverted into abfolute: 
falfehood. I remember on my firft coming to Dublin 
after my acquittal, that feveral perfona told me, hoyr 
diftrelling it was to them to hear many falfehoods re- 
lated of particular inftances of which they bad them-* 
felves been witnelTes, but which their timidity pre- 
vented them from contradi£ling. On my mentioning 
that I would not a£t in a manner that might fan£^ion 
lalfehood, by remaining filent in the prefence of its 
known aflertors, I was entreated not to give them ats 
authority. 

I have afterward chanced to fall into company with 
thefe retailers of fabricated reports, and on my men- 
tioning fads as they happened, but which I wasin«« 
formed they had previouily mifreprefented, they 
Tetpained as tilent as thofe who fometime before were 
overawed by their arrogance. Others of my ^cquaintr 
ance anxiouily enquiring about the heroifm and mag- 
nanimity of their friends, hi^ve been vaftly difappointed 
mt my not confirming the accounts they had before re- 
ceived, aiid Qiy being in truth obliged to declare the con- 
trary. Upon being informed that (he fa6ts were report- 
^ quite otherwifc, I always anfwered by expreffing a 
defire to be confronted with the narrators, where it 
^Oftld \f^ caf^ to ^ud§c who toW Uuth, §o many aQ,4 
••••■■■■ • ' • • fo 
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lb yaripas bare the impofitions on the public been> 
that it b truly aftonifliing how fuch a compilation of 
falfhoods could be fabricated and heaped togethe? ; 
and it would^ indeed* be a Herculean talk to attempt 
to anfwer them> as it would in general take ten times 
the extent of a falfe ftory to difprove and fet it afidc ; 
fo that it would be too tedious and tirefome for public 
perufaU and would prove an endlefs fource of con- 
iroverfy and contradiflion. I therefore do not enter 
the lifts againft any one* but endeavour to give a true 
fiatement of what has happened* without attempting to 
palliate or falfify ; and I requcft the reader to coniider 
that I have been an eye-witnefs of foode of the prin- 
cipal events* and therefore could not readily be im« 
pofed upon. I have befides the corroboration of per-* 
fons of all parties to fupport me in fuch a manner as 
to prove convincing to every one inclined to hearken 
to truth ; and I am fure it muft prove grateful to every 
benevolent mind to b^ convinced* that all the horrors 
perpetrated in the year J798* were the confequence of 
party -prejudice* now generally fuppofed to have been 
urged forward from political motives |o weaken th« 
country* by fetting the people by the ears. Troops, 
were at iirft employed* as it were to cruOi difturbances* 
in order to put down one party; and thofe on the other 
iide were not aware of their fituation until a power 
' was eftabli{he4 fuperior to all parties ; and the bittereft 
fomplaints have been made by the oppofers of the 
i;nion* that they themfelves cqntribvited moft with- 
out knowing it until it was too late* to carry 
that meafurel A differtation on the vnion is not my 
prefent obje£t : I only want to make all ranks and de- 
grees of my countrymen fenflblexthat union and 
BA AMONT among themfelves will prevent the poffibi- 
^itjr of their being fxit 4own by any ponder 9A earth. 
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Every point of view, in which this defiraUe objeft it 
pu^^ mull contribute fo jhew its heavenly principle, 
and I hope this nay have due weight to caufe fmcer^ 
endeavours for its accomplifliment* 

What I conlider moft lamentable in Irelandv is the 
dreadful prevalence of religious prejudice and 
its baleful confcquences. This i« fo inculcated even in 
infancy, that it is fcaixely to be eradicated by any fu* 
ture conviflion or experience, however evident its mif- 
^hief and abfurdity. I fhall endeavour to exemplify 
this by acomparifon, of the aptne& of which every ornr 
muft be fenf^ble. Among the many odious and lamen- 
table impref&ons OEiade pn the tender minds of children^ 
when in the c^re of ignorant, and illiterate perfonsf 
none is fo general as the terropr of ghofls and hob-gob- 
lins, related to make them obedient. Although this all- 
powerful remedy may for the moment dipoinifti the trou- 
ble of the keepers by making ihe'childr<en piore fiibfervi- 
ent, yet it often prevents the parents froni co|ming to the 
knowledge of any thing it nay di£late. I believp it h^ 
come within the qbfervation of every one, that there 
are perfons of the moft undoubted courage, who lyouki 
be afraid to go up ftairs in the dark, altliough they 
would face a cannon in the day-time; and pf this 
weaknefs they cannot diveft theipfelves, although they 
nay be long convinced of the abfurdity of fuch noti- 
ons ; for fo deep« root do falfe ideas take in the infant 
Blind, that mature good fenfe and conviction are una- 
ble to (hake off their iliackles* So it is with all eai^- 
I.Y IMPRESSIONS. How lamentable then is it to ii|- 
liulcate pRsjuBicE in the tender mind of youthj fo 
M&to make them imbibe bigoted fentiments aliBoft with 
their milk^ enflavtng their uiHlerftanding in fuch % 
iaanneri tliat it fan fcaioe^ eycr becpJM bm front 

' . ^ the^? 
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their inflaence. I venture to hope that this admoni- 
tion may hate the effeft of making parents endeavoar 
to preyent their children from being led aftray by fuch 
hateful imprefEons in early life, that they may be 
brought to maturity unbiaffed by aiiy prejudice, and 
thus may judge of things impartially of which 
they muft be otherwife utterly incapable. Parents 
cannot be fo felfifh as not to wi(h their children sis 
touch 'happinefs as pofhble, or as they can at all pro- 
cure them, and to this it materially contribtites (and it . 
is a doty incumbent on all who have the care of chil- 
dren) to prevent false impression?. Should," this 
falntary precept be carefully attended to, wc may hope 
to fee the rifing generation grow up free of thofe pre- 
judices, which have^ unfortunately for Ireland, pro^ 
d<iced fuch dreatdful conffequences. What a melancholy 
reflexion is it, that any perfon fhonld be reared and 
educated with the belief that the great majority of 
his countrymen have vowed bis deftrudion ! Does 
tot fuch a conceptioA naturally inculcate all kind of 
dfftrud, hlafting all confidence, and deAroying the 
happittefs that would refult from harbouring more chi(«- 
fitable opinions? Such notions it is not at all wonder* 
ful to find ftrongly rooted in vulgar minds, that hav# 
not had the benefit of a good education ; but it is truly 
t national grievanrc^, that men of the firft rank and 
rearing (hould be brought up with fuch horrid and 
iiBsvRD pt,%jvi>tc%s. I have heard fomeof the mofli 
dignified amf exalted perfonag^s in Ireland declare^' 
that great pains had been taken, in the courfe of theii 
education, to imprefs their minds with an inveterate 
diflike to roman catholics ; and that fo forcibly die* 
tated were thefe big.ned precepts, that they firmly be- 
lieved them to be true, and that it was not without 
jgreat exertion of mind they were afterwards able ta 

bring 
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bring themfelYes to keep company with people of 
that communioni The terrors, however, diminiihed 
bjr more frequent intercourfe j and in proportion as 
this was cultivated, they became fenfible of the incul- 
cated error, and of the abftirdity of the prejudice 
againft their coontrymen, and at length became thd 
great eft fupporters of the catholic caufe. As for my- 
felf, although I now profefs the roman catholic reli- 
gion, I fliould not be of that communion one (ingle 
hour, were the principles fiich as they are reprefented ; 
but catholics, I know, abhor and deteft the principles 
that prejudice has thought proper to attribute to them* 
Had thofe abfurdlties any other than a fpeculative ex- 
iftence in the minds of fanciful and defigning men, 
wifliing to bring public fentiment to fecond their viewsi 
would the parliament have voted a free exercife of 
their religion ? If catholics did not reverence oaths, 
what could keep them from enjoying the honours of 
the ftate, fince an oath would completely qualify them ? 
Or, if they were as reprefented, would fuch monfters 
be fufibred to exift, inflead of being prote£led and 
cherifhed by king, lords, and commons ? I will 
only obferve that the greateft villains and hypocrites 
generally aiTume the maflc of religion, as the robber 
does that of honefty, in order %o cover finifter defign ; 
and they are both, for private advantage, adepts in the 
art of deception. Hiftory furnifhes too many dreadful 
examples of the fhocking effeSs of reliqiovs bi- 
gotry ; but it is the mifapplication of religion, and 
not its efTential principles, that urge inordinate fury. 
Of this we have had a firiking example in our own 
days. The riots in London in 1780, when the mob 
was unqueftionably compofed of proteftants and diflen- 
tcrs, forming an immenfe multitude, were excited for 
the avowed dcftruilion of pope and popert. It was 

impolTibUr 
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impoffible that their views could be miftaken,' as they 
pFQ«eeded not only in. avowed •enouty to the ftthoUca 
<he«felve8,.ty dtftrejring-4heir property,, byburniag 
thein hoafes aad places of worOiip, hntihey even.de, 
mdiniedJh* houfcs.of nieabeta :of paj-iianjent, who 
bad fijppcnrtfed..»,bill previodly, pafled for the relief of 
the <Mho4icft ofi fioeUadj. and. aUhengb the fain« 
fpiritwas iMaif«ft«d>ftt BdiobHrghrB««ih«.Bii«ol, aad 
Vber p»rt« of England,' yet >tho pariianent did j»ot 
feem aware of the objeft of the rabble. . Tha laft 
riots in Birmingham are alfo of the fame nature, and 
tend to Jjwve that'jdigioo is.only the pretext geoe- 
mUyaflTiiined to cover tie, greateftenormftieBj Iftut it 
iaaot.at.^l to be^ferred* that «he religion of any 
chriftiao fwft iflculcatea fuch prinCiplw ae tb«ir adher- 
CDU exhibit 4>ytheir.aaiott9, otherwif* i* might befaid 
with, equal feafabHity, that the cbrifliaikreligion.an- 
•ouiagpa.fiB, .becaafe ohriftians con»*ili.an,,,but the 
P«abJ« of ,tbe. good Samaritanj -oue would thinks 
flwuld doawaj^. allprejudjcebetwee* aU forts of .chrif • 
tiana. Wereit abfurd enough to.advance, that the. pro- 
tettant leUpon iiiculcated the deftwaioB of catiolics* 
and that 4t could badearl)* dcHtenftrated from f many 
eM«pIea,i>«.partMuI«.rly to be "deduced frem-tji*aas 
Mi«prowral8;of the peopljj of the «apit«l «rf thechurcii 
ofBoghmd, as before, flated, I thinlc Iflfouldbe.mort 
juiUfi^i^han thofe wk».,ventnre.to affert, (what is 
MTy afloniilAig . then tn^by are led tobelfeve,) that ca- 
tboltc»a«evot?ed.'for*be,deflnuflio»,af protcflants. In 
tfaettaofaaions evenof ,ih« yewr'i 798^. ip the «ounty of 
W<aford» fucb a principle was not maintained,., but the 
»ntrary aiaBifcfted.. by every p«bll«i«vowal{ but^in 
^ifforent pawsi^f England. and Saotl«Dd,ia»$l,h trflancl 
>tt«lfi« thocouBtyof, Armragb> ibitheycar<^$5,dreadfHl 
AaiiBenta appeased againft iJathoHo. i lEherc ate twily 
' '" ■ ' 'i ■ '-■" •' ■' •■■ '"f- ):,■'." .7 liadAvidufl 
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individual mpnfters of all partie8> who wonld^ deftrof 
every one no^ of their own way of thinking) were 
^hey not reftrained in their evil inclinations by fear or 
force ; and theic principles are unfortunately too 
widely diffu(ed> and encouraged by thofe» who» with- 
out aSually committing murder themfelves^ frequently 
pccaiion its committal by fubite aflertion and implica- 
tion of principles tpo dreadful to be admitted among 
chriftians! 

I (hall not by any means pretend to excufe any bad 
|i£tion> let it originate from what caufe it may ; and 
lilthougb I maintun that the catholic religion incul- 
cates the principles of charity and general morality as 
inuch as any other op earthy I (hall condemn the bad 
stflions of catholics as much if not more than thofe of 
any other religious perAiafipn. My whole ohjtSt in 
giving this account to the public is to proinote union 
and HARMONY) as much as it lies in my power> aqiong 
all defcriptions of my countrymen ; and if I knew of 
any other and better mode (o effeA this deiirable 
objed} I certainly would adopt it. But I conceive it 
mainly neceAary to give i^^ account of what I think I 
am mafter h( n6^> and for this reaf6n it isr that I con- 
fine royfejf foir th^ prefent to the county of Wexford, 
where* quite contrary to my infcliiiationS and wifliest I 
was fo critically placed as to be an eye-witnefs oV what 
paiTed ; but this enables me now to be the better judge 
of heatfay evidence, let it C9me from what quarter it 
may ; aiid I hope my execution of this iketch will 
procure Aich fatbfaAory intelligence as ^ill enable 
me to give a general hiftoVy of Ireland* with the 
cautes leading to e) jidate the events of that unfortu* 
iiate period of 1798. To accomplifh this* IcalloA 
^y cottntrymcQ in generaly for afiiftaocei and althougb 
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k wooM be impoffible for me to relate fvery tranfkc- 
tioo that happened^ it will however be n^cefiary that 
Muill be in poflfeflion of many occurrence? that niay 
lend to prove the leading features of a general account; 
for particular inftanpes^ though not recited> will hold 
their place effentially upon a general principle. I truft 
this will prove a fufficient apology to thofe who fiave 
favoured me with documents^ which the limits of mjr 
prefent work would not permit me to give at fuU 
length ; however their advantage and ufe in the com<- 
pilation have been very great; fo that what might> at 
irft view^ appear a trivial circuinflance> I fhall be glad 
to have an opportunity of per^fing. I alfo hope, that 
the precaution I have alreiE^Jy recommended, may be 
ufed ; of fending it to a friend in Dublin, whb may be 
good enough to ^pply to my printer, where my addrefa 
may be known and forwarded to me without any diH* 
lippointment, where, on" delivery, he may get it in- 
ferted in a book* which is to be kept for that purpofe, 
with his ^drefs'as wel) as that of the writer; in order» 
|bat if any further explanation fhouldbe required, I 
may not be at a lofs where t6 apply. Ail this precau* 
tion is eafy to be t^ken by fuch as piay be kind enougl^ 
to tranfmit matter of inforfnation ; and what would b^ 
little trouble to each individual, 'would" fave me im^ 
menie labour in detail. I hope therefore I (ball be 
excufed for being fo particular, as I wifh to lofe tA 
lit(le()B||(Eta; po^t^lp jn irpntributing my mit^ ffr general 
information^ ': ' ' • *.-.•-• » 

Had I not the conciliation of all my country pifii 
very much at heart, I fbould not veiiture on the ar« 
duou9 pndert^ktng of giving a iiifiory of the prefent 
times* The various and'cbntfadidory materials pro* 
duced b/ contending partiesj haye es^ifted tp that de- 

• •'- '^ grce. 
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grcc, that the fame occurrence is reprefented^ as preju- 
dice arid ' intereft opemte ia as oppofite ^ev^ "m; Ught 
and darkners. I cannot hppe to.pleafe pifRTiZAyNS 
OF AMY ]>£SCRrpTiONi nor Hiall I atteivptit. T^t^ 
cool and dirpai&onate phUanthrOpiftl fl^er njrfelf 
m^tll approve of my intentioas> and lend his affiftiuic^ 
in erkleavouring to diffipate the cloud of ptejtidieo 
that hds overpowered the good fenfeof manjrof mjt 
countrymen; atid through thofe fentioiente*! tknajr ob^ ' 
tain ithc indulgente of the pufblic^' vliich I fhmd'ib 
much in need of. * . ^ . • i i , 

Now that peace is eflabli(hed> with all foreign pot^-i. 
ersi it- bchoVeai eveiy well rii^Dfed^-perfon' tor c«lri- 
irate iu bleffings at home ; I therefore hfepe this \^itl 
induce many to ftep forward . to promote 'm)r»prefent 
undertaking. • As for my own part, I confefe, I efon^ 
fidered it prudent not^to lay -my accouirt>befof-c the 
public> ufiiil I was. fccure from the malevolence erf 
thofe* from fwhom I bad good reafon to apprehend 
danger; as myperfecution might be renewed tf I Ven- 
tured to arraign the fuppofcd .juftice aUd merits of tny 
peifecutorsi before I could be certain of not being fat. 
crificed to party*fpirit; which^ I pveftiintf I have foflS, 
ctetetly flrewn to have been violently and unwarrdnta- 
Wy exerted againft- me ; and if the actofant of it fliall 
in any wife contribute co promote the VNrbN*and ton- 
fetjucnt-HAppiHBss of my countrymen,^ Iflntll endea- 
vour to forget my fufferings in tbe blcffings'wIUch fuch 
, an event muft enfure to Ireland. • ■ »* 
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INSURRECTION 



OF THE 



COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 



XJEFORE entering on ilie narrative of the late in- 
furreflion in the county of Wexford, the c««fe«? tbat 
produced it > and its calamitous confequenres, I think 
it ncceflary to give a general (ketch of its geography 
and locdl circumftances, together with a lltnrt topo- 
graphical outline of its boundaries, piincipal rivers^ 
barboarS) and remarkable places* to render refe^enies 
more eafy and obvious; at'ding the eftin>;nt of its' 

; computed population in 1788, ft a ted by Mr. Bnfl e> 
in the tranfaflions of the royal Iiilh academy, and 

I pvblifhedin 1790. ^ . ■ ...^^ 

■ ^'^ . ■ ' ^- 

The county of WdxfArd-is a ifatitime trac^ oii 
the fouth-eafletn coaft of Ireland, taking the iitmoft 
limits within the fiUy third degree of north ^ ;rhijr*<», 
and between thfefixth and fcventli of longiiuc'e wefl froiri 
London; being about thirty-nine miics long, Trom 
hortb to fouth, and twenty-tour broad from weft to eaft; 

i bounded on the tioith moftly by the county of 
l¥icklow> and in a^ety^fwaH part (towards the weft) 
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by the county of Carlow; on the caft and fouth, hy" 
that part of the Atlantic ocean, denominated the Irifh' 
fca, or St. George's channel; and on the weft, from* 
nbrth to fouth, partly by the county of Carlow, and* 
partly by the Barrow', a'finc nivigable river, deenied 
fecond only lo the Shannon in Ireland, which divides 
it from the counties of Kilkenny and Waterford. 
In a direction from fouth-weft to north-eaft, the boun- 
daries of the county of Wexford, between it and the 
county of Carlow, are the long ridges of nk)un- 
tains called Black-ftairs and Mount-Leinfter, which 
are divided by the ^efile of Scollagh-gap, the only 
high road into it from the Barrow to theSlaney, atNew- 
townbarry, which, together with Clonegal two miles 
farther up, is fituated partly in the county of Carlow, 
and partly in the county of Wexford ; but fouthward 
of the county of Wicklow, a chain of lofty moun- 
tains, ojiening with different defiles, rrvers and hi^h hills, 
form a ftrong narural barrier to the county of WexfoTd> 
which, thus phyfically fortified by fea and land, ap^ 
pearS' naturally, formed into a difll*id, which it has- 
certittiitjyt^y^ -byWl ancient divifions of the country, 
whet her .ecclefiafticAl, civil, or military. The bifhopric 
of Ferns, one of the oldeft in Ireland, founded in the 
latter end of the fixth century* is nearly co-extenfive 
with the county, only a fmall ft rip of laiid about- 
Carnew, in jhe county of Wicklow, forming a part of 
the diocef«|0^ Ferns, while the fee of Glendak>ugh 
includesjjvo:^iifhes in the neighbourhood of CooU 
greny, inillhe county of Wexford. The Englifli ad- 
ipentureis. having firft lahded here under Fitz-Stephen, 
in the reign, of Henry the fecond of England, to.affift' 
in thereftoration of M<Morragh, king of Leinfter, it 
becatne the ftrongeft military ftation of the invaders, 
^hile they were- endeavouring to cftablifli themfelves * 
\- in- 
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in the country, and was one of the firft demarlccd 
counties of the Englifti pale. 

Wexford is fixty-four milos diftant from Dubliiij^ 
called by the old natives Loch-Garmain> by the 
Danifh invaders Weifsford ; and after tbeni) by the 
Englifh, Wexford) is the capital, or fhire and affizes 
town of the county, lituated in a hollow beneath a 
rifing hill, with a fouthern afpeft, at the mouth of 
the beautiful river Slaney, which rifes in the county 
of Wicklow, takes a foutheVn direflion, with little 
variation from -Newtown-barry, 'till it pafles fome miles 
below Ennifcorthy, then fhapes its courfe from weft to 
eaft, and empties itfelf by the harbour of Wexford, 
into the Iiifh fea, or St, George's channel. This 
harbour is formed by two narrow necks of land, bend- 
ing towards each other like two arms clofing after an 
cxtenfion from the body, which appearance the river^s 
mouth afTumes by its banks, not very unlike the old 
Pirxus of Athens. The extremities of thefe penin- 
falas, denominated the Raven on the north, and 
Roflare on the fouth, form the entrance into the har- 
bour, which is about half a mile broad, defended by 
a fort erected at the point of Roflare. The harbour 
itfclf in fuperficial appearance, and from the view of 
a delightfully expanded fliecjt of water, muft be con- 
lidered extremely beautiful ; but unfortunately it is fo 
Ihallow, that veffels drawing more- than eleven feet of 
water, cannot enter it, being impeded by a bar which 
is continually fhifting. The harbour, however, is 
certainly capable of vaft improvement ; and from its 
fituation, attention to this objeft muft prove of great 
national importance. Wexford was formerly poffeffcd 
of fome general traffic, but i;iow it is nearly limited to 
4iie corn trade ; and the manufadlure of malt is fo con- 
B % fiderable^ 
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fiderablc> that.tbU djftrift was fomc years ago, conqr- 
• putecl to produce one fourth ofthe revenue raifed on that 
article in Ireland. The to^n is furrouqded by its an- 
- cient wilU ftill perfeft, except at the different entrances 
which^haye been broken down for public convenience • 
'•**W*^^i*bs of churches and abbeys arc to be feen, 
whicli even 10 neglcft and decay, exhibit marks of 
:: indent magnificence ; and the protellant churchy 

* romzn catholic chapeU market-houfe, and bar- 

racks, buildings which are not inferior to thofc of 
other places, of equal, or perhaps, fuperior import- 
ance/ The general appearance of the town, is, how- 
ever, very Indifferent, the ftreets being very narrow* 
and having but few good houfesj yet it is in a ftate of im- 
provement, and wh^n the quay fhall be filled in and 
well banked, an operation now in progrefs, it will, in 
all likelihood, induce people to pay inoxe attention to 
the art of building, as the fituation is inviting. The 
remarkable wooden-bridge built in 1795, over 
f the mouth of the Slaney, leading northward from 

the town, is undoubtedly a very great curiofity, 
being fifteen hundred and fifty-nine feet long, with # 
portcullis, and thirty-one feet wide through its whole 
extent, with a toll-houfe at each extremity.- On each . 
fide are foot-ways, ornamented with chinefe rail- 
ings fupported by ftrong bars. There are alfo two 
recefles, with feats for fhelter againft fudden fhowers ; 
\ for it is the beau walk of the town, and thus contributes 

much to the tolls collefled to defray the expence of 
h the building. About two miles up the river, there is 

',^- alfo another wooden-bridge with a portcullis, at 9^ 

i. place called Carrig, where the fiift fquare ciaftle built 

f in Ireland was reared by Fitz-Stepben, after the land- 

^ ^"^ iiig of Strongbow. Many other caftles are to be feen 

. .* *^. throughout 
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f faroQghotit the coun(y> paiticularly in tb« baronies 
of Forth and Bargy. There do not at prefent exift 
any traces of round towers ; but t-bere are inausierable 
ZHniili forts and raths. Wexford returns one mem- 
ber to the imperial parliament. 

Taghmon is on the road from Wexford to Rofs* at 
the foot of the mountain of Forth. It lies inland, 
has a market* fairs> and a pofl-office> alfo the remains 
of an old caille^ and is furrounded by good land^. 

New Rofs fixty-feven miles from Dublin> and 
nineteen weft of Wexford 9 is lituated on the Barrow» 
and well ftationed for trade, in which it is rapidly 
mproTiog, as well as in the appearance of the town 
itfelf, which has been greatly retarded from the 
want of proper encouragement. It is built on the 
fide of a hill> commanding a beautiful view of the 
river, and part of the county of Kilkenny, the paf^ 
fage to which, over it is by a fine wooden bridge,' 
from the upper part of the quay, with a portcullis, 
foot-ways, chinefe railings and receffes in the centre. 
Here are the ruins of abbeys and fome churches ; 
part of one of the latter now forms the protcftant 
cliurcb. The old town walls were Handing until 
lately, and their partial deftruflion was much regretted 
on the attack of the infurgents in June 1798. If 
letarns a member to paiiiament. 

Ennikorthy lies fifty-eight miles from Dublin, fif- 
teen from Rofs, eleven from Wexford by land, and 
fourteen by the windings of the Slaney which waters^ 
it> and whofe banks are unrivalled in beauty ; but 
it is to be lamented that ;ts navigation has not been' 
attended to, as at a fmall cxpcnce, it could be fo 

improved 
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iinprovecf as to render Ennifcorthy a very flourifhif>g 
town> which alfo feels the difadvantage of not poffcf- 
Hog the foftcring care of a refident land-lord. It 
would be a moft excellent fituation for carrying on 
any kind of manufacture. When woods we^c ift 
greater abundance in Ireland, it was remarkable for 
kii iron works, fome of which are (liVl exifting near 
k ; there now remain the extenlive woods oF 
Kilaughram in its neighbourhood. The town now 
exhibits a melancholy pifture of the devaftation con- 
sequent on civil war, being moftly deftroyed during 
the/infurreftionan 1798, which, among other effects, 
lias occafioncd its noc being, what it otherwife would 
have been, one of the reprefentative towns of Ireland. 
A fine old caftle is flill in tolerable repair, and the town 
is rebuilding very fad. 

Gorey, or Newborough is forty-two miles fron» 
Dublin, nine from Arklow, twenty-two miles north' 
of Wexford, and fifteen from Ennifcorthy. It lies 
inland, has little or no trade, but what arifes front 
fairs and markets, and is a poll town. 

Ferns lies fix miles from Ennifcorthy, and nin^ 
from Gorey ; is a bifhop's fee, fince the , refor- 
mation united to Leighlin in the proteftant, but aevejr 
annexed in the catholic church. It was founded by 
St. Maod*og, (pronounced by the inhabitants, and 
written at this day St. Mogue,) in reverence of whom 
the primacy of Leinfter was transferred to it from 
Kildare, towards the latter end of the fixth century. Pant 
of the very large old church, now grand even in ruin* 
dedicated to him as firft bifhop, conftitutesthe prefent 
cathedral. His fepulchre is even ft ill preferved and 
in good repair, in part of the parent church, having 
been refcuedfrom obfcuiity by one of the late bifhops. 

The. 
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The epifcopal palace is contiguoua to the town, and 
is its principal- ornamcm. Here alfb fland the ruins 
of an abbey, and of the memorable caflle of Dermod 
M*Morragh, king of Leinfter, whither, as his prin- 
cipal refidence, he retired with the beauteous and 
fat^ Der^orgal, daughter of 0*Malfechlin king of 
jEfeath, and wife of O'Rorke prince of Breifny, notr 
denominated the county of Leitrim, from whom, by 
«v«ry wily contrivance, he: is fiiid' to have feduted,. 
and perfuaded her to elope with him, which cvcntu« 
ally produced one of the moft momentous epochas, as 
marked with one of the greateft and moft ferious revo- 
lutions, that occurs in the hiftory of Ireland, pro- 
ducing a complete, and total change m its laws, cuf- 
tToms, government and proprietors ; and in a great 
extent even in its population ; and finally, in our own 
days, in its imperial dominion and independence.— 
This libertine and licentious deed introduced the 
adventuring Anglo-Norman chirfs, at the head of 
tbe Welch or Britifli, and Englifh invaders;' who 
by long and perfevering efforts, eftablifhed a tranfcen- 
dentafcendehcy in Ireland. For Dermod odious as 
notorious for other afls of tyranny and violence^ 
attraded by this flagitious crime, the aggravated ex- 
ecration and refentment of Roderic O'Connor, the 
reigning monarch, a? well as of all the other chie6 
and princes of the land ; who making common caufe 
^gainft the execrable ootrage, forced him out of the » 
ifland, whither he erfc long returned, introducing 
iTiofe invaders, (from one of v^om I am royfelf de- 
fcended;) who ultimately fucceeded in its utter re- 
dudion. Hence it cannot be fantaftical to deem in 
fimilitade Dermod the Paris, Dervorgal the Helen, 
Ferns the Troy, and the Anglo-Norman and Welch 
^venturers, the Greeks of Ireland, and were there 

another 
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smother Hotner In «xiftence> he might rejoice irt 
havhig a fecond equivalent fub)e£^> to difplay an^Mr 
jkis powers. At all event9> the Irifh have to exclaitti^ 
in fympathf with the Trojans in Virgil, from a fimi- 
larity of circumftattccs, 

f< ftiimtisTroo, fuit Ilium et isgent 

** Gloria Tcucrorum.*'— — 

' \ -tf^For tkete were Irtjh-^they foffejfed, iomim^nr^tnerjt 
¥nre greatly renowned -'-'But^ they are now n6 more /— 



The Englifh, when fllablifhed lo the baronies of 

Forth and Barg)r» willing, to extend their do- 

, ^ . ' minion over the whole county of Wexford, ea-^ 

^Qitntered very vigorous refinance. Forced by varioui 

, «pprei&ons> the natives rofe under a youthful hero, 

qS the ancient royal blood, 'Arthur^ M'Morchad 

0*Cavanagh, who defeated them in feveral rencoun- 

. " ters, and brought the pale to the verge of deftruAion* 

On this pccafion Richar^ Jlv^f England, haftened to 

its ai&flance with forty-^thoufand men ; but foiled and 

. ^qfe^cd by .the.Leinfl;cy chieftain, he was glad to. 

-*•' ; p^'-^xhaAj/prf^ht/^Sfc^^ difFionourable peace; 

and perhaps tliiis expeditron was the caufeof his lofing 

both life and crown. The chiefs of the pale, after 

repeated and fruitlefe contefts, in which the bcft 

Englifh gc;nerals were defeated, thought themfelves 

happy in obtaining toleration to remain in Ireland, on 

condition of paying a yearly tribute to the chieftainr 

/ • of Leinfler. Thi? tax js well icnown under the name 

,; : . of Hack .rtn\y which continued to be paid until 

V ' the Reign- <^f Heniy:VIIL In fine, the inhabitants 

' of thai quarter o^ Ireland includiag Wexford, were 

alway$ remarkabie/for their, bravery ; and in latter 

Umes th^ Wexfordiann had the firo^oefs a)id courage tcy 

.^^ jefiff 
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tcfift CtomwcH> after the reft of the ifland tras inti- 
taidatcd» partly by the fame, and partly by the ex- 
perience of his craelties and viflori^s. 

Were It not forthefe circamftances. Ferns would at 
|>Tefcnt excite little confideration, being otherwifc 
mean and of little importance* 

Banclody, now Newfown-Barr^, is fifuated partly 
in the county of Wexford, ahd partly in thecounty of 
Carlow, forty-nine miles from Dublin, and t^rf 
ftoTth of Ennifcorthy on the Slaney, where thefita- 
ition is afcdmirably beautiful ; and although Newtown- 
Barry cannot aflume the name of a town, in its (lri6left 
fenfe, it is incomparable as a village. Its importance 
in a military point of view, pronounces h one of the 
prmcipal keys of the county pf Wexford. 

FeathaTd>^ Bannow, and Clomines, were boroughs^ 
bat long fince have falkn into decay ; the filver an<f 
lead mines iif their neighbourhood, When vwitked^ 
Ikiade tbem of (otnt co^fequence# 

The high ind exfcnfivc m6untains ot Black Stairs, 
ind mount Leinfter already mentioned, feparate th^ 
county of Carlow from tfie bounty of Wexford, as 
Croghau liaouniain, with others of inferior note, 
Avidc the latter from the county of Wipklowr Within 
the county itfelf, ire the mountains of Forth, between 
Wexford and Taghmort; as are Camarus, Carrig- 
tyrne, Slieykeltra anfd Brie, between iCofs, Taghmon, 
and Ennifcorthy ; Sli6ye-buy, which rifes conically', 
and Carrigrew, near Ferns, and Tara-hill, north of 
Gorey ; intermixed with feveral fmall hills and emi* 
ttences, forming an undulative appearance ; in fuch 4' 
C iflan«^ 
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manncf that no part of the county can be termed lcvel#/ 
except the baronies of Forth and Bargy, fouth of the 
town of Wexford. On the fouthern coaft are twa -« 
bays of little note, but their fuperficial appearance — 
thofe of Ballytiegue and Bannow> into the latter of 
whicK runs the river of that name, which is paffable 
at the point called the Scar, at low water ; the Saltee 
i{lands> round which there is a confiderable lobfter 
and crab iifl)ery> and which in the times of falconry, 
weire famous for producing the moft excellent hawksr 
lie nine miles ofF the coaft> oppofite the bay of Bally- 
tiegue. Duncannon fort is a military fiation on the 
fhore^ commanding the entrance of the Barrow, of 
which and the Slaney* there is fiifficient mention and 
ebfervation made already-, and furely of ' Bnnnow*s 
tanks, we have heard enough. On the Barrow are 
tlilree ferries, between the county of Wexford and 
thofe of Kilkenny and Waterford; the two firft are^ 
one at' Mountgarretr nbove Rofs, and another at 
BidlinlaW, below Rofs, into the county of K3<- 
Icenny. The third is below the confluence of the 
Suir and Barrow, 1:>etween the trifling villages of 
Ballyhack in the county of Wexford, and PaiTage ia 
the county of Waterford. The Bann rifes in the 
county of Wicklow, paflesby Ferns, and joins tho' 
Slaney above Ennifcorthy^ 

Loufk Trai 6t the Lake of the ladies* ijlani, is vci-Jr 
Angularly circumftanced ; it receives into its bofom 
two or three fmall rivulets, whofe currents however/ 
are not (Irong enough to force a paflage, in oppofltlon 
to a powerful tide rufhing dire6lly againft them, and 
continually drifting quick-fand, which accumulates 
^ as to form the fouthern bank of the lake. This 
every three or four years occafions an inundation of the 
adjacent country, obliging the people with vaft labour' 

to 
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xo o^n a way through the mound for the coHe6ted 
waters to difembogue ; but this is foon choaked up 
again by the like agglomeration as before. The 
Jake of Tacumihin> is 'nearly adjoining^ but 
Xhe currents with which it is fupplied> not being fo 
abundant as the former> the talk of letting out the 
waters? does not occur for many ye^rs together. 

The ruins of fereral abbeys appear throughout the 
county, but thofe that prcferye ,the greateft remains 
of magnificence^ are Dunbrody, Tin tern, and 
one in Wexford, founded by the earl of Pembroke, 
fitz-Stephen and De Morcfco. (From this ftock the 
family of Morres in Ireland, claims defcent.) — ^In 
^e^ford there were two other abbeys ajfo. The reft 
yrc ;ak^ in ^he order of precedence from the beft au- 
thorities. Clppnines, Dune on the linle river Derry, the 
.abbey of St. Mary's; in Ferns, St. Mary's of Glafs-a^rrig 
or Green rock on the fea coaft; Horetown near 
FookesVmill; one at Epnifcorthy, and another at 
the village of St. John's, not far diftant from that 
.town ; Kilclogan on the Barrow, below Dunbrody; 
and two at Ro(s, of Minorets and Auguftins. 

The county of Wexford con.tid.QS eight baronies, ^ 
namely, Gorey, Scarawalfh, Ballaghkeen, Bantry? 
Shelmaliere, Shelburne, Bargy, and F6rth, in which 
arc one hundred and forty-two parifhes; and the 
acreable extent of the whole is computed to be 
342,900, or 535 fquare miles. Its population, ac- 
cording to Mr. Bufhe's eftimate, taking the houfes 
to be 20,448, is 132,912 inhabitants. The town of 
Wexford itfelf, contains 141 2 houfes, and upwards 
of nine thoufand fouls; but I apprehend the popu- 

C 2 lation 
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lation IS under-rated by Mr. Bufhe> as I hope to be 
enabled to fliew at a fixture period. 

The county of Wexford has been long remarkable 
for the peaceab^ demeanor of U^ inhabitants; ancj 
th^ir good behavfcur and induftry have been held out 
as exemplary for other parts of Ireland : fo little and 
fo feldom infe(led with diftiirbance or riots of any 
Icind, that an execution for a capital crime rarely 
took place there; and, in tlie calender of its crimi- 
hals, it has as few on reCt>rd» as any part either of 
Great Britain or Ireland. — This country bore fuch re- 
putation, that landed property was confidered of higher 
yalue in it, than in many other parts of this country; 
purchafers not hefitating to advance fome years rental 
more for lands in the county of Wexford, than for the 
like in moft other parts of Ireland. Even at the time 
that difierent parts of the nation were difturbed by the 
riots of white boys,&c. they fcarcely made their appear- 
ance here, owing to th^ vigilance and exertions of 
the gentlemen of the country. Thefe formed aa 
^rmed aflbciation at Ennifcorthy, for the prefervatioa 
iqT the peac^, under the command of Sir Vtfey Col- 
clough ; and this alTociation afterwards became a 
corps of volunteers, the firft of the kind in the land ; 
and thus can the county of Wexford boaft of having 
fet the example and of being the firft to promote the 
illuftrious inflitution of the volunteers of Ireland. 
Having fet fo coiifpicuous a precedent, the volunteers of 
the county of Wexford, by their printed refolutions, 
fully coincided with thofeof allother parts of the nation; 
and, in the fpirit of the times, adopted the niemdrable 
refolutions of the meeting at Dungannon, and fent 
their deputation to the grand provincial meeting of 
Leinfter^ aflembled at the guild>hall in the tholfel of 

Dublint 
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Dublin, on Thurfday the 9th of Oflobcr lySjt 
aod afterwards to the general convention of tli^ 
volunteers of Ireland, held at the TouuKla> on the 
loth of November following. 

The liberality of the times invited men of all per- 
fuadoBS to the volunteer ranks — catholics ftood by 
their proteftaot fellow-foldiers in the glorious caofe» 
and proved themfelves worthy of the liberal confi- 
dence that di6):ateJtheir admimon^ which the exifting 
laws did not (Iridly fan^lion. Ai^idft this general 
fpirit of toleration, however, I am forry to remark 
ihat ther^ was no admii&oo for a catlK>lic among the 
volunteers of the county of Wexford» a circumftancc 
ihe more remarkable, as it was the only county in 
Ireland, that exclufiyely held tip this . pr^udicc. 
There wer^ indeed, fomc catholic gentlemen of the 
couniy of Wexford volunteers; but they belonged 
^o corps in other counties, and on this accou^it their 
number was but inconfiderable ; as few of them could 
undergo the expence, or wafte the tim6 ncqeffary for 
attending meeiiogs out of their own connty ; and thus 
the great body 'were prevented fronj manifefting their 
fentamenis to the extent of their wifhes.. X^'s ^xclu- 
fion, as UDwife as impolitic, muft be attribute to that 
bane of fociety, the odious prejudice of religious higotry, 
fa generally inculcated in early youth, and blended 
with education ; which fad experience' pTOv:« tp have 
been fo fatal to the intereft of Ireland; the perpetual 
bar to her otherwife infallible profperity. If mon ] 
would but (0 far dived themfelves of pi^ejadke, aod 
indalge fentimenta of chriflian charity^ as not to avoid 
the feciety of theic fellow men on account of a dif- * 
ference in religious opinion^ the great advantage 
would be foon perceptible.—- & would be quickly foun4» 

that 
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tbtt nncharitable principles could not be, cberHhed by* 
sny deij^^nination of people profeffing the religion of 
peace and love> the deluiion would yanifli) and the uix- 
fallowed monfter of bigotry and prejudice would foosi 
I be abhorred and abandoned. Every man of ferioQs and 
feeling mind* mud think it a very awful misfortune to 
1^ born and reared in a country, where the great majo- 
rity of the people is an objed of httred and horror to 
jnofl of the fuperior order. A perfon of high rank> en- 
tertaining unfavourable fentimentsof a community, muft 
prove a horrible Icourge to a nation. The balance of 
juflicemay be placed in his hands, while his prejudice 
xnufl inevitably prevent its impartial adminiftration ; for 
it b the nature of prejudice to warp and fuperfede all 
other affe£fions, fo far even as to pervert the fair dictates 
of moral t^mth and of mild and generous humanity. 
Alas { that Ireland Ihould verify the reflexion ! . But 
let our regret avert our contemplation, and <iircft puc 
view to better profped^.^ 

Since the time of volunteering, till of late, nothing 
very remarkable happened in the county of Wexford. 
It continued to flourifli from the memorable period of 
fjSZf with the fame progreflivc improvement of the. 
nation at large, ftill holding up its pre-en^inence in 
the raloe of landed property. The peafantry were 
certainly more comfortably fituated here than in ifio§t 
parts of Ireland fouth of Dublin, but far from enjoy- 
ing the happinefs experienced by the like clafs of 
people in other countries ; and although their condi- 
tion was lefs wretched than that of the greater portion 
of their countrymen, yet this amelioration muft be attri- 
buted more to their own induftry, than to any encou- 
ragement or indulgence of their landlords. Many gea- 
ckmen becoming needy by diffipation and extravagance^ 

feel 
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^l indi^nfible neceffity to fiipport accuftomed Inxuiy 
by wrefting occafional fupplics from the hard labour of 
a wretched and dependent tenantry^ whofe calamitoua 
appearance, (enough to fend horror to the foul of hu- 
manity), IS unnoticed in the general view of mifery 
and diftrefs which Ireland exhibits as a iii^ular and 
melancholy fpef^acleto the world. Such are the men 
who detdl the fimple kind that cultivates their lands^ 
and who calumniate to other countries the fubdued 
and crawling peafant of their own, whofe ears arc to 
be gratified, whofe hearts are cbearfully delighted by m 
defamatory, rancorous and indifcriminate reviling of 
their countrymen ; calumnies that if direfled againft 
their fellow- natives would excite horror and indigna- 
tion in the breafts of the. gentry of any other country 
In Europe or perhaps on the globe« 

In Ireland a good and kind landlord is a rai« bleff: 
ing; and a traveller, in his pafTage throqgh the 
country, muft readily diftinguifli the foftering care 
and benevolent fuperintendance of fuch, wherever to 
be found. It is eafy to gain the affi^ions of the warm 
hearted Irifli ; if a perfon of rank deigns but to pay 
them thofe attentions which are accounted but common 
care of the lower clafles in other countries, he is uni- 
verfally beloved; and, on his approach, delight 
beams on thecountenanceof the neighbourhood around 
him ; fotbat it is much to be wondered at, that more 
are not found to purchafe at fo eafy a rate the love and 
attachment of a generous and ingenuous people. This 
however the generality of landlords forfeit for a rack- 
tent on their lands, and not unfrequently even fome 
who may feel a better difpofition fee their lands occupi^ 
ed by a ftill more miferable peafantry, if poffible, and 
incur equal difgraCewith the unrelenting, by parcelling ' 

out. 
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out, to fappoTt a falfe confequence, their cftatcs in: 
freeholds to middle men ; a fet of harpies fo hardened, 
as to view with the coldeft unconcern, the nioft dif- 
treiCng fcenes of roifery; who hold it meritorious to 
wreft the laft farthing from the toilfome and laborious 
induftry of ftarved and naked wretched nefs. This 
tvi\ was moft feverely felt by the catholics, who could 
not, 'till ver>' lately, becom* freeholders; and the 
grievance arofe from their being deprived of the right 
of eledlitefranchife, which conftituted the lower pro- 
teftants middle men. By tJie reftoration of this right,' 
howler, it is to be hoped, that by d^rees, as leafed 
fhall fall in to the landlords, they will be induced, evert 
hf felf-intereR, to multiply their freeholders^ by 
fettiitg their lands to the occupiers of the foil ; and 
this will prevent the intercourfe 6f landlord and te- 
nant from being intercepted, b^ the hated interference 
of the bdiolis tribe of middle men, and reflore fome 
degree of comfort and happinefs to the people at large. 

Some years ago, the propri^ors of land in the ba* 
^ tonics of Forth and Bargy, determined themfelve^' 

> ^ . iofarmiht foil occupied by their tenants, who Were 
pn this account obliged to feek out n^w fituations irt 
other parts of the county of Wexford. Their ap- 
proved mode of tillage was foon adopted, in thtf 
feveral neighbourhoods where they fettled, and 
through them anew fpirit of induftry was generally 
diffufed, and the face of the country aflumed an ap- 
pearance of much fuperior advantage to its fornter ftate. 
For although the county of Wexford produces vaft 
quantities of grain, particularly barley, it is obtained 
more thro' the induftry of the culiivators, than fromf 
the fertility of the foil, whofe barrennefs is overcome/ • 
by the labour and exertiooa of the tehabitants. The 

baronicaf 
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fcardhies of Forth> and Bargy, are occapirfd by the 
defcendants of an Englifh colony^ who came over 
with Strongbow in the reign of Henry 11. They 
)iave ever (ince, in the courfe of upwards of fix 
hundred years, lived entirely with little or no ad- 
ihixture, within themfelveS. Until of late years it 
was a rare thing to find a man among them> that had 
ever gone farther from home than Wexford. They 
have even preferved their language, probably without 
alteration or improvement, as may be prefuined, if 
not abfolutely concluded from this fafl : that althougK 
there was no regi^Jar intercourfe kept up between thefe 
and a fitter colony from Wales, who at the fame time 
fettled at Fingal in the county of Dublin, and have 
continued of fimilar unmixed habits, yet upon the 
accidental meeting of individuals from both placei^ 
they con completely underfiand each other. 

Early in the year 1792, the catholics of Ireland were 
invited by a circular letter, infertecj in the public papers, 
figned Edward Byrne ; to depute from all the counties 
and principal towns, delegates, to meet in Dublin to 
frame a petition to the king for a redrefs of the griev- 
ances under which they laboured. The catholics of 
the county of Wexford elefled delegates, according to 
the plan propofed, the July following, and the whole 
kingdom at the fame time made like returns. Refolu- 
tions of many grand juries and corporations were pub- 
liflied foon after, reprobating this circular letter. Coun- 
ties were aflembled forthe purpofe of joining in the out- 
cry. The county of Wexford was convened on the 22d 
pf September, by Mr. Derenzy the high flierifF, to take 
into confideration the circular letter of the general com- 
•litte of the catholics of Ireland, figned Edward Byrne. 

D The 
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The eourt was opened at one o*c1ock, when Mr. Ma:^ 
urell wta about to produce refolution3, but the hon*' 
Francis Hutchinibn having firft Tifenj and being in pof- 
feffion of the chair, after a manly and eloquent fpccch of 
fbme length, propofed refolutions declaratory of the 
rights of the fubjeft: the firft refolution, which affertcd* 
the right to petition the throne or either houfe of parlia- 
mentjthough for fome time attempted to be got rid of by 
Mr. C. Dawfon, on an objeSion upon apoint of order, was 
at length unanimoufly adopted, but the other refoluti- 
ons propofed by Mr. Hutchinfon, though equally con- 
ftitutional and felf- evident, were rejcftcd by the par- 
ty who avowedly came tooppofc every meafuro which 
might either tend to gratify the feelings or adininifte^ 
a; hope of obtaining juftice to the roman catholics— * 
Mr. Hutchinfon, however, nioft aT>ly fupported hit » 
motion^and was powerfully affifted by his brother, 
the honourable Chriftopher Hutchinfon, (the prefent 
sfiember for the city of Cork,) and captain Sweetman, 
who in the moft energetic language, delivered a fpcech 
TCiy prophetic of events, that have fince taken place ;• 
but no one argument was adduced by his opponents to 
controvert the principles which he fought to eftablifh. 

On thequeftion a divifion took pTace, when the num- 
ber of the filent freeliolders who oppofcd a declaration* 
of the unalienable rights of the fubjcfl:, appeared to be ' 
one hundred and ten againft forty five ; three or four 
gentlemen of the refpeftable and liberal minded mino- 
rity poffeffcd more landed property in the county than' 
the whole of the majority, fo that the roman catholics 
had the fatisfa6lion to fee almoft eveiy man of con- 
fiderable landed property, and of legal and conftituti* 
onal information, go out on the divifion with them. 
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The bufioefe being then dl^fVd of, Mr. Maxwell 
produced his firing of rcfoloiions, but declined making 
any comment on^hem, alledging,^ that it was intended 
ihey Ihould be prefented by another gentleman, whofd 
atteodanoe at the meeting was pTcvcnied by family rea- 
fons, and that they had only that morning been put in- 
to his hands. It was expected, that a$ the propoferof 
the refolutions ha%l declined to go into the difcuffion of 
them, that fome other gentleman who afled with him 
would have undcptaken to explain to the freeholders 
the expcdicwcc or neceffity of entering into meafures 
which appeared to be calculated for no other purpofc 
but to create animofities between pro(eftant» and ro- ' 
man catholics, and to divide the former. The other 
gentlemen continuing filent on the merits, but confi- 
dent in their ftrength of numbers, and loud in their call 
for the qoeftion, though an adjournment was propofed> 
it being dark night, and fereral moderate men declared 
their wifh to ba^e a day's time cooly to coqGder before 
the county ftiould be committed to an angry meafore, 
it became neceffary for the gentlemen on the other fide 
to commmenoe* a debate, which continued until paft 
tea o'clock, when, without even att<^mpting to anAter 
one argumeat of the many, that were urged againft tho 
refolutions, the fame majority who had rejeftedthe^ 
conftitutional and conciliatory motion made in the morn- 
ing by the honourable Francis Hutchin(bn, cariied 
their point. * An addrefsto the county members was 
then propofed of the fame purpoit as th« refolutions 
bat was afterwards withdrawn. 

The next public meeting of th« county convened by 
the miigiftratcs in the abfcnce of th^ IbcrifF, was helA 

• Sec Afifcn6it^ Na I. 
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in Wcxfori on Friday the nth of January 1793* at. 
which Walter Hore cfq. prefided. The meeting mi|.- 
nifefted by public refolutions their attachment to the 
conftitution in king^ lords> and commons* the necef- 
lity of a reform in the commons houfe of parliaments 
including perfons of all religious perfua(ions> an obje£): 
which they dccUrcd they would endeavour to accom« 
plifh by every leg^l and (ronftitutional means in their 
power. It was further refolved that the people in the; 
county of Wexford were perfeflly peaceable and quiet ; 
no kind of feditious pradices known ; nor the leafl 
fymptom of or tendency to riot ;,but that left fuch (hould 
be intended by any fai9ion> they declared that all at- 
tempts (o introduce any iiew form of government into 
th(e country* or in any manner to impair or corrupt th^ 
three eflential parts of the conftitution confiding of 
king> lords at^d commons* they would refift with 
all their force and energy. Thefe refolutions were for« 
warded to the reprefentatives for the county in parlia- 
ipentf and infertcd in the public papers, f 

C)ii,tji.e*fame day « fociety was formed in the town of. 
Wexford, yndec the denomination of the friends of 
the conftitution, liberty and peace. This aflbciatioQ 
was attended by a great many of the moft refpeflable 
and independent gentlemen of the county ; and their 
nupber increafed conGderably at diffi^rent (uc^ceffive 
meetings. They, from time to time, paiTed and pub- 
liOied refolutions, expreffive of their fentiments, yiews> 
and ojpinions, iimilar to thofe paf&d and publiOied by. 
focieties of the like nature in Dublin, and many other 
parts of Ireland. But they have long iince ceafed to 
exift> and never tended to difturb public tranquillity. 

t Se« Appendix^ No. a. 

^ They 
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They were indeed the friends of peace and harmony; 
but their powers were not proportionate to their 
wifhes> and their benevolent efforts failed of the ia- 
tcnded cffefl. 

When in the fpring of the year 1 793, the militia 
regiments were purfuant to an afl oPthe legiflature, 
embodied in Ireland* it occafioned great commotioa 
in different parts of the country, from fome lilly mif- 
conceptions that were difperfed through the populace* 
•with regard to the obje6l of the enrollment. It had 
been rumoured that the people were to be cajoled into 
the militia regiments, to be torn from their families* 
^nd fent on foreign fervice. But notwithftanding this, 
the meafure w^ carried .into effeft in the county of 
Wexford, perhaps with lefs ferment, ihan in any other 
part of Ireland. I had the bed poffible opportunity 
of knowing the fatS), having been appointed adeputjr 
governor of the county. 

In the fummer of this year, fome tythe-farmers 
took tythes, in the county of Wexford, which had 
been formerly rented by others. Thefe, unwi]ling 
to lofe their prey without an effort to retain it, ex- 
cited the populace to refift the demands of the new 
undertakers, whom they called innovators and intru- 
ders. Soon after, oaths were framed in imitation of 
fimilar practices iri Munfter. From the neighbour- 
hood of Tottenham Green, extending towards Mount 
Leinfter, and to that part of the county of Wexford 
called the Duffrey, the inhabitants were generally 
fworn. On Sundays, a great concourfe of people 
attended at the different places of worfhip, as well 
protcftant churches, as catholic chapels; and fwore 

the 
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the fcvcral congregations to rcfift paying tythcs under 
<ivtain reftriflionsj with a modification of the fees of .. 
the catholic clergy, and an. injunSion to fwear their 
ficighbouiing parifhes. Thus about one eighth of 
the county was fworn, and, in all probability, the de- 
lufion might have generally fpread* but for the timely 
exertions of feveral of , the country gentlemen, who ufed 
all their influence to prevent their tenants and. neigh- 
bours from joining in fuch unlawful purfuits. Ij)if- 
ferent magiftrat,es alfo, attended^ with parties of the 
military^ at feveral places of worjSiip^ luid fo put a ftoa 
to the general diffufion of this fymptom of riot. 

. On Sunday, the 7th of July, however, a man was 
taken in a chapelyard near Ennifcorthy, in xMt aft of 
adminiftering thofe unlawful oaths, and fent into the 
town a prifoner. The report of this faft being quicky 
circulated through the country, excited thofe that haci 
been already fworn, to rife in a body, onthe Monday 
immediately following^for this man's liberation. Intel- 
ligence of the approach of thefe people having been re- 
ceived at Enmfcoithy> a party of the 56th reginoent, un- 
der the direflion of Mr. Vero,a magiftrate,cameup with 
the rioters at the hill of Scobie. Here Mr. Vero re- 
ceived an a^ionymous letter, as a meflage from the popu- 
lace, requefting he would liberate the prifoner, who 
^as repiefented to be a filly infignificant fellow. Mr. 
Vero, from motives of humanity, it is to bcprefun^ed> 
although he had a military force to aft with him, 
thought it mod prudent not to refift the demands — 
the prifoner was fet at liberty ; and this fo pleafed 
<he people, that the air was rent Math their (houts of 
3oy ; and after a general volley of what fire-arms they 
l^ad that would go off, they difperfed to their feveral 

jp homcs^ 
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fiomtsy u-ithoQt committing further outrage; ^nd the 
thilitarjr matGhcd back to Ennifcorthy. 

On the fame day, Mr. Max^rell, (nour colonel Barry,) 
at the bead of a troop of horfor in the capacity of 4 
nagiftrate, fer oat fr6m Newtown Barry, fcoured thtf* 
country all along as he pafTed ; found fixteen men 
drinking in an ale-boufe on his tvay, tobk them aU, 
and conduced tliem to Ennifcorthy. The fight of fo 
tnany prifoners, being a VWy extraordinary event in 
ihe county of Wexford, alarmed the peaceable inhabi- 
tants of the town. Mr, Richards *, the high fbcriffV 
i^aired immediately to Ennifcorthy, from whence^ 
with all pofliible fpeed, ht difpatched meflcngers to 
^ontey this alarming intelligence to all the gentlemeif 
^f the neighbourhood ; requeflmg their afljftance at » 
i^ceting, appointed to J)e held the next day at Ennif- 
corthy. — Notwitnftanding the fhortnefs of the notice^ 
It great number of gentlemen attended on Tuefday^ 
the 9th of July, at the bear inn, in the town of Ennif- 
corthy. I was one of thofe prefent. An affociatioa' 
^as then formed for the jirefervation of the peace of 
the county ;. all the well difpofed were invited to joibf. 
dnd fubfcriptions were immediately entered into, to 
profecote the difturbers of. the public peace. In % 
I fiiort titn^, this affociation was compofed of almoft all 

j the refidcnt gdfitlemen of the county ; and their 

, ifaeetings were afterwards held^from time to time, at 

Ennifcorthy. ^ 

|©h the firft day of meeting, an ertqulry into the cafe- 
of the fixteen prifoners took place ;* and Tarious we^c 
i^e opinions ofFcred on the occafion. I was forry to 
^ferve in the onfet, that an inclination prevailed to 

j ^ St his certlficite ttf the author, ApptadirN*. 3. 
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attribute the riots to a fpirit of religious bigotry ; but 
the futility of the prejudiced arguments was fo mani- 
feftly contrary to the faclsi that this ground was foon 
abandoned. The rcfult of the enquiry proved, that 
the rioters had affembled, the day before, in great 
numbers, on Scobie-hill, in a hoftile manner, deter- - 
mined to liberate the prifoncr by forces if attempted 
to be detained. The magidrate, who attended on the 
occafion, was deemed to have ac^ed as he did, from an 
idea of miftaken lenity, although his indulgent con- 
daft had fo pleafed the people, that they difperfed 
without having committed any aft that the laws of 
the country could punifh j for at that time it was 
neceflary to read the riot aft, to conftitute any afTem- 
blage an illegal meeting. This meafure was not re- 
forted to in the prefent inflance, and if it had, the con- 
sequent difperfion of the multitude, muft have dif- 
armed the law. 

It was> however, thought neceflary to imprefs on 
the minds of the people, that the magiftracy would, 
at all times, refill the demands of a riotous and armed 
force, With dfiXermimecifiiainefs ; and as among the 
fixteen prifoners, there Avere two taken with fire arms, 
it was judged expedient to commit thefe to Wexford 
gaol, and liberate the other fourteen, on giving bail for 
good behaviour. Accordingly, thefe two men, (whom 
the law could not punifli any more than thofe who 
were liberated,) were , condufted uiltler a military 
guard from Ennifporthy, through apart of the country 
that efcaped being fworn, to the eaft of the Slancy, 
and lodged in the gaol of Wexford. 

On the morning of the nth, great numbers of 
people aflembled from Newtown Barry to the Duffrey, 

and 
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and toTottenbam-green> fearching thediiFerent hoafes 
in their way, on the wcdcrn ficlc of the river Slanej^ 
jnakiDg towards Wexford ; and forcing every man they 
met, to come along with them. This concourfe of 
people, being obferved by many of the country folkt 
iiich as could procure boats to convey them to the 
caflern fide of the river, fled on their approach, an4 
thus efcaped, being compelled to conftitute a part of 
the multitude ; but ftill their numbers were confidcrr 
ably accumulat.ed in ^he cpurfe of thjcir progrefs^. 

On this tnorning alfo^ an anonymous letter was re^ 
reived in Wexford, by a refpeilable inhabitant of the 
town, requeding he might apply to the magiflrates to 
liberate the two prifoners, threatening> in cafe of le- 
{afal, that a body of fome thoufands would come to 
take them by force. Little notice was taken of this 
threat, nor did the inhabitants apprehend any alarm^ 
until about three o'clock, ^ gentleman^ who had been 
forced along by the multitude, was (ten galloping into 
the town, declar'ng, that he had been fent to inform 
the magiflrates, that an immenfe concourfe of people^ 
then not more than a quarter of a mile diftant, and of 
apparent determination, were coming to enforce the 
e;)Iargement of the prifoners. Lieutenant Buckby, of 
the 56th, who had been in Wexford that day aIone> 
on regimental bufinefs, was, on his rejturn to join his 
command at TagJimon, feized upon, and forced to 
come back with the rioters to Wexford. In St few mi- 
nutes, about fifty foldiers of the |6th regiment^ 
with three magiftrates, headed by the brave Major 
Vallotton, naarched out to meet the rioters^ who were 
all drawn up at the upper end of John-ftreet, on the 
road leading to Taghmon, in readinefs to receive them. 
Tiic Major, humanely intending to expoflulatc, ad- 
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-fanced a few paces before his party ; but on feeing one 
of hts officers a prifoner with the rioters, his behevo^ 
lent intentions were diffipated ;. and lofing all patience , 
he ttiade a blow of his fword at the roan who had 
been induced to meet him in eiqpollulation, and 
wounded him fevcrely. This provoked refiftanccs and 
he in return, received a defperate wound in the groin, 
of which he languiflied for fome days and died. 

Thus perifhed the gallant Vallotton, who had dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf at the (iege of Gibraltar, under the 
immortal Elliot, as firft aid-de-camp to that general ! 
—Though parleying with rioters, may not at all times> 
perhaps, be advifcable ; yet, when once entered upon, 
rhe dignity of temper ihould be maintained, and it is 
much to be lamented, that the major did not continue 
Kis original difpofition;? — for thougfai it fhould not 
ftand the teft of authoritative feverity, yet the event- 
^ight have proved as bloodlefs as on the previous oc- 
cafion hear Ennifcorthy. An attack on both (ides im- 
mediately to6k place — The contcft was but ftiort. In" 
a fe^ minutes, the rioters gave way in ail dire^Sions. 
Thofe wlio had been forced along by them, were the 
" flrft to flieer off, when they found an opportunity, 
over hedges and ditches, wberever they thought they 
could bed make their efcape ; numbers not knowing 
whither they w^re flying. It may not be unworthy- 
of remark, that captain Boyd, theft of the Wexford 
militia, had been to Taghmon in the morning, with a 
party <»f , the 56th regiment, to efcort a prifoner ;. 
and was now on his return to Wexford as far as Betti- 
ville,. having no other poflible intimation of what had 
happened, but the confufcd flight o^" the afFrightcd 
rabble. He lay in ambufcade for their approach, and, 
from behind the ditches, fhot numbers of the fugi- 
tives- 
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lives. The weather teing intenfely warm> occafioncd 
the death of a great many of the wounded, who might 
otherwife recover; but left their wounds might betray 
them, they did not apply for medical afliftance. Many 
too, w ho were badly wounded, ran as far as they could j 
and, being exhaufled, crawled for concealment into the 
ditches, where they periflied, and whence the firft inti-» 
mation of their fate was conveyed by the putrid exhala- 
tion from their bodies. Eleven lay dead on the fcene of 
aflion,in John-ftreet;one of whom was a poor cobler.of 
the town, fhot by accident. The others were publicly 
expofed for fome times and were. At length identified. 
Among them there appeared four freeholders, who 
had been polled at the preceding eleflion ^for the 
county. At that timie, the catholics of Ireland could 
not be freeholders in their native land, by the exifting 
laws of which, they were excluded fiom that privi- 
lege. Jn the hurry and 'fright of the aflion, eight 
men fought refuge in a hay-loft, where they were dif- 
covcred after the conflifi, made prifoners, and com- 
mitted to gao]. Qne of them died of his wounds, two 
became informers, and five were brought to trial > 
condemned at the enfuing aflizes, and executed on the 
26th of July following. One of thefe men, who had 
been 10 town that day to market, was on his return 
home obliged to come back with the rioters; and, 
ahhough he was proved a man of moft unexception- 
able character, ypt fuch was the idea entertained of the 
ncceflSty of public example, that his chara£ler, or the 
ciroamftance of innocence, did not fave him. 

The inhabitants of Wexford, to prevent fuch ano- 
ther furprife, armed and embodied therofclves in four 
different divifions, oflScered by fcveral gentlemen who 
l»ad ferved in the armjr ; and all under the cominand 
Ea of 
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of colonel (now general) Nicholls. He gave his ordcr^ 
every day on parade* and different patroles perambu- 
lated the town dnd its vicinity every night. Two 
pieces of cannon were planted on that part of the 
barrack hill, which cotnmands the whole, ftrect, and 
the enti^nce to the gaol ; and four others were ready- 
to be brought to any quarter in cafe of emergency. 

During this fyflem of precaution, a foldier of the 56th: 
gave the alarm to his comrades in the barracks, that, 
as he had been paffing through a church-yard in the 
town, he was attacked by fome of the inhabitants^^ 
who threatened him and his regiment with^dcftruc- 
tion, for having fired againft the people; and that at 
laft, in the affray* he had been fortunate enough to 
cfcapc with the lofs of fome of his fingers. This 
ftory, artfully told by the wounded man, roufed the 
fury of the foldiers to fuch a pitch, that they made 
preparation, and were aflually on the point of fallying. 
forth from xheir barrack:*, to take flgnal vengeance 
of the town's people. It required all the ejtertion* 
And authority of their officers to reftrain them; bufe 
this tfity at length happily effefled. 

The aftbciation for prefervlng the peace of the 
county, affembled always at Ennifcorthy, (that being 
the mod central fituation.) The day after this affair,' 
had been appointed for one of their meetings. To 
this meeting a gentleman was dtfpatched from Wex- 
ford, with the foregoing melancholy intelligence ; 
and tn exprefs requed, that a fuitable reward would be 
dflfered for the apprehenfion of thfc perpetrators of 
the horrid deed. This would have been imm^iately 
tarried into effeA, and orders fent by that night's poRi 
to have the intelligence generally ckculated> through 

' , the 
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the medium of the Dublin papers, had it not fo hap- 
pened that there was not a fufTicient number of the 
members of the fecret committee of the aflbciation 
prcfent, to order the dUburfement of the neceflTary ex- 
pences; they having the command of the funds. But 
before a competent confcnting number of thefe could 
be collefled, it was difcovered that the foldier had been 
the perpetrator of the horrid deed himfelf, and had 
been iaduced to cut off his fingers to prevent his going 
abroad with his regiment, then under orders for fo- 
reign fervice. Had it not been for the prudent exertion* 
of the oflScerSj it is more than probable, that this im- 
pofture would have been attended with dreadful con- 
fequences before the real difcovery could be made. 
The peace of the county was attended to with the 
greateft a(Slivity and vigilance by the aflbciation, but 
in fa6^, after the affair at Wexford, on the nth of 
July, 1793, before detailed, no apparent fymptom or 
even a difpofition to riot could be traced. 

At the meetings of the aflbciation, I perceived, with 
regret, an infidious fpirit, eager and aflive to attach the 
entire odium of the difturbances exclufively on the ca- 
tholics, although the damning public fpeflacle, on thcf 
cxpofurc of the killed at Wexford, fhould, furely, ever 
Jiave deterred barefaced calumny and prejudiced mifre- 
prefentation from future exhibition : Yet, the malignant 
traducers of their countrymen to foreigners believed^ 
or affe6^ed to believe, this vile reproach on mere afler- 
tion. In any other part of the world the uttering of 
fuch grofs detraflion would bring down public exe- 
cration, and , perhaps, endanger the perfonal fafety 
of the hated reptile that would dare, in this uji- 
qualiiied manner, to denounce a whole communi-' 
ly. Ireland, hov^ever, which, by a peculiar pro- 
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videncc, thoqgh freed from any other> abounds with, 
thefe monfbers in human form^ who batten on the ruin 
of public profperity. 

Thefe groundlefs infinuations were carried to fuch 
lengths> that, even in thehoufeof lords, in the affem- 
blageof the peers of the realm, lord Farnham affert- 
«d, with confidence, that the riots in the county of 
Wexford had became ferioufly alarming ; that the peo- 
ple held niglitly meetings, and from parifh to parifh» 
had fworn not to pay rents, tythes or taxes, and that 
the lower orders of catholics had rifen in confequencc 
of a difappointed expectation of receiving ten pounds ^, 
year, as theconfcquent advantage of their emancipati- 
on, which they had been promifed by their delegates. 
This* lord Farnham alleged in the moft folemn 
wanner, on the authority of letters received by him- 
felf, from a quarter the nwft rcfpcdable, he faid, ia 
the county of Wexford.* 

My furpiife was great, indeed, on finding fuch al- 
legations thus ftrongly afferted and become the fub- 
jtfQ^^^rliamentary difcuffion ; knowing, as I did, 
that the nots had never affumed this ferious complex!- 
on> nor had in any degree furniihed ground for fuch 
exaggerated ftatcmeni. Being a catholic delegate for 
the county, I naturally felt an anxiety to difcover 
whence originated this extraordinary information ; and 
thought the beft appeal, at the time, would be to a 
meeting of the affociation, compofcd of almoft all 
the refpeflable gentlemen of the county. Here ( 
complained that the country was calumniated, and re* 
quelled to know, if I could be informed who it was 

• Sec Appendizy No. 4. 
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that liad conYcycd fuch ftrangc and nnwarranted 
intelligence to lord Farnham ? I took the liberty alfo 
to declare, that, let him be who he may, if the fails 
exifted to his conviflion, he fhould have produced fa- 
tisfaflory evidence of that conviflion to the affociation, 
the natural and avowed guardians of the peace of the 
county. I farther urged, that not above one-eighth 
of the county had ever been in a ftate of difturb- 
ance; that the rioters appeared to be a motley 
nultitude of all p<jrftia' ons, to whom religion appear- 
ed to be an obje6l of the leaft concern. 

The refult was> after a mofr nainute invefligationr 
that the monftrous charge waa deemed a grofs and un- 
founded calumny; and whatever latitude prejudiced 
converfation might have taken at the feftive tables of 
fome gentlemen, not one then prefumed to come for- 
■ft^ard in fupport of the principles of bigotry againft 
ftabborn truth and undeniable fafls. But had not 
ihis enquiry been inflituted, it is very probable that 
the unrefuted calumnies againft the county of Wex- 
ford might have led to confequences as fatal and deplo- 
imble as happened from like caufes in the counties of 
Mcath and Louth. Thefe, however, I will not at- 
tempt to detail ; having limited royfe^f, for the prc- 
fent, to the tranfadions of my native county, awaiting 
an opportunity of general information. 

The catholics of the county met at Wexford, on 
the 3cth of July, for the purpofeof publicly avowing 
their fcntiments and principles. To this eScSt they 
adopted refolutions which were given to the world 
in all the public papers of the day.* 

♦ See, Af ncfidU, No. 5, 
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In fchc year i79S> when lord Fitz-William's recall 
from the government of Ireland was made known> the 
freeholders and other inhabitants of the county of 
Wexford were fummoned to meet on purpofe to delibe- 
rate on thii* unexpciSled event. In the abfence of the 
fherifT, the fumqnons was ligned by Cornelius Grogan^ 
Ifaac Cornockj Thomas Grogan K"Q^> Harvey Hay* 
and John Grogan, magidrates of the county. Thq 
meeting, which was held in the county court-houfc 
of Wexford, on the 23d of March, was very nume- 
Toufly attended. Unanimous refolutions were enterccl 
into ; a petition to the king was voted ; and Cornelius 
Grogan, Edward Hay, and Beauchamp Bagnal Harvey, 
efqrs, were appointed delegates to prefent it to hia 
majefty* An addrefs to lord Fitz-William was alfo ^ 
looted, and Sir Thomas Efmonde, ^nd Sir Frederick 
Flood, Baronets, and Willianj Harvey, efq. were ap-r 
pointed, and they fet ofFinft^ntly for Dublin, to pre- 
fent it to the lord lieutenant, who was at the time 
hourly expelled to leave fhe country. The regret 
felt on the recall of this nobjeman, even wbofe good 
intentions produced fuch cordiality and harmony 
amongd all ranks and defcriptions of people, is fcarcely 
credible. From that period may be dated the origin 
of that dreadful ftate of calamity and misfortune in 
which Ireland has been fince involved, for it is novir 
evident to all, that had the meafures intended to b^ 
carried into efFcd by him been adopted, the nation 
would have continued its happy career of uncommon 
progreffive profperity. It was propofed to his lord- 
ih\f9 by the Biitiili cabinet to carry the union, at 1^ 
time that he had got the money bills paflcd, and waa 
pledged to the country to have the popular meafarc^ 

• See Appendix, No. 6, 
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«Iladed to brought forward in parliament. It wag 
even fuggefted^ that thefe mcafures might go hand in 
hind with the other; but he preferred being recalled 
to giving h\$ fupport to a bufinefs that fo ftrohgly met 
his difapprobation ; nor> ihdeed> is it at all probablei 
that the Iriih legiflature knd people would have con* 
fcnted," at that day, to yield up the dignity of indepen- 
dence for any confideration thjb mihiflry could pretend 
lo offer. / 

, Tberetaioyal of lotd Fitz- William miift eter becon- 
fidered as one of the greatcft niisfoTtnnes, that, in the 
revolution of agesi has befalUen <his devoted nation. 
It originated a train of calamitous circumftdnces, which 
the difclofing information of every day renders mor6 
And more lamentable to the friends of Ireland. The 

, great majority of the people was infttlted, public faith 
was violated ; the cup of redrefs was dlfhed from the 
lips of expectation, and it cannot be wondered at 
that the anger of difappointment iliould have enfued. 
Had the healing balm been applied at the critical mo- 
ment, the fever of commotion had long (ince palTed 
its criiis. Had the benevolent meafures, intended b^ 
that nobleman as the bafis of his adminiftration, been 
effeSed the rankling wounds of diviflon and diftra(fti* 
on were for ever clofed, nor would the poifon of pre- 
judice and party fpirit ftill threaten convulfioh and 

• confufion ; but harmony, confidence and peace would 
reign throughout the land. 

Being one of thofe who had bccft cHofen to prefect 
the petition of the county of Wexford to his majefty, I 
proceeded as far as Dublin, on my way to London, 
ivitb my companions in appointment. Here it waa 
thought mod advifeable to get Individual (ignatures to 
<• . F the 
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Ihe pftitioa9 rtther than bearit with thofe of the c^alr-^ 
Bfean and fecrctary, nfbo had iigncd it by the tinaniuiotis 
drdfer of the county meeting. My brother delegated 
declined going back> and I undertook the ta(Ic alone, at 
the noMent I ^^s going into the packet-boat to fail 
for England : my having failed was even announced in 
the fmblic papers. IretuTned totbecoHnty ofWexfordy 
was indefatigable in my exertions* aiKl no greater 
proof cin be adduced of the general public approba- 
tion of the meafure, and of the unanimity of fenciment 
preyaknt on the occafion* tfaah the account of my fuc- 
ccfs. In the fpace of one week! was able to procure 
twenty-two tboufand two hundred and iifty-on« fig^ 
natures* among whom were all the independent 
und refpeAable gentlemen of the county, I then 
l^roceeded to London* and had the honour of pre- 
fentlng the pistitiom, wtth all the iignatures* to his sia* 
•jefty* on the 24d of April^ X795, at the levee at St^ 
James's> along with my brother delegates^ and we meC 
with a gracious reception^^ 

Not many years ago the county of Wexford could 
boaft of independent prrnciples* and the public fpirit 
of its ^ntry was confpicuous. This* it may be ob- 
fcTved* was chiefly owing to the great number of refi- 
dent landlords* whofe properties were fo equally divid- 
'^•, that there were comparatively but few overgrown 
fortunes among them. While this ftate of eafy parity- 
prevailed* fo long lafted the peace and proipexity of 
the county. At that time refpe6lable charaflers volun- 
tarily engaged themftlves to preferve and maintain 
.public order* and it is eafy to conceive* that the laws 
of a country will be well and chearfully" obeyed, when 
the police is undertaken by '2, body of uninfluenced 

:gentlemen> 

• Sec Appendix, No. 4* • 
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gentlemen, whofe intereft and incruiadons induce them 
to watch, with inceflant vigilance, over its tnmquillity. 
The unbiafled exertions of fuch men muft alwayaen- 
fure what the Ivlfli have ever yearned after, an im- 
partial adniiniftration of juftice ; without which, laws, 
^vcnof tlie bed defcription, are, nothing better than in* 
ftrunsents of tyranny. But the times have changed, 
and other men andothcr mcafures have fucccedcd. Of 
jhcfe we fliall prefently have occafion to make men- 
tion. 

The principle of volunteering, while it was 'pro* 
duftivc of focial and liberal intercourfe, appears to 
have diffbfed a fpirit of conviviality throughout the 
country ; and fo far were the pleafures of the table irf- 
dulged, that the fortunes of many were thereby im- 
paiVed, and their diftreffes obliged them to refign their 
iqdependence. Reprefentatives and their moft zealous 
friends and adherents fell into a dereli6lion and aban- 
donment of public concerns, at the fame time that 
they ncglcfted their private interefts ; and hence the 
county may date the lofs of its independent charaftcr. 
Of this a moft ftriking inftance can be adduced. At 
an eledion, fome years back, one of the candidates, 
who was cfteemed by his party zjlaunch patriot, came 
forward and declared to the people, oh the hufling3, 
that '< no human coniideration fhould ever induce bim 
*< to accept of a place or apenfion, if he became their 
** reprefentative." This declaration, however, at 
will appear by the fcquel, he feems to have thought no 
more about than if he had /wallowed a foached egg ; (a 
memorable escpreffion of his own on a late occafion.) 
He was chofen a knight of the fhire, and at a fubfequent 
meetings he was a6lually ahfolved from this folemn 
add voluntary engagement j nay, truly it was requeft- 
F a U 
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ed, he would accept of fome employment ; and he fliortly 
after meekly condefccnded to gratify their wifhes, bjr 
accepting of a penfion and place, which he ftill com- 
fortably retains, and is likely to retain as long as he 
lives. 1% muft be here obfervcd, by the bye> that the 
objcd of fuch a plenary irtdulgence muft fee greatly 
endeared to fuch attached «nd accommodating conftitu- 
cnts ; the pleafing efFeS of convivial talents among 
conftant companions wlio thus cbnftitute their favourite 
the king of his company; afituation fo fafcinating 
to fome difpofitions, that they will ri{quc all poflible 
hazards for its maintenance. It will not be eafily io^. 
prefled on ingenuous minds> t^t men who woul4 
fain uphold in the higheft degree the dignified, 
charafter of independence, fliould fo far forget them- 
felves as to hold forth to the world, in a puilif faper^ 
fuch a memorial of total indifference to that chara6ler.' 
yet in the cafe before us the fa6l is incontrovertible. 

^t has b^en too common a foible with fome of our 
gentry to aim at equal fplendour and expence with 
their fuperiors in fortune. Such men, before being, 
aware of their (ituation, have incautioufly expended, 
largely above their incomes. A fyftem of fuch care- 
Icfs difUpatioi;! and extravagant fquandering muft de- 
ftroy the moft ample refources; and men, long in the 
habit of indulging thofe propenftties, and finding 
their means abridged, and themfelves deeply involvedj^ . 
bave ftiU an aching reluctance to give up any (hare of 
their ideal confequence. Inftead therefore of irefort- 
ipg to any rational pUn of oeconcmy, they endeavour 
to get within the circle of fome lord or great man« 
fuppofed to be poffcffed of cxtenfivc patronage. They 
court his f|niles> and if their efforts lye crowned wit^ 
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any degree of fuccefs^ they inftantly conclude, that all 
tlieir mifappHed expenditure mull be amply reimburfed 
by this very often empty fpeculation. They count 
upon places and employments, of great emolument, 
for themfelves and their children ; and thus they 
abandon all idea of the certain purfuits of induftry, 
trade and honourable frofeffion: they launch into the 
lottery of patronage, and yield up their fpiritof inde- 
pendence, and all their aflions, (out of the circle of 
their families) to the utter controul and dire<9ing will 
of their adopted patron. It is prefumed, that any per- 
fon acquainted with the (late of Ireland, muft perceive 
t^at this fyftem has unfortunately been but too largely 
purfued, and too much afled upon ; and it is alfo pretty 
notorious, that the county of Wexford has be.en, for 
fbmc time paft, what is not unaptly termed lord-ridden. 
Slaves to their fuperiors, but tyrants to their inferiors ; 
ihefc needy adventurers become the tools of prevailing 
power* Juftices of the peace are felefled from this 
clafs, and thefe, by this degree of elevation, (certainly 
to them the Ration is an exalted one) think themfelves 
raifed to a level of equality with the moft refpeflablc 
gentlemen in the country. But their ignorance is*fo 
prepoftcrous, and their behaviour fo affuming, that 
men of education, talents and fortune, are induced to 
withhold themfelves from a fituation they wouldother- 
wife grace, as it might oblige them to confer with fel- 
lows with whom they would not by any means hold 
communion or keep company. Thus are the very 
men who ought to be the magiftrates of the country, 
and who would chearfully accept the office, were they 
to affociate wuth proper companions in duty, deterred 
from^ holding commiffions of the peace; while the 
juflicc and police of the community is left to Ignorant, 
^ prefuming 
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prefuming and intemperate upftarts> devoid of all qua*^ 
lification and endowment, except that a1one> if i^ may 
be termed fuch, of unconditional fubmiifion and obe- 
dience to the controuling nod of their boafted patrons* 
If they faithfully adhere to this, they may go all 
lengths to laife their confequence, and enhance their 
eftimation with the multitude. Thefe creatures have 
therefore the effrontery to pufh thcmfelves forward on 
every occafion ; and after a feries of habitual afts of 
mrpitude, whenever an opportunity offers itfcif, they 
become the fcourges and the firebrands of the country. 
It is much to be lamented^ that there are but too many 
examples of this melancholy truth> and that in too 
many inftanccs, thefe wretches have been fct on to 
commit flagrant afls of outrage, to anfwer the political 
purpofes of their patrons, who fhrink from appearing 
perfonally concerned in thefe deeds of fhame. On 
fach occafions, from behind the curtain, the hireling 
crew are fent out to riot on the public flage, and 
dreadful are the confequences that follow ; while the 
Yile onderft rappers are utterly ignorant of the 
caufe, and never queftion the motive of their fubor-^ 
natioflr 

In the beginning of the year 1795, parties of con- 
tending rioters, denominated feep o* day hoys, and 
^e/enderst difturbed different parts of the province of 
Ulfter, by afls of violence and outrage againft each 
other. Some fay their animoflties originated from 
elcflioneering. To thefe fucceeded, in the fummer of 
the fame year, a defcription of public di&urbers, call- 
ing tliemfelves orangcmen, who now made their fiirft 
appearance in the county of Armagh. Their objeft 
appears to have been, not to fuffer a catholic to re- 
maio within the limits of their fphere of a£lion. They 

pofled 
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^ofted up on the doors of the catholics, peremptory- 
notices of departure; fpecifying the prccife time, « 
week ftt the fartheft, pretty nearly in the following- 
words: — <* To hell or to Cotm aught with yout you. 
^ bloody fafifls j and if you are not gone hy" (mention* . 
ing the day) *« we will come and dejlroy yourfilves and 
your froperties: we aU hate the fafijls here,'' — ^They 
generally were as good as their words. The catholics 
at firft faved themfelves by flight ; but thofc who re- 
ceired notices at a later period, were able to take fome 
of their properties along with them. It is aftonifliing 
to think that fuch events could take place, where 
there were -knj men of intelligence, honefty* 
or public fpirit ; and ftiU the fa£ls are indubitable : 
nay, thefe enormities feem to have been connived at^ 
or totally overlooked, until many thoufands of the 
xatboHcs were thus driven from that part of the 
country^ and that it became neceflary to find occupiers 
for tlie lands they had been obliged to abandon. Even 
the gentlemen of landed intereft in the county did 
not exhibit, by any public teAimony, a difavowal of 
thefe horrid atrocities, until the period of fetting the 
forfaken territory roufcd them from their (lumbers* 
Then they diicovered, to their amazement and difmay^ 
that, among the few bidders who appeared, not one 
irms found to ofFer more for any lot, than about half 
'what was paid for the fame before by thecatholic tenants 
Then indeed, and not till then, did the banifliment of 
the cathoHcs appear alarming. It was ferioufly alarm- 
'ing to gentlemen, thus in a moment to lofe half their 
incomes^ but until this fatal difcovery was made, the 
number of wretched poor, profcribfed and violently 
<iriven from their homes, deprived of their cabins 
•and their all, was a circumftancc unworthy of thefe 
gentlemens* notice. 

To 
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To counteraft this calamity as much as J>ofl5ble, i 
numerous meeting of the magiftrates of the county of 
Arolagh was held at the fpecial inftance of the go?- 
VernoFj lord vifcount Gosfbrd, on the 28th day erf 
becember, 1795. To this afTemblagey on taking thfc 
chair as prefident) his lordfhip fpoke a poihted addrefs 
on the occafion ; which, together with the proceed- 
ings^ was publilhed in the Dublin Journal of the 5th 
of January^ 1796** 

A circamflslntial detail ofthefe occurrences in thfc 
North would be inconfiftent with my original interf- 
tion, of confining myfclf> for the prefent, to the tranf* 
anions in the county of Wexford ; but I have been 
led into this* I hope> excufable digrefliony in order ti> 
account to the reader, in a great meafure, for the 
dreadful impreflion made on the minds of the people, 
at a future period, by the rumours, that orangemen 
were fworn for the deftruflion of the catholics ! Were 
thefe rumours to be grounded only on lord G.oaford*s 
ftatement, (too authentic to admit a poifibility of 
denial ;) and true only in tbe extent bis lordfliip has 
allowed them,' with what terrible apprehenfions mufl 
they fi^ll the minds of a (imple, opprefTed and degraded 
peoplcifuch as the Irifh peafantry are generally, known 
to be for ages paft ? But when it is cnnfidered, that 
the honid afls themfelves haye never been difavowed; 
and the reports of them have rung in the ears of 
every individual throughout the nation, (perhaps with 
aggravated circumnances, as it ufnally happens,) tl^e 
Tcfleding reader is referred to his own judgment, ro 
eftimate how mAh the woeful tale of the forlorn fuf- 
ferers, by its reverberation from one end of the ifland 

• Set Appendix, NV t. 
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to the othen mufi aff*e£l the mindy alarii\ the imagina- 
tion) and enflame the refentnients of an in:itated> in- 
fulted, and violated community ? What advantage 
might not be taken of a ferment thus excited by de- 
figning men> perhaps too> by the greateft enemies of 
the people ? For fuch frequently affume the mafk of 
friendfhip and condolencei and apparently afFcd coun- 
teracting the finiAer defigns of their minions^ in order 
to accomplifh their private views> through a^ew of 
popularity. 

Various^ as has been obfervcd, were the defcrip- 
tions of the dtfturbers of the public peace in Uifter. 
Numbers went about in the nighty fearching houfes> * 
and taking away all the arms they could find> without 
violating any other property. This becoming gener- 
ally knowuy the houfes were ufually opened upon the 
firft fummons. ' This eafy mode of admittance was 
afterwards taken advantage of by common robbers; 
who at firft only aiTumed the character of difarmers^ 
to come at their prey with lefs trouble and more cer- 
tainty. After a continued feries of fimilar circumftancea 
of violence and outrage? ariiing from a nation's greateft 
carfe? thedifunion of its people? but which our limits will 
not permit us to detail at prefent? general Lake iflued 
his proclamation for difarming the inhabitants of the 
North of Ireland, on the r3th of March 1797 ; and on 
the 2ift of the fame month? Mr. Grattan? after a fpeech 
delivered with his ufaal force of talent and brilliant 
ability? moved for an enquiry into tlxe caufes which 
produced this proclamation ; but his motion was un- 
fortunately rejefled. — The perfecutions in the county 
of Armagh were fo flagrant? and the condu£l of many 
of the magiftrates fo contrary to law? that applications 
were made to the court of king's bench^ for attach- 
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ments againft feveral of them> but a bill of indemmr^ 
prevented a judicial invcftigation of their conduft j 
md thus they wcte fcrcened from merited punidiment* 
This total difregard of theit grievances> and inatten- 
tion to theit complaints^ added to the barbarous out- 
rages afterwards committed by the military in the 
northern counties^ very much exafp^erated the feelmgs 
of the fuflering party. They rcforted for temporary 
Teltef Ip private forrow and fecret lamentation. In 
this fad ftatei bordering on defpa{r> every injured 
perfon fympathized with his neiglibonr in affli(Slion> 
aiid their united refentmentSy like a raging f)ame» fup- 
preffedjbut not extinguifhed> were the iriore likely 
to burft forth with fudden fury, and unexpeSed vio- 
lence. It may not be impertinent to remark* that in 
all cafes of pof^ular commotion, an enquiry into the 
alledged grievances, ought to go hand in hand with 
the meafures of rigour and coercion. Thefe two prin- 
tiples are far from being incompatible, and any go- 
ycrnment afling upon them, muft be certain of con- 
dliating^ ofoediehee and affe£^ion ; refpCift and attach^i* 
talent. 

The carl of Moira, with that dignified humanity, 
which has ever graced his noble chara6^er, brought 
the diftrefles of Ireland before the Britifh houfe of 
lords, on the azd of November 1 797 ; when he gave a 
heart-rending defcription, in his native ftrain of eleva- 
tion, of the favage cruelties praflifed by the military 
againft the people; and offered at the moment, to 
produce at the bar incontrovertible proof of his afler- 
tions. He concluded his able ftatcmcnt, by moving an 
addrcfs to the fovereign, the principal purport of which 
was, «« humbly hoping that his majefty ifiight be gra- 
^ ciouflypleafcd to take into his paternal confidcration, 

* ^ jf the 



Digitized by 



Googk 



<« thcdifturbcd ftatc of Ireland ; and to adopt fuch le- 

«' nieot meafuresy as might appear to his royal wifdom 

,*« and benignity) beft calculated to reftorc tranquillity 

/< and ^xcite afFedion.'^ But fad to telU his lordfliip 

was not more fortunate in the Britifli faoufe of lords* 

.than was Mr. Grattan the preceding March in the Iri(K 

houfe of commons. Both motions had the fame un- 

"locky fate of reje£lion. On the following day» (the 

jijd of November^) Mr. Fox made a fimilar benevolent 

and patriotic effort^ (and who is unacquainted with his 

jx>wer3?)in the Britifh houfe of commons, but with the 

ilike fuccefe. He coficluded a lucid and^mimated fpeech 

with the following pointed and^^mphatic quotation 

/rom Cicero, which I cannot rcfift inferting : <« Carum 

^^effe crtnbusy heni M refublica nureri^ laudari, colif 

** diligif gloriofum eft : m^uivero et in odio effiy imndi-- 

** ^m, deuftahiky imheciUum^ caducum.*' «* To be 

<* dear to one's coutitrymeni to defenre well of the 

«' common weal, to be praiied, to be refpedted^ to be 

'^ beloved, is glorious : but to be feared, and encom- 

^< pafled with hatred, is invidious, is deteftable, is tot- 

** tering, is ruinous.'* 

The appointment of general fir Ralph Abercromby, 
•on the i^th of December, 1797, to the chief command 
of the forces in Ireland, gave general fatisfa£{ion, 
and afforded a ray of hope to drooping defpondency. 
The fubfequcnt difplay^f his eminent virtues evinced 
the juftice of favourable expectation. Having been 
quartered in Ireland, through moft of his gradations 
of well-merited promotion, he poflefled a perfed local 
knowledge of the country ; and he now refolyed in 
perfon to vifit every diftrid, and thus he made a tour 
of obfervation through the whole ifland. After a 
flriA review of every objeCl worthy of his attention* 
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he publiflicd on his return to Dublin general orders 
to the feveral military commandersy wherein after 
having reprobated the irregularities of the foldieiy, he 
direded the neceflary reftraint for their diforderly con- 
duA. Thefe orders were iflued from the adjutant- 
general's office^ in DubUn> on the 26th of February^ 
1 797-* 

The earl of Moira, animated by the fame generous 
motives that always influenced his condu6^9 made his 
laft effort to avert the impending ftorm. With this 
benevolent intention, on the 19th of February, 1798* 
he moved in the Irifli houfe of lords, «« That an 
«c humble addrefs be prefented to his excellency the 
« lord lieutenant, reprefcnting, that as parliament 
^« hath confided to his excellency extraordinary pow- 
« ers for fupporting the laws and defeating any trafto- 
*« rous combinations- which may exift in this king- 
«« dom, this houfe feels it, at the fame time, itsdutyt 
*< as thofe powers have not produced the defired effefl", 
.«« to recommend the adoption of fuch conciliator)r 
^^ ineafure* as may allay the apprefaeniions and extin-- 
^ guKh thetlii^oiuents unhappily prevalent in this 
<* country." This motion was introduced after an af- 
fcfling fpeech of uncommon energy, but it was ncg«^ 
tived without^ further invefligation ; a circumftance 
that furnifhes ftrong ground for the opinion of many 
intelligent men, that the door was (hut, at that time, 
againft all enquiry, for purpofes not then known, or 
even imagined by the public ; but which, however, 
were foretold, as if from a fpirit of infpiration, even 
in the minuted circumftances, by thofe elevated ge- 
niufes, whofe comprehenfive views in regard to the con- 
cerns of their country were unlimited. The great mea- 
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Vurc was ftill in refcrvc, and not to be brought forward 
until the country (hould be completely paraly fed. This 
unhappy crifis it is thought, was long in agitation and 
deeply premeditated. 1 crave the reader's permiflion, 
while I endeavour to flcetch a brief outline of the 
manner in which it is fuppofed to have been finally ef- 
fcfled. ' 

During the American war, at one time, nearly all 
the troops on the Irifh eftabliftiment were drawn off to 
fupport that unfortunate conteft. The combined fleets 
of France and Spain were, riding triumphant in the 
channel, and our fhores were every moment threatened 
with a formidable invafion. In this perilous fituation 
Ireland was advifed by the Britifh miniflry to defend 
herfelf as well as flie could, as fiie was now left no 
other refource. The latent fpirit of the nation was 
Toufed at the approach of danger. Upwards of one hun- 
dred thoufand heroes inftantly appeared, felf-clothed, 
fclf-armed, perfe6^1y equipped and appointed, ready tr> 
oppofe, with dauntlefs courage, the menacing foe that 
would rafbly venture to infult their coaft. Thefe were 
the ever memorable and ever glorious volunteers of Ire- 
land. Our enemies were all at once, completely feared, 
they (hrunk into their ports ; and our fhores, then too 
commanding for an attempt to land, were left unmolefl- 
ed. Our people were united in harmonious refolution ; 
every bread glowed with patriotic ardour ; and the fal- 
Tation of Ireland, otherwife left to inevitable deftrufti- 
on, was the confequence. The hour of fecurity and focial 
intercourfe produced reflexion. The faviours of their 
country quickly difcovered that they exifted in a ftate 
of thraldom to the BritiOi parliament. They demanded 
a redrefs of grievances ; it could not be refufed ; and 
ihe national legiflaturc was confequently declared in- 

dependenC.N., 



Digitized by 



Googk 



4$ INSURRECTION OF TBK 

'dependent. This great event took place in I782> an4 
a rapid encreafe of national profperity fucceeded ; our 
commerce being Jefs (hackled^ became more extenlivcp 
and thecapital of the ifland improved in fplendour and 
magnificence. But it was with the utmoft relu«^ance 
and under circumftances of imperious neceffity that 
thefe conceffions (eemed to be made by the Biitifli 
cabinet) while the moA malignant envy rankled in he 
bofomsof the enemies of Ireland. But there was ncr 
alternative. A diffuiion of liberal fentiment and aa 
vnity of interefts had combined men o'* all ranks and 
perfuafions in the. common caufe The unhallowed 
monfierof religious bigotry could no longer be intro- 
duced to foment prejudice and fow baleful divifion ; 
all was concord and unanimity. But the obje6t of cre- 
atingdifunion and annulling the benefits obtained was 
never loft fight of; ami the happy ftateof Ireland con- 
tinued uninterrupied on^y, until thcdiffolution of the 
ToIunteeraiTociationS) (and this was contrived as fpeedily 
as poffible) and till other fchemes were put in practice 
ro diffipate the union of fedtiment which fo happily- 
prevailed. Much time was not loft therefore, to put 
every engine at work for this detefted purpofe. In 
1786 a fet of commercial regulations, denomihateq 
propofitions, was drawn up in the Irifli houfe of com- 
mons, and tranfmitted for the confideration of the Bri- 
tiih parliament. From thence they were returned (6 
altered, that the Irifli minifter of the day found it ex- 
pedient not to prefs them forward. It was affertedi 
that the propofitions, fo garbled, went the full lengthi 
of annihilating by implication, the independence fo 
lately acquired ; and this proceeding excited no fmaU 
degree of irritation. The fame year, among other 
means of difturbing the harmony of the people, the 
right reverend dodor Woodwards late bifliop of 
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Cloyne, taking advantage of fome difturbanecs, ex^ 
^ted by the cxaflions of tythe-farmers in Munderr 
ftilminated a pamphlet pronouncing the church and 
Aate in danger. The trump of difcord thus delibe- 
rately blown, was rcfounded by an intemperate writer,. 
Under the affumed name of « Theophilus" Thi» 
fcurrilous publication, (at firft acknowledged butafter- 
wards denied by its reputed author) was, always with* 
good rcafon attributed to a civilian, engaged in the 
fervice of the eftabliflied church, and now at the head 
€)f its judicial concerns. This author's publication it 
BOtorious for virulent abufe, for grofs and foul invec- 
tive againft €ath6lics in public ; though he had a 
catholic of the gentler fex, the wedded piairtner of hi» 
^xiflence, and though in private life endeavouring t^ 
maintain habits of intimacy with many of the catholic 
clergy ; but what reliance is to be placed on ^he decla- 
itaations of a man whofe praftice is fo contrary to his- 
f^rofeflions ; but he may well play the ambidtecter, when 
Bis pleadings have heaped on him a multiplicity of 
. profitable (ituations, (which he does not admit to be 
places or employments) and in his convivial moment* 
he is foully belied if he does not miglitily enjoy the 
joke. Thefe, and fuch like productions, dictated by 
the fpirit of difcord, were refuted by fcveral able pens^ 
ef the day, but particularly convifted by the irrefifti- 
We force of the benevolent G'Lcary's dignified ridi- 
cule. This divine, profefling the true fpirit of the gof- 
pcl,excited by the pureft motivesof patriotifm and chrif- 
tian charity fteps forward, and by his exhortations and 
example contributed more effeflually to quiet the 
■linds of thepeople, and appeafe thetempeft, by bring- 
ing them back to a fenfe of their religion, and with- 
out the lofs of a life, efFefled more than an hoft 
jpiomptcdby prejudiced coercion^ or a formidable army. 
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The happy cfFcSs of the exertions of this extraordi- 
liary man, whofe talents were fo eminently ufeful al; 
this ciicical period} attrad^ the notice of majeftyy and 
vith becoming gratitude unfolicited on his part, received 
a fmall annuity as a token of royal favour ; his talents 
Kere confidcred too confpicuous to lie dormant, and very 
advantageous offers were made to him to write for a pe- 
riodical publication that militated againft hisprinciples ; 
he had no other property, yet he rejefls it with fcorn, 
altho* he was certain thereby to incut the difpleafure 
of the ruling power in Ireland, that would do all in their 
power to injure him, which he preferred to the pro* 
ilitution of his heavenly talents, and he retires from 
his native country and repairs to England* where the 
enviable bleffings of the conditution are experienced 
infinitely more than in Ireland. Yet all thefe exerti* 
ons did not allay the public ferment^ and the tiateful 
and melancholy effects of religious diflfenfion were but 
too general ; and, hence may be deduced the mod la- 
mentable misfortunes to Ireland^ the revival of reli* 
gious enmity. 

No means were omitted thenceforward by the prin- 
cipal a6lors on the occafion, of cheriflung the itnimofi* 
ties thus excited ; confident that this procedure alone 
would beft bear them to their end. This may be 
fairly concluded from what dropped in the debate on 
the famous propoiitions. A leading pedon, then high 
in confidence and official fituation, and who, before 
the final obje6l was attained arrived at the chief judicial 
capacity of the land, pronounced in the moment of exaf- 
perateJ difappointment, that ** the Irijh were a lefotted 
€c feofUy eafily roufedj and eafily affeafed ;" and in terms 
unfit for decency to utter, he is faid to have threatened 
to tame their rcfraflory fpirits. In truth, he then de- 
livered the fcntiments of his party* as well as his own 
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^termination, to which he ftriflly adhered evfcr after. 
This man of narrow politics omitted no occafion of 
accomplifliing the humiliation of his native' country.^ 
OppoGng with liceiltious petulance, all riltional fchemes 
of reform ; reprobating with plebeian ribaldry, the 
juflice of catholic claims; and provoking public 
anger by infulting public feeling, he (kw with gloomy 
fatisfaflion, before his premature diffolutiori, his ruth- 
Icfs fyftem carrfed into woeful hfFt&. The trampled 
populace were goaded to refiftance ; their fmothered 
TtfentmentS burft into a flaine that was not very ea/ify 
extinguiflied; the nation was diftraded, and the long 
premeditated meafure of incorporating union fucceed- 
ed, after a fpi/ited but inefFedual retiftscnce; and thus 
ended Ale political drama of Ireland. But to return. 

Sir Ralph Abercfomby, after the publication of his 
genferil orders, and the knowledge he had acquired ia 
his general view of the country, endeavoiited in vain 
to imprefs the minds of thofe in power with his own 
well-founded opinion, that toercive meafures, in the 
extent determined ori, wer6 by no means neceflar/ 
in Ireland. Unwilling, therefore, to tarniih hi^ 
military fame, or tifque the lofs of humane and 
manly charader by leading troops to fcenes of cold- 
blood daughter and civil d^folation ; fooner thah 
fandion by his prefence proceedings fo abhorrent from 
his nature, he religned the chief command of the army 
in Ireland, on the 29th of April, 1798. His departure 
has, indeed, been a fore misfortune to this unhappy 
nation ; and had any cafualty detained him here, but 
one month longer, it would have been providential, 
for when the infurreftion had aflually broken out, 
he could not fo well have refigned the command ; and 
his dignified authority would have reftrained the foldiery 

H from 



Digitized by 



Googk 



^0 tKSURRSCTION Of THE 

from tbc horrid excefles they afterwards committed!: 
He was too good and too great a bleffing for this ill* 
fated land to poflefsat that time ; he did all in his power 
to prevent the woeful calamities thkt followed; his- 
fplendid exploits in Egypt have rendered his fame im- 
mortal ; and bis deaths though glf^iouss has left an ach- 
ing pang in thcf bofom of every true lover of this diftra£l-^ 
ed country : — may the olive branch which he waved m 
Ireland be never forgotten among his unfading laurels ! 

A ftrong confirmauon, if further proof were at 
all neceflary> of the great difcrimination^ of gene- 
ral Abercromby's comprehenfive mind^ is his marked 
feledion of a dignified character with whom ta 
Ihare his confidence* as fecond in command when 
going on the expedition to Egypt,. His choice could^ 
not have fallen more judicioufly than on lord Hutchin- 
fon, whofe brilliant achievements and fplendid triumphs 
have (ince fo largely added to Iriih fame> and adorned 
himfelf with merited honours. This nobleman ap- 
pears to have rivaled his great friend as weH in huma- 
nity as glory. Their opinions refpefting Irelandf 
ftri6lly coincided. Witnefs his lordfhip's well-known 
fentiment of ** I abominate the torture," de- 
livered in the winter of 1798, in the Irifh parliament 
in the debate on the bill of indemnity* for fcreening^ 
the violent proceedings of the flicrifF of the county of 
Tipperary ; and it is happy fuch fentiment did not de- 
prive him of command. The oppofition of the entire 
Mutch infon family to opprcfEve meafures was confpicu^ 
ous on this occafion ; and their exertions were indefati- 
cable for tlie maintenance of peace and order through^ 
out the whole of the arduous period of dlfturbance^ 
They all breathed the fame fentiment of benevolence 
and humanity^ Thcearlof Donoughmore exerted all hia- 
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-gowcr and inilucncf to. throw open the gates of mercy 

?f the wretched people^ and his brother the hon. 
rancis Hcly Hutcbinfon, who fucceeded Mr. Judkin 
Fitzgerald as jhcrifF of the eounty of Tipperary, was 
eniinent in fupport of abhorrence of the torture. la 
fhort, the affable demeanor, the kind and conciliating 
manners of this entire family^ fafcinated the minds of 
the people» anfl thus prevented (hocking fcenes of 
dreadful devaftation, wherever they. poSefled influence 
or had command, particularly in the counties of Tippe* 
rary, Cork, and Galway, much more cffeflually than 
any meafures of violence or .coercion could ^vcr ac- 
complifh. I hope, at a future period, to be enabled to dp 
more juftice to the great meqts of this family, by 
faithfi|Uy recording their generous actions in Munftor 
in 1796, a taflc that muft be grateful to every lover of 
humanity, and of Ireland, and thofe of other celebratefl 
chara^ers, that the limits of ^ky prefent -publication,, 
permks |ae pnljr to glance at. 

lancdtately on the departure of general Aber* 
cromby, the military were lent out at free quarters, i« 
the county of Kildare, and parts of the counties of ^ 
Carlow and Wicklow. What handfhips, what calamity, 
what mifery muft not the wretched people fuffer, oa 
whom were let loofe fuch a body as the ibldiery then, 
in Ireland are deicribed to be in the general orders be- 
fore alluded to of the a6th of April, 1798 ? — They 
i>ectm^ mafters of every houfe in the country, the. 
ical owners were obliged to procure them every neccf^ 
fary they thought proper to demand ; and^ as their 
.will was then the only law, and a very imperious and 
tyrannical law it was, the people dare not, except 
at the rifque of their lives, complain. of any outrage or 
'bnuality of which their &vago difpoiition prompted 

U % . them 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Tja INSURRECTION Of, JHt 

them to be guilty. The inevitable confequence W44> 
that fuch horrid afts were perpctrated> fuch ftiock- 
ing fcenes were exhibited as muft roufe the indignation 
and provoke the abhorrence of all not dead to humane 
feeling* or not barbarifed by unnatural hafired of their 
fellow-creatures ! 

At this period of confufion, the firft public intimation 
of difturbancein the county of Wexford was from a meet- 
ing of magiftrates held at Gorcy, on the 28th of Nov. 
1797. There the proclaiming of fixteen parifhcs 
out of one hundred and forty-two, of which the county 
confifts, was voted by a majority, of which my infor- 
ination docs not afford me the number; but the mea- 
fare was ftrongly oppofed by eight of the magiftrates 
prefent, including lord Mountnorris, who muft be na- 
turally fuppofed to feel fubftantial reafons for his oppo- 
iitionto have the part of the county proclaimed wherein 
his property principally lay ; and it is to be fairly pr<j- 
fumed, (whatever ground may be had by fome reflecting 
people for thinking otherwife) that hb lordfhip was not 
influenced on this occafion at leaft, by motives of oppofi- 
tion to lord Ely, his fuccefsful rival in the patronage of 
the county. Shortly after this meeting at Gorey, I fpent 
fome days at Camolin>park, the feat of lord Mount- 
norris, while he was foliciting the people, from parifli 
to parifh, to take the oath of allegiance. His lordfhip 
requefted I would ufe what influence I might poflefs 
with the priefts in my neighbourhood, to induce them 
fnd their flocks to join in this general ted of loyalty, 
in order, as he faid, to put the catholic intereft in the 
eounty of Wexford on the mbft refpeftable footing ; 
fuggefting at the fame time, that from his << great con- 
** fiquencc and influence, his refrefentation of faHs muft 

^^ countfraH and outweigh the tnifrefrefcntations of others^'* ^ 
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He alfo fhcwed mc the oaths he ufually adminiftercd on 
thefc occafions, and which he dated himfelf to h&ve im- 
proved from time to time by feveral alterations : he pro- 
duced one> in particular, which he conceived to be 
wrought up to the higheft perfeflion of loyalty. Al- 
though I agreed with his lordfhi^ fo far as really to 
think the county was then in a ftate of perfei^ peace 
and tranquillity} '(and therefore thought this overween- 
ing parade unneceffary) yet I never believed him, not- 
withftanding all his lordfliip's ftrong profeflions to that 
cfFed, a fincere friend to catholics: I was rather 
ftrongly of opinion, that he afFefled a ftiewof concera 
for their interefts, at this critical period, in mere oppo- 
fition to the noble lord his competitor for influence. 

I therefore took the mod civil means in my power of 
Reclining the interference to which bis lordfhip would 
have directed my exertions.* Lord Mountnorris, how- 
(Ever, was i^ot lingular in courting catholic popularity 
at that pme, for all the newfpapers of the day teemed 
with addreffes from'' the catholics throughout the ifland, 
publifhed, not at the defire or at the expence of the 
fubfcribers, but by the political manceuvrers who took 
the trouble of procuring them, to anfwer their private 
purpofes, by playing them off againft the fchemes of 
other opponents. 

Previous to the fpring affizes of 1798, feveral pri- 
foners were tranfmitted from Wexford to abide their 
trials at Wicklow, on the profecution of an in- 
former, whofe real name was Morgan, and who had 
been tranfported fome yeats before for robbe- 
ry, but had returned to the country under the affum- 
ed name ' of Cooper. This mifcreant was encouraged 
bX fomc magiftrates ©f the county of Wicklow, to 
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informations againft united Iriflimen ; and this he did 
mod copioufly. On producing him, however, at Wick- 
low, his charaAer appeared fo infamous, that the gen- 
tlemen of the bar were unreferved in declaring that 
the bafencfs of fuch a nefarious villain reflected not a 
little on tbofa magiftratcs that encouraged him to come 
forward. All the prifoners were confequently acquit- 
ted, and it was therefore not deemed expedient tm 
bring him on to profecute at Wexford, where there 
were alfo fome prifoners confined on his information* 

At this aflizes alfo one man of the name of Collinsy 
otherwife M'G^illen, was brought to trial for fpread- 
ing falfe news, and alarming the country ; it was 
clearly proved, that this man circulated a report of the 
arrival of the French ofFBantry, and that the yeomen 
or Orangemen {indifferently fuppofed by the people to 
be the fame) were to march to rcfift the invafion ; 
and that it was defigned by them previoufly to commit 
a maOacre upon the catholics of the country. Such 
implicit belief did the report gain, that every perfon 
from Bray to Arklow, between four and five and 
twenty n^iles' extent abandoned their habitations, and 
flept in the open fields, and fome women were even de- 
livered in that expofed condition. It is worthy of re- 
mark, that thcfe people muft have from fome previ- 
ous caufe been led to form fo bad an opinion of 
their neighbours, when they gave credit with fo much 
facility to thefe reports. 

Several had been confined in Wexford as united 
Irifhmen, to be profecutcd by an informer of a defcrip- 
tion quite different from that of the Wicklow ruffian. 
The name of this fecond informer was Jofepb Murphy, 
a cieatuie of fuch idiot afpe£t> that it was impol&bie, 
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even at firft view, not to conclude him deflitute of com- 
mon intellect, fo that it appeared Hrange that any ma- 
giftrate of the leaft difcrimination could venture to pro- 
duce him: yet, this was the man chofen craftily to infinu- 
ate himfelf to be fworn an united Irifhman, and then to 
<kv elope this whole fcbeme of the combination to a ma- 
giftrate of the county, who had employed him for that 
purpofe, as he afterwards afferted in the rooft folemn 
nanner, and his teftimony on the trial, when he was 
produced as an informer, fufiBciently warrants this con- 
feffion. Only one trial was ventured on by the crown- 
(blicitor at the profecution of this man, and on bearing 
his evidence the prifoner was inftantly acquitted, and the 
remainder of thof againft whom he had given infor- 
nation were turned out of the dock, without any trial 
whatever. — I ftiould not dwell upon ihefe apparently 
trivial circumftances, but that the public can judge of'the 
truth only by a faithful relation of faftj* ; and thefe 
fafls alfo tend to prove that the f)ftem of the united 
Irifbmen had not diffufed itfclf through the county of 
Wexford to the extent foiconfidently affirmed b/an au- 
thor, whofe veracity in almoft every other inftande ap- 
pears equally queftionable. The truth is, that no au- 
thentic proof exifted at the time to fupport thefe arro- 
gant affertions ; and fubfequent information confirms 
how little the, county of Wexford was concerned in 
that confpiracy, as no return appears of its being orga- 
nifcd, in the difcoveries of the fecret committees of 
the houfes of lords and commons. It would be as con- 
trary to truth, however, to fay there were no 'united 
Irifhmen in the county of Wexford ; but by every ftate- 
xnent worthy of credit, that has ever appeared, their 
numbers yere comparatively fewer in this than in any 
either county in Ireland; and fuch as were of that de- 
fcription here fcem to have been privately fworn in the 
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detached unconncfled manner qf the firfl progrefs of 
that bufincfs, before it affumed the form of regular or- 
ganifation. According to this fyftem now fo univer- 
fally known* the united Iriflimcn of the county of 
Wexford, confidering the means whereby thofc thaiwere 
urged into the confpiracy, do not appear to come ftridUy 
under that denomination ; for their fiift inducement to 
combine was to render their party ftrong enough to re- 
fift the Orangemen, whom they aflu^illy believed to b« 
affociatcd andfworn for the extermination of the ca- 
tholics ; and <* to wade ankle deep in their blood /'* — What 
dreadful notions of terror and alarm muft not fill the 
minds of people believing themfelves thus derotcd to' 
inevitable deftru6lion ? fo ftrongly, indeed, was it en- 
deavoured to iraprefs the horrid belief, that it was fre- 
quently reported through the country, that the orange 
men were to rife in the night-time to murder all the 
catholics. Reports of an oppofite kind alfo went 
abroad, as it appears, by a public advertifement, that a 
reward of one hundred guineas was offered by the re- 
man catholic inhabitants of the neighbourhood of Co- 
rey for the difcovery of fome wicked and defigningr 
perfons who had a malevolent and detedable rumour> 
that all the churches were to be attacked, on Sunday 
the 29th of April, and that a general malTacre of the 
proteftants was to follow. The advertifement was 
figned by the priefts and principal inhabitants of the 
place, with fir Thomas Efmonde, baronet, at their head > 
and thus did the catholics do all in their power to fatisfy 
the minds of their proteftant brethren. Thefe reports 
certainly occafioned a great deal of mifchief among the 
ignorant and uninformed of all defcriptions, whofe 
minds were wrought up to fuch'fury and animofity, that 
the oppofite parties united for mutual defence and hofti- 
lity to their opponents. 
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On the 30th of March > 1798, all Ireland was put 
under martial law> and o£Bcially declared to be in a 
fiateorrebellion> by a proclamation from the lord lieu- 
tenant and privy council of the realm. In this pro- 
clamation the military were direded to ufe the mod 
(ummary method of repreffing difturbances. 

The orange fy (lem made no public appearance in the. 
county of Wexford> until the beginning of April> oa 
the arrival there of the North Cork militia^ commanded 
by lord Kingfborough* In this regiment> there were a 
great number of orangemen* who were zealous ia 
making profelytes> and difptaying th^ir devices ; hav- 
ing medals and orange ribbons triumphantly pendant 
from their bofoms. It is believed^ tb|t previous to 
this period> there were but few a6lual orangemen in the 
county; but foon after» thofe whofe principle) inclined 
that way^ finding themfelves fupported by the 'military* . 
joined tbe aflbciation^ and publicly avowed themfelves» 
by aSuming the devices of the fraternity* 

It isfaid>that the North Cork regiment were alfothe 
inventory — but ihey certainly wer^ the introducers of 
pitch-cap torture into the county of Wexford. Any 
perfon having their hair cut (hort> (and therefore called 
a croppy> b> which appellation the foldiery defignated 
an united Irifhman> ) on being pointed out by fome loyal 
neighbour^ was immediately feized and brought into 
a guard-houfe^ where caps either of coarfe linen or 
firong brown paper» befmeared infide with pitch* were 
always kept ready for fcrvicc. The unfortunate viAira 
had one of thefe well heated^ comprefled oa his head, 
and when judged of a proper degree of cookiefs* fo 
that it could not be ealily pulled off* the fufferer was 
turned out amidft the horrid acclamations o^ the merci* 
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lefr torturers; and to the view of vaft numbers of^ 
people^ who generally crowded about the guard-boufe" 
<loor> attraSed by tbe afflidcd cries of the tormented^ 
Afany of thofe perfecuted in this znanner> experienced ^ 
additional angutfh from the melted pitch trickling into 
their eyes. Thisafibrded a rare addition of enjoyment 
to thefe keen fportfmen» who reiterated their horrid 
yells of exultation, on the repetition of the feveral 
jccidents to which their game was liable upon beinp 
turned out; for in the confiifion and hurry of efcaping 
from the ferocious hands of thefe more ^han farage 
barbarianSf the blinded vidims frequently fell or inad- 
▼crtemly daflied their beads againft the Walls in their 
way. The paia <^difengaging this pitched cap from the 
liead muft be next to intolerable. The hair was often 
torn out by the toocs> and not unfrequently parts of the^ 
fkin were fo^icalded dr bliftered as to adhere and come 
off along with it. The terror and difmay that thefe 
cutragea occafioned are inconceivable. A ferjeant of 
the North Cork, nicknamed Tom the DevS, was moft- 
ingenious in deviling new modes of torture. Moiftened 
gunpowder was frequently rubbed into the hair cut 
dole and then fet on fire ; fome> while Ihearing* for 
this purpofe» had the tips of their ears fnipt off; fome- 
times an entire ear, and often both ears were com* 
pletely cut off; and many loft part of their nofes dur- 
ing the like preparation. But, ftrange to tell, thefe 
attrocities were poblicly pradifed without the leaft 
referve in open day, and no magiftrate or officer ever 
interfered, but {hamefully connived at this extraordi- 
nary mode of quieting the people ! — Some of the mi- 
ferable fufferers on thefe (hocking occafions, or ibme 
of -their relations or friends aSuatcd by a principle of 
reuliation, if not of revenge, cut fliort the hair of fc* 
veial perfons whom they either confidered as enemies 
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i#T fufpefied of baving pointed them oat as objcds 
4oT fuch dcfpcratc treatment. This was done with a 
view that thofe aflivc citizens fhould fall in for a little 
4fxpcricnce of the like difciplinc, or to make the fafhxoQ 
of fhort hair fo general that it might no longer be a 
mark of party diftinftion. Females were alio expofed 
^o the groileft infult^ from thefe military ruffians. Ma* 
ny women had their petticoats> handkerchief s^ capst 
ribbons^ and all parts of their drefs that exhibited a 
(hade of green, (confid^red the national colour of Ire* 
land) torn off, and their ears aflailed by the mod vile 
and indecept ribaldry. This was a circumAance (b un* 
forefeen> and of courfe fo little provided againft* that 
many women of enthnftaftic loyalty fufFered outrage in 
this manner. Some of thefe ladies would not on any 
account have worn any thing which they could even 
imagine partook in any degree of croffjifm. They 
vere> howevert unwar41y involved until undeceived 
by thefe genfle hint^ from thefe kind guardians of al** 
^giance. 

Great as the apprehendons from orangemen had 
been before among the peQple> they were now multipli- 
ed tenfold> and aggravated terror led them in numbers 
to be fworn united Irifhmen> in order to counterad the 
fuppofed plan of their rumoured exterminators. Th^ 
fears of the people bacame fo great at length, that they 
forfook their houfes in the night and flept, (if under 
foch circumftances they could fleep) in the ditches. 
Thefe fads were notorious at the time^ and had the 
magiftrates» ai^ gentlemen of the country been aduat- 
ed by the feelings that humanity naturally excites ou 
fiich occa(ions> they might> with very little trouble 
have convinced the deluded populace of the fallacy of 
fuch reports> and xhcy fliould have promifed them pub- 
lip protection* In i^neraU however^ the fa6l was other* 
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wife. The melancholy fituation of the people was re- 
garded with the utmoft indifference; few individuals felt 
any concern or gave themfelves any trouble about what 
they thought ; and no effort whatever was made to 
allay their apprehen(ions> or at all to undeceive them. 
Their minds were left to the operation of their fears, 
to diffipate which if any pains had been taken> it ia 
certain that thefe horrid conceptions entertained of 
Orangemen could never have taken fuch (Irong hold df 
their feared imaginations^ and that violence would 
have been reprefled in its origin. I had the good for- 
tune to fucceed fo far> in my own neighbourhood, as to 
induce the people to remain in their houfes at night ; 
and the trouble it gave me to efFefl fo much cannot be 
conceived without actual experience. I was much 
ama2;edto find that this notion was fo firmly entertain- 
ed by fome people of refpeflability, that I believe my- 
felf to have been the only perfon that flept in a houfe, 
wherein I was on a vifit. The fears of the family had 
been fo great> that they had formed a plan of efcape, in ^ 
cafe of any attempt by the orangemen to murder them 
in the night, ^nd with this plan I was made acquainted 
the next morning. I endeavoured to inculcate my 
pwn fixed opinion of the impoflibility of a chriftian 
harbouring the thought of putting to death an unoffend- 
ing fellow-creature. The difpqfition is too fhocking for 
any chriftian to cherifti againft another ^ but more efpe- 
cially fo for a chridian boafting that of all perfuafions 
his own difpofes moft to liberality. I rejeflcd the odi- 
ous> infernal thought with abhorrence^ and railed at 
f he weaknefs that would give it 9, moment's reception 
in the mind ; and I fucceeded in difpelling the fears, 
of fome of my friends. 

The minds of the people being thus great]y irritat* 
^di (particularly by the imi>unity of the i^fls of outrage 
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mlready related) and their alarms having made them 
abandon their boufes at night» they colle£)ed in great 
numbers in their lurking places. Meafures of felf- 
defence were naturally fuggefted in confcquence of 
their apprehenfionS) and they were readily led to adopt 
the means that were deemed bcft calculated to eqfure 
fccurity. The united Irifhmen eagerly advanced the 
arguments moft likely to induce the body of the people 
to embrace their fyf^em^ and they met with powerful 
fupportand co-operation from thofe of the oppofice fac- 
tion ; whofe violent c<>ndu6^ and zealous perfecutions 
proved more efiBcacious in urging on thepeople^ than 
any allurements whatfoever. — Men thus defperately 
eircumftanced uphold and flimulate each other's confi- 
dence^ and all confiileration of the weaknefs of indivi- 
dual exertion is removed by a reliance on coUeftive 
force. In this ftate is man no longer connedied in the 
way of civil fociety, but finds Jiimfelf furrounded by 
one convulfed and balf-diCTolved, and a fever of the 
mind enfuQ^ that baniflies all idea of calm circumfpec- 
tion. A foul thus imprelTed cannot abide in folitude> 
and is therefore led by irrefiftible impulfe to adopt any 
plaufible project that holds out additional means of 
prefervation> protection or defence. 

On the 25th day of April, 1798^ an aflembly of 
twenty-feven magiftrates was held at Gorey> where 
it was refolved, that the whole county of Wexford 
ihould be forthwith proclaimed ; and this accordingly 
took place on the 27th. — From this period forward 
many magiftrateaof the county made themfelves confpi* 
cuous in pra£ti(ing the fummary mode of quieting the 
country, by the infliflion of all kinds of torture. 
They feem, indeed, to have emulated or rather rivaled 
|he condud of the magifirates of other counties, who 
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iMid made trial of th« faluUry t(k&% of perfccutioit 
fomcwhat fooncr. In the fe?cral neighbourhoods of 
Rofa, Ennifcorthy and Gorcjr, the people fuflfered B)oft» 
as in each of thefe towfts a nagiftralse Aaned up eager 
for the glorious diftinftion of outftripping all others, 
each by his own fuperior deeds of deaths deflagration 
«od torture ! but it is to be obfervcd, that none of thefe 
nen had ever before poffefled either talents or refpec- 
tability fufficient to entitle him to take a leading part ^ 
yet, if burning houfes, whipping and half^-hanging 
Bumbersy hjtnging fome all out» and fhooting ochers^ 
with attendant atrocities^ conftitute the ch«ra£leri(Uc 
of loyal and good magiftraies» they muft be allowed 
ftrong clain to eminence* In the mean time» it muft 
be obTerred alfo> that fuch proceedings^ however fanc^ 
tioned, are contrary to the fpirit of the conftitutioti, « 
principal part of the excellence of which is the exclu* 
lion of all torture. In all the riots and difturbances thid[ 
took place in England^ does it appear in any one in,- 
fiance, that an infli6lion of torture was ever attempted } 
Yet have we heard of aflbciations there, as alatming i«. 
their tendency as any that can be imputed to united Ivifli* 
meny although no one has been found pofeiTed of fiiffici- 
ent hardihood there to try this defperate experiment. 
Would the mod powerful, the richeft, or the moft vio- 
lent man in England be ha2nftrdous enough (o treat the 
meaneft fubje£^ with the barbarous feverity piadlifed in^ 
numberlefs inftances on refpe6table as well as hi|ipble, 
individuals in Ireland? th« attempt would be top d%n-^ 
gerous. I apprehend the refult would prove, that the^ 
people would rife in a mafs in refiftance to fuch oppref- 
iive treatment ; and it b fubmitted to the determina- 
tion of the candid and impartial, if the feelings of the 
people of England would not yield to fuch tyranny 
without meeting it with the snoft violent oj^P^Htion, 
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^whether it be* not natural to fuppofcs that it muft have 
roafed the ycfcntmcnts of the people of Ireland ? — i 
am firmly perfuaded^ that the condu6t of the magif- 
1 rates before alluded to (and of fome others not en* 
titled to quite fo much renown in ihisxaufe^) fupported 
by the yeomen under their controuU together with the 
co-operation of the military^ occafioned or rather forced 
the rifing of the people in the county of Wexford. 
While I endearour to eftablifh the truth of this affer- 
tion, I beg the reader^s attention to the particular dates 
of the feveral outrages^ and of the refpefiiTe periods 
at which different parts of the county joined the in* 
furgentS) as it will be necefifary to take them in regu- 
lar order^ to form an adequate and impartial opinion. 
The proclamation of the county of Wexford having 
given greater fcope to the ingenuity of magidrates to 
drrife means of quelling all fymptoms of rebellion, as 
well as of ufing every exertion to procure difcoveries ; 
they foon fell to burning of houfes^ wherein pikes or 
other oifenfive weapons were difcovered, no matter 
how brought there: but they did not flop here, for the 
dwellings of fufpeded perfons, and thofe from which- 
any of the inhabitants were found to be abfent at night 
were alfo confumed. This circumdance of abfence 
from the houfes very generally prevailed through the 
country^ although there were the ftrifieft orders for- 
bidding it. This was occafioned at firft, as was before 
•bferved, from apprehenfion of the oraifgemen, but 
afterwards proceeded from the a£tual experience of 
torture by the people, from the yeomen and magiftrates. 
Some too abandoned their homes for fear gf being 
whipped, if, on being apprehended, confeffions fatisfac- 
Tory to the magiftrates could either be given or ex- 
torted, and this inflidlion many perfons Teemed to fear 
Jaore than death itfelf* Many unfortunate men who 
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were taken in their own houfes were (trung up as k 
were to be hangedt but were let down now and tbcn 
to try if ilrangulation would oblige them to become 
informers. After thefe and the like experiments, fe- 
ireral perfons languifhed for fome time, and at ^length 
periihed in confequence of them. Smiths and carpen^ 
ters, whofe affiftance was confidered indif(>enfable in the 
fabrication of pikes, were pointed out, on evidence of 
their trades, as the firft and fitted objecls of torture. 
But the fagacity of fome magiftrates became at length' 
{o acute, from habit and exercife, that they dtfcemed an 
united Iriihman even at the firft glance ; and their 
zeal never fufTered any perfon^ whom they deigned 
to honour with fuch diftindlion, to pafs off without 
convincing proof of their attention. The two follow- 
ing tnflances are, feledted from *^ an account of the late 
Rebellion,*' by Mr. Alexander^ a proteftant inhabitant 
of Rofsy who keeps an academy in that town : 

«« I now heard of many punifliments of fufpcfled 
^* perfons, both by flogging and ftrangulation, being 
»** put into execution in the bar^ack^yard, (inRofs) ta 
** extort confeiCon of guilt. There were two of 
** thefe vi£1im3 brought from the barrack to the 
*' couvt-houfe to undergo a repetition of former pu- 
*« niihments. One of them of the name of Drifcol, 
*< was found in Camlinwood, near Rofs, where he 
♦* faid, he generally wandered as a hermit. Upon him 
" were found two roman catholic prayer-books* 
<« with which it was fuppofed he adminiftered oaths of 
«« difloyaliy. He had been ftr'angled three times and 
** flogged four times during confinement, but to no 
<* purpofe ! his fellow-fuffcrer was one Fitzpatrick of 
«« Dunganftown, near Sutton's parifli. This man had 
<« been a Newfoundland failor, but long utterly difqua- 
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'^ lificd to follow that occupation, by rcafon of an in- 
*« vcferate fcurvy in his legs. H^ therefore coin 
" menced abecedarian, near Sutton's parifh. It hap- 
'^ pened that a xnagiftrate who wis a yeoman, and 
" others of his corps, pafled by his noify manfion, 
" which was no other than a little thatched ftable> 
" that like a bec^hivc, proclaimed the induftry of its 
*' inhabitants. The roagiftrate entered, followed by 
" the other yeomen. ' Here is a man,' fays the ma- 
<^ giftrate, fpeakingof the mailer, as I fhall call himi 
** though his authority was now for fome months to 
•< have an end ; and a fevere vacation It was. * Her6 
" is a man, who I prefume, can hiive no objeflion t6 
^' take the oath of allegiance.' — What do you fay f 
« Mr. teacher !'— « dar a teourfa^ (i. c. by this book) 
^^ 1 will take it fir, and thank you for bringing it to 
^* me.' So faying, he look the book, which the ma- 
'* giiSratc held forth, and not only took the oath with 
** the moft cordial emphafis, but added another expref-: 
« (vrt of his loyalty at all time». Upon this, the ma- 
^ giftrate regarded his companions with a look of dry 
-" humour, and obferved, that this mujl be n loyal maH 
« indeed. < Well then, my loyal friend, I fuppofe you 
»' will readily fwear to all the pikes> and to the owners 
" and poffcflbrs of them, of which you have any know- 
** ledge ?* The man fworc he bad no certain know- 
** ledge of the kind I and thfat he never faw a rebel's 
" pike in his life, or a pike of any kind fince thei*e- 
" bcllion. « Then,' fays the magiftrate, * you fliall 
" fwear that you will, to th6 utmolt of your future 
** knowledge, or information this way, give inthcbefl 
** manner you can, all fuch information to a lawful 
" magiftrate, or otiicr officer in his nftijefty's fervice.* 
** No fir,' anfwered Fffep^tvick, « 1 will not fwear 
•* that; 1 will bring no man's blood on my head, and 
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«' if I do ittfoniiy who will Tupport and proteS me> 
<< when I have loft all my fcholars, and my neigh- 
«< hours turn uponme?' — Upon this he was imme- 
'< diately apprehended and efcorted to Rofs: he was not. 
'< ftrangled> however but flogged with great feverity ; 
^< and it was not with dry eyes that I faw the punifh* 
«< ment infli£ted on this humble pioneer of literature^ 
<^ About a month after the battle^ both thefe meit 
*^ were tricfl before geneial Cowley > and matters ap- 
<< pearing no farther againft them than I have ftated* 
<< they were liberated from a clofe and filthy confine^ 
<< meat. The general prefented both with » fndall 
^< fum of money, expreffing a good natured concern^ 
«< that he could not then gire them any greater pe- 
^<, cuniary affiftance. He alfo gave them written pro* 
«< fee£lions> expreffire of his opinion of their bein^ 
^< peaceably difpofed. I never once h^ard an authentic 
^ account of any immediate good cS^lk produced by^ 
«^ thefe puniihments. However) it is moft certaiir 
«^ that the feverities in generaU fenred to accelerate* 
« the rebelliouy and thereby? very conliderably? t#* 
^ Weaken its progrefe^"* 

Many "innocent men were thus taken up* while* 
peaceably engaged in their own private concerns* 
walking along the road> or paffing through the marker 
in the feveral towns» without any previous accufation> 
but in confequence of military whim» or the caprice 
of magifterial loyalty ; and thofe who had been at 
market, and were pafiTed by unnoticed, had the news 
of a public exhibition to bring home, for the unfortu- 
nate vidims thus feized upon> were infiantly fubje£ted» 
at leaft, to the torture of public whipping. People of 
timid diipofitions, therefore, avoided going to market* 

fearing 
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w 
fearing that they might be forced to difplay the like 

ipe^acle* Provifions of courfe became dear, for .g 

want of the ufual fupply in the market towns ; and 

the military, to redrefs this eYili went out into the 

country and brought in what they wanted, at what ' 

price they pleafed ; the owners thinking themfelves 

well treated, if they got but half the value of their 

goods ; and, in cafe of a fecond vifit, happy if they 

efcaped unhurt, which however was not always the 

cafe ; and thus were the minds of the people brought 

to admit (iich powerful impreffions of terror, that death 

kfelf was fometimes the confequence. The following 

is a ftrong inftance of this melancholy fad, related by 

jhc rev. Mr. Gk>rdon :— : 

^f Whether an inf^rredion in the then exifting ft&te 
ff of the kingdom would have taken place in the 
<f coaaty of WeyfoTd* or, in cafe of its eruption, 
^* how far lefs formidable and fanguinary it would 
** have been, if no afls of feverity had been committed 
*^ by the foldiery, the yeomen, or their fupplemen* 
^< tary aflbciates, without the dire6l authority of their 
'< fuperiprs, or iM>mmand of the magiftrate, is i^ quef- 
<< tion, which I am not able pofitively to anfwer. In 
'< the neighbourhood of Gorey, If I am not.miftaken, 
^' the terror of the whippings was in particular fo 
^^ great} that the people would have been extremely 
«< glad, to renounce for ever all notions of oppofition 
*f to government, if ihey could have been affured of 
^^ permiffion to remain in a flate of quietnefs. As an. 
" inftance of this terror, I (hall relate the following 
** ftL& :— -on the morning * of the 23d of May, a 
'' labouring man, named Denis M<Daniel, came to 
^'. my houfe with looks of the utmoft cohfternation 
^ and difmay, and confefled to me> that he had taken 
K% €€ the 
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^ the united trifhrnan's oatfa^ and had paid for a pike^ 
<< with which be had not yet been furniflied, nineteen- 
*' pence halfpenny > to one Kilty a fmith^ who had ad* 
<^ miniftered the oath to him and many others. While 
^' I fent ray eldcft fon» who was a lieutenant of yea- 
<* manry, to arreft Ki1ty> I exhorted M<Daniel to fur- 
^* render himfelf to a magi(lrate» and make his con* 
** feflion ; but this he pofitively refufed, faying that he 
^* ihould» in that cafe^be laihed to make him produce 
** a pike, which he had not, and to confefs what he 
*« knew not. I then advifed him, as the only alterna- 
" live, to remain quietly at home, promifing that if he 
*^-fhould be arrefted on the information of others, I 
** would rcprefcnt his cafe to the ma^iftrates. He 
*^ took my advice, but the fear of arreft and ladling 
** had fo taken poffeffion of his thoughts that he could 
<* neither eat norfleep; and on the morning of the 
** 25tb, he fell on his face and expired in a little 
*« grove near my houfe."* 

The reverend Mr. Gordon, from whofe hiftory I have 
quoted the foregoing narrative, is a clergyman of tht 
cftablifhed church, who refidcd in the neighbourhood 
of Gorey, as a curate, for tweuty-three years ; fnd as 
he was an cye-witnefs, his relation of the faS defcrves 
the utmoft credit. He had every opportunity of watch- 
ing the approach of the infurre<9ion, and I fincercly 
wifti there were many like him poffeffed of liberalfcn-- 
tiroents and benevolent feeling for the delufions and faf- 
ferings of the people. With regard to his opinion, 
that they would remain quiet in the neighbourhood of 
Gorey, if they were certain of being left in peace at 
home, TporfeSly coincide with him j and lean con- 
fidently alTert the fame of the neighbourhood in which 

Ire- 
!> See Gordon^ Hiftory of the kifli RebelliOD, p. 67, ft8< 
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I Tcfidcd. It was not poffible that the convulfed ftate 
of the country could efcape the obfervation of any hu- 
mane or intelligent pcrfon : an enquiry into the caufe 
would naturally fucceed fuch notice, and the refult 
mud be the confequent conviflion of this truth. I have 
alfo reafon to believe, that fuch was the diTpofition 
throughout the whole county, as I have heard fev^ral 
refpe<Slable magiftrates and other perfons of veracity 
from various parts of it exprefs the fame fentiment; 
and, as each individual was undoubtedly the beft judge* 
in his own neighoourhood, of theconduft of the inha- 
bitants, the inference to be colleded from thefe ftveral 
uniform ftatements mud be conclufive evidence for the 
eftablifhment of a fafl, to which fubfequent events af- 
ford a ftrong corroboration. 

While the minds of the people were in this ftate of 
diftraclion and alarm, numbers condemned tot ranfpor- 
tation, by the magiftrates of other counties, daily pafled 
thro' the county of Wexford on their way to Duncan- 
non-fort. Groupes of* from twelve to fifteen car- 
loads at a time have gone through Rofs alone. Thefe 
terrifying examples added if poffible to the apprehenfi- 
ons already entertained, and the precedent wai foon after 
put in praSice in the county of Wexford itfclf. 

Great as the atrocities already related may appear, 
(and furely they are very deplorable) enormities ftill 
more (hocking to humanity remained to be perpetrated. 
However grating to generous and benevolent feeling 
the fad detail muft prove, imperious truth impofes the 
irkfome neceffity of proceeding to fafls. 

Mr. Hunrcr Gowan had for many years diftinguiflicd 
Iiimfelf by his aaivity in apprehending robbers, for 

which 
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which be was rewarded with a penfion of lool. pc» 
annum> and it were much to be wilbcd that every one 
.who has obtained a penfion had ^ well dcferved it. 
Now exalted to the rapk of magiftrate, and promoted 
to be captain of a corps of yeomen > he was zealous if| 
exertions to inspire the people about Gorey with dutiful 
fubmiflion to the pagiftrocy, and a refpc61ful awe of 
the yeomanry. On a public day in the week preceding 
the infurreflion, the town of Gorey beheld the triumph- 
al entry of Mr. Gowan at the he^ of his corps> with h'n 
fword drawn> and a human finger i^uck on ^he point of 
it. , • 

With this trophy he marched into the town> parading 
up and. down the ftreets feveral times, fo that therci 
was not a perfon in Gorey who did not witnefs this ex- 
hibition ; while in the meantime the triumphant cosps 
difplayed all the devices of orangemen. After the la- 
bour and fatigue of the day> Mr. Gowan and his mei^ 
retired to a public houfe to rcfrefh themfelves, and, 
like irtu blades of game, their punch was ftirrcd about 
with the finger that had graced their ovation, in imita- 
tion of keen fox hunters who zi/hi/l a bowl of punch 
with the brufh of a fox before their boozing com- 
mences. This captain and magifirate afterwards went to 
the houfe of Mr. Jones, where his daughters were, and» 
while taking a fnack that was fet before hira^ be 
bragged of having blooded his corps that day, and 
that they were as (launch blood- hounds as any in the 
world. The daughters begged of their father to flicw 
them the croppy finger, which he deliberately took 
from his pocket and handed to them. Mifies dandled 
it about with fenfelefs exultation, at which a young 
lady in the room was fo (hocked that (he turned about 
to a window> holding her hand to her face to avoid 

the 
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rte horrid fight. Mr. Gowan perceiving this, took the 
finger from his daughters, and archly dropped it into 
the difgafted lady's bofom. She inflantljr fainted, and 
thus the fccne ended ! ! ! Mr. Gowan conftantly boafled 
of this, and other fimilar heroic a^ions^ which he 
repeated in the prefence of brigade major Fitzgerald^ 
on whom he had waited officially, but fo far from meet- 
ing with his wonted applaufe, the major obliged him 
inflantly toleave the company. 

Ennifcorthy and its neighbourhood were firailarly 
proteiled by the aftivity of Archibald Hamilton Jacobs 
aided by the yeomen cavalry thoroughly equipped for 
this kind of fervice. They fcourcd the country, hav- 
ing in their train a regular executioner, completely ap- 
pointed with his implements, a hanging rope and a 
cat-o'-nine-tails. Many detections and confequent 
profecutioDs of united Irifhmen foon followed. A law 
had been recently enaded, that magidrates, upon their 
own authority, could fentencc to tranfportation perfons 
accafed and convifled before them. Great numbers 
were accordingly taken up, profecuted and condemned. 
Some however, appealed to an adjournment of a 
quartcr-feffion held in Wexford, on the 2^ of May, 
TXk the county court-houfe ; at which three and twenty 
magiflrates from different parts of the county attended. 
Here all the private fentences were confirmed, except 
that of one man who was brought in on horfeback 
that morning, carrying a pike with a ht^ndle of enor- 
mous length, through Wexford town, on his way to the 
gaol. This exhibition procured him the reverfion of 
his fentence,at the inftance of the very magiftrates who 
had condemned him. — In the courfe of the trials on 
thefe appeals, in the public court-houfe of Wexford, 
Mr. A. H. Jacob appeared as evidence againft the pri- 

foners 
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foncrs, and publicly avowed the happy difcoveries he 
had made in confequence of infiifling the torture : 
many inftances> of whipping and ftrangulation he par- 
ticularly detailed with a degree of felf-approbaiion 
and complacency, that clearly demonftrated how 
highly he was pleafed to rate the merits of his own 
* great and /c^/i/jfer vices I 

From theconftruflion of the new law, regarding the 
difcretionary power of magiftrates, the ratification of 
ihefe fcntences did not furprize me, except in two in- 
fiances, at the difcuffion of which I was aflually pre- 
fent. One was that of a roman catholic pried of the 
name of Dixon, taken up ftiortly before by captain 
Boyd, on the infoi-mation of a gardenet, who averred 
he had been in Wexford on a market day, in a public 
houfe, where he met with the prieft, who fpent a con- 
iiderable time, he faid, to induce him to become am 
united Irifliman ; very plaufibly relating a train of cir- 
cumflances tending to that effe£l. In contradiction to 
this man's teftimony, there appeared three credible wit- 
nefles, defcribing the fituation of the houfe and thfe fe- 
veral companies there affemblcd at the time fpecified ; 
by which it was manifeft, that the particulars dated by 
the profecutor were utterly unfounded, as they could 
not poflibly have taken place without their knowledge^ 
The other was that of a man named William Graham^ 
fervant to Lieutenant Jofeph Gray, of the Wexford 
yeomen cavalrv. He was taken up for being out of his 
mafter's. houfe at eleven o'clock at night, and was fup- 
pofed to be an united Iriflimari. His defence was » 
good character given him by different gentlemen, and# 
that, although the general proclamation of the county 
prohibited all perfons from being out of their dwellings 
at night, yet from the peaceable demeanor of the- 

inhabitants. 
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liabiiants of the town of Wexford? fo rigorous and 
i\nA an adherence to its literal tenor had not been in- 
fifted on in any one inftance but againft him. How- 
ever, the alleged neceflity of public example was a fuffi- 
cient excufe with the majority of the migiftrates to 
condemn tbefe men to tranfportation. 

The magiftrates after this public difcuffion retired to 
the grand*jury room to deliberate, from whence the 
following public notice was iflued^ printed tind diftri- 
buted through the county ; 

« Notice.— WE, the high ftieriff and magiftrates of 
the county of Wexford, affembled at feffions, held at 
the county court-houfe in Wexford, this 23d day of 
May, 179^, have received the moft clear and une- 
quivocal evidence, private as well as public^ that the 
fyfliem and plans of thofe deluded perfons who ftyle 
themfelveSj and aire commonly known by the name of 
united' Irifhmen, have been generally adopted by the 
inhabiunts of the fcveral parifhes in this county, who 
have provided themfclves with pikes and other arms 
for the purpofe of carrying their plans into execution; 
And whereas we have received information, that the 
inhabitants of fome parts of this county have, within 
thefe few days paft, returned to their allegiance, fur- 
rendering their arms, and confeffing the errors of their 
paft mt/condnS. Now we, the high flieriffand ma- 
giftrates, aflembled, as aforefaid, do give this publk 
notice, that if within the fpace of fourteen days from 
the date hereof, the inhabitants of the; other parts of 
this county do not come in to fome of the magiftrates 
of this county, and furrender their arms or other of- 
fcnfive weapons, concealed or otherwife, and give fitch 
proof of theit return to their allegiance ai ftiall appear 

L fufficicntj 
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fafficient) an application will be made to government to 
fend the army^ at free quarters^ into fuch parifhes as' 
ihall fail* tO compIy> to enforce due obedience to thia^ 
notice. * 

Edward Percivall, fherifF. Edward D'Arcy, 

Courtown> John Heatly, 

John Henry Lyftcr, John Grogaii, 

James Boyd, Archibald Jacobj 

George Le-Huntc> Edward Turner, 

Thomas Handcock, Ifaac Cornock, 

John James, Cornelius Grogan, 

John Pounden, Francis Turner, 

Hawtrey White, William Toole, 

James White, Richard Newton King; 

Ebcnezer Jacob, Charles Vero.'^ 
William Hore, 

^* Refolved, imanimoufly. That the thank^' of this 
meeting be given to Archibald Jacob, Efq. for his* 
manly, fpirited, aflivc, and efficacious exertions, a^^ar 
magiftrate, for the cftabliftiment and prcfcrvation of 
the public peace;" 

I have heard fome of thefe very magiftrates give 
opinions fo totally contrary to what is publicly de- 
clared in this refolutionof thanks, that it is with the 
utmoft furprize I faw their names annexed to a docu« 
ment, whereby they publicly approved of cofidu6l 
whereof in private they expreflcd the ftrongcft*dctefta* 
tion. But, it often happens, that well-dlfpofed men^ 
are led thus to fan^ion proceedings they abhor; not 
poflTeffing fufficient firmnefs of mind to maintain their 
own fentiments, and fearing that their humanity ftiould' 
appear to derogate in any degree from theix loyalty^ 

It 
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It 18 remarkable, that on this very day the rebellion 
broke out in the county of Kildare, the news of which> 
runninc as it were with the wind, quickly reached 
the county of Wexford. The people in this county> 
however, who were poiTeflrtd of pikes or other arins> 
werecontinually crowding in to the different magiftrates 
throughout the whole county, for the purpofe of furren- 
dering t hem , conformable to the notice before mentioned; 
and following the like example fet them by the county 
of Wicklow, where it appears there had been leaders^ 
(afterwards impiifoned) who made difcoverics, which 
Ifd the public to believe, that all idea of a riiing was 
at that -time given up. 

As thb ^PJicc fpecified that there were fourteen days 
allowed for the return of the people to their alle- 
giance, it was reafonably concluded, the protefiio^i of 
fuch as would fubmit witliin that time, was guaranteed 
by the magiftrates who had 0gned it ; and it was alfo 
natural to imply, that all meafures would ceafe, during 
tjiat interval, which might tend in any degree, to 
fubvert the peaceable intentions of the people. Would 
to God ! that even at this period, the fpirit of -this pub- 
lication had been adhered to ; for, in fuch an ev^nt, it 
is very probable, that the county of Wexford would 
]iave eicaped the dreadful misfortune of open infur- 
redion ! — In Enni/corthy, Rofs, and Qorey, feveral 
perfons were not only put t^ the torture in the ufual 
manner, but a greater number of houfes were burnt:, 
and meafures of the (trongeft coercion were pra^lifecf, 
although the people continued to flock in to the dif^ 
fcrent magiftrates for proteflions. Mr. Perry of Inch, 
a proteftant gentleman, was feized on and brought 
a prifoner to Gorey, guarded by the North Cork 
militia; one of whom, the noted ferjeant, nicknamed. 

L z Tom 
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Tarn the devil, gave bim woeful experience of hia in* 
-genuitjr and adroitttefs at deviling torment. As a 
fpecimen of his ffavoir faire, be cu^ off the hair of 
bis head very clofely* but the fign of the'crofs from 
the front to the back> and tranfverfely from ear to ear^ 
flill clofcr; and probably a pitched cap not being \t% 
Tcadinefs, gun powder was mixed through the hair, 
which was then fct on fire, and the ftiocking procefa 
repeated, until every atom of hair that remained, 
could be eafily pulled out by the roots; and ftill a 
burning candle was continually applied, until the entire 
was completely finged away, and the head left totally 
-and miferably bliftered ! — At Carnew things were car- 
ried to ftill greater lengths; for, independent of burn- 
ing, whipping, and tenure in all (hapes, on Friday 
the 25th of May, twenty-eight prifoners were brought 
out of the place of confinement, and deliberately fbot 
in a ball-alley by the yeomen, and a party of the 
Antrim militia ; the infernal deed being fan6lioned by 
the prefence of their oflScers ! — Many of the men thus 
inhumanly butchered, had been confined on mere 
fuipicion ! — ! — ! 

Lord Courtown is faid to have been for adopting 
lenient meafures, and although it might be reafonahly 
thought that his rank and character ought to have had 
due influence in the neighbourhood of Gorey, yet his 
benevolent intentions were overpowered by the difpofi- 
tion to feverity, of moft of the m»giftrates ; and con- 
lequently, the meafures of the moft violent wcro 
adopted. The following is the rev. Mr. Gordon's re- 
prcfentation of his lordfhip's c<>ndu6^: — <« As the 
<* earl of Courtown had performed much in providing 
<« a force to obviate or fuppreft rebellion, fo his treat- 
<< ment of the coxpmon people, by his aflfable manners:* 
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's had been always Tuch as was beft adapted to produce 
.<< content \n the lower clafles^ and prevent a proneneia 
<« to inforreflion. I confide^r myfelf as bound in ftri£t- 
^ ncfa of juftice to fociety, thus far to rcprefent the 
<« condo^ of thU ndbleman. Do jbilefs the people ia 
'« the neighbourhood of Gorey were the laft andr 
•* Icaft yiolent of all in the county of Wexford> ia 
^ riling againft the eftablifhed authority ; and cer- 
" ttiinly the behaviour of the Stopford family in that 
" neighbourhood h^ been always remarkably con- 
f^ ciliatiog and humane?" — (^^g^ 104.^ 

Can any thing be ^more convincing^ than this tef* 
ttmony) to fhew of what ineftimable value it isfor any 
country to poflefsgood men ; but efpccially for Ireland, 
where it is a prevalent fyftem to treat inferiors witli 
the utmoft cruelty and contempt, as if they were a dif- 
ferent and odious fpecies of being? If one family 
could efFe6t fo much good, by their affable and conci- 
liating manners^ i» it not painful to refle6l on the con- 
fequencea of a contrary behaviour to a people, who, of 
^l others in the world, are the moft generous and 
open-hearted ; and want only the foftering hand of 
humanity, due encouragement, aiKl a cultivation of 
their naxoral talents, to vie in excellence with any race 
of men on the globe. 

Having fpent Friday the Z5th of May, with Mr« 
Turner, a magiftrate of the county, at Newfort, he 
rc<{uefted of me to attend him next day at Newpark, 
the feat of Mr. Fitzgerald, where, as the moft central 
places He' had appointed to meet the people of the 
neighbourhood. I accordingly met him there, on 
Saturday the z6th, where be continued the whole day, 
' adminiilering the oath of allegiance to vaft numbers 

of 
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of .people: ji certificate was given to cveiy perfon wbpi 
took the oath> and furrendered any ofFen(iv« weapon* 
Many attended w4io offered to take the oath> and alfo 
to depofe, that they were not united IrrfhmeQ> and that 
they poffeffed no awns of any kind whatever; and 
earneftly aflced far certiiicates. But fo great was the 
concourfe of thefe^ that coi»fidering the trouble of 
writing them out> k was found impoflible to fapply 
them all with fu€fa teftimonta^ls at ^hat time. Mr. 
Turner, therefore, continued to receive furrendered 
arms, defiring fuch as h,ad non«, io wait « more con- 
venient opportunity^ Numbers, however, ftill con- 
ceiving that they would not be fecure without a written 
proteflSon, offered ten times their tntrinfic value to 
fuch as had brought pike blades to fiirr^nder; but 
thefe, being unwilling to forego the benefit of a written 
protection for the moment, refufed to part with their 
weapons on any other confideration. Amo»^' the 
great numbers affcmbled on this'occafion, were fome 
men from the village of Ballaghkeen, who had the 
appearance of being more ^ead than alive, from the 
apprehenfions they were Under, of having their houfes 
burnt, or themfelves whipt, fhould they return home. 
Thefe apprebenflons had been excited to this degree^ 
becaufe that on the night of Thurfday the 24th, the 
Ennilcorthy cavalry condu6ted by Mr. Archibald Ha- 
milton Jacob, had come to Ballaghkeen ; but on hear- 
ing the approaching noife, the inhabitants ran out of 
their houfes, and fled into large brakes of furze, on a 
hill immediately above the village, from whence 
they could hear the cries of one of their neigbbours> 
who was dragged out of his houfe, tied up to a thorn- 
tree, and while one yeoman continued flogging him^ 
another was throwing water on his back. The groans 
of the unfortunate fuflSerer, from the fiillneis of the 

night# 
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Might, TCTcrbcratcd widely through the appalled neigh«» 
bourhood ; and the fpot of execution, tBcfe men rcpre- ' 
feoted to have appeared next morning, «< as if Sipg 
had been killed there." After this tranfaflion, Mr. 
Jacob went round to all the reft of the honfes, and 
fignified, that if he ihould find the ownei*s out of lifcem» 
en his next vifit, he would burn them. Thcfe men» 
whofc countenances exhibited marks of real t^rrort 
particularly from apprehenHon of flogging, which 
they feemcd to dread more than death itfelf, offered to 
(urrender themfelves prifoners to Mn Turner, who did 
all in his power to allay their fears, offering to give 
them all certificates, the produ6lion of which, to .Mr. 
Jacobj he was fure, 'would afford them proteflion; but 
they ftillperfifted in preferring to nmain as prifoners 
with Mr, Turner, rather than to place any confidence 
in Mr. Jacob. Mr. Turner then gave them certifi- 
cates, declaring their abfence from home to be by his 
permiffion, to be left with their families, and told them 
they might come to his houfe if they pleafcd. Mr, 
Turner's feelings appeared but too fcnfibly affcflcd at 
the recital of thefe cxceffes. He lamented that fuch 
fccnes had been exhibited,* and faid lie had conceired, 
that all coercive meafures were to ceafe, during the 
fourteen days allowed by the magiftrates for the 
people to furrender their arms ; adding, that he greatly 
feared that very dcfirable objeft would be much re- 
tarded by fuch violence, which would prove the more 
lamentable, on account of the recent news from the 
county of Kildare! — On this very day too, we had 
the mortification to be informed that the furniture and 
efl5rtis of a fhop-keeper at Ennifcorthy, were brought 
out and burned in the public ftreet ; and on the next 
morning, a man was hanged there, and his bod/ 
flagged up ajid down Ccreral times through the 
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»ferket-place, with Ihocking inhumanity, and incfli- 
cient cruelty ! ' 

I remained the whole day with Mr. Turner, who 
^\d not go home till after tdn o'clock. We indulged 
the ^nd hope at parting, that the county of Wexford 
would remain quiet, from the difpofition generally 
fbewii by the people, and we feparated with the expec* 
tation of being able to pay our friendly vifrts to each 
other as ufual. Indeed all over the county of Wex- 
ford, the people had now given up all thought of in- 
furreflion, of which nothing can afford a more con- 
Tiocing proof than the general furrender of arms; 
and I have heard refpeflable magiftrates, to whom 
they were furrendcred, declare their conviflion to the 
fame cffe6l. Mr. Richards of Solfborough, captain of 
the Ennifcorthy cavalry; Mr. Be^man of Hyde-park, 
captain of the Coolgreny cavaliy; Mr. Cornock, 
captain of the Scarawalfh infantry ; and the rev. Mr. 
Colclough of Duffrey-halU diftinguifhcd thcmftlves 
by their anxiety to fatisfy aad calm the agitated minds 
of the populace ; and were bufily employed ^n grant- 
ing certificates to fuch as furrendered their arms. 
JVIany oilier magiflrates attended at different places for 
the fame purpofe, Mr. Bagnal Harvey had collefted 
the arms of all his tenantry and neighbourhood, and 
on this very day, (Saturday the 26th of May,) brought 
them into Wexford. As it was late when he delivered 
them up, he did not return home that night, but re- 
»ained in town ; and, juft as he was going to bed, he 
was arretted by captain Boyd and lodged in the gaoK 
Mr.Percivall,the high fheriff, and captain Boyd, with 
a ftrong party of the W-exford cavalry, proceeded on 
the fame night to New-park, the feat of Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, to take him prifoncr. I hid remained there 
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Ihat night, and was alarmed and roufed from my bed 
by a loud rapping at the door about mi4night, which 
I foon difcovered to be the party before mentioned, who 
came to arreft Mr. Fitz-Gerald ; I requefted permiffion 
io accompany my friend which was granted ; but as 
thefe gentlemen refufed taking the pikes and other 
arms, that had been furrendered at the place the day 
before to Mr. Turi^er, and had remained there, I dif* 
patched a meffenger to him withjkthe intelligence of 
what had happened, before we fct out with this cfcort, 
which met with no other delay but while they chofc to. 
continue rummaging Mr. Fiiz- Gerald's papers, among 
which by the bye, they could difcover nothing that 
could in the remoteft degree criminate him. We ar- 
rived a li^le after day-light in Wexford, where Mr. 
Fitz-Gerald was lodged in the gaol. The Wexford ca- 
valry then fet off to Ballyteigue, ten miles from town^ 
from whence they brought Mr. John Henry Colclough 
prifonerin the courfe of the day, and lodged himalfo 
in the gaol. 

Early on this morning, being Whitfunday, I faw Mr. 
Tamer on his entrance into Wexford. He brought 
the firft intelligence of the rifing of the people, from 
whom, hefaid, he could not have been fo fortunate as 
tocfcape but for my meffenger, who had called him up 
before day ; otherwife he would have been at home 
when his houfe was attacked by the multitude for arms, 
as were all the houfes throughout the whole neigh- 
bourhood at that time. When he had given notice of 
the fad to the officer commanding in the barracks, I 
accompanied him to the gaol, and after having 
feen our f^jend, fet out with him to Caftlebridge> 
where finding bhe infurre<Slion mUch more ferious than 
was at firft imagined, all kind of parleying being 
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deemed inefFcflaal, on confultatlon with the officers ' 
prefent, I retarned to Wexford, as they confidered my 
iituation would be too perilous fhould I accompany 
them in coloured clothes. The Shilmalier cavalry, 
comiDaQded by colonel Le-Hunte had already aflem- 
bledj before the arrival of one hundred and ten of 
the North Cork militia> -Mho took route by the lower 
road alon^ the fea- fide, whilethe yeomen had taken the' 
upper road by Caftflbridge. Both met at t^allifanock. 
and proceeded together as far as Ballinamonabeg, 
where Mr. Turner not finding a man of the name of 
Darby Kavanagh, who kept a public houfe there, at 
home, and having remembered, that he liad furrcndcr- 
cd a pike the day before, he ordered his houfe to be 
fet on fire, after getting wh^t fpirits and btcr it con* 
tained to refrefli the foldiers, who were much fatigued 
after their hafty march through heavy fandy roads. A 
propofal was made to burn the chapel of Ballinamo- 
nabeg juft adjoining, which was over- ruled, particu- 
larly by Armftrong Browne, efq. who obferved it would- 
be a very indifferent compjLiment to pay the catholics 
to burn their plate of worlliip, while a confiderable 
part of the force then affembled were of that perfua- , 
fi'on,* which fentiment aflu^lly prevented the burning, 
of the chapel. 

Having haited 'here for fome time, they proceeded 
three miles farther and caitie in fight of the infurgents, 
collefled in great numbers on the hill of Oulard, dif- 
tant about ten miles from Wexford. Colonel Foote of' 

the 

* Sh'lmallcr cavalry prcfcnt, viz. colonel I.c-Huntc, lieutenaot Arm^ 
ftroog Brovroc, Ucutcntnt Kavanat^h, colontl Walfbo, fcrjcant, Edward 
Turocr, Henry HatcheU, Siinael Maude, Richard Gainfort, Maurice 
JoflC», and Richard Willia 018, |>rote(lants. — Nicholas Dixon, Ignatius Rot - 
fclcr, Walter Redmond, James Lambert, Michael Wtddick, Richaidd 
Ki&Tclagby Charles Duca Patrick Dizooy aad m^^ MQrpi7>.CatboHcs« 
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the North Cork> feeing their pofition fo ftrong and 
commandlngi thought it advifable not to aHack them ; 
but major Lombard of the fame regiment being of a 
contrary opinion^ orders were given to burn two houfes, 
iituated in a hollow, between the army and the infur- 
gents, and Mr. Turner vcrttinteered hi^ fcrvice for that 
purpofe. This was done with a view to ftimulate the 
infargents to rev^n^ and thus if poffible, to induce 
them to abandon the advantage of their fituation. 
This feint, however, not fucceeding, and colonel Foote 
flill perfifting in his opinion, major Lombard inftantly 
addrelTed the foldiers in terms animating them at once 
to attack the infurgents, who, he faiJ, uould fly at 
their approach. His words had the effctSl of making 
them advance. They defcended from the fmall eminence 
which they occupied, and crofling the valley between, 
began to afcend the Jiill of Oulart, while the Shilmalier 
cavalry took a circuitous route, round the hill to the left, 
with the intention of preventing a retreat, but in faft 
they caufcd numbers to rally who attempted to un off, 
on perceiving the approach of a ferious engagement. 
This alfo contributed to make the infurgents rufh in 
greater numbers, and with accumulated force, on the 
jNorth Cork, who were charging up the hill. They 
had fired but two vollics when they weft totally dif- 
comfited. This foccefs of the infurgents was much 
promoted by the addrefs of a fervant boy, who, as the 
military were afcending the hill, advifed fuch of the 
infurgents as were then about him, to lie down under 
cover of the ditches, and wait the clofe approach of the 
military. By this manoeuvre thefc were fuddenly fur- 
prized by a force not greatly outnumbering themfelves* 
but the imjietuofity of the attack occafioned their total 
ovcrthi-ow, while the fad was, *at*the inftant, utterly- 
unknown to the great body of the infurgents who at- 
M z tended 
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tended their commanders at the other fide of the hilL 
Of the No«h Cork party, major Lombard, the hon. 
capt, becourcy, lieutenant Williams, Ware, Barry, and 
enfign Keogh, were left on the field of battle. In 
fhort, rfbne efcaped except colonel Foote, a ferjeant 
who mounted the major's horfe, a drummer and twp 
privates. It may not be unworthy of remark, that ber^ 
was 4 fool who followed the North Cork, and who, 
when he fawthe major fall, ranto the body and embraced 
it, then took the major's fword and with it difpatchcd 
two men before he fell himfelf. The infurgents had 
but five men killed, and two wounded. The Shilma- 
licr cavalry, and colonel Foote, made a precipitate re- 
treat to Wexford. A large party of the Wexford ca- 
valry alfo, who had no fhare whatever in the aflioiv, 
were involved in this retreat/ Having lodged Mr. 
Colclough in gaol, they fet out on another excurfion to 
BalUmurrin. In their courfe they fliot fome ftraggling 
menj and burned two houfes on finding two men kill- 
ed near them. They were thus employed in fcour- 
ing the country, when infoi*jed of the defeat at Oulard* 
and this determined them without hefitation to retreat 
with all fpced homewards. 

The rcmafad^r of ^he North Cork regiment were in- 
ftantly under arms in the barracks, when informed of 
the defeat of that part of their body which had gone 
out to aflion. Burning for revenge they aflually 
marched to the bridge, as if de^erniined to proceed and 
meet the infurgents ; but they were induced to retura 
by fome gentlemen who endeavoured to difiuade theia 
from fo headlong and unfafe an undertaking 

The great fufpenfc felt by the inhabitants of Wex- 
ford, during the whole of this day, on account of fo 
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bdden an infurrc6fion, now grew into ferious alartn^ 
fuch as uncxpefted \news like this muft infpirc. The 
lamentations of the unfortunate widows and orphan$ 
of the foldicrs who had fallen in the encounter, 
increafed the general confternation. Thefc, clapping 
their hands, ran about the ftreets quite frantic, mixing 
^ their piteous moanings with the plaintive cries of their 
children, and uttering their bitiereft malediflions 
againft the yeomen, whom they charged withf having 
run away, and left their hufbands to deftruflion !: — 
Letters were difpatched to Duncannon-fort and to 
Waterford, with thefe difaftrous accounts, and requeft- 
pg reinforcements. 

Thofe of the North Cork militia then in the town, 
yowed vengeance againft the prifoners confined" in the 
gaol; particularly againft melTrs. Harvey, Fitzgerald, 
und Colclough, fo lately taken up; and fo explicitly 
and without referve were thefe intentions manifeftcd, 
that I myfelf heard a ferjeant and others of the regi- 
ment declare, tha' they could not die eafyy if they 
Ihould not have the fatisfaftion of putting the pri- 
foners in the gaol of Wexford to death, particularly 
the three gentlemen laft mentioned. Nor was this 
monftrous defign harboured only by the common fol- 
diers : fome of the officers declared the fame inten- 
tions* I communicated all to the gaoler, who informed 
me that he had hirafelf heard the guards on the gaol 
exprefs their hoftile intentions. He was fo alarmed 
and apprehenfive of their putting their threats into 
execution, that he contrived means to get them out, 
then locked the door, and determined to defend his 
charge at the rifque of his life. He then, with a hu- 
manity and prefence of mind, that would have become 
It better ftation, communicated his apprehenfions to all 
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the pnroners> whom he advired to remain clofe in their 
cel1s> fo as to avoid being (hot in cafe of an aflual 
attack. He armed the three gentlemen> and formed 
fo judicious a plan of defence^ that in the event of 
4heir overpowered^ their lives could not be had at a 
<beap rate. Of this fcene I was myfelf an eye-witncfs» 
having permiffion from the high fheriff to pay every 
attention to my friend and relation^ Mr. Fitz-Gerald. 
^he latter gentleman gave me his watch> pocket-book» 
and every thing valuable about him ; and we took 
leave, as if we expected never to fee each other more. 
Several of the North Cork came to the gaol door> 
•but were refufed admittance. At laft a party of them 
>came with a woman, or one who feigned a femate 
voice, begging admittance.; and the door being opened, 
the foldiers inftantly rufhed forward to get in,' but were 
prevented by a half-door that remainecf (liil^ iVucl 
The whole door was then clofed, and it jambed in i 
foldier's arm, who defifted not from his dcfign, lAitil 
his bayonet, with which he attempted to (lab the gaoler 
feveral times, was wrefted from him, A number o^ 
foldiers went round the gaol feveral times, as if to re- 
connoitre, and were overheard threatening the pin- 
foners with pertain deftruflion, if they could but get 
in: and I verily believe that, had it not been for the 
indefatigable exertions of the gaoler, the prifoners would 
have been all maiTacred; and dreadful it is to think 
what confequences muft have enfued ! The alarms of 
the three gentlemen already named were fo much en- 
"Creafed by thefe circumflances, as well as by other re- 
ports, that they made every difpoiition of their proper- 
ties, as if on the point of death. 

The fifing of the peopfe, in the county of Wexford, 
took place in the dire&ion from Carnew to Oulaid, for 
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fear, as they alleged, of being whipped, burned, or 
exterminated by the orangemen ; hearing of the num- 
bers of people that were put to death, unarmed and 
unoffending, through the country; — the deliberate 
mafiacre and (hooting of eight and' twenty prifoners in 
the ball -alley of Cirnew, without trial, and fomc under 
fcntence of tranrpoitation, who'^ftopped there on their 
-way to Geneva; among thefe was a Mr, William 
Toung, a proteftant, who was ordered to be tranf- 
ported by a military tribunal. At Dunlavin, thiity- 
iour men were Ihot without trial, and among them 
the informer on whofe evidence they were arrefted. 
Strange to tclUofBcersprefided tofandion thefe proceed- 
ings ! A roan efcaped by feigning to be killed, he wa» 
one out of eighteen of the corps of captain Saunders, of 
Saunders- grove, Baltinglafs. Thefe reports, together 
^ith all thedreadful accounts from the county of Kildare, 
Toufed their minds to the utmoft pitch of alarm, indigo 
nation and fury. They were forming from the even- 
ing of the z6th during the whole of the night, in two 
lK)dies. One aflembled on Kilthomas-bill, againft 
whom marched from Carnew, on the morning of the 
27th, a body of yeomen cavalry and infantry, who 
proceeded boldly up the hill, where the infurgents pof- 
fefled a ftrong and commanding iituation, if they knew 
how to take advantage of it; but they were panic- 
ftruck, and fled at the approach of the military, wha 
purfucd them with great flaughter. They fpared no 
vian they met, and burned at leaft one hundred houfes 
in the courfe of a march of feven miles. 

The rev. Michael Murphy had been fo alarmed oa 
Rearing of the rifing of the people, that he fled into 
the town of Gorcy early on Whitfunday ; on his arrival 
not finding Mr, Kenny with whom he had lodged there* 
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lie was indaced to return for him. and his family, for 
y^hichpurpofe not being ableto pTOCureadriver,hehini«- 
felf led a horfe and car and purtued a bye road, to get, if 
pofliblc, unobferved into Ballecanow, by which means 
be did not meet fome yeomen and others that had gone 
on the high-road to Gorey after t\ky had tprn up the 
atltar, broken the windows, and othcrwifc damaged the 
Tom'an catholic chapel, uttering the mod violent threats 
againft the prieft and his flock, which fpecimens were 
rery unlikely to remove the dreadful reports of the in- 
tended extermination of the catholics. Thefe depreda- 
tions had fo much weight on the lev. Michael Murphy 
as to induce him to alter his original intentions not to- 
fly to fuch men for proteflion, and he was then led oa 
by the multitude to Kilthomas-hill ; the reV. John- 
Murphy had from fimilar unforefeen occurrences joined 
the infurgents. Thefe two clergymen had been re- 
markable for their exhortations and exertions againfl: 
the fyftem of united Iriihmen, until they were thus 
w^hirled into this political vortix 9 which, frofc all the in- 
formation I have been able to collect, they undertook 
under the apprehenfion of extermination. 

T^e rev. John Murphy was afling coadjutor of the 
parifh of Monageer, and impreffed with horror at thede- 
folation around him, took up arms with the people, rc- 
prefenting to them that they had bctte?die couiageoufly 
in the field, than to be butchered in their houfes, — The 
infurgents in this quarter novir began their career^' 
by imitating the example that had been fet before them. 
They commenced burning the houfes of thofe wha 
were mod obnoxious to them. Every gentleman's houfe 
in the country was fummoned to furrender their arms> 
and where any reiiftance was offered, the houfe was 
attacked, plundered and burnt^ and mofi of the inha/-> 
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bi^tants killed in xht co;iflic^. The Camolin cavalry 'were 
thefiift that attacked thefe infurgems: in theadion lieu- 
tenant Bookey and fome privates loft their lives. The 
reft retreated to Gorey. On the 27th of May captain 
Hawtrcy White led owt two troops of horfe from Go- 
rey, determined to revenge the deaths of their compa- 
nions. They came in fight of the infurgents on the 
uoTth-fide of the hill of Oulard ; but they aj)peared in 
fuch force that they thought it not prudent to attack 
them, but returned to Gorey, burning the houfe^ of 
fufpefletl perfons, and putting every ftraggler to death 
on their way. Numbers were called to their doors arid 
fhot> while many more met the like fate within their 
houfe, and fome even that were afleep. 

Thus it appears that the infune6lion broke but, at 
firft, in a line from weft to eaft, pretty nearly acrofs the 
middle of the county, unfupfk^rted by the inhabitants 
either north or fouth of that direflion. Thefe were 
the tra^s whofe natives appeared moft peaceably in- 
clined, and who thought to avoid joining in the infur- 
re<9ion. The yeomanry of the north of the county pro- 
ceeded on the a7th againft a quiet and defencelefs popu- 
lace; fallied forth in their neighbourhoods, burned 
numbers of houfes and put to death hundreds of perfons 
who were unarmed, unoffending and unrefifting, fo 
that thofe who had taken up arXnshad the greater 
chance of efcape at that time. I tannot avoid mentioning 
tho' not a Angular circumflance that took place amidft 
thefe calamities. Mr. William Hore of Harperftown, 
on Iiis return home from Wexford, was induced to fct 
fire to the houfe of Miles Redmond of Harvey's-town, 
a lime-burner. This occafioned his fubfequent con- 
finement and aftci wards his death on the bridge of 
Wexford. He had oiTcied to build him a belter houfe, 
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%phich Mrs. Hore> his widow> hotwUhflanding her ir« 
xetrieTabk k)fs has fince adaally performed. 

Such' was the fttte of the northern part of the 
€Oiinty> which contif)ued> during the whole of Whir- 
filndayy ignorant of the (late of the fouth. 

6n the evening of the ^6th, captltin John Grogan, 
perceiving from a height near his houfe> feveral hou(es 
<»n fire between Ennifcorthy and Oulard, affembled as* 
Biany of his yeomen as he could mu{ler> and proceeded 
with them to £nnifcorthy> whence he accompanied 
captain Solomon Richards>of the Ennifcorthy cavalry* 
to meet the infurgents^ who were committing great de^ 
yaftation throughout the country > in retaliation? as 
they alleged} for what they had previoufly fuffered. In 
biSt, there feemed to ejcift between the parties an emu^ 
lation of enmity> as they endeavoured to outdo each 
ether in mifchief? by burning and deftroying on both 
fides thofe whom they deemed their enemies. The ro- 
man catiiolic chapel of Boolevogue was burnt^ as waar 
Ae houfe of therev. John Murphy, already mentioned ; 
and feveral houfes were fet on fire and fome of the inr 
habitants confumed within them : no man that was feeii 
in coloured clothes eieaped the fury of the yeomanry.' 
In and about Ferns a party of the North Cork militia' 
and (bme yeomen purfued the likecondu3> as well as 
in the courfe of their retreat from thence to Ennifcor- 
thy, where they arrived on the morning of the 27th. 
The Shilmalier infantry commanded by the right hon. 
George Ogle, were then in Ennifcorthy alfo. They 
look an excurfion to Darby-gap, and on their return 
they marched home. Capt. John Grogan cfcoried fei> 
jeant Stanley as far as Waterford, on his way to Cork 
as judge of affize. — The town of Ennifcorthy was 
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crowded by great numbers of people who flei into k 
from the country, catholics zmong the reft. Some of 
the Matter were put into confinement in the caft;le, not' 
withfianling the deplorable evils of which that impo- 
litic fyftem had heen already prodaftive ; and although 
k muft be naturally imagined* that a greater pro^f 
could not be given of not wifhing to join the infurgents 
than that of flying into the town for refuge. 

On Monday morning the aSth of May, every prepa- 
•ration was made for defence, and every precautioiji^ 
obferved in the town. Part of the North Cork militia 
commanded b} captain Snowe, captain Cornock's and 
captain Pounden's infantry corps with their fupernu- 
meraries, and the Ennifcorthy cavalry, commanded by 
captain Ricbarvls, (the whole military force in the 
town) were on the alert, and under arms in expecta- 
tion of an immediate attack. Many of the inhabitants. 
of the town offered their fervices, and a.rmed them.- 
felv^s, as well as they could, to contribute to the gen^*' 
ml defence. Some of the moft refpeftable were per- 
Biitted to join the troops, but mod of thofe who had 
offered their affiftance were, during thcj battle, ordered 
|o gjround their arms and retire into their houies, out; 
of which they were peremptorily warned not to ftir oil 
pain of death. Good God 1 what miferable policy ix% 
hch times, to brand them as catholics with difaffedion^ 
^hen their a£lions befpoke fo much the C9ntrary, and 
thus to force them^ into the ranks of the infurgents !*-^ 
After the battle of Onlard the iniurgents encamped for 
the night at Carrigrew, from whence they fet out at 
feven o'clock on Monday morning, the 28th, to Camo-« 
lin, from thence to F^ras, where meeting with no.in* 
terruption^ or any military force to oppofe tUem« they; 
croiTed the Slaney by the bridge at Scarawaliby halted 
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for fome time on the hill of Balliorril, and from 
thence they proceeded to attack Ennifcorthy, Mphcr<^ 
they arrived about one o'clock> driving before them a 
great number of cattle with a view of overpowering 
the yeoman infantry that had proceeded to the Duffrey- 
gate, where the attack commenced. The' aflkilants 
pofling themfelves behind the ditches that enclofe jhe 
town-parks, kept up a fevere but irregular fire of muf- 
ketry, intermixed with pikemen, who were twice 
charged by the Ennifcorthy cavalry along the two I'oads 
leading into the town, with little or no effciS^. The* 
battle lafted with various fuccefs for four hodrs. Cap-' 
tain Snowe not confidering it prudent to quit his fituatioa 
6n the bridge to fdpport the yeomert at the DufFrey-? 
gate, who then ; fell down by degrees into the town,* 
leaving the fuburbs, compofedof thatched houfes, un^ 
proteSed, which then werefet fire to, (each party ac- 
cufing the other for doing fo) and as it turned out no- 
thing could be more conducive to the fuctefs of the in-^ 
furgents : during the confufion the conflagrations occa- 
fioned, from which each party retreated, the military 
taking their ftation in the town : had they marched out 
to roeetthe infurgents, and given them battle where they 
might have the advantage of the ditches ; their fupe-* 
riority in difcipline and fire-arms might have enabled 
them to break and diffipate the tumultuary body oppofed 
to them, that had every advantage over thofe placed 
in a hollow. The infurgents made an attempt to crofs 
the river, at the ifland above the bridge, from whence 
they were fo galled as to oblige them to wade through 
the Slaney higher up at Black floops; fomewereproceed-' 
ing to Vinegar-hill, which from its commanding litua- 
rion immediately above the town, gave them every ad*- 
vantage of obfervation, whilft their numbers afforded 
a fufficiency to attack the town on all fides. The milt- 
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t^ry were at length overpowered by the impetuofity 
»nd intrepidity of the infurgents^ many of whom fell 
10 the gallant'defence madeagainft them ; but the fol- 
diers hailing no cannon to fupport them, and the fu- 
barbs of the town being on fire in fevcraV places, they at 
hift founded a retreat. Whilft the town was thus cir- 
cum{lanced> ^ propofal was made to captain Snowc to 
put the prifoners to dearh before the evacuation of the 
place; but he, like a truly brave man, would not liflen 
to fuch a diabolical propofal, iand rejefled it with fcora 
and abhorrence ; notwithftanding which a party went 
to the caftle determined to put all confined therein ta 
^eath. An inefFeflual attempt was made to break open 
the doori the keeper having forgot to leave the key, 
with which he had fet off towards Wexford; and this 
circumftance providentially faved th€f lives of the prifo- 
ners, as it became too dangerous for the yeomen to 
Wait any longer to put their threats in execution; 
threats which they conftantly repeated the M'hole of 
that morning while they flood guard over their pri- 
Coners. Indeed, fo affured were the prifoner? them- 
felves of being put to death, that they had continued 
for hours on their knees at prayer in preparation for 
that awful event, when the vi<3ors releafed them from 
confinement. Captain John Pounden of the Ennifcor- 
thy fupplementary infantry, lieutenant Hunt of the 
Ennifcorthy yeomen, and lieutenant Garden of the Sea- 
rawalih infantry, with about eighty of the military, 
andfome fupplementaiy men, fellin this adion. A re- 
gular retreat being founded gave the military an oppor- 
tunity of bringing away their families and friends, to- 
gether with a great many men, women and children* 
who proceeded in the beft manner they could to Wex- 
ford. The only opinion prevailing in the latter town, 
for fomc hours, was that Ennifcorthy and all its inhabi- 
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bitants were totally dcftroy^d. This was oecafiontd bf^ 
the arrival m Wexford of lieutenant Archibald Hamil- 
ton Jacob, and a private of the Ennifcorthy cavalry^ 
who had been fo fortunate as to cSc& their efcape, and 
who came in with their horfes all in a foam, fp as to 
befpeak the moft precipitate flight. At the fanae time 
tremendous clouds of fmoke were obferved oyer Ennif^ 
corthy, which is diftant only eleven miles ffom Wex- 
ford, and no news arriving for feveral hours, kft 
room for no other conjei^urc, but feemed to con- 
firm the account given by thefc fugitives. The mili- 
tary in their retreat were very confufed at firfi:, however 
lelf- prefer vation urged their keeping together, fuggefted 
by a private in the yeomanry. Officers had been induced 
to tear off their epaulets and every other mark tha^ 
could diftinguifh them from the privates, confidcringf 
themfelvesin more danger if they were recognized as 
officers. However, npt being attacked there was fuffi- 
cient leifqrc to efcort thofe that accompanied them^ 
and who were in fuch a piteous plight as to excite on 
their arrival the hearty commiferation of all \he inha- 
bitants of Wexford, who invited them indifcriminateljr 
to their houfes, and fupplied them with every comfort 
and necelTary in their power, and of which they ftood 
fo much in need. How diftreffing mud be the iitua- 
tion of many ladies who were glad to get up behind 
ox before any pcrfon that might be tender enough, in 
the genera] conOernation, to take them on horfeback! 
fome had their clothes fcorched about them, others 
wanted their fhoes and other parts of their drefs, which 
had been loft or torn off; befides the great heat of the^ 
day made it doubly diftreffing to delicate females, manjr 
of whom had the additional charge of the burden and 
care of their children. It was very deplorable to ob* 
ferve the anguilh aod miiciy of thefe fugitives, fo fud- 

denly 
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dmly and violently torn from their homes and familr 
endeaments ; while each, in melancholy detail, dwelt 
upon the relation of private cSilamity. 

Great as the apprchenfions of the inhabitants of 
Wexford had been before, they were much heightened 
by the mournful appearances and heart-rending recitaU 
^f thefe tinhappy fufferers. All dreaded that their 
hQofes, their properties, and themfelves, fhould fhare 
the fate of Ennifcojthy and its inhabitants. At this 
critical period, the Shilmalier infantry, commanded 
hy the right hon. George Ogle, marched from their 
homes into Wexford. Every poffible preparation was ^ 
Jiow made for defence. The feveral avenues leading into 
the town were bariicaded, and cannon were placed, at 
the diflirent entrances. 'The inhabitants univerfally 
t&anifefted a zeal to defend their habitations, their pro- 
perties, and their families againft the infurgents; and 
numbers offered themfelves for the ranks, and to 
|>erform military duty. Upwards of two hundred were 
tonfequently embodied, there being arms for no more, 
tnder the command of gentlemen who had been in 
the army, and officers of militia then in the town on 
leave of abfence. Thefe bccafional foldiers mounted 
guard in the fame manner with the more regular iroops 
of militia and yeomen; and every precaution was 
taken to guard againfla nofturnal furprife, which was 
ftrongly apprehended. The gentlemen confined in the 
gaol were vifited by numbers of thofe in town, who 
entreated meffrs. Harvey and Colclough, to write to 
their tenants and neighbours, to induce them to remain 
quiet at their homes, and to avoid joining the infur- 
gents from the other fide of the Slaney. This the gen- 
tlemen readily complied with, in the prefence of thofc 
who befought them, urging it in the moft ftrcnuouk 

and 
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and perfuafive terms they could; and nieflengerk 
were accordingly difpatched to every perfon, who> it 
was fnggefted to them> poflefled influence enough for 
the purpofe^ or who was imagined capable of contri- 
butini; to keep the inhabitants of the baronies of Forth 
and Bargy from rifing. 

On the morning of the 29th> the difpofitions for 
the defence of the town^ were continued with unr 
abating vigour. Two hundred men of the Donegal 
miHiia> commanded by colonel Maxwell, with a fix- 
pounder, marched in at eight o'clock in the morning^ 
and were billctted throughout the town to get rcfrefli- 
mem, of which they flood in great need, having 
marched all night from Duncannon fort, accompanied 
by the Healthfield cavalry, commanded by captain 
John Grogan. This gentleman having <»fcoTted fer- 
jeant Stanley to Waterford, returned to Duncannon- 
fort, where he met general Fawcett, whofc determina- 
tion he now announced, of comingto the affiftance of 
Wexford, with an additional force as foon as poffible. 
With this detachment alfo arrived colonel Colville^ 
captain Young, and lieutenant Soden, officers of the 
13th regiment, giving the glad tidings of the approach 
of their body with general Fawcett, and theMcath mi- 
litia. A gentleman was however difpatched to the ge- 
neral, to urge in the moft prelling terms, the immediate 
neceffity of the reinforcement. The Taghmon cavalry 
under the command of captain Cox anived in town in 
the courfe of the day. The apprehenfions of the in- 
habitants increafed every moment. Every boat in the 
harbour was bufily employed in the conveyance of 
women and children, with the moft valuable efTefls, 
oTi board fhips, which nsw were in great requi- 
(Jtion, occafioned by the vaft numbers of people who 
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crowded thefc vcffcl8> in order to cfcapc from th^ towii» 
which. It was dreaded> would be burnt. To guard 
againft fuch a difaftrous event, all thf fires in the town 
were ftridlly ordered to be put out at different inter- 
vals ; and during the prohibited time, even the bakers 
were not allowed to heat their ovens. A further mea- 
fure of precaution adopted on this occaflon^ was that of 
(tripping all the thatched houfes within the walb of 
the town, which laft, by the bye, were ftill ftanding 
in full prefervation, except the gate-ways, that had 
been long broken down for public convenience, but 
were now ftrongly barricaded. In fhort, the utmoft 
afli?ity prevailed for purpofes of defence. The guards 
were augmented, and patroles of cavalry were con- 
flaotly fent out to reconnoitre. The widows of thofe 
of the North Cork militia, who had fallen in the a£tion 
at Oulard> ftill contbued inconfolable about the town, 
uttering their piteous lamentations. The bodies of 
the officers who were flain on that occafion, were this 
day brought in by major Lombard's fervant, who had 
gone out for that purpofe; and this contributed not a 
little to difpirit the military in the town* 

Some of my friends, then in Wexford> intimated to 
ne, that it feemed to be the general wifh of all the 
gentlemen in the place, that 1 fliould go out to the 
people, and endeavour to induce them to difperfe> my 
great popularity and family influence, it was fugg^fted, 
pointing me out as the fitteft perfon to undertake fuch 
a miflion ; which, from thefe circumftances, it was 
hoped, might prove fuccefsful. My anfwer was, that 
I would not refufe to do any thin^ that was imagined 
to be for the general good, although I thought the 
experiment moft hazardous, provided a magiftrate 
whofe honour might be depended on, would accompany 

O me; 
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me; befidcs, that I fhiiuld have my direftions in wrfts^ 

ing, a copy whereof I would leave with my friends, m 

order, that if lAoold fall in the enterprife, nothing 

might be left in the power of mifreprefentation to ftatc 

to my difhonour. No magiftrate being found, as I 

fuppofe, that would venture on thb dangerous fervice> 

it was then enquiicd whether the liberation of meOrs. 

Harvey, Fitz-Gcrald, andColclough, might not appeafe 

the people ? On this queflion, I declared myfelf in* 

competent to 4ecide. I was then afked, whether if 

enlarged on bail, bat particularly Mr. Fitz^gerald, 

whofe refidence lay in the country then difturbed> 

would undertake to go out to the infurgents and endea* 

vour to prevail on them to difpcrfe ? On this enquiry 

my opinion was, that as the lives of thefe gentlemen 

were in danger from the fury of the foldiery, while 

they continued in prifon, I thought they would comply 

with this requifition. The matter now became public, 

and the prifonefs were accordingly vifited by the mod rc- 

fpefiable gentlemen in the town; feveral requefting of me 

to accompany them to the prifon, for the purpofeof in* 

troduflion. Indeed, fo marked was the attention paid 

to them on this occafion, that an indifferent fpedator 

would be led to conlider them rather as the governors 

of the town, than as prifoners. On the 28th and 

29ih, I had many converfations on this fobjed,. with? 

the officers and gentlemen of the place, and at length, 

I was myfelf, together with five other gentlemen, (two 

for each of the three prifoners,) bound in five hundred 

pounds feverally; and meflfrs. Harvey, Fitzgerald, and 

Colclough themfelves, individually in one thoufand 

pounds fecurity for their appearance at the next affizes^ 

It was further conditioned, that although they were all 

three bailed, two only (h'ould be at large at any one 

lime ; but that they might take their turns of going 
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4kbroad interchangeably at their difcretion, provided 
one fhould always remain in gaoU as a guarantee for 
the return of the reft. This coinpa£l was entered into 
with captain Boyd particularly. Mr. Harvey was 
then fixed on to remain^ and meflrs. Fitzgerald ami 
€olcloiugh were immediately liberated^ and fent out to 
endeavour to prevail on the people to difperfe. They 
wercefcorted from the gaol by feveral gentlemen, who 
conduiled them beyond the outpofts; and then a 
yeoman was fent to attend them till they pafled the 
jpatroles, and fo they fet off towards Ennifcoirhy. 

The entire military force at this time in Wexford 
'<y)nnfied of three hundred of the North Cork militia, 
^oommandcd by colonel Foote ; two hundred of the 
Ponegal militia, under the direSion of colonel Max* 
well ; five troops of yeomen cavalry, viz. thofe of 
Wexford, commanded by captain Boyd; the Ennif- 
cortby, by captain Richards; the Taghmon, by cap- 
tain Cox; the IJeakhfield, by captain John Grogan ; 
and the Shilmalier^ by colonel Lehunte : the infantry 
yeomen were thofc of Wexford, under captain Jacob, 
Jl D.; the Ennifcorthy, under captain Pounden ; the 
ScarawaUh, under captain Cornock ; and the Shilma* 
Kcr, under the right hon. George Ogle, with their 
ftipplementary men, altogether as many as their ori« 
ginal number, and Xwo hundred of the townfmen, 
amounting on the whole to twelve hundred men under 
arms ; who, as the town wall was in good condition, 
might defy as many thoufand alTaiiants, not fupported 
by a great fuperiority of ordnance. It would be dif<« 
ficult to ftate who held the chief command then in 
Wexford; but colonel WatfQp> (formerly lieutenant 
colonel in the army,) who now filled the rank of fer- 
jeant in the Shilmalier cavalry, feemed to take the 
Oz leadi 
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lead> more than any other perfon in the place^ in fta« 
tioning the difFerent pods ; and really^ from the abi- 
lity he difplaycd, fcemed the fittcft of all prcfcnt to be 
entrufted with the diredion of afFairs> having left no- 
thing undone> as far as the exigency of the moment 
would allowy to put the town in as complete a ftate of 
defence as poffible. 

The infurgents> after having taken Ennifcorthy on 
the zSth^ encamped that evening on Vinegar-hilK' 
Several parties were difpatched from thence^ during 
the night> to bring in all the refpeflable perfons re- 
maining in the county> with menaces of death in cafe 
of refufal ; their recent fucceffes having rendered them 
altogether imperious. One party was particularly 
direfled to Newcaftle for Mr. John Hay> in whofe 
profeffional talents they placed great confidence^ as he 
had been an oifficer in the French fervice. On being 
fummoned out of his bed to come to camp> he endea- 
voured to expo{lulate> but all in vain ; and at laft, be 
abfolutely refufed goings notwithftandihg the raoit vio- 
lent threats uttered againft him. At length, however, 
menaces proceeded to fuch extremity, that his houfe 
Ihould be fet on fire, and he and his family confumed 
within it ; and preparations were inftahtly making to 
put their threats in adual execution, when turning 
with looks of anguifh and defpair towards his wife and 
daughter, whom he loved moft paffionately, with the 
tendered emotions he furrendercd his judgment for 
their fafety, and was led to Vinegar-hill, where he met 
feveral who had been fummoned thither out of their 
beds as unexpectedly as himfelf; for as the military 
had abandoned the whole country, the infurgents, 
who w^rc now the generality of the people, had 
every one who leims^ineda under uacontroulable com*- 
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miad. Mr. John Hay> finding upon enquiry, that 
the multitude had no ammunition, no warlike ftores» 
nor any degree of preparation, ftrongly remonftrated 
on their defencelefs iituation, reprefenting that they 
could not . poffibly (land agajinft a regularly appointed 
military force, as any foldiery knowing their duty, 
muft cut them to pieces. Various and confured were 
the confultations that enfued in this tumultuous aifem*- 
blage. It was at once propofed, by different perfons 
to attack Rofs, Newtown-Barry, and Gorey, as *each 
lay more contiguous to^their fcveral homes, for Wex- 
ford was then conlidered too formidable to be at all 
attempted ; while others laboured to perfuade the 
whole body to proceed to their refpeflive neighbour- 
hoods, to protedl them from the ravages of the mili- 
tary; imd each party perlifted fo obftinately in their 
feveral determinations, as not to yield or liften to any 
reafoning from another fide, in oppofition to their 
favourite opinions; no kind of concert, no unity of 
defign, no fort of difcipline or organization appearing 
to influence their councils or their conduft ; which 
- diftraflion fuflBcicntly indicates that no pre-concerted 
or any digefted plan of infurreclion fxided in tho 
tounty, previous to the ri^ng, for in fuch cafe, the 
populace would have been rendered, in fome degree^ 
' at letft, fubordinate to fome conftituted authority ; 
whereas they now afled, even after confidcrable fuc- 
cefles, not obedient to any controul, but with the 
greateft anarchy, violence, and confufion. In fines 
each individual dreaded t!ie devaftation of his houfe 
or his property ; mod of the multitude was difperfed 
and on the way to their feveral homes, in all direc- 
tions from Vinegar-hill, when fome of them met 
incffrs. Fitz-Gerald and Colclough, (whofc arrcfts 
were publicly known,) near the village of &• John's, 
t and 
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?md finding them liberated and fent out to them, thcjr 
Krerc immediately welcomed by a general fhont> which 
communicating from one to another, like eledricityi ic 
was re-echoed all the way to Ennifcorthy, and fo on to 
the top of Vinegar-UlU and thence through all the 
country rouiid. The reverberation of the (houts thus 
widely difFufecf, arrcfted the attention of the aftoniflied 
jnultitudcy who inftamly returned to difcovcr the caufe 
of fuch fudden exultation ; fo that when the deputed 
gentlemen arrived on Vinegar-hiU> the camp> fo de- 
ferted but a moment before> now became as thronged 
as ever. Were it not fufiiciently eftablifhed by the 
univerfal acknowledgment of all the inhabitants of 
the county of Wexford, officers and men, who bore a 
part in this infurreilion, that there was no concert be- 
tween this riling.and the plan of a general infurreSiotty 
in and about Dublin ; and that it was no more than a 
tumultuary and momentary exertion of popular r^^- 
ance to a^'ftate of things, found or confidered ua- 
fupportable, the fole objed of which was an attempt 
to get rid of oppreffionsi and to retaliate with equal 
violence, what they had been for fome time expert-' 
encing ; this inclination of each man, and every body 
of tnen, to return home, and apply the general force 
to the correflion of their individual fufFerings, would 
farnifh a ftrong proof of the fa6t ; as otherwife the 
klea of fome general fyftem, however confufed, would 
be floating in their imagination, and it is the confirmed 
opinion of mod impartial people, that I have heard 
difcufs the fubjed, that the infurre£)ion in the county 
of Wexford muft have f ubiided at that period, but for 
this intelligence extraordinary from the town by the 
deputation of the prifoners, who of neceffity informed 
the people, that they had been liberated, and fent out 
for the exprels purpofe of iciuonfiiating with them ; 

fox 
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for this ferved only to concentrate their wavering opr- 
nioDS^ and to point to fome objcft their previoufly flue- 
Yaating determinations. It was but the refolution of t 
moment to march in a body to attack Wexford. Mr. Fitz- 
Gerald f hey ^detained in the camp> and Mr. Colclough 
they fent back to announce their hoftile intentions. 

Mr. Colclough arrived in Wexford early in the 
«v€ning» and waited in the bull-ring> (a fmall fqtiare ia 
the town (o denominated) until the officers and other 
gentlemen in the place had there aflembled, when he 
informed thein> in a very audible voice, from on borfe- 
back) that having gone out, according to their direfii* 
ons, to the infurgents on Vinegar-hill, he found, as he 
iiad already fuggefted before his departure, that he pof- 
fefled no influence with the people, who had ordered 
him to return amd announce their determination of 
marching to the attack of Wexford ; adding, thatthejr 
bad detained Mr. Fitz-Gerald. Mr. Colclough then re- 
<)ueficd to be informed, if it was intended to make fur« 
ther trial of his fervices, or to require his longer atten- 
€lance> as otherwifc they muft be fenfible how eager 
he muft be to relieve the anxiety of his family by his 
prefence. He was then entreated to endeavour to rhain- 
tain tranquillity in his own neighbourhood, which heav- 
ing promifed to do as much as in his potver, he called 
at the gaol to vifit^Mr, HaiTey, with whom he agreed, 
(according to the compaft with capt. Boyd) to return 
next day and take his place in the gaol, and then fet off 
through the barony of Forth, to his own dwelling at 
Ballyteigue, diftant about ten miles from Wexford. 

If any thing could add to the general conflcrnation 
in Wexford, it was to learn the determination of the 
infurgents to come to attack the town. Ships became 

in 
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in greater rcqmfition than ever, and all the veffeU in the 
harbour were ftowied with amazing numbers^ the fireets 
vere cjuite deferted, and the fliops and lower window^ 
of all the houfes were (hut up. Late in the evening as 
^wo of the Taghmon yeomanry were goihg home, and 
had proceeded as far as Areandrifli, about four miles from 
Wexford> they defcried the advanced guard of the infur- 
-gents; with which intelligence they imn^ediately poft- 
cd back with all fpeed to the town, which was already 
in exp^flation of being attacked every inftaint. Every 
degree of vigilance and precaution was now exerted and 
the military kept on the alert all night. The portcullis 
on the remarkable wooden-bridge, over the Slaney, was 
Jioifted, whereby the greateft part of it was left de- 
fencelefs, while one piece of cannon would have per- 
feflly protected the whole ; and this mifmanagement 
became the more to be regretted as, about break- 
of-day, the toll^houfc on the country-fide on the 
end of it was difcovered to be on fire, and burned with 
great fury, the materiala being of deal ; and pitch 
and tar had been fprcad over the entrance of the bridge 
to encreafe the rapidity of the flames. Some boat- 
loads of failors from the harbour were the firll that 
ventured to extinguifh the fire, having taken their 
buckets for the purpofe. Thefe found the place de- 
ferted, as the bufinefs had been executed by a party of 
about twelve infurgents, who fled at their approach* 
The {harp fmoke from the burning wood, drifted by 
the wind, which blew light along the bridge, retarded 
much the progrefs of fome yeomen, who at length 
moved toward the fire, but thefe, leaving the failors to 
their own exertions, made a cut acrofs the bridge at 
fome diftance from, the conflagration. The fire, how- 
ever, was foon put out, and none of the oak-beamflt 
that principally fupport the bridge, were burnt through^ 
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tKe floor and railings only, which were of deal, being 
eonfumed. The cries of the, women and childrea 
throughout the town Were fo difrt^al and alarming a» 
to roufe the military from their beds, when they had 
fcarcely time to have fallen aflcep, fince they h^d retired 
from their feyeral pods* to which they were thus fum- 
moped back in a hurry to repel the attack of an enemy> 
which, was every moment expe6ted. The infurgents 
were now encamped on the Three-rocks, • the end of 
the low ridge of the mountain of Forth, about three 
miles from Wexford, and did not feem fo willing to ad« 
vance as was apprehiended irl the town. 

General Fawcett having ordered his forces to follow, 
fet out alone from Duncannon-fort on the evening of 
the 29th, and flopped at Taghmon, where he lay dowa 
to reft until his advanced- guard fhould arrive. C!apt. 
Adams of the Meath militia, with feventy men of his 
regiment, and lieutenant Birch of the artillery, with 
two howitzers, arrived from Duncannon-fort in the 
courfeof the night, at Taghmon, where not (inoing, as 
they expeded, the 13th regiment, or Meath militia> 
and not knowing any thing about th^ general, after a 
fliort halt they marched on towards Wexford, appre- 
hending no kind of interruption. They had already 
afcended the road along the fide of the mountain of 
Forth, when perceived by the out pofts of the infur- 
gents, who^poured down upon them with fuch rapidity, 
that they were in a few minutes cut off, except enfign 
Wade and fixteen privates who were taken prifoners. 
The magazine was blown up in the conflicS^, M'hich 
cjTcumflance rendered the howitzers not fo great a 
prize as they othervrife would have been to the victors. 
General Fawcett, on getting out of bed, having learned 
the fate of his advanced guard, ordered the T3th and 
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the reft of the troops, who had>by this time, come ujfj 
to retreat to Duncannon^fort, whither he alfo {et^ST 
in great hade himfelf. 

From Wexford, in the courfe of the morning, vaft' 
crowds of people were obferved aflembling on the high 
ground, over Ferry-bahk, at tlie country fide of the 
wooden- bridgeywhich contributed not a little to heighten 
the alarm already prevailing in the town. Thfe different 
pofls on the town-wall were guarded with the utmoft: 
Tigilatice, and entruflSed to the proteftion of the yeo- 
man infantry, fupplementaries, and armed inhabitants*^ 
while the North Cork militia undertook to de- 
fend the barracks. It was expe£led that general 
Fawcett, now fuppofed on his march from Taghmon' 
to Wexford, muft fall in with the ihfurgents, and thus 
k^ep them fo well employed on that (ide as to afford at^ 
favourable* opportunity for a fally from the town to 
attack them' on the other.- It was therefore refolved 
to try the fucccfs of this manoeuvre, and accordingly^ 
Colonel Maxwell, with two hundred of the Donegar 
militia, and colonel Watfon, . with the Wexford, En- 
nifcorlhy, Taghmon, Hcalthfield, and Shilmalier yeo- 
men cavalry, marched out to the encounter. They had 
advanced as far as Belmont, when eolonel Watfon, ea- 
ger to reconnoitre, proceeded up the hill, farther than- 
prudence would permit, and was (hot from one of the 
out-pods of the infurgents. ^hc l^negall militia then 
retreated to Wexford, preceded by the cavalry, who 
prefTed upon them very much along the road. Imme- 
'diately after this a hafty council of war was held, at 
which it was determined to evacuate the town. 

A general and gloomy confternatlon no^ prevailed j 
every countenance appeared clouded and diftruftfuU 
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and every perfon was cautious aod circumfpcfl how he 
fpoke or a<9ed> as a|l confidence was entirely done 
xwzYf ^^^ each individual thought only of hb owa 
perfonal fafe^. Some yeomen and fupplementaric^ 
who> during the whole of the morning» had been (lati- 
xoned in the ftreet oppoHte the gaol> were beard con* 
.tinuallyto threaten to put all the prifoners to^death^ 
which fo roufed the attention of the gaoler to protect 
his charge^ that I^e barricaded the door; and on hear- 
ing of a furrender> to manifeft more ftrongly the finccr 
jcity of his intentions, he delivered up the key to Mr. 
Hanrey* This .gei^tleman was> indeed, fo apprehenfive 
,o{ violence, that he had climbed up infide.a chimneyt 
where he had \f\n concealed a confiderable ^ime, when 
4bme gentlemen called^upen him, but could not gain ad- 
jnittance until they gave the (Ironge/l alTurances of their 
^pacific intentions. Upon being fulmitted at lengthy the/ 
ilill found him up the chimney, and while fo fituated^ 
untreated Jtiim to go out to the camp of the infurgents 
and anuQunce xo them the furrender of the town, on 
condition that' lives and properties fliould be fpared. 
Mr. Harvey made anfwer, that as the infurgents onthe 
Three-rocks were not from his neighbourhood, and as 
he was not hitnfelf at all known to them, he imagined 
he could have no kind of influence with them, adding^ 
that they might poffibly confider him eyen as an enemy. 
He was then requefted to write to them, which he de- 
clared himfelf willing to do in any manner that might 
be judged moft advifable. When he had thus confent- 
ed, it became a talk of no little difficulty to bring him 
out of bis lurking place, as in the defcent bis clothes 
were gathered up about his fhoulders, fo that it re- 
quired good affiftance to pull him out of the chimney 
by the heels. When he had arranged his af^trel, and, 
adjufted bimfelf fo as to put off the appearance of a 
P % ^mncy* 
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chimney-fwcepcr, about two hours before the troops 
retreated from Wexford, Right hon. George Ogle; 
captain of th'e Shiimalier infantry, Cornelius Grogan, 
John Grogan, captain of the Healthfield cavalry, James 
Boyd, captain of the Wexford cavalry, Solomoit 
Richards, captain of the Ennifcorthy cavalry, IfaaC 
Cordock, captain of the Scarkwalfh infatitry, arid Edward 
Tamer of the Shiimalier cavalry, all magiftrates* 
along with lieutenant-colonel CoUville of the i^th 
regiment of foot, and lieutenant-colonel Foot'e of the 
North Cork militia, vifited Mr. Harvey in the gaoV, 
and, at their exprefs requeft, he wrote, the following 
notice to the infurgents on the mountain of Forth : ' 

<* I have been treated in prifon with all poSible hu- 
*« mariity, and am now at liberty • l have procured 
•< the liberty of all the prifoners. If you pretend to 
«* chriftian charity, do not commit maflacre, or buiH 
«* the property of the inhabitants, and (pare your pri^ 
f foners' lives/* 

*• B. B. Harvet. 

«« Wedncfday, 30th May, 1798." 

This note was undertaken to be forwarded by r* 
Doyle, a yeoman of the Healthfield cavalry, who of- 
fered to volunteer on this hazardous fervice, when the 
propofal was made to his corps by captain John Grogan. 
He had the precaution to put oflT his uniform, and to 
drefs himfelf in coloured clothes ; but when ready to 
fet off he was difcovered to be a roman catholic, and 
therefore reflefled upon, for To the whifper went about, 
' haw could d fafiji be trujled ? — ^The yeoman finding 
his zeal meet with a reception fo contrary to his ex- 
peSation, agaih put on his- uniform and retreated with 
]jis captain ; thus proving; Limfelf to the full as loyal 
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as any of tbofe who on the occafion difplayed fhcir 
fl liberality, which even common policy, it might bfc 
well imagined, fliould reprefs at fo critical a junfluj^f. 
Doflor Jacob then propofed the^nterprize to his corps, 
and counfellor Richards with his brother Mr. Loftus 
Richards, were. appointed to go out io the Three-rocks 
6n this expedition, to announce the furrender of the 
town to the infurgents, whofe camp they reached in 
fafety, though clad in full uniform. — Scarcely had 
tbefe deputies fet out upon their miflion, when all the 
inilitary corps, a part of one only excepted, made the 
beft of their way out of town. Every individual of 
them feemed to partake of a general panic, and fet ofF 
whitherfoever they imagined they could find fafety > ' 
tFithout even acquainting their neighbours on duty of 
their intentions. The principal inhabitants whofc fer- 
vices hid been accepted of for the defence of the town 
were moftly catholics, and, according to the prevalent 
fyftem, were fabjeft to the greateft infult^ and reflexi- 
ons. They were always placed in front of the pofts 
and cautioned to behave well, or that death (hould be 
the confequence. ' Accordingly perfons were placed 
behind them to keep them to their duty, and tbefe 
irere fo watchful of their charge, that they would not 
even permit them to turn about their heads, and yet 
thefe determined heroes were the very firft to run off 
bn the apprehended approach of real danger.. Thus 
were the armed inhabitants left at their pofts, aban- 
doned by their officers, and aflually ignorant of the 
flight of the foldiery, until the latter had been miles 
out of the town, and were therefore left no poffible 
means of retreating. Lieutenant William Hughes of 
the Wexford infantry, with a few of his corps, was, it 
feems, the only part of the military, left uninformed of 
ihe intended retreat, and this was owing to his being 
1 - detached 
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ddMched with there few yeomen to defend a diftant ] 
4)f the town-walU and be and they were apprized of 
their litoation^ as were alfo^he armed inhabitants^ onljr 
by the approach of ihe infurgents; (bxhat Mr. Hughes 
imd his few yeomen^ together with the armed inhabi- 
tant8> are the only people that can he iaid noiit to haT^ 
abandoned their pofts in We;xfojd on this occafioiu 
The confufion and difroay# which prevailed was fo 
great) as no kind of iignalfcr setreat had becngiven^ 
that officers and privates ran promifcuouAy through 
tbetown> threw off their uniforms) and hid jthemfelTo^ 
wherever they thought they could be beft concei^ecL. 
Some ran to the different qaays> in expe£la^on of find^ 
ing boats to convey them off> and threw their anas and 
4isimQnition into the water. All foch as could accom-> 
plifh it embarked on board the veflels in the harbour^ 
having previouily turned their horfes loo(e. Some ran 
to tJie gaol to putthemfelves under the protedion o£ 
fJlu Harvey. Officers^ magiftrates? and yeomei;^ of 
every defcription thus feverally endeavoured to efcape 
popular vengeance ; and in the contrivance of changing 
appareU as there was not a fafficiency of mei/s clothes 
at band for all thofe who iavght fafety by this means^ 
female tttire was Aibftltuted fcir the purpofe of difguife* 
In (hort> it is impoffible that a greater appearance of 
con(o(ien» tumult or panic could be at ail exhibited. 
The North Cork regiment on quitting the barracks fe% 
them on fire, which> however, was i^mmediately put 
cnr* Lieutenants Bowen and Paye, with enfign Har- 
man, and fome ferjeants and privates of thb regiment 
remained in the town. 

It has been already obferved, that thoufands of 
people were fcen to aSemblei during the entire morn- 
ing, on a ii^li over Ferry*bank> marching and counter- 
marching 
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tatTthing in Koftile appearance* and feemingiy waiting 
only For the moment that the town woiftld beaikndoned 
by the military, to take poiTeffion of it themfelves ^ 
hut their entrance, when this took ptace> was retarded^ 
until boards were procured t^ fupply the place of the 
flooring of the wooden-bridge, where it had been 
barnf* In the mean time, meflrs. Richardsy after har- 
ing tun great rifque, arrived at the camp at Thrce- 
irocka, and making known that they were deputed to 
inform the people, that the town of Wexford would 
be furrendered to them* on condkion of fparing lives 
and properties; thefc terms would not be complied 
with* aniefs the arms and ammunition of the garrifon 
were alfo furrendered. Mr. Loftus Richards was there- 
fore detained as a hoftage, and counfellor Richards 
and Mr. Fiiz-Gerald were fent back to the town, to 
fettle and arrange the articles of capitulation; but 
tfaefe gentlemen on their arrival, to their great ado- 
nifhmenty found the place abandoned by the military* 
The bridge being at this time nearly made paflable, 
the vaft concourfe of people that had colleSed at the 
bther fide of the Slaney, was juft ready to pour in and 
cake unconditional poffcffion of the town. It was 
therefore neceffary to treat with thefe, (it being yet 
unknown who they were,) in order to prevent the 
mifchiefs likely to enfue from fuch a tumultuary influx 
^f people. DoAor Jacob, then mayor of the town 
««d captain of the Wexford infantry, therefore, en- 
treated Mr. Fitz-Gerald to move towards the bridge* 
und announce to the people rufhing in, that the town 
was furrendered ; and to ufe every other argumenti 
that his prudence might fuggeft, to make their entry 
as peaceable is poflible. Mr. Fitz Gerald complied* 
and inftantly after this communication, thoufands of 
people poured into the town, over the wooden-bridge* 

fhouting 
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fhouting and exhibiting, all marks of extravagant and^ 
vi6^prious exultation. They firft proceeded to the gaol^ 
Tcleafedall the prifoncrs, and infilled that Mr. Harvey 
ihould become their commander. , All the houfes in 
town> not abandoned by the inhabitants^ now be- 
came decorated, with green bot]ghs» or green ornaments 
of one defcription or aniother. The doors were uni- 
Ycrfally thrown open> and the mod liberal offers madcf 
of fpirits and drink of every kind, which however 
were not as freely accepted, until the perfons, offering 
had firft drank themfelves, as a proof that the liquoi^ 
was not poifoned, a report having prevailed to that 
f /Tefl ; and which was produ6iive of this good confe-. 
quence, that it prevented rapid intoxication, and of 
courfe, in the beginning, lamentable exceffes.. 

The infurgents having now got complete pofleffion of 
the town of Wexford, many perfons who had beea 
yeomen, after having thiown off" their uniforms, 
affefted a cordiaV welcome for them, and endeavoured, 
by an exhibition of all the iigns and emblems of the 
united Iriihmen, to convince them of their /worn 
friendlhip ; and it is indeed not a little remarkable, 
that many of ihofe who, in this change of affairs, 
boldly marched out, as occaHon demanded, to meet 
the king's forces, now difplay themfelves as (launclv 
Orangemen of unimpeachable loyalty. Alraoft every 
pcrfon in the town threw open theirdoors with offers 
of refieflimcnt and accommodation to the infurgents ^ 
and the few, who did not, fuffcrcd by plunder, 
their fubftance being confidered as enemy's pro- 
perly. Some of all defcriptions indeed fuffcred in 
their property by plunder^ on deferting their houfes 
and leaving none to protect or take care of them, 
TIjc houfe.of captain Boyd was a Angular exception. 

It 
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It Wis, though* not dcfertfd, pillaged, and exhibited 
. marks bf the hatred and vengeance of the people. 

As iht ftation of the infurgerits' camp on the Three-^ 
rocks, on the eaftein end of the mountain of Forth, 
onlv three miles from Wexford, commanded a full 
-view of the conflagrations and other excefles com- 
mitted by the military, it required the utmoft cxertioa 
and prudential efforts of their chiefs, and of others in 
whom they placed any confidence, to prevent them 
from rufhing into the town and taking inconfiderate 
vengeance, being utterly ignoradt of its abandonment 
by the troops, and unacquainted with the fa£t of its 
being poflcflcd by a different party. They entered the 
^ town however, in tolerable temper, but all modera- 
tion was baniflied upon difcovering that the arms and 
ammunition had not been furrendered* fo that it was 
with the utmoft difficulty the town was preferved from 
being fet on fire and confumed ; the inhabitHnts being 
charged with treafon for not infifting on and feeing 
this article executed. After various fcenes of difordcr, 
hurry and confufion, naturally attendant on fuch occa« 
fions, parties were difpatched in boats to bring on Oiore 
all the men, arms and ammunition they could find ia 
the fhips, and other vefTels in the harbour, which in 
the morning had fallen down towards the bar, neither 
wind or tide being favourable ; two only out of the 
whole had actually failed for Wales. By thefe meanSf 
all the men, as well yeomen as other inhabitants, 
were direflly brought on Ihore in the evening, and the 
veffels with the women and children immediately fol- 
lowed to the quay. 

Amidft this fcene of tumult and confufion, not eafiljr 
conceivable to any cne who has not witneiTed popular 

Q^ €«iomotion» 
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commotion, while all wifhed to accommodate thcia- 
felves as much as poffible to the exigency of the mo-^- 
ment, and to appear the friends of their newly deno- 
minated conquerors, it was ludicrous to obferve a" 
gorgeous military uniform, clandeftinely changed foi* 
loathfome, tattered rags, with more addrefs and expe- 
dition, than adlors on the dramatic Aage aflfume dif- 
ferent drefles and appearances. 

Among fhofe brought on (h ore from the fhips, wad 
lilr. John Boyd, brother to captain James Boyd of the 
Wexford cavalry. He was immediately ret:ognifed> 
and he and his family being obnoxious to the people* 
he ran off on landing, was chafed, overtaken, piked 
and left for dead, but he lived in excruciating agony^ 
until the next morning, when he expired. I had been 
brought out of one of the Ihips ^yfelf, and, on land- 
ing, was proceeding through the general confufion, 
when arriving near rhe bull-ring, a man of the 
name of George Sparrow, a butcher from Ennif- 
corthy, chafed by the people through the ftrcets, 
ran up to me and clafped me round the body, 
imploring proteflion-^befecching I might fave him. 
I inftantly endeavoured as much as in my* power to 
give him fuccour, and to defend him by extending my- 
arms and body over him, while fwords and pikes were 
pointed and brandifhed for his deftruflion ; but my 
endeavours proving inefFe61ual, and rather dangerous 
to myfclf, and the unfortunate man perceiving I could 
i)ot afford the proteflion I intended, butft from me, 
and while I lay proftrate in the ftreet, occafioned by 
his effort to get off, he had not ran many yards when 
he was deprived of cxiftence. Some ladies who were 
fo' fituated at the inftant, as to be fpeflators of the* 
fcene, have fince affured me, they thought I had been 
alfo kUlcd at that moment; and confidering the 

dreadfuls 
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dreadful clrcvmftancfs, I think it moft providential, 
that when thrown down, I was not regarded as the 
dcYoted victim by the infuriate populace. To defcribe 
my feelings on this occatioH) would be utterly impof- 
fiWe. Uilicred into the town againd my will, to wit^ 
.nefe, in the firft onfet, fuch a fpecimen of popular 
vengeance> and naturally imagining that ads of the 
Jike violeBce were perpetrating in every quarter of 
the town, I could have buc little expevSlarionof cfcape; 
particularly when the dreadful denunciation refounded 
in my ears, that the people would put every one to 
death who would daie to decline joining them; and 
indeeJ, in confequence of this menacing cry, many 
gent'emen who boaft of loyal a&s, the very contrary 
of truth,) I have obfervedto hav^ gone farther on the 
oppo(ite fide, than could be confidered, either fince or 
^fore, confident with their honour or their fafety. 

■The.town of Wexford was not only moft fKamefully 
abandoned, but even furrendered, to all intents and 
purpofes, when it might Jiave been eafily defended, 
although no one will now acknowledge having been 
jDoncerned in fo fcandalous a tranfa<9ion ; and not wit h- 
fianding that the very per Tons who ought to have been 
its moft ftrenuous proteiSlors, from their fituation and 
circumflances, were not only the firft to yield it aod 
fly fo clandeftinely, as to pot it utterly out of the 
power of all others befides themfelve* to retreat ; but 
left even their oMn wives and families to the mercy of 
mn.irriiated and ungovernable multitude. In any other 
country, fuch a manifeft dereliflion of duty would be 
puniftied in the moft exemplary manner, the lives of 
fuch craven deferters would be forfeited for the roife- 
rics they occafioned ; but in ill-fated Ireland, a difplay 
of unprincipled enmity and illiberal animofity to the 
Gt Z great 
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great bulk of Us people, conftitutes loyalty and defert 
fufficient to wipe away the blame of inifcondu£l, and 
even to obliterate the indelible ftigma of cowardice. 
The conduftof the inhabitants of Wexford, in accom- 
modating thetnfelvcs Jo the circumftaoces of the mo- 
ment, after their abandonment, m6ft be confidered as 
totally blamelefs; particularly of fuch as fubfequently 
took the carlieft opportunity of returning to their 
jillegiance. Of all laws, that of felf-prefervation is 
acknowledged the moft imperious, and to attain th'is in 
times of civil commotion, compliance with the exigen- 
cies of the inftant is indifpenfable, and warranted by 
the ivrefiftible force of neceffity ; for othcrwifc, as all 
moral writers agree, |here would be an end of jufticc 
and civilization. Allowances have certainly been 
made for numbers, whofe condu£^, in an abftra£led point 
of view, was evidently treafonable, but perfeflly excu- 
fable, confidering the fituation in .which they were 
placed, by the fundamental laws of all nations of re- 
gulated fociety. But why an exculpation (hould hold 
' good for fome individuals; and no( for all thofe in a 
iimilar predicament, is a paradox not happily explained 
by arguments derived from the fources of bigotry and 
religious prejudice. With cordial fatisfadion I ac- 
knowledge it perfedly juft, that proteftants Lave been 
generally exculpated of treafon, on the ground of the 
nrgency of circumftances, but why catholics (hould 
be excluded from the like charitable confideration, will 
not be fairly or eafily anfwered' by thofe who would 
fain exhibit the unfortunate conteft of this period, a 
war of religion, which, upon the whole, had but very 
little to do in it, till forced into a£tion by the upholders 
of prejudice. 

Thofe 
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Thofc of the miJitary who firft retreated from Wex- 
ford, were part of the North Cork regiment, com- 
inanded by captain Snowe, and the Scarawalfli infantry 
under captain Cornock. Thefe, in their flight, met 
Mr. Colclough with his lady in a phaeton, coming to 
releafe Mr. Harvey, by taking his place in the gaol, 
according to his promife the preceding evening. On 
falling in with the troops, Mr. and Mrs. Colclough 
were ordered to wheel about, and led along, while 
fwords drawn and piftols cocked, threatened their 
lives on either fide, if the people fliould attempt to 
attack the military. Mr. Colclough was frequently 
ordered to (land up and wave his hat to feveral 
grdupes, who were fcen collefled on the rifing 
grounds, led by curiofity, fiom the difturbed flatc of 
tlic country, to obferve what was going forward. 
Thefe fignals were for the people not to approach, 
with which they complied, and fo the parlies got fafe 
to the Scar at Banys town, where Mr. Colclough 
and his lady were dKVnifled without further violence. 
The next divifion of the military, who made their ap- 
pearance at the Scar, were part of the Wexford cavalry 
under captain Boyd, who had himfelf, it feems, at firft 
attempted to get off by fea, but notwithftanding that 
he moft. pathetically entreated a friend of his, who had 
juft put off in a boat only a few yards from the quay, 
to return and take him on board, yet fo ftrongly did 
the motive of felf-prefervation operate upon the perfon, 
that he refufed to comply. The captain then feiied 
upon his horfe, which he had before turned loofe> 
mounted dircSly, and overtook colonel Maxwell on 
the road, with whom however he did not continue ; 
but drove foi-ward with all fpeed, till he arrived at Mr. 
King's of Barrys-town. After getting fomc refrefti- 
mcnt here, he and fomc favourites of bis corps* cm- 
barked 
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barked on board a boat> the tide being too high to pa& 
otherwifc, and fo proceeded in fafcty to Duncannon* 
fort. Mr. Colclough met feveral of thefe flying gen- 
try at Barryftown, and the imprcffion of their fears waj» 
fuch, that they all declared tliai a revolution mod in- 
evitably fucceed in the nation^ for that as the rifing was 
general) (fo they the^ fuppofed it to be) nothing could 
"withftand the people. — They evtn congratulated Mr. 
Colclough on the happinefsof not being obliged to quit 
his country^ as he had taken no a£liye part againfl the 
people^ and as his recent confinement^ on fufpicion of 
being their friend, was greatly in his favo^ir. They 
next pathetically, many of them in fobs and tears, la- 
mented the unfortunate necedity under which they lay 
of quitting their native land, as they feared the people 
•would confider their former exertions fo inimical to 
their interefls, as to render it unsafe for them to remaici 
in the couiitiy ; and after this they took a cordial leave 
of Mr. Colclough. Theefcape of Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob was moft wonderful, as n^hen he had gone out 
with the troops that advanced towards the Three-rocks, 
before any others had thoughts of retreating, he got off 
tinder the mountain, and by keeping bye-xoads, he mo^ 
providentially arrived in Rofs, where conlidering the 
ftatc of the country he did not flop, but haftened to 
Waterford, and was finally induced to fail for England. 

Had the rctreaters the prefence of mind to, wait at the 
Scar until the tide fhould liave fallen, they would have 
been able to iiave proceeded with much greater eafc 
than they did to Duncannon-fort. Their halting there 
vouk) probably have enabled many of the ftragglers, 
-( numbers of whom were cut off) to come up with ^hem, 
audit would ha^e taken much Icfs time than it did by 
the circuitous route which they adopted ;. but their pa- 
nic 
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tiic and trepidation were fuch, that they believed the 
infurgents were at their hecls> which brought them into 
great hardftiips> during a confufed and precipitate 
Aight> continued even through the night> which occa- 
lioned many to lag behind> who thereby became devoted 
•^iflims of deftruBion; the caufe of which we fhall 
prcfently have occafion to mention. The laft cf the 
military that left Wexford were the Donegal militia, 
commanded by colonel MaxwelU accompanied by co- 
lonel Colvillc, captain Younge> and lieutenant S(¥^en# 
of the r3th foot; the remaining part of the North 
Cork regiment> headed by colonel Foote> the Shilma- 
Iier yeomen infantry, under the right hon. George Ogle, 
and the Ennifcorthy infantry under captain Pounden, 
wth fome of the Wexford infantry, fome of the Wex- 
ford, Shflmalier, and Ennifcorthy cavalry ; and the 
xere was brought up by the Healthfield cavalry, under 
captain John Grogan, who covered the retreat. Thefe 
were followed and overtaken by captain Boyd, and a 
few of his troop, who puflied forward tilHhey catne up 
\rith the van of the retreaters as before related. 

Great numbers of people, from motives of curiofity, 
arfTembled in different groupes to view the military in' 
Iheir paffage through the country, not imagining that 
they (Tiould be any moremolefted than they had been 
by the firft parties who pa (Ted them quietly by; and 
hscd any general orders to this effeil been iffued to the 
retreating troops, it is probable they would have been at- 
tended to and produftive of good efFe6t ; but although 
colonel Colville did all in his power to prevent the fol- 
diery from firing on the people, yet his humane and 
xvife remonftrances were not fuccefsful. The firft vic- 
tims of military fury, however, on the reti'eat, were 
two men found, with arms^ in a houfc in Wexford, near 

where 
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\«rherc the Shilmalicr y^comcix infantry* commanded bf 
the light hoD, George Ogle* had been Rationed in th^ 
town, Thefc upoci the evaciiatioiri were brought awa/ 
by the corps and (hot at J^aglafs* where the foldiersi 
giving a loofe to their rage> purfued the unofFending 
populace> and fhot numbers of theili> who endeavoured 
to conceal thcmfelves in the ditches which were well 
fearched for their difcovery. The rbmin catholic 
chapel of Maglafs was fet on fire, as wert a great many 
other houfes in the courfe of their march> while others 
were plundered ; and not a countryman that was feea 
and overtaken^ could efcape being facri (iced to military' 
vengeance : nay, not unfrequently did neither feminindf 
wcaknefs nor helplcfs infancy afford protefliion, as they 
obtained, in feveral in(lances> no mercy from the indif- 
cuminatefury of the retreating troops, who immolated 
fome of the women and children of the affrighted pea* 
fantry, as they fell in their way. Thefe afls of unpro- 
voked, cold- blooded, and unmanly cruelty, were avenge 
ed on the poor flraggleis, ^ho were, by any cafualty^ 
feparated from the retreating body, as the exafperateil 
country people, goaded as they had been, coniidered 
• every perfon in a military garb as a fanguinary and re- 
lejitlefs enemy. Several foldiers who had been followed 
by their wives and children, were induced to (lay behind 
to afford them affidance on fo didreffing a march» 
which coft many of them their lives; but none of the 
women or children was intentionally hurt by the people r 
even fome children who were abandoned by, or loft their 
parcntsonthisocca(ion,areflilhcmainingin thecountry, 
cheri{hedand protefled by the inhabitants. Thetideftill 
continuing too high, at the Scar, for even the rere of the 
•retreating troops to pafs, they took thelikecircuitousroute 
with the reft, and arrived at Duncannon-forton themorn- 
ingofthe 31ft of May; worn out withhardlhip and fatigue, 

haying 
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having lofl many of their men, and in the uttnoft con* 
fufion anddiforder. 

On the night of the 30th, the town of Wexford, con-^ 
lidering all that had happened, was remarkably quiet, 
all finding repofe neceifary, after their various hard- 
fliips. In the evening vaft numbers went to vifit their 
fcveral dwellings in the.country, to be informed of the 
condition of their families and properties ; but very early 
on the morning of the 31ft, the ftrcets were as crf>wded 
a» before, and the confufion and plunder of the day pre- 
ceding now recommenced. The people were much 
difcontented with the inhabitants for not detaining for 
their ufc, the arms and ammunition of the gar lu n ; as 
the entire of their military ftores at this time amounted 
to no more than three barrels of gunpowder found in 
the barracks, a few hundred of cartridges, with fome 
odd cafks and pounds of powder found in fliops and 
gentlemens' houfes. Their difcontent foon proceeded 
to threats againft different individuals, and amongft the 
reft againft Mr. Fitz-Gerald, who had gone home the 
night before, and was not as yet returned. He was at 
once accufed of having betrayed the people, vengeance 
was vowed againft him and he was threatened with in- 
flant death. On his appearance foon after j however* 
the ferment fubfided as inftantaneoufly and unaccounta- 
bly as it had at firft originated. The principal inhabi- 
tants of Wexford very naturally wiflied to get rid of 
thefc troublefome intruders, and to effeil this defirable 
obje6l fuch of the better fort as Jiad any influence with 
the multitude lent their cordial afliftance; and they at 
length fuccteded. The infurgents were induced to 
move out of the town and encamp on the Windmill- 
Jiills, where after much confufcd confultation fhey'di- 
f ided into two bodies, one of which, confifting of thofe 
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who inhabited the Wexforo-fide of the Slancy, marclicd 
toTaghmon. As in fuch a mixed multitude there mufl 
be many of all difpofitions, it is not wonderful thar 
there were fome who would incite to andpracStife outrage. 
Some of this defcription of perfons hunted for orange- 
men, whom they denominated their enemies; while 
others, imitating the conduft of the military on the 
day before, but in a far lefe degree, plundered private 
property, burnt the houfes of four refpeflable farmers, 
and put one man to death on their way to Taghmon, 
outfidc of which town they encamped for that night. 
The other divifion of the infurgents, confiding of the 
inhabitants of that part of the county north of the Sla- 
vey, directed their march towards Gorey, and in the 
courfe of their progrefs, burned the houfes of fome 
whom they confidered as enemies, plundered others," 
and encamped that night on the hill of Carrigrew. 
The encampment on Vinegar-hill, by the bye, conti- 
nued a permanent one during the whole period of the 
ihfurreflion. 

/iS it is an incontroveitiblc fafl^, that before this pe- 
riod, there were fewer united Irifhmen in the county of 
Wexford, than in any other part of Ireland, and thefe 
few only fworn, as has been already obferved, in a de- 
tached manner, unconneQed by any organization, it is 
amazing to think with what fuccefs the infurrcilion ap^ 
pears to have been attended in its commencement ; — 
that a people thus roufed all of a fudden, without any' 
previous preparation, fljould gain fuch fignal advan- 
tages ; — if further proof were at all neceffary of the 
little progrefs made by the fyftcm of the united IriOi- 
men in the county of Wexford, anterior to the rifing, 
in addition to no return of numbers being even flated- 
to have been made from thence by any leader, that 
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pTpqf would be amply fuppHed by the vaft numbers 
that eagerly came forward, defiling to be fworn, upon 
thefe firft fuccefles: for, in the exifling ftate of the 
country, at this junfture, wfaen mens' minds were to- 
tally unmaflced, and all difguife thrown away, it may 
be fairly implied, that all who might have been pte- 
Tioufly fworn would not fail to come forward and take 
advantage of fuch circumftan^ce, by boafting> in the 
moment of exultation, of prior coQcern in a fyftem^ 
then confidered uhiveifally prevalent through theifland, 
and of the final fuccefs of which the lead doubt was 
not entertained at thixS period : belides, at this crifis it 
is natural to concludcr that had any organization here- 
tofore exifted, the chofen chiefs would be induced to 
declare themfelves and affiirae their ftations, for had 
they concurred in tlieir appointment when they ran 
every rifle of legal puniQiment, before the actual break- 
ing out of the infurreilion, now that it was believed 
•viclorious and univerfal, they muft feel every encou- 
ragement to 2lS, whhout refervc and with their utmoft 
vigour; but the faS was abfolutely otherwife, as moft 
of the leaders, throughout the difturbantesin Wexford, 
afled, in their fcveral ftations, from the irrefiftible* force 
of compulfion andconftraint after it had actually exift- 
ed ; whatever leprefentatlons by furmife or prefumptioa 
may have appeared to the co.ntrary. Another circum- 
ftance of general mifreprci'entation is, that the infur- 
xeflion in the county of Wexford was connefled with 
the diflurbances in other pairs of the nation; while no- 
thing can be moreconiiaiy to truth, as on the arreft of 
the Lcinfter delegates, aflembled at a provincial meet- 
ing in Bridge ftrcet,/*^ Dublin, on the izth of March, 
1798, there was not a delegate or any return of numbei;8 
from the county of Wexford, as evidently appears 
from the report* ci the fecret committees of both 
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boufcs of the Irifli parliament ; and during the whole 
period of its continuance jhis county was befct on all fides 
with tropps, fo as to be completely infulatcd, and there- 
foie no eflftcient intercourfcr could exift between it and 
any other part of Ireland ; for fcarcely any one could, ia 
palling to or from it, efcape deteSion^ fave in a very few 
inftances> in which, whether by connivance or other- 
wife, fome perfons from the adjoining counties pafled 
into it, and fome of the natives out of it, but as neither 
returned to their refpcftive homes during the time fpe- 
cified, fuch inftances cannot cfFe£tually militate againft 
the general pofition here laid down, from incontrover- 
tible fafls, in oppofition to any unqualified^ aflertion 
and groundlefs conje<3ure : in fa6t, as there was no pre- 
concerted plan of infurre<5lion in the county of Wex- 
ford, there was no fimilarity of circumftances or oc* 
cafion between that and the commotion in any other 
part of Irelandj except in the cafual incidents of their 
happening at the fame time, and that perhaps the peo- 
ple of other counties expefled like effefts from their 
own conduit with thofe hoped for by the people of the 
county of Wexford from their own, to refcue themfelves 
from apprehended extermination, which they thought 
could not be effefled otherwife than by the moft de- 
termined refiftance. Thefe fafls arc thus ftated to dif- 
abufe the public, as the direfl contrary, on mere fur- 
mife, has been roundly aflerted, and pretty general!/ 
believed, through exaggerated mifreprefentation. 

Now, that the infurreflion of the CQunty of Wexford 
was at its height, there exifted no kind of fubordination 
or controul ; individuals affumed the privilege of in- 
dulging their own difpofitions, and of gratifying pri- 
vate tnalice. The unruly populace were furious and 
^ungovernable, and many of this dcfcription remained- 
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SaWexford after the great body of the infurgents had re- 
tked from the town : they fcized upon and lodged in the 
gaol many perfons from all parts of the furrounding 
country > who had fled thither for proteflion, and were 
now endeavouring to conceal themfelves in tlie differ- 
ent houfes of their friends, to efcape popular refent- 
nent. Many former piques, however remote or trivial 
they might have been, were avenged in this manner; 
fo that on the 31ft of May the gaol of Wexford became 
abfolutely crowded. On this very day Mr. Harvey, 
who had beenreleafcd from confinement by the people, 
as foon as they took polTef&on of the town, and was by 
them appointed, whether he would otno, their com- 
mander in chief, had engaged feveral gentlemen, among 
whom there were many apprehenfive of popular vio- 
lence, to an entertainment at his formerlodgings, which 
he had then refumed ; and all thefe he-naturally fup- 
pofed under efFecftual prote6iion with him, from the na- 
ture of his appointment, againft all popular outrage;-^ 
but he foon had lamentable proof how groundlefs were 
his fond expeflations. In the evening foon after dinner, 
agreat mob of country people affcmbled in the ftieet be- 
fore the houfe, fome of whom knocked violently at the 
door, and infilled that Mr. Turner, whom they knew 
to be within,* fliould be delivered up to them, to be fut 
to deathy for having burned fome of their houfes. I was 
one of thofe invited by Mr. Harvey, and, as Mr. Tur- 
ner was a mod particular friend of mine, I inftantly vrent 
out, and was, as I fondly imagined, fo far fuccefsful as 
10 prevail on the populace to retire; but to my great 
mortification they returned fhoitly after, and infiftej 
with redoubled violence, on Mr. Turner's being 
brought out to them. Mr. Fitz-Gerald who had now 
come to my affiftance, and myfelf, urged every argument 
that fricn'dlhip could fuggcfl, to dilTuadc them from their 

dieadful 



Digitized by 



Googk 



ii6 ij^suRRECTiorc or the 

dreadful purpofe, and Mr. Harvey alfo interpofed for the 
farae intent^ by which means the multitude was once 
moie induced to retire. It was but for a (hort time how- 
ever, as they quickly came back to the houfe with 
more violence and fury than before; a {hot was now 
fired at the door, as the iirft notice of their approach, 
and they reiterated their demand with the loudeft and 
moft defperate vociferations. Some of the gentlemen* 
who on that day dinTed with Mr. Harvey, now came 
out, and all their united entreaties and remondrances 
could obtain from the enraged multitude was« that Mr. 
Turner might be lodged in the gaol to abide his triaU 
but the demarjo'^nes denounced that if he was not fcnt 
thilher direflly, Mr. Fitz (herald and Mr. Hay (mean- 
ing m)felf>) mud fo»feit their lives. This roufed the 
friendly feelings of Mr. Turner, who had overheard 
all that pafTed, and he accordingly requefted he might 
be brought to gaol, as the only place of fafety in his 
orpinion, M'hcn neither the houfe nor the interference of 
his friends or the chief commander could enfure him 
protedlion; as could not indeed the houfe of any one, 
at this perturl^ed period, asthofe of the greateft abet- 
tors and reputed favourites and fupporters of the 
people, M^erc fearched and violated by forcibly taking 

out of them numbers of people denominated enemies. ' 

ft 

Thefe outrages determined many to furrrendcr them- 
feWes, in order to be fent to gaol, in hopes of greater 
Security, as wdl as it induced others to remain in con- 
finement, from fimilar expe^Hncy of proteflion fromt 
the refentment of their neighbours. From confidera- 
tions of this nature, Mr. Harvey, condrained as he 
vas to condu£l Mr. Turner to the gaol, wlcafed from 
ihejQce every other pcrfon not violently accufed, and 
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iht number was confi.lerable whom he thought to 
be obnoxious to, but by thefe means fecure fiom tlie 
intemperate vengeance of the people. During the 
firft days of the infiirreflion, indeed any perfon of 
previous popular character, could releafe a friend from 
confinement, but fuch interfercnee foon became fo dif- 
pleafing to the people, that moft of thole who had 
been thus liberated were again Te-commltted, and 
deftruflion threatened to any one that would prefume 
again to enlarge them ; which prevented numbers from 
interpoiing their good offices in favour of fuch of 
their friends as had, in any manner, incurred popular 
odium. Private malice was on thefe occalions but too . 
frequently exerted, and any accufation was fufncient to 
caufe any perfon to be fcnt to gaol ; which however 
was eftecmed by many the fafcft afylum, as it was ex- 
pcfled, that when popular fury fhould have abated, 
the perfons confined might be permitted to return 
quietly to their homes. The only efTeclual mode of 
procuring liberation from prifon, however, at this 
i)eriod, was to procure a certificate in favour of the 
J)Tifoncr from the neighbourhood in which he lived> 
and in this M^ay many were fet at liberty, who, to fe- 
cure themfelves againft future crimination, generally 
joined the infurgents. A^ to the poM'cr^of popu- 
larity, at all limes precarious, fo difficult of attain- 
tnent, and fo eafily loft ; and which no truly Mifc mm 
ever made the fcope of his actions, or final object of 
purfuit, it could effeft little in fuch troublefome and 
turbulent times as thofe we are treating of, when an 
infurreflion prevailed, excited by oppreiCon, and in 
which there exifted no regular plan of operation or 
fyftem of afiion ; while the minds of the ungovern- 
lible multitude were fore and defperatc from recent 
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irntatfon. Amidft fuch a dreadful public ferment, pofj 
pnlarity* to a liberal mind, proves a mod tyrannical 
fubiagation, as it encumbers the pofieffbr with the op- 
pTolTive weight of mobbifh applaufe, while it confei-^ 
not on him the power of relieving a fufFering friend y 
who may have att rafted, inadvertently or otherwife, 
the deadly refentment of an unbridled populace; and, 
what is ftill more afflicling to generous feelings, the 
devoted vi(?im of the moment perhaps imagines thtf 
popular friend all-powerful for his prefcrvarion, while 
it is melancholy to rcflefl: that, on fuch occafions, it is 
in the power of a villain to coufiterafl the benevolent 
indentions dnd humane difpofition of the higheft rc- 
fpcflability, intelligence and virtue 1 

After the infurgents, as has been related, moved off 
in two fcparate di^ifions from Wexford, there flill re- 
mained feveral of their number in the town, who 
affumed the office of fupplying the camps with necef- 
faries, and this, by their own authority, they declared 
muft be done from Wexford. Thefe felf-created torn- 
milfaries, havirtjE; put all neceflTaries Accordingly in re. 
ciuiiltioh, began to fearch all the houfes, and in the 
courfe of fuch furvey, plundered them of every article 
they thought proper, alTerting ifjat all they took away 
was for the general fcrvice. Great abufes wereconfe- 
quently rnmmitted in this arbitrary mode of levying 
contributions, and fo great a Wafte of property, parti- 
cularly of provifions, was made, that the town and its 
; neighbourhood were threatened with a famine. The 
people of Wexford therefore defirous to get rid of 
thefe troublefome marauders, and to have fome regula- 
tions adopted for the prevention of plunder, appointed 
twelve of the principal inhabitants as a committee, to 
regulate the diflribution of protifions, as well as of all 
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Other Dcceflaries in requidtion ; and the generous in- 
dividuals who undertook this arduous taflc, (it was in- 
deed a Herculean labour,) vwere afluated i>y the mod 
virtuous and difinterefted moti^ves in their exertions to 
protefl general as well as individual property. As 
whiflcey and leather were the articles moft in demand 
in the camps> diftillers and tanners efpecially entreated 
the committee to iffue regular orders for the fuppliea 
fr(^m their ftores, to prevent as much as poflible th^ 
total deftruflion of their fubftance and concerns; 
adding, that they were 'very willing to give up their 
whole flock for the general fcrvicc ; yet ftrangc as it 
may appear, fome of this dcfcription of pcrfons were 
niofl forward afterward in profecuting thofe very\nen> 
who, by their humane ip^terfercncc, were inflrumental 
in faving their lives and properties; for certainly the 
worft confequences were to be apprehended from the 
indifcriminate plunder, and confequently inordinate 
confumption of fpirituous liquors, by the prevention of 
which and other diforders, through indefatigable exer- 
tions, the committee aflually proved the falvarfon of 
Ac country ; and, what may not appeal' unworthy of 
obfervation, akhough chofen by the inhabitants at 
large from among themfelves, there was but one united 
Irifhman among them, which could not be the cafe* 
had the people been generally fworn. 

Captain Keugh was appointed military commander 
of the town, which was now divided into wards, each 
of which had a company of men, armed with guns 
and pikes as they could procure them, and thefe ap- 
pointed their own officers. There was a regular 
parade morning and evening on the cuftom houfe-quay; 
guards were ftruck oiF and relieved, and a pafs-word 
and counter figri regularly given out. The infurrec- 
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tion had> by this time, become fo general in all parts of 
the county forfaken by the military, that cten the in- 
habitants o# the baronies pf Forth and Bargy, thought 
it incumbent on them to fliew their difpofitibn and to 
appear in Wexford ; — in fbort, every perfon remaining 
in the ^ounty, thought it bed at tbis period to come 
forward and make common caufe with rhe infurgents. 
The inhabitants of the laft mentioned Baronies, how- 
ever, being a race of men of peaceable and induftrious 
habits, and not having experienced the perfecutions 
pradifcd in* other diflrids, were not eafily excited to 
cotnmit thofe ads ^of outrage which took place in - 
other quarters; but they were at lengph terribly alarmed 
and voafcd to refiftahce, by the cruel and mercilefs 
conduA of the military in tl^r flight from Wexford;* 
but even then their determination of vengeance apr- 
j^eared folely direfled againft the body whofc unpro- 
voked fury had afFefled them with injury, Thefe 
people, on their march to Wexford^ halted near Johns- 
tcrwn, the feat of Cornelius <jrogan, efq. for whom a 
party*was difpatched to bring him out and oblige hint 
to join them^ and thus this aged gentleman was cdif^ 
ilrained to accommodate himfelf to th« crazy temper 
of the times, and being placed on horfe-backt 
then ill of the gout, he was condiided Along by the 
multitude, confifting of feveral thoufands on foot, and 
many hundreds of horfemen. On tbeir entrance into' 
the town, and defiling through the ftreets, not many 
pikes could be feen, but vaft numbers wereequipt with, 
fpits^ P'tch- forks, and fuch like ofFenlive weapons^ 
with which they endeavoured as much as in theii; 
power, to imitate and affume the appearance of pike- 
men ; and after having ftiouted and paraded for fome 
time through the ftreets, they retired peaceably to 
rkgir homes, without committing* further outrages 
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All the forges both in tow^ and country were inflantl^ 
es^loyed in the fabri^atidn' of pilie-b)^^^? ^ttd timber 
ef every dcfcription * fi^* for* handles /U:as'^TOcured for 
that purpofe wherever -to be f^tfnd / fojthat ia a t^vy 
fliort time> no perfon cbuid be feen> (fo g^ernl was 
the principle or affeflatjon of arming,) withofitay^i^Bi;^ 
like weapon of fome kind> a green cockade^ aiat- 
band> fa(b> or other ornament of that colour. Fout* 
oyfter- boats were fitted out in the harbour, and 
manned with. five and, twe(ity. men each, to cruife out- 
fide the ba^r ; and thefc.'froih time to.tiDA^> brought in 
^everal veflels, Ojiodly .bounij for Dublin, lad^ui with 
oats, potatoes, ^d,cKi]^)?|it ^{hec -kiQ^^.of provi- 
^ons; which becaipe very, feafoQableXufpp]tes,fc)r> the 
lown', that muft other^^e hayye fuffered gt^eat-«^y9IV^rs> 
as the marltets were defertcd by the country people** 
Three old pieces of cannoli were brought down and 
mounted on the fort of Roflare, fituare at the en- 
tcaace of the harbour, to prevent any flobps of war 
from pailing, fuch armefl veflels only being capable of 
entering the harbour of Wexford; and four old Poops 
'^were ready to be fcuttled and funk in tne channel, to 
prevent any ftch ar-med veffel, in the event of herpaff- 
iog the fort, from approaching the town« 
-J 

Money^feemfd to have vaniflied during the infur- 
re^^ion, as no perfon was willing to admit being pof- 
feffed of any currency exclufiVe of bank- notes, which 
were held in fuch little eftimation, that great quantities 
of them wereinconfiderately deftroyed; fome in lighting 
tobacco pipes, and others ufed as waddings for fire- 
locks ; but whatever little provisions appeared at 
market, fold very cheaply for ready money ; for in- 
ilance, butter fold by the pound for two pence, and 
butchers* meat, of any kind, for one penny. As to 
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bank-notes^ any one might ftarve who had no other 
means of procuring the prime neceffaries, for whicht 
when offered for fale, nothing but fpecie would be ac- 
cepted as payment. Every endeavour was made to 
have the markets well fupplied and attended-; but even 
at the cheap rate juft ftated, there were fcarcely any 
purchafers ; fo unwilling did every one appear to ac- 
knowledge the pofleflion of money ; but it muft be 
mentioned, that indeed the ncceflity of purchafing at 
market was in a great meafure fuperfeded ; for among 
the various duties of the committee one was that of 
fupplying every perfon in town with provifions. On 
application to them every houfe -vras furnifhed with 
a ticket fpecifying the number of inhabitants? and 
all perfons, even the wives and families of thofe confi- 
*deVed the greateft^ enemies of the people, were indifcri* 
roinately included ; and every perfon fent with a ticket 
to the public (lores appointed for that purpofe, received 
a proportionate quantity of meat, potatoes, and other 
neceflaries free of any expencc. The bread in general 
was bad, as no good flour could be obtained. 

In the country the people formed themfclves gene- 
rally into parifh divifions, and each divifion cleSed its 
own oflBcers. All perfons capable of carrying arms were 
to attend the camps, on being furnifhed with pikes or 
guns, as either could be beft procured; fome on foot 
and others on hoifeback, as they could beft accommo- 
date themrdves. Moft perfons were defirous to wear 
ornaments of fome kind or other, and accordingly de- 
corated themfelves in the moft fantaftical manner with 
feathers, tipprts, handkerchiefs, and all the fbewy parts 
of ladies' apparel: green was the moft favourite and 
predominant colour, but on failure of this, decorations 
of almoft any other colour were fubftituted ; and as to 
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their flags or enfignsy they were alfo generally green 
or of a greenifli hue> but on account of a deficiency in 
this refpeclj they difplayed banners of all colours 
except orange> to which the people fhewed the mod un- 
alterable diflike, averfion and antipathy: — even blue, 
blacky red and yellow, were remarked among their 
banners. Many damfels made an offering of their co- 
loured petticoats for the public fervice, and to make 
thefe gifts the more acceptable, they ufually decorated 
them according to their different fancies, and from the 
variety thus exhibited, there appeared not two fimilar 
banners in the whole. Several loyal ladies too, both 
in town and country, 'difplayed their tafte in richly and 
fancifully ornamenting enfigns, to ingratiate themfelves 
with the people ; but many of them, not having time 
to perfefl their chef d^oeuvres before, the infurreflion 
was fupprefled, have (ince thought it prudent, I fuppofe, 
\o deftroy thefe and the like fpecimens of elegant 
accomplifhment, at which I had opportunities of obferv- 
ing them earneftly epnployed, during the fhort-lived 
yeriod of popular triumph. But now ye muft return 
to events which occurred in other parts of the 
country. 

After the battle of Oulard which was fought on 
the 27th of May, as already detailed, the yeomanry 
diftinguiilied themfelves in the northern part of the 
county by falling on the defencelefs and unoffend- 
ing populace, of whom they flew fome hundreds^ 
It being Whiifunday, the people were, as ufual, go- 
ing to their chapels to attend divine fervice, when 
many of them were led by curiofity, which is 
generally excited by the report of fire-arms, to afcend > 

different eminences, from which the dreadful and horrid 
fcenes of devaflation by fire and fword,. prevailing 
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thro' (he country round, as far as the eye could readi^ 
was prefented to their aftonifhed and aiTrighted view ; 
and as the different groupes thus colle£)ed were per- 
ceived by the yeomanry> thefe purfued and cut theni 
down. The mod inoffeniive were mod likely to fuSer 
by this mode of quieting difturbahces, becaufe, confci- 
ous of their innocence, they made no e^on to avoid 
the fudden fate Mhich they had nq reafon to appre- 
hend. Even many who remained within their houfes 
did not fare better than their more curious or lefs fear- 
ful neighbotirs, as numbers of them were called out 
and {hot at their own doors : nay> fome infirm and de- 
crepit old n^n were plunged into eternity by thefe va- 
lourous guardians and preferversof the public peace*! — 
On every occalion, however, t|^y were not iocxorablc 
to the piteous petitions for life, as a fum of money pro- 
perly offered and timely prefented faved fome> who, 
after the infurredion was cfuelled, came forwan} 
with their complaints ; and among others who were 
obliged todifgorge thefe bloody lanfoms, Mr. Huntec 
Go wan, a magiftrate and captain of a yeoinanry corpst 
on a complaint made to Mr.Beaumao fen. of Hyde-park 
(from whoni I had* this account) was obliged to refund 
the money. Thefe people on furrendering their pikes 
and other ofFeniive weapon^ and arms, fondly imagined 
that they had fecured themfelves proteflion, aud^werc 
therefore not at all apprehenfive of attack, but they 
toon found themfelves miferably miftaken. Had their 
intentions been for Tiolence, they would naturally have 
aflembled in a large body on fome commanding hill, as 
the other infurgents did, where they would have ap- 
peared formidable; fo that their having colle£ied into 
numberlefs fmall groupes is certainly to be deemed ra- 
ther theeffed of cuiiofity than the cfibrt of infurrec- 
tion. 
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fcrcat numbers pf people, taking their ramilies and 
fuch of their efied^s as they coald conveniently trtnf- 
port thither along with them, fled for refuge into Co- 
rey, where a general panic however prevailed, altho* 
befides the yeomanry of the town, a party of the North 
Cork Militia, underithe command of lieutenant Swayne» 
together with the Ballaghkeeft, Coolgreny, Arklow, 
Northfhire, and Coolatin corps of yeomen cavalry ; the 
Tinnahely and Wingfield corpse of yeomen infantry ; 
and a company of the Antrim militia*, commanded hf 
lieutenant Elliot^ were (lationed there 5 but notwith- 
ftaading, on a rumour that the infurgents were ap« 
proaching, it was determined to abandon the town* 
and proceed to Arklow ; but previous to its evacuation* 
eleven men taken out of their beds, within a mile's dif- 
tance, were brought in and fhot in the ftreets, where 
they were left for dead ; but fix of them recovered. 
By order of Mr. White, however, upwards of one hun- 
dred prifoners were releafed from the gaol and market- 
boufe, and many of them received protections, whicfi 
they placed in their hats, in order to exhibit as confpi- 
cuoufly as poffible; but this precaution did not prevent 
fome being fbot by other yeomen, whom they fell in 
with on their way home ! The order for evacuation being 
announced at five o'clock in the morning of the 28th> 
a diftreffing fcene of trepidation and confufion enfued. 
Affrighted crowds of people might be feen running in 
all diredions, preparing for flight ; while fuch as could 
were harnefling their horfes and placing their familiea 
6n cars, with the utmoft precipitation, ail endeavouring 
to efcape from, the town as fpeedily as poflible. The 
road was foon thronged to a great extent with a tram 
of cars, which were loaded with women and chil- 
dren, accompanied by a vaft multitude on foot, 
among whom were many women with their children on 
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their back ; and from the continued heat anAdrought 
of the weather, theduft excited by this crowded procef- 
fion diftrefsfuUy obftimSlcd refpiration. 

By this abandonment of Gorey the whole of the fur- 
rounding; country was left enti rely ^xpofed, and yet the 
infurgents did not at all> at this time, approach the 
lown, but remained in their encampment on the hill of 
Carrigrew; nor did the inhabitants of this quarter 
then rife or join* in theinfurreclion ; but ftri6lly obfcrv- 
cd on their part the promifes they had made to the ma» 
giftrates on furrendering their arms ; and yet it is a 
jiotorious fafl, that there were more united Irifhmen la 
this than in any other part of the county of Wexford, 
and that it even comprehended the diftrift of fixteciv 
pariflics already dated to Jiave oeen proclaimed in Nov. 
1797. — While Gorey was thus abandoned by the mili- 
tary, and by fuch as were allowed or for whom it would 
be fafe to accompany them, it was filled with the proper- 
ty and effefls of the fugitives, yet 00 plunder was com- 
mitted, and no difturbance took-place, fo that bn their 
return they found all belonging to them in perfcft fecu- 
rity, having been prote<3ed by thofe that remained in 
the town The only inftance of fpoliatioiv fuppofed 
to have taken place on this occalion is, that a 
yeoman got fome money belonging to Mr. William 
Sparrow, by whofe defire he cam^ for it on the 30th> 
and which the owner never received. A party of yeo- 
men returned on the 29th, and brought away provifi- 
ons, but as thefe were gallopping into the town, one 
of the flioes of ayeoman*s horfe ftruck fire againft the 
pavement ; haply on the very fpot where a quantity of 
gun powder had remained, after a fmall cafk of that 
dangerous combuftible which, previous to the flights 
had fallen from a car into the ftrcct and wasburft. An 
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explofion inftantly enfued, by which the horfe and 
horfeman were blown up> and narrowly efcaped with 
life : the horfe's hair was defperately finged> and the 
yeoman himfelf was terribly fcorched* On the 3ift> 
the military returned to Gorey. On which, although 
left utterly defencelefs fince the morning of the 28th> 
not the fmalleft attempt was made by the infurgents> 
to talce pofleffion, and on the difpofition to peace and or- 
der manifefted by the ifihabitants, who remained in the 
town after the abandonment, their laudable conduct ia 
the beft comment. Different parties of yeomen went out 
from the town, ranfacked the houfes through the coun- 
try, brought away as much as they could carry, driving 
off numbers of cattle, fome belonging to lord Mount- 
norrb, and put them into Mr. Ram*s demefne. Indeed^ 
they were not very exa6l. or fcrupulous as to individual 
property, for they brought off all the cattle they could 
colleft in the country, and took up bacon, cheefe, but- 
ter, and provifiops of all kinds wherever they found 
them ; and to crown all they took a great number of 
men prifoners to fupply the place of thofe that were 
liberated in the commencement of the flight ; fo (hat 
this muft be acknowledged, if not valorous, at leaft 
very a£live fervice. 

On the morning of the ift of June, an independent, 
or felf-conftituted body of infurgents, unknown to any 
of the three general encampments of Vinegar-hill, 
Taghmon, and Carrigrew, proceeded on a fecret expe- 
dition to Newtown-barry (anciently called Bunclody^ 
garrifoned by the King's county militia, commanded by 
coL Leftrange, and the corps of yeomen cavalry and in- 
fantry belonging to the place. Thefe infurgents having 
divided into two parties, made their attack on both fides 
of the Slaney, on the weftern bank whereof lies the 
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towrtf and of this they weie foon left in poTeffioii 
by the retreat o^ the tnilitary ; but they inftantly 
proceeded to plunder, particularly whiilcey, of which 
they drank yery freely, and being thus regardlefs of 
(lie advantage they obtained, they afforded the rnili* 
tiry, whom they did not attempt to purfue, time to rally 
and return upon them while in this diforderly (late, (<> 
as to oblige them to fly with fome lofs and precipitation. 

On this day alfo, a party of infurgents from Vinegar- 
bill, proceeded to join thofe encamped at Carrigrew^' 
whofe numbers were greatly leffencd by defertions for 
home. They were now however muflrcring pretty 
iirongly all over the country, intending to aflemble* 
tlieir coUeftive force on the bill of Ballymenane; but 
while moving forward in a- detached and diforderly 
manner, they were met by a force from Gprey , under^ 
the command of lieutenant £Uiot> confiding of par- 
ries of the Antrim and North Cork militia, above 
fifty yeomen infantry, and three troops of yeom«a 
cavalry. Thefe, by preferving their order, had grea& 
advantage in thisunexpefted rencounter, over the in- 
furgents, who retreated with fome lofs and in diforder^ 
leaving behind a great number of horfes which wer^ 
brought into Gorey, together with the plunder of 
many hotifes, which were burnt after defpoiling ;;: 
among the reft that of. Mr. Kenny^ a tanner and fhop- 
keeper, confidently alTerted to be a loyal mian: hi* 
chara£ter however did not protefl: him, for he was fhoc 
in his own garden, and fo fell a vf£lim to the angry in- 
difcriminating fpirit of the times, like many other inno- 
cent perfons. Thi^ is very ftrongly exemplified by at 
tranfaflion mentioned by the rev. Jlr. Gordon as fol- 
lows. «^ A fmall occurrence after the battle, of 
•* which a foa of mine waa a witncfs* may help to il* 
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« luftratc the ftate of the country at that time:— ^ 
«« Two yeomen coming to* a brake or clump of buihesji 
^' and obferving a fmall motion as if fome perfons 
*« were hiding there, one of them fired into it, and 
*< the fliot was anfwered by a moft piteous and loud 
<«'fcrcech of a child. The other yeoman was then 
*' urged by his companion to fire ; but he being a 
<* gentleman, and lefs ferocious, inftead of firing, 
«« commanded the concealed perfons to appear, when a 
** poor woman and eight children almoft naked, one of 
** whom -was feverely wounded, came trembling from 
«« the brake, where they had fecreted themfelves for 
« fafcty*." Indeed the fettled praflice was tofhoot all 
men that were met; and by this defperatc fyftem, the 
mod innocent and peaceable were generally the mo(^ 
likely to fuffer ; for being unwilling to join the infur- 
gents, the ungenerous fufpicions generally thrown out, 
however unjuftly, a^ainft the catholics, which confti- 
tuted a vaft majority of the people at large, precluded 
the poffibility of their joining the army or yeomen, 
V ho profeflc(i the rankeft and moft inveterate diftruft 
of the people, for any of whom it was extremely un- 
fafe to venture into their prefence on any oCcafioa 
vhatfoever, as numbers had fallen a facrifice to a con- 
fidence in their own peaceable intentions and innocent 
demeanour; and this kind of conduil had finally the 
effei} of determining multitudes to join theinfurgents, 
confidering it, at length, the gnly means of felf-pre- 
fervation. The mind of the impartial reader muft be 
ftrongly imprefied with the barbarous impolicy of thus 
cberifhiDg thefe odious and unnatural prejudices, as 
well as with the defperate fituation in which the 
country was placed through thefe means ; and what a 
dreadful misfortune it muft prove to be an inhabitant 
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where not only fucb fentiments were very ftrcnuoufly 
inculcacecl> but where even the moft (hocking fcenes of 
fouled outrage were permitted, and perpetrated with 
the bafeft and moft cximinal connivance. 

From the ina£iivity of the iarurgents encamped at 
Carrick-byrne> occaiioned in a great degree from their 
want of an oftenfible commander, conftant (allies were 
made out of Rofs> and great havoc and devaftatioa 
committed throughout the country. Thefe occur- 
Tences produced a general meeting of the principal 
inhabitants on the ift of June, wherein Mr. Harvey 
was called on tp a<S^ as commander in chief, and 
various other appointments and regulations to6k place 
for the maintenance and fupply of the country.' The 
day after Mr. Harvey toojc the command in perfon at 
Carrick-byrne, where on his arrival, feveral fugitives 
appeared giving dreadful accounts of their fufferings 
from the yeomanry, and at the time feveral houfes 
were on fire about Old Rofs. The commander in 
chief inftantly ordered Mr. Thomas Cloncy, with all 
the horfemen that could be coUeded, to proceed 
againft the depredators, who fled on their approach, 
and were chafed in full fpeed to Rofs. At this critical 
period, the proteftant church of Old Rofs wasburned> 
by no means with the knowledge or confent of Mr. 
Cloney or his party ; and the refult of every enquiry 
at the time was, that the church was fet on fire in re- 
venge and retaliation by individual fuflerers', as many 
houfes were burned, and feveral unrefifting perfons 
were (hot immediately preceding thb conflagration. — I 
fhould wi(h to be able to give a more circumftantial 
account of this occurrence, as it was the only one of 
the kind that took place during the infurreAion, but 
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liave not been able to procure further infomation ; 
kowcvcr»»witnefson the trial of Mr. Cloney by couit- 
Biartial at Wexford in 17999 mentioned the circum- 
fiance^ but in fuch a manner as only to attrad the no- 
tice of an enthufiadic maniac. By having reference to 
the trial, it will alfo appear, that Mr. Cloney's huma- 
nity and exeitions for thofe in any kind of diftrefs, was 
as confpicuous as his courage in the field, after he had 
been forced from his houfe when the military had fled, 
and left the infurgents in uncontroulable pofTeffion of 
the country. 

On the and of June, as one of the armed oyfter- 
boats, already noticed, was cruiiing outlide the har- 
bour of Wexford, (he fell in with a boat from Arklow» 
which upon being hailed, came to and was taken. On 
board this veffel were three officers of the North Cork 
Siilitia, lord Kingiborongh the colonel, captain O'Hea, 
and lieutenant Bourke^ who were accordingly made 
prifoners. This nobleman and thefe his officers were 
in Dublin when informed of the defeat of part of 
their regiment at Oulard, as before dated, and imme« 
diately purpoled to join it ; for which purpofe, pro- 
ceeding by land as far as Arklow, and finding the in- 
iiirredion more formidable than they could be brought 
before to imagine, they there hired a boat to carry 
them to Wexford, not conceiving it poffible that it had 
been abandoned and then in the hands^of the infur- 
gents. They were taken therefo^re at their entrance 
into the harbour, and conduced without any perfon 
in town being previoufly informed of the fa<Sl, to the 
boufe of captain Keugh, then the acknowledged mili- 
tary commander of the town. Here his lordlhip and the 
two officers made prifoners with him were entertained 
for fom*e days before the people cxprcffcd* any diffatis- 
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faiStion or apprehenfion that they might be enabled (<} 
ercape; but thefe manifeflations of popular cl)firuf| 
being made known, they Vere conveyed to a houfc in 
the bull-ring, near the main-guard-houfe, where cen- 
tinels were pofted infide and outfide, and there thej 
continued, under tl)ef<? mcafurcs of precaution until tlie 
fubfequent furrendcr of the town to his lordfhip himfelf 
as an officer in the king's fcrvicc. 

The people of the barony of Forth, having by this 
time fufficiently equipped them feWes with pikes, joinecf 
the encampment now formed on the hill of Carrick* 
byrne, whither, it muft be obferved, the infurgentd of 
the camp near Taghmon had fhifted on the firft of June. 
A fmall party fron^ Wexford alfo, denominated the 
Faith-corps, joined the encampment on Carrigrew. ' 

The committee of general regulation appointed in 
Wexford, and already noticed, waited on Mr. Harvey, 
commander in chief of the infurgents, expreiling their 
hopes that the fervice in the proteftant church, which' 
had been hitherto interrupted, might be no longer dif- 
continued; as they wiilied to do all in their power to 
diffipate religious animoflties, by inculcating the abfur- 
dity of fear on this account alone, and to undeceive (he 
numbers of fiidden converts who were applying to the 
catholic priefts to be baptized, befeeching in the moft 
carqelt manner to be thus received into the bofom of 
the catholic church, from an idea that it was then the 
only plan of fafcty : nay fo perfevering were the gene- 
rality in their piteous entreaties, that the catholic. 
clergy found themfelves very diftreffingly circum^ 
ftanced ; for fliould they refiifc to comply with the 
wiflxs and earned folicitations of fuch proteftants zs 
offered themfelves in this way, they perceived that they 
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iTould be fubjeft to the xnoft violent animadverfionsfor 
any fatal accident that might befal any of them; and 
on the other hand knowing that imagined neceflity 
iilonc was tJie motive of apparent converfion, they mud 
have confidered it improper to accept their conformity" 
without ferious and folemn probation. On this occa- 
fion, however, the humanity of many fuperfeded the 
di6lates of duty fo far as to induce them to rifque the 
profanation of a facrament for the prefervation of lives* 
and to difpel the dreadful apprehenfions from orange-* 
men; the greateft iaiffurance of not belonging to that 
combination being that of converfion to the catholic 
communian> which was confidered to render any perfon 
inadmiffible into an affociation which the majority of 
the people abfolutely believed to be inftituted for their 
deftru£tion« Their alarbis, however, worked fo 
ftrongly on the minds of the afFeflcd converts, that all 
arguments exerted to difpel their fears generally proved 
ineffedual, as they would ftill perfified in mod earned 
folicitation for admiffion. Some clergymen, however^ 
in this dilemma pofitivcly refufcd baptizing proteftant 
converts, but then they took a far 'better and confiftent 
mode of quieting alarms. They gave the ftrongeft af- 
farances to fuch as applied to them, that the catholic , 
church does not deem it neceflary to rebaptize any de- 
nomination of chriftians otherwife than conditionally* 
as the cxiftence of any previous baptifm whatever, 
and attendance on duties and divine fervice was fufficienc 
conformity. 

A curious circumftance, ho^xever, occurrejl in Wex- 
ford at this time, Which eventually produced a great 
number of conditional baptifms. — A young lady who 
on firft application failed of perfuading a catholic 
prieft to confer on her the favour of baptifm, had tlie 

^liligcncc and addrcfs afterwards to difcover that the 
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proteftant n^iniftcrwho had undertaken to perform that 
ceremony in her infancy^ had only filliped or fprink* 
led the water at her with his finger, and fo it was 
within the limits of probability, that a drop might not 
have reached her head fo as to form an ablution. Be^ 
ing irery ingenious and perfevering in her arguments 
fo as to appear capable of puzzling the niceft cafaift^ 
fhe at lafi made out her own a doubtful cafe, and wat 
accordingly quieted by conditional baptifm. When the 
particulars of this tranfa£lion got abroad> the folicita- 
lions to the catholic clergy for the boon of conditional 
baptifm became confiderably more frequent, the appli- 
cants quoting this recent precedent, and adducing the 
hearfay evidence, and far fetched recoUeflion of grand- 
mothers, grand-auiits, and other grave and venerated 
relatives, with a long train of minute circumftances^ 

. to prove a fimilarity of cafes, and claiming qn this 
account an equal confideration. Notwithftanding the 
earned exertions of the committee and many of the 

.principal catholics to' difpel the fears of their pro^ 
teftant brethren, whom they ofFered to protefl even at 
the rifque of their own lives, all endeavours to have 
fcrvice performed in the proteftant church proved inef- 
feflual. It muft be remarked, however, that the place 
itfelf fuffered not the fmalleft indignity during the 
whole period of the infurreSion, except in the inftance 
of the abandonment of their ufual place of worfhipby 
the protcftants, of whom great numbers flocked in the 
moft public and confpicuous manner to the catholic 
chapel, where they affeded the greateft piety and de- 
votion. The epithets of craw-thumpers, opprobrioufly 
applied to catholics for contritely firiking their breafis 
at their devotions, was never more ftrongly exemplified 
than by thefe converts. Catholics ftrike their breafts 
gently on certain occafionsi and with the right hand 
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iloncj but protefta4hs who attended at mafs in thefe 
times generally continued to ftrike themfelvcs vehe- 
iiently with both bands almoft during the whole ftr- 
vice. I had the good fortune to prevent all fuch as 
confulted me on the occafion as to the expediency of 
conformin^> by pfcrfuading them to avoid the difgrace 
of fuch a mockery ; and I had the fatisfa6)ion after- 
Irards to hear thofe applauded who did not appear to , 
thange their religion, while thofe who turned with the 
times were reprobated, fomc as hypocrites ani others 
as cowards. And in good truth, what favourable opi« 
nlon could ht Entertained of fuch as did not continue 
faithful even to their God according to the didlates of 
their confcience ? 

The rev. Mr. Dixon, a iromaii catholic clergyman^ 
who had been condemned before a magiftrate and fen- 
VenCed to tranfpottation, was fent off to Duncailnon- 
fort the day preceding the infurreftion ; and this was 
«n the teftimo'ny of a man named Francis Murphy*, 
whofe evidence was pofitivcly contradifled by three 
other witneffes. Thefe fads, together with the public 
odium incurred by the man faimfelf, induced Thomas 
Dixon, a fea-faring captain and mafter of a veflel, who 
alfo kept a porter- houfe in Wexford, to take a fum- 
mary mode of avenging the fate of the clergyman who 
was his relation. For this purpofe he brought the 
man out of gaol, upon his own fole authority, and con- 
duced him down to the bull-ring, where he obliged 
three revenue-officers, who were then prifoners, and 
whom he brought out along with him, to ihoot him and 
afterwards bear his body to the quay and throw it into 
the water. This execution took place with all its 
fhocking circumftanccs, while moft of the town's- 
people were at prayers, and was utterly unknojxm to 
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t 
the principal inhabitants ; but at. all events Dixpn 

could the more readily accompliili his vengeance^ with- 
out fear of being prevented* on account of the public 
execration generally prevalent agaioft informers. 

The miikaTy ftationed at Gorey made conftant fal- 
lics, in the courfc of which through the country they- 
plundered and burned many houfes* and fliot fevcra^ 
ftragglers, who happened to fall in their way. Thi* 
provoked the infurgents to vie with their opponents in 
this mode of warfare, and retaliation has on this, as well 
as on every other occafion* produced many woeful 
Icenes. Enormities in fad were committed on both (idesr 
which, among their many lamentable confequences^ 
tended to exafperate the party-animofities already tpo 
powerfully deftruflive of the peace and happinefs of 
the country. At this time reinforcements were every 
day crowding into GJorey. On the 3d of June general 
3Loftus arrived there with fifteen hundred men undec 
^Jiis command, as did alfo colonel Walpole from Carnewr 
whence he had feveral times gone out to reconnoitre 
the camp at Carrigrew. A determination was formed 
to attack this on the 4th, with the force then in Gorey, 
with which the troops from Carnew and Newtown- 
barry were to co-operate, fo as to engage the infurgents 
cm all (ides, and from thefe arrangements, and confider- 
ing the for/»e that was to z8t againft them, little doubt 
was entertained of their total and fpeedy defeat. The 
army from Gorey gnarched out at the appointed 
time, and formed into two divifions. The one under 
general Loftus, took route towards Ballycanew, while 
the other, commanded by colonel Walpole, proceeded 
by the Caraolin road dire6Hy to commence the con- 
certed attack on Cayrigrcw* The infurgents had, how- 
every quitted thi$ poft> and were in full march towards 

Gorey> 



Digitized by 



Googk 



COUNTY OF WITTOICD* ^j 

Gorcy> when they fuddenly and unawares fell in with 
this military body under colonel Walpole, at a place 
called Tubberneering. The meeting was equally un- 
cxpei^ed on both fides, and this circum(!ance> no lefs 
true than extraordinary, neither party haying any 
fcouts, produced an indantaneous and confufed a6^ion> 
in which colonel Walpole was killed in a few minutes 
after its commencement, and his troops immediately 
f ave way and fled in the utmoft precipitation and dif- 
order, leaving the vi<£iors in pofTeffion of three pieces 
of cannon, two fix pounders, and another of inferior 
fize. The fate of this aftion was fo quickly decided* 
as to allow general Luftus not the fmalleft opportunity 
of affording the troops under colonel Walpole any affift* 
ancc. The lofs of the military in killed was, taken all 
together, confideraWe, befides capt. M«Manus, lieut, 
Hogg, and enfign Barry, of jhc Antrim militia, with 
many privates taken prifoners. The reft in the greateft 
poffible hafte being purfued by the infurgents, reached 
Gorey, which they as quickly pafled through; but 
would, in revenge, have put the prifoners in the towa 
to death had they not feared that the delay it would oc« 
cafion might coft them too. dearly'. This account I have 
from a capt. of yeomanry, who oppofed with all his. 
might the perpetration of fuch a cruel and barbarous 
deed, and who, to his honour was incapable of counte- 
nancing fuch an atrocity under any circumftances. The 
retreat was thence very precipitate to Arklow, where a 
council of war was haftily held, at which it was as haftily 
determined to abandon that town, and this was accord* 
ingly put into immediate execution. Some were fo panic- 
flruck that they did not flop till they reached Dublin, but 
others ftopped at different diftances when their horics 
or thcmfelves were not able to proceed farther. Gen* 
Loftus^ on hearing the report of the cannon and other 
U z fire* 
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fire-arms in the engagement* not beiag able to go acro($ 
the country, he proceeded roand by the road to the fcene 
of aflion, where he found the bodies of many fiain, 
and did not learn the fate of colonel Walpole till he 
faw him ftretchcd on the field of battle. He theii 
moved toward Gorey, but thought it mod prudent to 
alter his line of direflion upon being faWted by the 
ihfurgents with the cannton they had juft taken>'and 
which they had drawn up to the fummit of the hill 6F 
Gorey> which is immediately over the town, command- 
ing it in every quarter. The general then marched to 
Carnew and from that to Tullow, The troops that 
had proceeded from Carnew in the morning, to co^ 
operate in the intended general attack on the infui gents 
at Carrigrew, did not return' thither upon hearing df 
the defeat, but made Newtown-barry with thdfewho 
bad conie out from thence on the fame expedition. 

The infurgents were now in pofleffion of the whole 
of the county of Wexford, except the fort of thxi^ 
cannon,. the towns of Rofaand Newtown-barry; and 
were at p^rfeft liberty if they -purfued their ad- 
Vantages, to feize upon Carnew, and alfo to enter 
Arklow, fltuated in the county of 'Wicklow, and whdt 
eonfequences might have enfued are now incalculable. 

On the evening of the 4th of June, the infurgents 
Rationed on the hill of Carrick-byrne, whither the 
Taghmon encampment, as has been obferved, was 
transferred on the ift, now proceeded to Corbet-hill 
within a mile of the town of Rofs, the garrifon of 
which had lately received great. reinforcements, by the 
arrival there of the Donegal, Clare and Meatli regi* 
mehts of militia, a detachment of Englifh and Iriih 
mrtillery^ the 5th dragoons^ the Mid-Lothian fencible8> 
.; .. .and 
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mod on this very evening the county of Dublin regi- 
inent of militia confiderably added to its force, which 
upon the whole amounted to twelve hundred men, ex- 
clulive of the yeomen, all under the command of 
inajor- general Johnfon, who expefled an attack during 
the night, and confequently the troops remained 
under arms without being allowed to take any repofe. 
The infurgents, led by their commander in chief, Mr, 
Beaucbamp Bagnal Harvey,* a little after their arrival 
on Corbet* hill, were faluted with a few cannon-fhot 
and bomb-fhells from the town, without producing any 
other cffeft than that of encreafing their vigilance, 
Mr. Harvey and his principal officers took up their 
quarters in the houfe of Corbet-hill, where^wbeing 
regaled with an excellent fupper and exquilite wines, 
they were fo well pleafed with their cheer, and fo far 
forgot their prudence as commanders, that they had 
fcarcely time to fall afleep fince the moment of their 
retirement, until they were roufcd, by the orders they 
tad given in their fober moments, to commence the 
attack at the break of day. Mr. Furlong was imme- 
diately difpatched with a flag of truce, and the fol- 
lowing fummons to the commanding officer in Rofs;— 

«' Sir, 
<« As a friend to humanity, I requeft you will fur- 
«« render the town of Rofs to the Wexford forces now 
« affembled againft that town. Your refiftance will 
<< but provoke rapine and plunder to the ruin of the 
«« moft innocent. Fliifhed with vi6lory, the Wexford 
<« forces now innumerable, and irrefiftible, will not 
<< be contTouled if they meet with any refiftance: to 
<« prevent therefore the total ruin of all property in 
«« the town, I urge you to a fpeedy furrender, which 
« you will be forced to do in a few hours, with lofs 
• «c and 
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«^ and bloodfhed, as you arc furrounded on all fides^ 
«« Yoar anfwer is required in four hours. Mr. Furlong 
<< carries thb letter and will bring the anfwer/* 

** CampatCorbet-hiir. ct J am, fir, &C. &C. 

•' half part ihrcc o*ctock moroiAgy 

•« June 5tb, 1799,"* ** B. B. HaRVKT.*' 

Mr. Furlong was fbot the moment he approached the 
©ut-pofts, which fo exafperatcd the people, that they 
could not be reftrained from inftantly rufhing on to at- 
tack the Three-bullet-gate, being the part of thetowa 
next to them ; and this it tras that principally pre- 
vented the concerted plan of aflault from being carried 
into execution; as three divilionsof their forces were 
to have begun their operations againft different parts 
of the town at the fame time. This particular 
divifion therefore not waiting till the other two fliould 
have reached theJrfeveral ftations of aflion, the latter 
jiot only did not proceed, but were feized with fuch a 
panic that they difperfed all over the country, flying 
in all dirciSions to their feveral homes, and bearing as 
they went along thp tidings of a total defeat ; and this 
.derout was in a great degree occafioned by the example 
of one of the divifional commanders, who without the 
lead effort to anfwer the intent of bis appointment> 
turned away from the aflion^ and rode haflily home- 
ward. * Even in the town of Wexford, nineteen miles 
diftant from Rofs, the news of a defeat was announced* 
at an early hour in the day, by many fugitives who had 
taken that direction, relating various and, ftrange ad- 
ventures to account for their own precipitate flight. 
One fourth of the numbers that encamped on Corbet- 
hill the evening before> did not ftand in the morning 
of the day of a£tion, fo that even the divifion.tbat 
commenced 'and afterwards continued the afiault^ was 
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by no t»cans complete^ numbers of thofe w!io confti- 
tuted It having alfo abandoned their ftaCions, which 
were far from being adequately fupplied by fach of 
the two pantc-ftruck divlfions as had the courage and 
refoiution to join in the battle, then going forward and 
in its greateft lieat* From this ftatement however it 
muft appear, that no plan was purfued in the attack by 
the infurgents, but that whatever they accomplirtied ift 
the onfet, muft have) been from individual courage 
and intrepidity. They firft diflodged the army front 
behind the walls and ditches* whei-c they were very 
advantageoufly po(ted» and on this occaHon the cavalry 
ia their charges were repulfed with confiderable lofs; 
cornet Dodwell and twenty-feven men of the 5th dra- 
goonsy having fallen in the firft onfet. The military theit 
retreated into the town through the Three-bullet-gatCf 
purfued hot foot by the infurg^ntst who obliged them 
to noTe from one (ituation to another* until they at lafl: 
^roTe them over the wooden-bridge on the Barrow 
into the county of Kilkenny. The main guard at the 
market' houfe* however, confifting of a ferjeant and 
fifteen men» not only maintained- their (ituation, but 
even defended it with. uncommon bravery and refolu- 
tioBf having two fwivels to fupport them. Major 
Vandekur, of the Clare militia, alfo continued 
the whole of the day, with a ftrong detachment of 
his regiment at his poft at Irifhtown, where he ftood 
pretty feverc duty, but not altogether (d violent as it 
would be, had the place beea generally attacked, ac- 
cording to Mr. Harvey's original plan, tliis being the 
principal entrance. When the infurgents had thus got 
poSel&on of the town, they fell to plundering and 
drinking, on which they became fo intent, that they 
could not be brought on to follow up their advantage. 
la the mean time the army rallied on the county of 

Kilkenny 
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Kilkenny fide of the bridge ; and althouglr a retrea* 
\vas before determined on, yet they were induced td 
Tfturn upon perceiving that there was n6 purfuit, and 
befides they were powerfully inftigatcd to this by the 
fpirited exhortations of meffrs. M^Corroick and Deve- 
Tcux, two yeomen not poffeffed of any command, but 
the difplay of whofe aclive courage and intrepidity 
contributed in a great degree to turn the fate of the 
day, and to whofe real merit every praife is juftly due 
on this occafion, w-hercin few officers diRinguifhed 
themfelves, as may be fairly concluded from the official 
leturns of the killed and wounded, thefe cafualties in 
jegard to the officers not bearing due proportion t6 
ihofe of the private men, which could hardly be the 
cafe had the former maintained their ftations with be- 
coming firmnefs. The county df Dublin militia on 
heaving of the death of their favourite colonel, lord 
Mountjoy, were the firft to renew the attack under thfc 
command of major Vefey. Thei? example was fol^ 
lowed by the reft of the troops, and their ilnited ^fibrfs 
fhortly compelled fuch of the infurgehts as w'eri todt 
too drunk to fly out of the town, of which they had 
been, by this time, fome hours in pofleffion. Having 
refpired a little however from their hifty rctreaf, 
which in a great degree made then! fober, thej' again 
returned to the charge, and the conteft which now cii-^ 
fued was maintained on both fides with great obftinacy, 
both parties being induced, by experience of the fof- 
mer encounter, not to relax their cxeitions. The 
intrepidity of the infurgents was truly remarkable, as 
notwithftanding the dreadful havoc made in their ranks 
by the artilleiy, they ruflied up to the very mouths of 
the cannon, regardlefsof the numbers that were falling 
on all fides of them, and pufhed forward vi^hh fuch 
impetuoiity, that they obliged the army to retire once 
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more and leave the town to themfelvev But even after 
this they foon fell into the (ame mifcpuck^ft as befoTe9 
crownins their bravery with dninkenneCs. Of -this 
the proper advantage was quickly taken \^ the army» 
who again renewed the attack* by which tVx fin^Uy 
i>ecame perfed mafteraof the towR. Several houfes 
were fet ^n fire and confumed in* the coujfe of thia and 
the former attacks but one of thefe deferves particular 
j^^ce: thb was aflated Ijioufea four Aones bigi^i ofi 
the fuoHmt of the maio ftreet near eke ^hurch^ ifi 
-which ferenty-iiye perfops weie burnt to afhes^; none 
having efoaped but one 9)an> ^f'ho in running away* 
w^ fortunate en«ugb to get clear of the fire of the 
ibUliery* On the ^v^ning of the preceding W«dnqfday> 
IVfr. Cqllimore a quaker> wiHiing to\ifit U3 famly at 
l)i« country- boufe} a Ihort dif^M^e Cr<^n th^ tpwau was 
fallen prifoner» as he attempted to pa& tb^ pi«roles> 
brought in and cpjpiUied in the markfl-boufej from 
f^bicb ho w^ not i^eleafed on the day of baii|tle« fs if 
jit w^rf by th^ fpec^tl interference of pjrovid^QG«b for 
fome of the military^ when they imagined thediiy w%3 
Solng againft themi had refolved to pttf all the pfi- 
loners in the town to daachi but when a party of tko/^ 
oia gttard entered the place of conEnement 6ar tfa^ 
nefarious purpore> Mr. CuHimore addrefied thoi|i 
with fuch an authori^tive and impfcffive tone^ faytogy 
*« iTouJialf npt JhoU the frifoners ; — M#fT# anfom^ mfn 
^ ture as k^d as you are.'* This addreia and manntf 
of a better man than Marinst awed and overcame the 
fiugninary (lavesj fo that they retired without perpe- 
trating the horrid crime of their bloody intent K L A 
Some officers and privates of the king's troopsi in the 
^^riods fucceia of the day^ ware induced* from tim^ 
to time* to attempt a retreat to Waterford thioogb the 
COQAtj of Kilkenny* Some of tbefe fiicceeded up 
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their effi>rt89 tnd from their unfavourable accounts of 
the battlei the Rofcommon militia who were in full 
march toward Rofs, turned about for Waterford ; and 
even captain Dillon> with fome of the county of Dublin 
militia> were intercepted and put to death in their 
progrefsf by the country peoplet who on fight of the 
fugitives and on the report of the fuccefs of the 
county of Wexford infurgents> were making every pre* 
parationf and nearly in teadinefs to join them. The 
infurgentS) being upbraided by their chiefs fot fullying 
their bravery by drunkennefs^ made a third attempt to 
regain the town^ ai^d in this they difplayed equal valour 
with what they exhibited in the earlier part of the 
day ; but by this time the army had acquired a greater 
degree of confidence ' in their own firength, while 
ieveral houfes blazed in tremendous conflagration ; and 
the infurgents received an irreparable lofs> when tlieir " 
intrepid leader> John Kelly of KillaUf whofedauntlefs 
Talour on this day was but too confpicuous> received A 
wound in the; leg» which put an end to hi^ career of 
yi£tory 1 Paralyfed by the lofs of fuch a man's exer- 
tionSf and no longer able to withftand tb^ violence of 
the flying artillery, th^ inf^rgents founded a regular 
retreats bringing away with them a piece of cannon 
, taken from the army in the courfc of the a^Kon^ hav* 
ing loft one which they brought with them^ together 
with fome fwivels apd fmi^U pieces? which had been 
drawn 'on for mere fliew» and which could not be of 
much ufe to either party. The infurgents after their 
defeat returned to their former fiation? having en- 
eamped this night at Carrick-byrne. 

The lofs of the army on this day> by official ftater- 
mentj is allowed to be two hundred and thirty^ i,n kill* 
^1 woundcdi aad miffing ; but that of the infurgents 
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h^% been varioufljr rcik)rted tv6n by diflerent eye-wit-^ 
nefles> feme making it but five hundred> while others 
ftate it at two thoufand. Indeed> it is impoffible td 
ifcertain their Ibfs during the battle itre1f> as the num- 
bet of dead arc faid to b^ doubly accumulated hf 
ihofe who were killed unarmed and unr^fifting after it 
was all over. Many men had become fo intoxicated iti 
the courfe of the day, that thUy wetc incapable of 
flying out of the town in the retreat of their aflfociatesi 
And feveral of the inhabitants, Whofe hoiifes wer6 
burnt, ind having therefore no place to retire to, fell 
Vidims alik^ as draggling ihfurgents td the tlndiftin- 
guifhing fury of the irritated foldierjr; fronft Which no 
perfon could efcape who was not cUd in ihilitary attire 
of one kind or othen The following dif ftlfo the few 
thatched hoUfes that temaiiled utiburnt, bdhg the okif 
places that a common perron<:ould get into, were clofel/ 
fearched, and not a man difcovered in them left alive* 
Some houfes were fet on fire eveh fo thronged, that the 
corpfes of the fuffocated within thetn could not fall to 
the ground, but continued- crowded together in an up* 
light pofture, until they were taken out to be interred* 
I cannot fuppofe that there horrid maiTacres and con- 
flagrations were committed in revenge for the infernal 
abomination perpetrated at Scullabogue, of which I 
Ihall have occafion prefently to make mention^ as no 
intelligence of that lamentable event could have reach* 
^d Rofs at the time, but be that as it may, officers wec» 
not only prefent, but even promoted and encouraged 
thofe deeds of dreadful enormity* of which every 
bread not dead to humane feeling mud fliudder at 
the recital ! 

In the evening after the aaioil, ilrhen the troops 

were alTembled on parade, general Johnfon fingled om 
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lieutenant Egan of the royal Irifh aitiUerjr, (now capJ^ 
tain of the royal artillery) to whom he returned his* 
public thanks for his gallant and fpirited condud dur« 
ing the adion ; and indeed^ every praife is due to this 
officer^ whoy with a part of the Dbnegall militia^ was 
j5rincipally rnftrumental in contributing to the fate of 
the battle. Several propofals were made to the goieral' 
to abandon the town and retreat to Kilkenny, but he 
wasdetarmined to ftand as long as he hid a man to fup* 
portliim ; however/iiad the troops been attacked that 
night» the prevalent opinion is> they would haveiled* 
In the difpatcbes publiflied> thanks were returned to 
all commanding offiicers* The uncommon bravery and* 
<fxertions of Mr. Edvrard Devereox appeared fo meri. 
tbrious to general Jolinfon* that he was offered acorn* 
ifeiflion in the army» which his mctoantile avocations* 
^event^ him froaar -accepting ofi 

It is*an invariable maxim that'cowardice and cruelty^ 
«rt vefry dofcJy allied. This was moil ftrongly exem- 
plified by the barbarous condud of the run-away mur- 
derers who iled from the battle of Rofs to Scallabogue> 
where a number of prifonei-s ^rere confined in a barn» 
to which thefe favage mifcreants (having overpowered 
ttie giikrds, who refilled them as long as they could) fet 
fire, and made every perfon within its widk, nearly 
eiglity imiumbcr, perifti in the flames. One hundred 
and eighty- four arc confidently afferted to have been 
id^limson this melancholy occafion* befides thirty- fevcn 
fhot and piked ; but then the fame account dates, that 
the barn was in dimeniions only thirty- four feet k>ng»* 
and fifteen feet wide ; and it is not tfierefore within the 
limit of reafonable probability that there were fo 
ttiany? as they would have been fo clofely crammed in>. 
that tbb cruelty of focb confinement could not efcape 

notice;. 
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notice: indeedi in ftich cafe they coold fcRrceljr fttnd 
together and reipire. I am therefor^ led to belierey 
t hit the aflfertors of thefe (latements have been impofed 
upon, as eighty perfons would rather crowd fuch a 
fpace too imich for the purpofes of maintainiitg life and 
Aeftlth ^ and i am confequently induced the more rea^ 
rfily to think the information more corre«S^ with which 
I hare been favoured by rofpe^lable and difinterefted 
«otliority from the neighbourhood in which the ne* 
farious tranfaflion took place; and furely it muft 
prove graceful to every mind to ^be fo agreeably unde- 
ceived refpefting the fewer mimber of vt^ims. Wick- 
ednefs is feldom eachtbked only in fiirgle a<9s of depra* 
vky • it fcarcely ever omits exerting every poffible ac- 
tion of bafenefs. Snch of the vi^ims at Scullabogoe 
as had any thing about them worth taking* were plun- 
dered before being coniigned to th<ir horrible fate. It 
is alleged on the part of the fanguinary ruffians con- 
eerncd in this moft deteftable tranfadion> that it was 
in retaliation for like deeds of defperate cruelty prac- 
i\M againft themfeiveS} and irritated as they were 
from recent experience of perfecutions and tortures of 
every kind;. — whippings^ ftrangulations and hangings 
without trial, whkh fome of the party had narrowly 
efcapcd a few days before in Rofs> where thefe mea- 
fores were very prevalent i. but no incentive, no per- 
fecution, no experience of crueky can palliate, much 
left excofe fuch unnatural and deteftable atrocity. It 
is but juftice, however, to obferve, that in this horrid 
mMifa^tion, no perfon of fuperior condition; none 
dbove the mere canaitUy or lowcft defcription of mea 
Was at all, concerned, however confidently the contrary 
has been aflerted ; but infamy of this incfeliWe nature 
fbotild never fo much as glance but at its proper objeds* 

Were the £a£l otherwifir -than as here ftaud, it ftuft 

have 
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liave been notorioully manifefted id tbe cburTe of t^d 
feveral trials iidce had in confequence of the very enor* 
jiiity> and fpi; which fotne tnlfcreants have been juftif 
(doomed to execution. But truth impofes the talk 
of mentioning alfo^ that it has appeared from (blemn 
evidence given on thofe tria1s> that in confequence of 
the infurgents being difappointed in their expedation 
tf taking quiet poiTeffion of Rofs^ thrir flag of trued 
being (hot^ and after the attack> the fugitives from the 
town communicating accounts of the tortures praflifed 
there* and th^it no quarter would be given to tbe peo-» 
ple> an infuriate multitude of men and women ruftied 
toSculIabogue vociferating revenge* forced tbe guardsf 
(who did all in their power to proteS their charge) 
mnd fet fire to the prifon* which was a tbatched houfe ; 
and for this tranfa^lion general Johnfon has not cfcaped 
animadverfion> as it is faid he was repeatedly warned 
to fpare tbe people or they would refortto retaliation* 
by executing all tbe prifoners in their hands; and if 
giving quarter would have prevented the fatality at 
Scullabogue> humanity excites a wifh it had been 
given ! — It is material to obferve al{b> that thefe trials 
liave difclofed information roanifcfting a very ftrong 
feature charaSeriftic of popular commotion* which is» 
that the unbiidled multitude are as precipitate as indif-- 
criminate in their deeds of outrage* putting them into 
execution as foon as conceived* to prevent the poffibi- 
lity of counteraction. This is* in fafl, fo true* that 
very often the greateft favourites cannot efcape the in- 
itantaneous violence of popular fury. Although this can** 
not be conlidered as an excufe* nothmg being capable\>f 
palliating, much lefsexcufing tbe crime at SculIabogue» 
yet its guilt Vould be greatly aggravated did it appear 
a deliberate or premeditated aSion, in which any one 
abpvt the meancft vulgar wat.conccrncd. ScuUabogue 
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lA (itnated at the foot of the cmincnceof Canrjck-Byrne* 
whiihcr the infurgcnta defeated at Rofs retreated a» 
has been obferved, and upon being made acquainted 
-with the enormity, which all brave men mufl reprobate, 
fhey uniyerfally ^nd loudly expreflcd their horror and 
detcilation of the barbarous deed ! — Surely, it is eaff 
to conceive, that (he men who had fo lately difplayed 
fuch a dauntlefs fpirit of courage ^d confupimate bra* 
very, icopld not be deditute of its general concomi<i> 
tant, humanity. To coun(era6l the reports of religious 
intolerance, it muft be ftated, that fifteen or fifteen ca- 
tholics fhared in the forrowful cataftrophe ofScuila- 
bogue, whence only two proteft.ants and no catholic 
providentially ^fcaped. It muft be univerfally allowedy 
that robbers and murderers entertain no reverence, at 
they feel no aw^of religion^ in the commiffion of their 
pefaripus a^^s ^ 9Qd | ao^ confident from all I can leant 
of the melancholy horrors of ScuUabogue, that no- 
thing lefs th^ t: e lignal interference of providence 
can be considered capable of having faved any perfon 
who was within the ill-fated barn on the dreadful dajr 
of its conflagratjop ! — An inveftigation of this horrid 
^ranfa£)ion had be^n firmly determined on, which fubfe- 
quent events prevented from being carried into execu- 
tion. — It were much to be wifhed fuch an enquiry had 
taken place, as it woujd afford nov room for mif- 
^epr^fcntatioo.-^Qn the day following, a proclama- 
mation, in the form of r^folutions by the whole infur- 
gent army, w^ publifhed by the commander in chief» 
iigned by himfelf, and coiinterfigned by the adjutant- 
general, with intention to curb all exceffes againft life 
and property, and encouraging by every poffible means 
pnipn and harmony among all defcriptions of the peo- 
ple. I deefQ it ne^^Qary to infeit it^* and here accord* 
ingly it follows : 

<^ At 
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« At a meeting of the genei'al and fcvcral officenr 
<« of the united army of the county of Wexford, 
f^ the foHovt^ing refolutions v^erc agreed upon: 

'^* Rcfolved, that the conifnander in chief ftatl 
^ fend guards to certain baronies, for the purpofe of 
^ bringing in all men they fhall find loitering and de- 
-«« laying at horoe> or clfewhere; and if any lefiftanc^ 
"•* be given to thofe gujirds, fo to be fent by the com- 
*< manding officer*s orders, it is our dedre and ordera^ 
<< that fuch perfons fo giving Tel>ilance fball be liable 
♦« to be put to death by the guards, who are to bear a 
<< commiffion for that purpofe ; and all fiicb perfons 
<« found to be fo loitering and delaying at homcj 
^« when brought in by the guards, ftiall be tried fcy 
** a court martial, appointed and chof^n from among 
*^ the commanders of all the different coq>s, and bf 
<< punifhed with death* 

*« Rcfolved, that all ofiBcers (hall immediately repair 
«< to their refpedive quarters, and remain with theij: 
'< different corps, and not depart therefrom under 
«< ]^ain of death, unlefs authorized to quit by written 
** orders from the commander in chief for that pur- 
«« pofe. 

«♦ It b alfo ordered, th^t a guard fhall be kept in 
^« rear of the different armies, with orders tofhoot all 
<f perfons who fliall fly or defert from any engage- 
« ment ; and that thefe orders fhall be taken notice 
** of by all officers commanding in fuch engagement. 

<< All men refufing to obey their fupcrior officers, 
«' to be tried by a court martial and punifhed accords 
«* ing to their fentcncc. 
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*« It b alfo ordered) that all men who (hall attempt 
«« to leave their refpeSive quarters when they have 
«bcen halted by the commander in chief, fhall fuiFer 
«< death> unlefs they fliall have leave from their 
« officers for fo doing c 

«* It is ordered by the commander in chief, that all 
*« perfons who have ftolen or taken away any horfe or 
<« horfes, fhall immediately bring in all fuch horfes 
<« to the camp, at head-quarters ; otherwife for any 
*« horfe that fhall be feen or found in the pofleffion of 
*« any perfon to whom he does not belong* that perfoh 
•* fhall on being conviSed thereof, fuffer death : 

«« And any goods that fhall have been plundered 
*' from any houfe, if not brought in to head-quartersi 
*« or returned immediately to the houfes or owners^ 
<< that all perfons fo plundering as aforefaid, fhallj on 
*< being convi£led thereof, fuffer death. 

«« It is alfo refolved, that any perfon or perfons who 
^< fhall take upon them to kill or murder any perfon 
«« orprifoner, burn any houfe, or commit any plunder, 
«« without fpecial written orders from the commander 
« in chief, fhall fuffer death. 

€€ By order of 
<< B. B. Harvey, commander in chief. 
« Francis Breen, fee. and ad>;* 

" Head*q[iiartcn« C»rrick-byrnc 
♦* camp, June 5, i798.'* 

A proclamation of fimilar tendency was iffued at 
Wexford on the 7th, addreflTed to the infurgent armies 
by general Edward Roche, conceived in the following 
words : • , 

Y €C TO 
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i< TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELANU. 

^' COUNTRYMEN and FELLOW-SOLDIERS f 

<* Your' patriotic exertions in the caufe of youf 
<< country have hitherto exceeded your mod fanguine 
«« expe£latiohs> and in a ftiort time mud ultimately 
« be crdwn^d with fuccefe. Liberty has raifed her 
«< drooping head : thoufands daily flock to her ftan- 
" dard: the voice of her children every where pre- 
<« vails, tet us then, in the moment of triumph9 
<* return thanks to the almighty ruler of the univerfe, 
«' that a total flop has been put to thofe fanguinary 
«« meafurcs which of late were but too often reforted 
*« to by" the creatuifes of government* to keep the 
** people in flavery* 

** Nothing now, my countrymen, appears necefTarr 
<« to fccure the conquefts you have already woii; but an 
<^ implicit obedience to the commands of your chiefs ; 
«« for through a want of proper fubordination and 
*< difcipline, all may be endangered; 

<< At this eventful period, all Europe muft admire* 
<« and pofterity will read with afluninimcnt, the heroic 
<« afls achieved by people ftraiigers to military taftics, 
** and having few profelfional commanders : but what 
u power can refill men fighting for liberty ! 

«< In the moment of triumph, my countrymen, let 
« not your'viftories be tarnifhcd with any wanton ad 
^« of cruelty : many of thofe unfortunate men now in 
«* prifoa were not your enemies from principle ; moft 
** of them, compelled by ncceffity, were obliged to 
«< oppofe you: neither let a difference in religious 
*' fenUmcnts ^ufe a difference among the people. 

<« Recur 
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f< Rccar to the debates in the Irifli houfe of lords on 
*f the 19th of February laft ; you will there fee a pa- 
«« triotic and enlightened proteftant bifhop> (Down 
«« and many of the lay lords) with manly eloquencet 
!f* pleading for catholic emancipation and parliamentary 
« reform* in oppofiiion to the haughty arguments 
^ of the lord chancellor* and the powerful oppofition 
i< of hb fellow-courtiers, 

«' To promote a union of brotherhood and affec- 
*« tion among our countrymen of all religious perfua-' 
^ (ions> has been our principal objefl : we have fworn 
•« in the mod folemn manner — have aflbciated for 
<« this laudable purpofe, and ofi power on earth flial^ 
f^ fliakp our rcfolution. 

<f To jny proteftant foldlers I feel much indebted for 
f< their gallant behaviour in the field, where they ex- . 
i^ hibited fignal proofs of bravery in the caufe. 

«♦ Wexford, June fy 1798. EiwARP RoCHE.'* 

I fhould have mentioned before* that in the evening 
of the day on which the infurgents obtaii^ed pojTeflion 
of Ennifcorthy, a drummer of the North Cork mili- 
tia* who had fome time before refufed to beat his drum* 
when foine tune* obnoxious to the people* was called 
for, or to whip fome of the prifoners* was found hang- 
ing in the lodgings of Mr. Handcock* a clergymai| 
and magiftrate* who refided in that town ! — Wheo ^his 
h&. became generally known* it is impoffible to con- 
ceive the indignation and fury it excited in the minds 
of the people* already fluflied with vidory and heated 
I by intoxication* They confidered the murdered fol- 
dier as avi^lim immolated to their caufp; — they cpn« 

Yz ccived 
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ceived he had met that fate to which they were all 
doomed unlefs they had. rifen againft exterminatioiu 
The more violent were thofe who themfelvcs or their 
friends had fuffered moft fcvercly» previous to the iiv^ 
furre<^ion» and they inftantly took advantage of tho 
ferment occi^oned by this circumftancei to wreak their 
"vengeance on thofe , they confidered their enemies> 
who fiill remained in the town after it had been eva- 
cuated by the military. Many were put to death in 
confequence^ notwithftanding that the more fenlible 
and humane part endeavoured to protect the unhappy 
fiifierers) but the voice of thofe were drowned in the 
general cry of '< They would not let one of us efcape 
*f if we were in their power ; we would be all ferved 
« like the drummer." — I have heard many, who were 
prefent when this horrid fcene took place> a£Srm that 
tjiis incident produced an effed more violent and in- 
fiantaneous, and excited a degree of phrenfy fuperiov 
to any thing they had witnefled during the infurredion. 
It is evident from every day's experience, that caufes 
infignificant in themfelves, do fometimes produce 
effe£ls the moft lamentable; and that artful men 
take advantage of fuch incidents in all tumultuary 
proceedings; and confldering the ftate of mind of 
the populace at this moment, the knowledge of 
fuch a fad muft have had a powerful operation. — ^It 
is remarkable that Mr. N. Hinton's houfe, in which 
the drummer was found hanging, received no injury 
from the people, as they conlidered him innocent of 
this abomination. 

While the infurgents kept pofScffion of the town of 
Ennifcorthy, another circumftance occurred, which 
produced much mifchief. The cavalry of Newtown- 
B^rry made an inroad toward the infurgeota^ caoip> m 

far 
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far as the bridge of Scarawalfh) which is jhrec miles 
from Ennifcorthy, and at this place killed a boy who 
was an idiot j he happened to be the nephew of a ca-» 
tholic pried in the neighbourhood ; and the killing of 
this creature, who never coulcf have made ufe of hof- 
tile weapons, produced a violent ferment which was 
notappeafed until the people faciificed, (as if to his 
mams) twelve or fourteen of their prifoners. Thefc 
fa6b, if any are wanting, fhow the impolicy and wick- 
cdnefs of Ihedding blood unneceflarily even in the fury 
of war. — The principle of retaliation is ftrongly im- 
planted in the human heart, and therefore all unnecef* 
fiuy irritation fliould be feduloufly avoided. 

A Guinea cutter having ftruck againft the banks of 
Blackwater, unfliipped her rudder oiitfide the bay of 
Wexford, where fhe caft anchor; and the captain on 
entering the harbour to get it repaired was met by one 
of the cruifing boats, and the veficl was accordingly 
fcized and brought in as a prize. Her burthen was 
forty-five ton^, (he was copper-bottomed, had fix fmall 
cannon, and her crew were eight men She was an 
attendant on a Guinea man, failed from Liverpool a 
few days before, had not yet received her fmall arms 
on board, but had three barrels of gunpowder, without 
which the infurgents would have been totally deftitute 
of that article, as the three barrels they found in Wex- 
ford barracks, with a few hundred cartridges, fomc 
.fmall caflcs and odd pounds, found in different (hops 
and gentlemen^s houfes, conftituted their whole origi- 
nal (lock, which by this time wag entirely expended. 
It is, indeed, an extraordinary fa6l, that the infurgents 
did not po(refs, in the whole courfe of the infurre£}ion» 
as much powder as would be deemed necelTary, by any 
loilitary man> for the fupply of one battle> and that 

their 
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tbcir ganfmcn, fo little ofcd to warfare* never retired 
until thej had fired their lad charge* exhibiting ob all 
occafioos amazmg intrepidity ; but it w|ls impoffibleu 
to f»inifh fire-arms for the numbers ofieijng their fcr- 
vices. In their diiFetent'^encainpineBts they weye mofily 
itrniedwith pikes* and there was fcarcely any kind of 
legolarity or order obferved, every indhiduat abfenttog 
al his own difcretion* fo that at night the camps weri| 
almoft totally deferted, bot were in the day as crowdetj 
•sever* Althougb rooft of tjie people of Ireland eaa 
b«t feldoro rndulge in %)\c luxury of eating meat* yt% 
as the ?aft numbers of tb^ infwtgents.werc now to be 
fepplied with this article* i^ bc^^me z^ abfolute necet* 
fiiry . Such immenre confumption* always in time of war> 
even witii the ftrifteft ceconomy* being double of the 
qvamity that would fupply the like nijimbers in time of 
peace* mufl of itfelf have foon deprived the. country of 
all its cattle ; and yet this provifion was s^e ufe of witb 
pTofiifion. Corn and potatoes were put in requifitioa 
throughout the country* and Wexford was obliged at 
the rifqneof being burnt* to furnifh almoll all the other 
ther fupplies* fuch as fpirits* beer* tobacco* fait* and les^- 
ther. Several felf-appoinced commifiarie$> framing difr 
fcrent excofes as it were for the advantage of the public 
fervice* while their prtnciple was for plunder and private 
emolument, abfented thennfelves from camp and fcecame^ 
horrible public nuifances. Tbefe were the cowards who 
fled in time of aclion* and generally became murderers 
and robbers ; while tbofe who couragcoufly fought as 
brave men in the field* always remained. at their poft, 
never abienting without leave, and although fufTering. 
many privations* were remarkable for correfl: behavi- 
our and regular conduil, the true teft of brave men ; 
but the fdirom cravens* who deferted the camps oi| 
\aiious pretcnccsj were guilty of <hc moft defpcr^ 

deeds 
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iktds DFotitTage> though Taantingly bo^Lflful of aSicm^ 
of Talour ; a fad which not only confirms the gcnevit 
|N>fition already laid down^ that cowardice and cruelty 
are conftantTy united; but jilfo that the TiciaQt 
fireqtieiitly aflTeA the praifes of virtue. While tho 
brave and the virtuous were ocherwife engaged ib as 
aot to have it in their power to counterafi the depra* 
^ity of the knaves and cowards* a (kd catalogue of 
Vidinis fuffered at the permanent camp on Vinegtr- 
luU; being declared enemies of the people* on the ac« 
icufation of one or more perfons^ for different alledg^ 
ai&s of cruelty or oppoStion to their interefts ; and* on 
thefe occafions) it was almoft impoflible to ftem the tor* 
vent of popular fury; ib that tlie conductors and ais* 
cofers of the fummary truls^ thus proceeded upon* 
vere in very many infiances but too fuc^&ful in their 
Ichemes of munler; notwithftanding the ftrenuous 
endeavours* and the earndl entreaties and vemon- 
firances* to the contrary, of every humane and refpec* 
tzVic perlbn permitted to appear in their affemblage. 
Of thefe there were many willing enough to retum to 
their homes, who were however prevented from appre- 
JienGon of being facrificed themfclves, if they dared to 
*S in any manner .contrary to the will of the popu- 
lace. It has been confidently afleited, and too ftrongly 
inculcated) that the infurgents were rcfolved to facrifice 
all proteftants; of this the beft refutation is, that had 
this been their principle or intention, the accomplifli- 
inent was in their power, and the avoiding its perpetra- 
tion at the angry and exafperatcd moment, muft bt con- 
iidered conclufive in oppofitc argument. Indeed, it is 
too evident that this falfehood has been induftrioufly im- 
prcfled for the purpofeof foftcring prejudice, and of con- 
tinuing baleful divilion among the fcvcral defcriptions of 
a!!ie people, by political adventurers* who fliamefully en- 
courage 
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coo^sTgeand fomenttbofeanimofitieswhich have brought 
ft> much calamity and ruin on the country ; of which* 
if any Iriftman requires further proof, the erentful 
hiftory of his country^ fince the period of I798> i» 
abundantly convincing ; and I fondly hope the charita- 
ble difciimination of all Irifl)men will induce them to 
abandon their prejudices, and cultivate a friendly inter- 
courfe with each other, and I am confident they wilF 
find this line of condufl connefled and congenial with 
their true interefls and ha^pinefs, as it will prevent 
their being cajoled or worked up at any future period 
to mutual rancour, to anfwer the ends of political fe- 
ducers, as the deftruflion of their country muft be the 
confequence. All proteftants who had the goodwill 
of their neighbours, and who had not adventured in the 
hanging, burning, flogging, fbooting and exterminating 
fyflem, that immediately preceded the infurrefl ion, were 
in general as fafe as any other defcription of men in 
the country on joinin-g the people, for as to this there 
was no alternative ; but it muft be acknowledged^ in- 
deed, that many gentlemen who had been fornfcrly 
much liked^ were confidcred as unpardonable if con- 
cerned in any exertion againft the people of the de- 
icription juft cited, paiticular inflances of which al« 
ledged againft them occafioned the imprifonment and 
death of individuals. It is aflerted, that no catholic 
was put to death. Surely, the indifcrirainate deftruc- 
tion at^ScuUabogue, where fifteen or fixteen catholics 
pcriftied with the reft in the flames, fuflSciently refutes 
this barefaced aflertion ; but as the public mind has 
been fo mifled, I deem it abfolutely neceffary to ftate 
other fads that give the lie to furmife, which, among 
$he general exceffes of the day, would not otherwife 
deferve hiftorical notice. Two catholics were put to 
death by the people in Wexford, Francis Murphy on 
the 3d, and Jofeph Murphy on the X4th of June^ 

both 
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both for being informers. Certainly if any tatholi'ca 
had launched forward in the prevalent mode of fap* 
preffing infurre6lion> namely > violation > flagellations 
conflagration) deliberate murder and exterminations 
they would certainly have incurred equal odium with 
any proteftant, or even inlideU guilty of the like 
deeds. Catholics* however, not'being of the privileged 
clafs, (not even one catholic juftice of peace in the 
county) and therefore not having the power if they 
had the inclination, could not be generally involved" 
with the people, on the fcorcof authority oroppreffion, 
and this may fatisfadlorily account why fo few catho- 
lics> comparatively writh proteftants, were facrificed to' 
popular phrenfy and irritation. In all the proclama- 
tions'and other documents publifhed during the infur- 
reflion, there does not appear the fmall^ fymptom of 
religious bigotry : the very contrary is even manifeft ;, 
but fbould it be any longer infifted on, that the con- » 
duft and expreflions of folitary individuals unequivo- 
cally difcountenanced by the great majority, were the 
fentimentdof the whole people, it muft be ftated in op- 
pofltion, and the argument would be juft as fair, that 
the proteftants had refolved on the extermination of 
the catholics, as fome individuals of them have ex- 
prefled themfelves favourable to fuch a meafure, and 
have lamented the arrival of lord Cornwallis in Ireland, 
as in their mind it prevented the extirpation of the 
whole of the iqfurgents, by them denominated catholics^ 
Thefe fentiments have been fo notorious as to find utU" 
ranee even in parliament. 

During the whole period of the infurre^lion in the 
county of Wexford, it is a fa<Sl no lefs fiirprifing than 
true, that the fair fex was refpeiled even by thofe who 
did not hefuate to rob or murder ; no one inftance cxift- 

Z ing 
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ing of a female being injured or Yiolated, including 
the wives* fillers aiid daughters of thofe denominated 
the greateft enemies of the people ; in whofe conduft 
appears another tery ftriking feature : with refpe6^ to 
the king> they were (ilent: his majefty's name was 
not mentioned with difrefped* nor was he con(idered as 
the caufe of their misfortunes ; but indeed they prc- 
ferved no fuch delicacy with xefpeft to the charadera 
of thofe whom they coniidered the promoters and fup- 
porters of their perfecutions : they reviled them ia 
the ftrongeft terms of reprobation, and did not fparc 
many of their lives or properties. 

In cafe of plunder I believe no perfon was fpared 
who was not at home to prevent it, or who was not 
fortunate enough to have a confidential perfon to 
welcome the marauders, who pleaded the public 
fervice in excufe of robbery and outrage ; but meat 
and drink if freely ofFered anc! fupplied, generally prc- 
ferved a houfe from otherwife inevitable direption* 
On thefe occafions, catholics and proteftants were alike 
fubjeft to depredation. I pofleffed peihaps as much 
popularity as any perfon in the county of Wexford, 
and notwithftanding this and my being a catholic, I 
was plundered by the infurgents in the very outfct: I^ 
loft all that could poffibly be taken from me; mjr 
doovs and windows were bioken open to get at mjr 
guns and piftols; my defies and trunks were fearched 
and rifled ; my horfes and mules were all rode off; 
and fur this and tbc like robberies the depredators 
would plf ari ihc public fervice. Several perfons who 
bad been much dilliked by the populace, had the good 
fortune to poffcib faliliful fervants, who by a free offer 
of what was wanted in the houfe, favcd all the reft; 
wliile many others wiio nere much beloved by the 

people. 
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people, fufFered confidcrably in their houfes and pro- 
penies, in confequence of the diflionefty of thofe whq 
were left in care of them, a$ they countenanced and 
encouraged pillage, in hopes thereby to fcrecn their 
own villainy, in appropriating to themfclvcs. the beft 
^d moft valuable part of the plunder. 

Great nurpbers crowded Into Wexford from thedifffe- 
rcnt camps and other parts of the country, demanding 
(tipplies of fait, tobacco, fpiiits and leather; threaten- 
ing to fet fire to the town in cafe of refiftance or not of 
immediate compliance. The n[!ode adopted in manag* 
ing the fupplies was, that the committee iffued orders 
to thofe pofleffing anjr of the articles in demand* 
to furnifli the fame in a fpecified quantity ; but the fre- 
quency of application fo multiplied their ei^ploymentt 
that it wasr^ not poffible for them to attead to all the 
various bufinefs that accumulated upon them ; and 
finding tbemfelves unequal to the taflc, they were ob- 
liged to call for affiftance> and a feparatQ committee for 
each trticle in demand was confequently appointed. 
To pleafe the lower clafles, who had exprefled 
diflatisfa6)ion, fome of them were now afibciated 
with thofe of higher rank, in this difcharge of 
public duty, the trouble and vexation of which 
they had no conception of until they fhared in the 
labour, whereby thofe originally appointed '^ere 
greatly relieved, and the coipmon people henceforward 
proved lefs troublefome to them^ as their compters 
und companions were more fuccefsful in their argq- 
ments, to perfuade them of the great difficulty of fup- 
plying them in as large quantities as before, and fo 
reconciling them to accept of lefs. Various plunder 
took place on the indirgents taking poflTeflion of the 
town, great part of which was afterwards reftored, 
lis orders were iffued that all kinds of property not bc- 
^ % longing 
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longing to thofe in whofe poflfeflion it might be foundy 
Ihould be returned on pain of fevere puniflhment. The 
court-houfe in Wexford was the depofitory for fuch 
pioperty, vhich the' owners recovered on making 
their claim. 

The peace and quietnefs exifting in the town of 
Wexford during the infurreflion, except the little dif- 
turbance, now and again occafioned, by the vociferous 
commiffaries from the camps^ was very remarkable. 
At night particularly the mod. folemn filence conti- 
nually prevailed, as all the inhabitants retired early to 
reft> and the utmoft regularity of cohduft, and peace- 
able behaviour was obfervcd. The weather was re- 
markably warm and ferene, and the phyficians in 
town apprehended a contagious ^aol fever from the 
nutnbers in confinement. Among the feveral expe- 
dients to remedy this evil, it was fuggefted to make 
the church a lodgment for prifoners, being confidered 
a healthy and eligible (>tuation,^and then delierted by 
the proteftants as their* place of worfhip; but thii 
fcheme was warmly and eflfe<Stually oppofed by the 
principail catholics, as it might be deemed difrefpc6lful 
to the feat of the proteftant worfhip, while thofe of 
the latter perfualion were eager and urgent to have it 
fo occupied, in order as they faid, to thin the crowds 
confined in the common prifon. As a fubftitute for 
this difappointm^nt, the affembly-room was then re* 
forted to, and fifty of the prifoners were confined 
there, while twenty-four of the principal gentlemen 
were fent oa board a floop in the harbour, which had 
been fitted out for that purpofe. Another floop had 
been alfo intended for like occupancy > but foon con-, 
demncd as unfit for that fervicc. 
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To endeavour to pleafe the people, who were very 
yociferous againflall thofe they confidercd as occafion- 
ing the cruelties praflifed againft thein> the following 
proclamation was iflued : 

« PROCLAMATION 
«< of the PEOPLE of the county of Wexford, 

« Whereas it flands manifeftly notorious that 

«« James Boyd, Hawirey White, Hunter Gowan^ and 

<< Archibald Hamiltoi^ Jacobs late magiftrates of th» 

*« county, have committed the moft horrid ails of 

<« cruelty, violence and opprcflion againft our peace-* 

<« able and well-difpofed countrymen: now we the 

^« people aflbciated and united for the purpofe of 

<« procuring our jult rights, and being determined to 

<« protcft the perfons and properties of thofe of all 

<* religious peifuafions, who have not oppreffcd us© 

<« and are willing to join with heart and hand our 

«« glorious caufe ; as well as to fhcw our marked dif- 

<* approbation and horror of the crimes of the above 

^« delinquents, do call on our countrymen at large, to 

" ufe every exertion in tl^eir power to apprehend the 

<« bodies of the aforefaid James Boyd, Hawtrey WhitA» 

«< Hunter Gowan, and Archibald Hamilton Jacob* 

^^ and to fecure and convey them to the gaol of Wex- 

<< ford, to be brought before the tribunal of the people- 

f« Done at Wexford, this 9th day of June, 1799. 

<* God fave the people/* 

The camp, which ha^ been flationed at Carrick- 
Byrne, removed to Slyekielter, where the encamp- 
ment continued for a. few days, while nothing remark- 
aHb happened, except fome inefFe^Slual attacks that 
were made on the gun-boats> going up the Barrow 

from 
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from Paflage to Raft; aixl a m«I was tikto,.goiag 
from Rofs to Waterford bjr wa^er> mid fent ^ 
Wex<brd. 

Tlie coontry was fo guarded, mcrery quarter, ajrio 
have a party ftationcd at every crofs-road, aud ibis fer- 
vice was allotted to the old and irtfirm, or fuch as were 
incapable of bearing the fatigae' of marching; but 
they were alfo attended by many others who abfented 
ahemfcWes from the camps on yarions pretences : fome 
women and children were likewife to be feen at thefc 
fevera) pofts, and the vigilamre was fuch, that no per- 
fon could pafe unknown, nor was it poffible to be at 
Kbcriy and be confidered neuter; nctwithflandbg all 
the baaftful vauntings to the contrary of fome who^ 
think to recommend thcmferves by thefe impof5t?ons» 
lam confident (vtch affcrtions are utterly unfounded^ 
for certainly no perfon could remain at liberty> who 
was m}f confidered friendly to the people; yet ftiUI 
am far from being of opinion, that every perfon who 
joined the infurgents, aded from cordial motives^ 
howcTex profefling gieat zeal ^nd alacrity in the caufc; 
but the imperious ncceflicy of the times was fach> as 
to inducp nnrobei-s to- humour the pcopl e fa far, as. not 
to fay on do any thing that mi^?;t. In any degree, be 
conftrued -as oppofition to. them; ar>d any impariial 
perfon niuft be convinced, on a fair enqu try into tlie 
nature of popular commotion, that it would be impof- 
Able to controul the aclions of a multitude, under 
ftjch circumftances as then exifted in the county of 
Wezibrd : an initated populace becoming maftevs 
of a country, arc ever ungovernable ; and, }ndeed> 
thofe who vaunt moft^ at prefpnt, of BOt having 
yielded to them, were more thsn any oihAs^ 
profttfe in their profcflions> and have gone farther 

than 
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tlixn thofe whom they now tevile in the moft unjuRifit- 
ble manner. Some alfo who were thusinvolvcdj hav- 
ing fled the cotinlry early,, now pretend to allc> why an 
cfcape was not elTcfled by fuch as were not well in- 
clined CO the caufe of the infurgents, if not in confine- * 
nent? Although it may not have been altogether in^ 
poffible, yet it was not irery probable, that any one 
cocld get out of the country without the confent of the 
people, which nruft have been obtained by impofing oa 
them, by the pretence of friendihip, to whom the pcr- 
(bn muft fhortly after have appeared a traitor, (a chta- 
nStv not very unviable, under the moft favourable dr- 
cumfiances) which condti6l would have endangered t3ie 
fafety of his family and friends, if he had any, as wt^It 
as that of his property ; fo that I think it reafonable 
tofuppofc, that thofe who urge this argument, would 
not have attempted an efcape, were they in the place 
of thofe whofc co»dtt6l they fcrutinifc, 

A pitched cap being found In the barrack of Wex- 
ford, and an orange commiflion o'r warrant appointing 
a ferjeant of the North Cork militia to found an orange 
lodge in the town, roufed the people from the utmoft 
tranquillity to the higheft pitch of fury. This quickSjr 
drew together great numbers in the barrack-yard, aad 
their horror of the orange fyftem was fo excised, that 
in thofe emblems they imagined they poirelTcd the moft 
convincing proof of their intended extermination. Af- 
ter a variety of confufcd exclamation againft the pib^ 
nioters, it was refolved to clap the pitched cap oa 
the head of the orange lord, who, the^ faid, had boea 
the introducer of that/yftem in the county of Wexford^ 
Th«|r accordingly .proceeded from the barrack, exhi- 
biting the pitched cap on the top of a pike, difplayin^ 
m the tuac time the orange commi(&on or warranty 

and 
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and were in, dire6<: march, with violent ihouts of cxul-- 
tatioD> to lord Kingfborough's lodging. I was in the 
iiSi of bathing at the time, and hearing the tumultuous 
i»ife> I dreffed quickly and arrived at the houfc along 
"with them* I went up to lord Kingfborough*s rooni 
«nd fought to appeafethe multitude by addreffing them 
ftom the window; but this was not effefled till many, 
of .the principal inhabitants were brought to the fcene 
'«6f tumult ; when one of them> on pretence of look- 
ing at the pitched cap* took and threw it over the quay, 
and the hated emblem being no longer in view, the ' 
frry of the people abated, the orange commiffion or 
warrant was taken from them, and they difperfed ; nor 
was there any thing more heard of the affair until the 
B'ext morning, when the captain of the guard for the 
day, (having every thing previoufly arranged and 
ready, after parade, when all others had retired to 
break faft, and on his own mere authority) took down 
lord Kinglborough and his two officers to the quay, and 
conduced them on board the fhip that had been fitted 
out but condemned, where he provided them with 
abundance of frefh ftraw, and placed a detachment 
of his guard over them. All this was executed with 
ftich hade and precaution, that it was not for fome 
time known to the principal inhabitants. Thefe, how- 
ever* on hearing of the affair, affembled and appealed 
to the people, then colle£^ed to know what was the 
matter. They reprefentcd to them, that as thefe officers 
haJ furrendered on condition of being treated as prifon- 
CIS of war, they ought not to be confined on board a. 
condemned fhip; and the confequcnce was, that two 
boat- loads of butchers were fent on board to examine 
•and infpea the flate of the veffel, on whofe report - 
that (he was not fit for a pig to be confined in, lord 
K:ingflx)rough and his officers were brought back to 

their 
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their former fituation, where they remained nntil the 
furrender of the town ; the veffel was then hauled into 
\be harbour^ while fhe funk within a foot of her deck. 

From the great heat and violence of the people 
againft lord Kingfborough) in confecjuence of reports 
of his cruelty and exertions in floggings and the other 
modes previoufly pra6li(ed for quieting the people, diff» 
fcrcnt parties^ from town and country, .frequently pro* 
ceeded to the houfe where he was confined, with an in- 
tention of putting him to death, but the guards always 
refufing to give him out to them witliout an order> 
and during the delay thus occafioned, providentially for 
his lordfhip, oneor4}ther of the principal inhabitants> 
ofually came up> and by reprefenting the conditions) 
which had been promifed him on furrendering, they 
prevailed on the people to depart, (^onfidering the 
great fury of the people againft lord Kinglborough 
for his previous violent exertions, being reported very 
cruel and fanguinary, his efcape mud be confidered 
really wonderful, if not truly aflonifhing ; and I can 
account for it in no other manner, than that the county 
of Wexford not having been his fcenc of aAion, and 
there exifting no kind of ' communication with any 
other quarter, there could not poflibly be any pofitive 
proof adduced of his aflions, except in a folitary in- 
fiance> which was eafily got over. His lordfhip had 
been, previous to his imprifoiimentj but a very Ihort 
^ time in Wexford, as he left that town in two or three 
^ days after he had marched into it with his regiment. 
But foroe of his officers had obferved a lady^ at a win- 
dow, viewing the troops as they came in, who attrafled 
their particular notice. After dinner, at which the 
bottle' had pretty freely circulated, the recolleflion of 
the fight of this lady had fo far worked oii the minds 
of fomc of the lads, that they propofcd to fally forth 
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«nd cndcavoii? .to obtain a nearer view of her ; inci 
lord KingiboroMgh^ being a young man himfelf^ bd- 
xnoured the frolick> and accompanied them. Not 
gaining admittance howcvef as they expeiied, in the 
military ftile rcfolv6d to ftorm the premifes^ and his 
lordfhip being a taI1> athletic man> raifed one of the 
officers on his flioulders> who was thereby enabled^ 
as the houfe. was low> to get in through a' window ia 
the fccond ftory. The lady's hufband was abfent> and 
herfelf quite alone in the houfe, but on perceiving their 
intentions, (k^ got out by a back-window, and thus 
eluded their deHgn, as well as put an end to any farther 
progrefs in this adventure. Whenjiis lordfhip afterward 
became aprifoner this was quoted as an unfavourable cir- 
cumftance, but it was obviated with Uttle difficulty by an 
argument, (not at all intending to throw the lead re« 
flexion on the lady's chara£ler) which was, that her 
hufband was himfelf a prifoncr with the people, againft 
whom therefore the offence could never have been 
intended, as no attempt of the kind had been made on 
any of their wives or families^ but was an infult offered 
by one whom they called an enemy, to another whom 
they thought cfcferving of the fame appellation. This 
point being thus fettled, and all other accufations 
againft his lordfhip being general, they were the more 
cafily overcome; but had they been particular, the 
event might have been quite otherwife, as the injured 
I perfon or perfons,ibr the moft part, would not liften to 
any kind of reafoning, but obftinately hold out and 
perfevere in their accufations and tomplaints, which 
they fo feelingly imprefTed on the affcmblage of 
people appealed to on fuch occafions, that they ufually 
gained over ^hcir fy nipathetic approbation of the mea- 
fures they propofed, and would thus fucceed againft all 
interccfton. Of this truth I had moft fenfiblc experi- 
ence j 
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cncif; for although I proved, on fcveral occafions, 
providentially inftrumcntal in fkving lives, I was ut- 
tcrly incapable in other inflanccs : particularly, I found 
it totally 6ut of my power, notwithftanding the many 
means I fought, to refcuc my ever to be regretted, dear 
and valuable friend, Mr. Turner, froin the fury of thp 
•people, by whom he had been previoufly very much 
beloved but all his former popularity was eclipfed by 
his having been unfortunately worked up to fet fire to 
feme houfes; and this being well know#to the people 
of the co9ntry, his fafety became an impoffibility. 
Taking the cafes of Mr. Turner and lord Kingfborough 
in any point of view, and confidering my frequent fuc^ 
cefs in preferving the man with whom his misfortune 
alone made me acquainted, whil« my moft earned and 
anxious endeavours to proteft the friend of my bofom 
were fatally inefFeftual, local circum fiances alone can 
explain the confequences. But, how varioufly will 
prejudice and mifreprefentation detail and expatiate on 
fuch intricate faas, according to the feeling, intlination 
or judgment of the narrator, who, if he be npt a fenfible 
, or unbiaffed eye-witnefs, difcriminating and dauntlefs, 
during the period of danger, or difcernlng in feleftion 
of report, will -afterward difplay the thoughts of latent 
' bigotry, wilful perverfion of truth, or the flimfy tif. 
foe of hearfay- information, varied and altered into dif- 
ferent Ihapes of falfehood, according to the feveral dif- 
I pofitionsof the circulators; but ocular evidence muifl 
ever fuperfede the accounts of rumdur, even of ever 
fuch boafted authenticity, when difcrimination may be 
overpowered by terror, t ■ . 

i * * 

The inftirgents in the different camps being in great 

want of gunpowder, without which they could not pro- 

'^c^cd, remained ftationary for feveral days, as the pow- 
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dcr in Wexford was confidcrcd too little for its defence^ 
and different reports \«^crc circulated, that it was to be 
attacked from the Touthern quarter. The demand for 
gunpowder, however, from the camp on Gorey-hill^ 
was fo prcffing, that a barrel of it was fent thither 
from Wexford to enable the infurgents to proceed te 
Arklow, which, on the defeat of colonel Walpolc, had 
been defertcd by the military ; but the inhabitants of 
which, on being left to themfclyes, remained quietly at 
home^ imitallllB the example that had been fet thena 
at Gorcy, before th^ battle of Tubbcrneering, when 
they were forced and overwhelmed into the fyftem of 
the infurre£lion. The Cavan militia was ordered frona 
Dublin to join colonel Walpole's divifion, then under 
general Needham, and they marched into Arklow on 
the 6th of June; diflfercnt other parties of the military 
arrived there on the 7th and 8th, and on the 9th the 
garrifon was confiderably reinforced by the Durham 
fenfibles, who fuffered no fatigue in their way from 
Dublin, }is they had been conveyed in carriages and 
jaunting-cars, preffcd for that purpofe ; the wholc^orce 
in Arklow, amounted all together to fixtecn hundred 
men* The infurgents had marched from Gorey-fiill 
to Coolgreny, where arranging their mode of attack9 
they proceeded in two great columns, one toward the 
fidiery on the fea-fide, and the other taward the upper- 
end of the town, the at^ck being to be made on both 
ends of the town at once. The military, having full no- 
tice of the approach, were very advantageoufly pofled> 
without which they could not have refifted the im- 
petuous attack made upon them ; however they were 
obliged to retire fomewhat from their original poHtions. 
In a violent effort to gala |be upper-end of the town» 
the rev« Michael Murphy> who led on the inrurgenta 
at that (ide>fell, and this flopped the progrefs and pre- 
vented the fuccefs of tke attempt. Yarioufly did the 

fortune 
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fortune of the day feem to incline ; It is neccflarf 
however to mention that rumourj of a retreat of the 
troops were circulated^ and th^ orders were giveii# 
and feeming preparations made for that purpofe ; but 
this fiill appears a difputed point> and as the proverb 
faasnt> « all is well that ends well.' The infurgcnts» 
after having difplayed fingular bravery, courage aiid 
intrepidity, as long as their ^mmnnitton laded, retreated 
when that was expended* to their former pofiiion at 
Gorey ; and thus ended the battlej^ift the very mo* 
ment that it is alleged jthe army had determined to re« 
^reat ; and moft undoubtedly my information warrants 
% sue to mention that fonie of the miHtary had already 
retreated; and I cannot pofitively fay they might not 
have good authority for their conduft. Although the 
Tcv. Mr.K5ordon had documents from under the hand 
of a diftinguiihed officer, colonel Bainbridgc, that fuf- 
fidently warrants the aflVytion; it was however, gener- 
ally cliSDlated by many that were in the aSion; and a$# 
upon the whole, I woald not readily admit heariay 
evidence, but on the cleareft convi(Sion of the truth* 
yet I think my account would he deficient, if I omitted 
to mention an important fa6^, and upon which fo much 
ftreis is laid, as related by Mr« Gordon, 

^' Many inftances might be giyen of men, ifho at 
♦* the hazard of their own livci, concealed and main* / 
^^ tained loyalids until the ftorm palTed away; on the 
** other hand many might be given of cruelties com* 
• «< mitted by perfons not natives of Ireland ; I fliall 
*' mention only one ad, not of what I ihall call 
<« cruelty, fince no pain was inflicted, but ferocity not 
♦« calculated to foften the rancour of the inftirgents: 
<« feme foldiers of the ancient Britilh regiment cut 
<< open the dead body of father Michael Murphy, after 

€^ the 
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•* the battle of Arklow, took out his heart, roafted hts 
•* body, and oiled their boots with the greafe which 
^ df ipped from it**!'^l^i'- George Taylor in bis hiftori* 
cal account of the Wexfordian rebellion, (page 1 36) fays, 
« Lord MoHntnorris and fome of his troop, in vicw- 
^< ing the feene of a<Stion, found the body of the )pcr- 
J* fidious prieft Murphy, who fo much deceired him 
^ and the country^ Being exafperated, his lordihip 
^^ ordered the head to be flnick off, and his body to be 
^ thrown int^|||tioufe that was borning, ^xclaiming^ 
«« lit hifi body go Mahere his foul is.*' I hope th|t tho 
^ writer was milinformed, and that "the noble earU 
** remarkable for his liberality to ro|naniftsi* was dq| * 
«* the author of this aA**" 

The only time I was ever in company with the prieft 
jaft mentioned, certainly was at lord Mounti|t>rris*a 
Boiife, 10 I797> when his lordffiifl^was engag^in the 
plan of procuring (ignatures of loyalty frbo^P^e ca- 
tholics; and I uhderfiand that this pried greatly con- 
tributed to the fuccefs of that undertaking, which was 
afterwards much refleSed on, and from the afperfions 
that were thrown out, it was, probably, that his lord- 
(hip was induced, by this coup de main, to prove te 
the wprld that he had not, though he was fuppofed 
to have been, a frieqd to catholics. — Such tranfaSrons 
as took place on this occafion, it mufi be obferved, are 
the more lamentable, not only as they of themfelves 
ferve to keep up animofity, but much more fo when 
they are, not to fay connived at, but even encouraged 
by perfons of the higheft rank; while all perfonsof 
humanity, but even a degree above the loweft vulgar^ 
and even the humane of thefe, (for they are far from 
being in general dellitute of the principle in Ireland,) 

and 
5 See Gordon*! hiftorj of the rebcHioay pagu tu, ti)* 
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and tfpccWlly all who have received apy degree of edu- 
cation> (hould fet their faces againft fuch pitiful a£ls 
of ferocious cruelly^ as would difgrace the vikft 
(avages. ' 

While I am on the fub^cft of the rev, Michael Mui^ 
phy's death> I mud beg leave to exprefs the opinion I 
have adopted^ in conjun£lion with the mod fenfible 
and rational men that I have converfed with on the 
fubje£l> refpcfling the priefis who were aflive in the 
infurreSiom — When clergymen fo farJ|Ket their duty 
as to take up arms^ fo contrary to 1^ fpirit of the 
gofpeh they b^ome moft dangerous men; and the 
fooncr fuch are cut off by any fatal cataftrophe, the 
bettet. The duty of a clergyman is to preach peace 
and charity towards 4II mankind : when his conduct 
deviates from thjf. he ails inconfiftcnt with the prp- 
fefBon he has entered into* Why throw off the meek 
garb of peace for th^ horrid habiliments of war?— - 
Under ^^ poilible circumftances ought a clergyman 
to be in^umental to the death of any p^rfon^ except 
in the mod urgent necel&ty of felf-defence : — when- 
ever elfe betakes up arms> he becomes a traitor tothe 
gofpel of chrid ; and although treafoii mays on par- 
ticular occafions^ be confidered ufefuU yet a traitor to 
any caufe never can. be regarded* even by th.o(e for 
whom he exerts himfelf. Bcfidcsthe interference of cler- 
gymen encouraging any kind of diifey but particularly 
warfare^ mud be confidered highly culpable* and defcrv- 
ing of a fatal end. Not one of the pricds who took 
up arms in the county of Wexford, efcaped a violent 
and fudden death, clearly indicating a providential 
fate; and although they were not all, at the tim<i 
under fufpenfion or ecclcfiaftical cenfure, yet under 
one fo nearly allied to it, as to prevent any of thea 
. / from 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




%9^ rNSURRECTTON OF THK 

feom having arrived to the fituation of a parifh prieff:. 
It is but common jufiice that thofe alone fhould bear 
the difgrace of reprobation who afluajly deferved 
, k, and that the grq?it body of the catholic clcrgjr 
fhould be tefcued from ccnfure, as they were free fron» 
. Wamc. The mifcondufl of a few' individuals fhould 
not involve the good charafler of the many* and it 
jnuft be recolle<aed that, even among the twelve apof- 
lles> there was a traitor. The condu£l of the romaa 
catholic clergy of the <:ounty of Wexford, however 
mnjuftly reviyj^ was, during the infurreflion there* 
guided by th^rue diSates and principles of chrif- 
tianity, really exemplary and merieorious. They 
comforted the affliSed with all the zeal and warmth of 
ehriftian charity, and in the moft n7ing and critical 
period, praflifcd every deed tliat muft be confidercd 
benevolent, by every liberal and .enlightened man* 
whatever brawlers of loyalty may aflert to the con- 
trary; endeavouring, with indifcriminating abufe, to 
brand their condu6l in general with the ftftin of in- 
famy. They, by every poffible means, fought to afibrd 
every affiftance and proteSion in their power, to thofe 
who flood in need of it-; but their influence was greatly 
diminifhed by not following the example of the mili- 
tant priefls, who flrove to attain an elevation and 
fuperiority over their brethren in this way, which thejr 
could not otherwife accomplifh.— If I may be allowed 
the cxpreffion, the conduct of the fighting priefts was 
truly amphibious. For while they caft off the cha- 
raflcr of priefts, and took up that of foldiers, they 
ftill wifhed to maintain an afcendancy, even in their 
new ftations, by reaffuming the prieft whenever it 
anfwcred the purpofe of fuperiority, the paffion for 
which was greatly augmented by indulgence in drink^ 

ing* 
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ing ; and notwithftanding all this> they were confpn 
cuous for. courage and humanity* 

The encampment at SHeye-kielter was transferred 
from thence to Lacken-bill> within a mile of the town 
of Rofs; and ahhough Mn Harvey had manifefted 
courage^ and had formed an excellent plan for the 
attack of that town> which failed of fuccefs only by 
not following his diredions ; yet no confideration pre-* 
vented his condudt from being faultec^And he there* 
fore leaving the commahd to the reverend Philip 
Roche> whofe boifterous conduct pleafed the multitude 
better, returned to Wexford* 

The foldiery ftationed at Newtown-Barry made 
feveral excuiiions, and in the courfe of their progrefs# 
fome miles from the town? they ftiot every man they 
mtti however unarmed and unofFending, and plundered 
and burned feveral houfes. The infurgents on 
Vinegar- hill, irritated by thefe exceffes, followed the 
example, and, day after day, made excurlions from 
their camp to counteraft the military,; but however 
it fo happened, that they did not fall in with each 
other, as they proceeded on different fides of the 
Slaney, which prevented their meeting, although their 
depredations were in fight of each other ; and while 
the one party was burning and dedroying what they 
confidered enemy's property, in one quarter, the other, 
aSuated by revenge, was committing like devaftation 
Jn another; and it would feem as if by preconcertion, 
that both moved in different direeVions on every parti- 
cular day of excurfion ; fo that the only warfare be- 
tween them was an apparent fiiif^, who fhould caufe 
the greateft defolation, or x^ho fhould appear moft 
B b •agei 
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eager t6 d^ftroy What was fpared by the bther, fo that 
the ftatc of the countiy was truly lamentable. 

There ^^rc but few gtinfmen belonging to the fta- 
tionary camp at V inegar-hilU and an attack on that 
poft being' apprehended, one hundred and thirty gunf-* 
iatn were fent thither from Wexfordi under the com- 
mand 6f captain Murphy. Thefe men had not ex- 
|>erienced any of the perfecutions praflifed previous 
to the infurr^on, and were confequently untainted 
ivlth the rancorous fpirit of revenge which they pro- 
duced in other quarters. In fliort they were remark- 
able for regularity of conduft, and they prevented $l 
continuation of the cruel afts that had been hitherto per- 
f^etrated there ; for being fhocked on the morning of 
the loth of June> which was the next after their ar- 
lival, by feeing a man put to death, the Wexford men 
would not witnefs fuch another fcene, and they de- 
clared they Would not {Permit another inftance of the 
kind while they remained; and their humane example 
fhamed the mod refradory, whom they awed into 
order, fo that not another perfon fufFered on Vinegar- 
hill thenceforward until the 'zoth; and therefore thii 
important truth completely contradicts the greatly 
exaggerated accounts of daily vi6lims, and the ag« 
gravated ilatements etroneoufly propagated of wicked 
atrocities committed there; and however lamcntabU, 
ft is that many perfons were facrificed to popular fury, 
yet it is fomewhat confoling to be undeceived that half 
the numbers dated could not have fuffered. I do not 
by any means intend to exculpate the atrocities com- 
mitted on Vinegar-hill, as a fad catalogue of fufFercrS 
could be enumerated, but fuch mifreprefentation has 
taken place, that I fliould confider myfclf deficient in 
thdtaflc I have undertaken! did I not take every oppor- 
tunity 
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tuniiy of declaring hAs as they occurred, however I 
lament the exiftence of the dreadful effeSs of popular 
fuiy. Any deviation from truth in fiating fuch 
jfcgregious enormities can take place only with a view 
to keep alive thofe prejudices, which it is fo much the 
* intereft of every true lover of his country to fupprefs ; 
. and to learti the teal ftate of occurrences will be the 
beft poi&ble means of inducing coiitending parties to 
forgive and forget the paft, and tq cheriih harmony iq 
future. I muft obferve refpe6ling thofe lifts, denomi- 
nated authentic, of perfons faid to be p^t to death in 
particular places, that it is neceflary to be intimately 
and perfedly acquainted with the country and its in- 
habitants, to be able to difcover that feveral individuals 
are multiplied in the account of their deaths, as the 
lame perfon is pnentioned particularly and generally^ 
in one place by one^ and in quite a different fituation 
by another; and thus are narrators impofed on, not 
being fo circumftanced as to be able to fele£l truth from 
falfehood ; for it by no means conges within the pro- 
vince of learning to (ift and unravel the many confuted 
flories of feveral persons, each yarying the account of 
the fame deed ; .which though in hSi but one occur- 
rence, yet might be miftaken for feparate tranfadionsj 
as no feature of coincidence is fo difcernible in the 
fevergl relations of the fame thing, as to exhibit the 
real and uniform pid^ure. I have undertaken this nar- 
rative, with many fads of which I am unfortunately 
but too well acquainted, fron^ no other idea but a 
wifh to reconcile my countrymen, and not to let mifre- 
prefentation or falfehood pafs to pofterity ; which muft 
otherwife, perhaps, be as piuch impofed on, as thofe 
who have hitherto written op the fubjcft, when it 
would be utterly impoffible to obviate mifreprefenta<» 
tion ; and I #rite as much for the information of 
B b z thofe 
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thofe who have been already led aftray, as for th« 
public at large ; and fliall be happy to elucidate any 
particular that may not appear fufficiently explained^ to 
convince them that I advance nothing for which I have 
not undeniable authority, Independent of toy perfonal 
and local knowledge of the principal events ; and if 
they feel the candour they profefs, I truft they will 
do me credit for wifliing to fct them right? when they ap- 
peal to the public for information and correftion,of any 
errors that might poffibly have crept into their works* 

On the lothof Junean attack was made by fome 
gun^boats on Fethard> where after deftroying all 
the boats moftly belonging to poor fifhermen, the 
crews fet fire to and burned many houfes. This occur- 
rence, with feveral fhips, feemingly of war, being feen 
off the coaft, renewed the former opinion, that a land- 
ing and attack were intended in the fouthern part of 
the county. Small camps of pbfervation were thierefore 
inftituted at Game and Raftoonftown, to be attended 
by all the married men of the neighbourhood* they 
being fuppofed to prove more watchful for the protec- 
tion of their wives and families, by obviating fudden 
emergency ; while all the batchelors, fit for aflual 
fervice were ordered to attend at Lacken-hill. In Wex- 
ford, attempts were made to manufaflure gunpowder, 
to fupply the fcarcity of that article, which, however, 
did not fucceed, for though it would explode, yet it 
was with little or no force. The weather continued 
- Temarkably fine and ferene, a circumftance very fa- 
vourable to the infurgents' mode of warfare, as they 
had fcarcely any covering but a few booths or tents 
not fufficient to contain eveii their officers, fo that the 
camps were not much encumbered with equipage and 
cnly requiring the choice of a field, and fliould one 
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fret prove ample endugh for their iramberss the adjoin- 
ing enclofures were occupied in fufBcient extent to con- 
tain them in the open air. 

Sir Thomas Efmondey baronet^ and Mr« Laurence 
Doyle> officers in the Caftletown yeoman cavalry, could 
not efcape the general fufpicion entertained againft ca- 
tholicS) and although they were known to have per- 
formed their duty at the battle of Arklow> yet this did 
not prote6l them from a moft contumelious and pubh'c 
arreft on the 12th of June, at Arklow, whence they 
were conduced, under a guard, to Dublin, where they 
continued fome days in confinement, and were then li- 
berated without the fiiadow of a charge being brouglit 
againft them. The nnpolicy of thjs and the like tranf- 
adions, in fuch critical times, is fo flagrant, that it is a« 
ftonifhing to think they (hould be permitted to be ptac- 
tifed ; thus exafperating the feelings of any religious 
der<fription, without more cogent reafon than fufpicion* 
was the occafion of many loyal catholics not joining 
the army, as they were apprehenfive that death xnighl 
be the confequence of their being fufpedled. 

As the infurgcnts had not a fuSBciency of gunpowder 
to undertake any new attack, they remained inaflivc 
in their feveral encampments for fome days ; but in or- 
der to obtain a fupply of that article, it was refolved 
, to make an attack on Borris, the feat of Mr. Kavanagh, 
in the county of Carlow, where, it was fuppofed, lay a 
gre&t quantity o[ arms and ammunition. A detach- 
ment accordingly proceeded from the camp on Vine- 
gar-hill to that on Lacken-hill, where, receiving re- 
inforcement, the united party moved forward to the 
attack of Borris, where they arrived after a night's 
march, early on the morning of the i:;th. The ca- 
valry 
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▼airy flalioned there fled on the approach of the in* 
.Xcirgeots, bm a party of the Donegal! militia, who had 
taken up their quarters in the hpufe defended it with 
great bravery, keeping up a conftant fire from the up- 
per windows, and lofing hut one man in the courfe of 
the €onteft» The cannon the infurgents had brought 
with them was too fmall to have any effcft on the 
caftle, as the only- ball, difcharged by one of them, re- 
bounded from the wall, and an attack by mufketry» 
Was of courfe confidered inefFeiHual. As no hopes 
then remained of taking the manfion by aflault or bat- 
tery, confidering the ftrength and thickncfs of the 
walU and that the lower windows were alfo lately 
Imilt up with flrong mafon-work, the alTailants fet the 
€«rter-officc3 on fire, in hopes of forcing the garrifon to 
» diflodge themfelves for their protection ; but this ma- 
soeavre proving inefle£tual, and the infurgents having 
expended all their ammunition in ufelefs efforts, and 
iaving burnt fome houfesin the village, returned to the 
feveral encampments from which they had be<n detacV 
cd in the county of We^tford^ 

f 
The encampment on Gorcy-hill had, by this tiine 
jcmoved to Limerick- hill, and the army, which was 
BOW daily reinforced, made frequent fallies from 
their feveral Qations and committed the mod violent 
exceffes, putting to death every man who came in their 
way, whether by accident or otherwife^ nor were^thc 
infurgents backward in retaliation ; fo that the fituation 
of fuch as were placed between the contending parties 
was truly pitiable ; being uncertain for an inftant of 
the fafety of their lives or properties^ and equally fub- 
j€& to military and popular violence and devaflation* 
Several ftrong reports had now prevailed throughout 
the county of Wexford, that the moft defperate atroci- 
ties had been committed by the foldiery in their differ- 
ent 
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cnt quarters, and this roufcd the already irritated pafli- 
onsof the people to revenge, fo as to be produdlive of 
mzny lamentable ads of outrage, ever attendant on 
Civil commotion, and keeping alive thofe melancholy 
difcords which never occur, in modern times, between 
Separate and indrpendant nations at war ; and which 
all enlightened and humane people fo ftrongly deteft 
tnd reprobate. Repoits of thefe enormities very much 
alarmed the minds of the prifoners in Wexford, as they 
flrongly apprehended it might produce an aheration in 
lh€ conduft of the inhabitants toward them. A pe- 
tition to government, from thofe confined in the gaol. 
Was accordingly drawn up expreffive of the danger of 
their Gtuation, fliould the people be prompted to reta- 
liation upon than, by the conduft of the troops to- 
ward fach of the populace or their friends as might 
fall into their hands; and on this occafion, the officers 
^ho were prifoners in Wexford appeared more alarmed 
than the others there in confinement* They accord- 
ingly communicated tp me their apprehenfions and 
wiflies, and propofed flriking out fome mod« of putting 
a ftop to the violences, which, they very naturalljr 
feared, might foon involve their inevitable deftru£tion« 
Lord Kingfborough was for propofing an exchange of, 
prifoners as the beft method of allaying the prevailing 
alarms, and of fuppreffing the heat and violence of th^ 
people, now roufed to the higheft pitch of fury, an<J 
breathing nothing but revenge. Indeed, from the cri- 
tical ftate of the country, and the people in gcnerU 
abiding no controul, it was difficult to devife what could 
be beft attempted to avert the fate that fceraed to im- 
pend ove? every perfon of any di{lin£tion, having the 
misfortune of being then in the county of Wexford* 
while all the chiefs throughout the feveral encamp- 
Bients moll feelingly lamented the great cliforders prc- 

yailing* 
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tailing, and in conjun6lion with every individual oftite 
Icaft refpc£lability, nioft ftrongly reprobated the cruel* 
tics and exceffes that were perpetrated. So violent was 
the fpirit of retaliation and vengeance, which ftemed 
to afluate the whole mafs of the people, that every 
danger was to be apprehended from it, unlefs fome 
neans vfrere taken to allay the exifting ferment. On 
the 1 3th of June feveral perfons from the different 
encampments, led by the moft benevolent motives^ 
ss if by preconcerted agreement, waited on the com- 
mander in chief, in Wexford, to confult on the bed 
mode of keeping the unruly rabble in fome orders 
over whom they declared they had not, (as indeed they 
©ever had) any kind of controul ; and they now ex- 
preffed their fears, that the beft difpofed of the men* 
who had been hitherto diftinguiflied for good conduft 
and humanity, might be induced, by the prevailing 
rage, to commit afls of which they had yet been fo 
far from guilty, that they gave them the raoft ftrenuous 
oppoHtion. The abomination of Scullabogue had ex- 
cited fuch general horror^ that it became a material 
objeil of confideration on this occafion, when it was 
refolved to inftitute an enquiry for the purpofe of pu- 
nifhing in the mol^ exemplary manner the perpetrators 
of this infernal tranfa£lion ! ! ! the exifting ftate of 
the country prevented the accompliftiment of fo defira- 
ble an objeft, A favourable circumftance occurred at 
this time, which led to a hope that conciliation might 
be attempted with fome probability of fuccefs. A 
meffage was fent to a prifon-fliip, in the harbour of 
Dublin, ofFering liberty to any one who would under- 
take to go to Wexford with letters for lord Kinglbo- 
Tough. Accordingly a man of the name of Joha 
Tunks undertook the talk, and, being provided with all 
the neceflary paffes, he anrived fafc at Limerick-hill 
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cftmp^ whence he was fcnt with fomc principal perfons 
to the commander in chief in Wexford. He immedi- 
ately affen)bjcd thofe he thought bed able to advife 
kira how to proceed, and it was confidcred fortunate 
that many refpcflable perfons from the country were 
then in the town, aU of whom approved of endeavour- 
ing to forward the fentiments of the prifoners along with 
lord KinglboT^ough*s anfwer, but how to reconcile the 
peopU to the meafure, witjiout which nothing effec- 
tual could be done, was the difficulty. The committees 
in Wcj^ford, as various bufinefs and orders had. been 
preffed on them, from lime to time, not at all within the 
fcope of their intentions, upon undertaking that arduous 
duty, were not confidcred likely, in the prefent infl'ance, 
to a£l with effeft, particularly as their numbers had been 
«ncrea(ed on the augmentation of bufinefs, and this too 
by.thc acceffion of low perfons who might procraftinate 
the proceedings for immediate remedy. Accordingly 
thofe who had been in confultation with the comman- 
der in chief proceeded along with, him to the houfc 
wherein the different committees ufually met, and here 
eight perfons, confidcred the mod capable of applying 
a fpcedy and effeflual remedy to rhe exifting evil, were 
appointed, and the body fo felefled denominated '* the 
<< council appointed to manage the affairs of the people 
" of the county of Wexford^" of which Mr. Harvey 
was chofen prefident. This plan was to be communi- 
cated to the different camps, and fuch of the perfons 
as might not be approved of by the people were to be 
removed and replaced by others. This arrangement 
met with the heartfelt ^probation of all the prifonersi 
efpecially as the council immediately proceeded to 
, forward the very plan they themfelves had previoufly 
intended to put in operation. It was thought neceffary 
alfo to confine the mcffenger Tunks in the gaol, as he was 
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very talkative* pantcularly with rcfpcS to lord Kingf- 
borough's conda£l in Dabl!n» to fome parts of which^ 
lie raid> he had been an eye^wltnefs. His manner and 
(lories* if left at liberty* might inflame the minds of 
the people, whom, at the time, it was fo neceflary 
not to provoke, but by every poflible means to conci- 
liate. 

Captain M^Manns, being deputed by the prifoners itt 
ihe gaol, was condttflcd to confult with lord Kingfbo^ 
rough, who accordingly wrote a letter to the lord lieir- 
tenant, in the name of all the prifoners, (among whom 
there w'ere thirteen officers, befides fevcral yeomanry ' 
officers and principal gentlemen of the county,) inti- 
mating their great danger, but that they had hitherto, 
been well treated, and, in every lefped, as prifoner% 
of. war, and therefore hoping .that the prifoners taken 
by the army might meet the like good treatment with 
them, for that otberwife they feared reprifals might be 
made and their deft ruflion prove inevitable. This let» 
ter, along with any others that the officers chofe to fend 
to their friends, was to be fj)rwarded Xo the next com*- 
manding officer of the army, and the meflenger was to 
return with ari anfwer with all convenient fpeed. Lieu* 
tenant Bourkc of the North Cork militia was appoint- 
ed to carry the remainder of this fcheme into execu- 
jtion, andaccordingly^nthe evening of the 14th day of 
June, he fet out from Wexford, accompanied by Mr. 
Carty to Ennifcorthy, and part of the way by captain 
Dixon* who, at Wexford, feemingly acquiefced in the 
bufinefs ; yet fucb was his duplicity, that he gallopped 
pn before the others to Ennifcorthy, where by mifchiev- 
ous reprcfentations and deceitful contrivances, he fo 
wrought upon the people as to induce them not to fuf- 
fer ihe letters to be forwarded ; and fuch was his ia- 
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fticnce, that not only lieutenant Bourke was in immi^ 
acnt danger, but even Mr. Carty ran great rifque in 
©ppofing his villainous machinations; but after being 
laffled in their laudable intentions, they were, after 
great hazard, permitted to return in fafety, the next 
4dy\ to Wexford. 

As It was now found that no negotiation could be 
tntered into without the exprefs concurrence of the 
people; with a view of making conciliation more 
attainable, it was deemed expedient to bind them 
as much aspoffible, to abide the controul of their com- 
■janders; and as numbers of them had never been 
fworn united- Irifhmen, the principles of brotherhood 
contained in their oalh were gonfidered by many of 
the principal prifodcrs excellent means of reftraint, it 
was therefor^ thought a prudent meafure to adopt it 
generally, and thereby imprefs on the minds of the 
people, the orderly and focial intercourfe that fliould 
iubiift between all thofe fworn in the fame caufe, and 
the moral obligation of obeying their commanders; 
and it was imagined the oath itfelf would curb many 
fron> adling licentioufly. The meafure was accordingly 
adopted, and oathswerealfo formed, wiihthe fame bene- 
volent intentions, and equally approved of,' to be taken 
by alloflBcers and privates, and by all the people in the 
moft folemn manner, and copies of them were printed 
and circulated through tl\c county*, 

Confidering the defencekfs ftateof the country, and 

the exifting circumftances of the day, the fituation of 

the newly appointed council, was far from enviable. 

It became their duty to endeavour to atert the tremen* 

Ccz doufly 

f See Appendix, No. 9, 
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doufly impendiog fate> which threatened the conntrjr 
vith ineviuble de(lruSk>n> and to exert themfelres to 
the utmoft of their power to conceit fuch mcafares as 
would appear moft likely to prove effedual. At fuch 
a critical peripd> their undertaking the arduous taik 
inuft be confidered as diftated by the pureft fenti- 
mentsof philanthropy; as what other poflible motiTC 
COUI4 induce any one of them to place himfelf in fuch 
a perilous (ituationi at a time that it was well known 
to every man of rational obfervation* that the efforts 
of the infurgents would not be attended with final fuc- 
cefs?— 'They had indeed undertaken a moft difficult 
talk, although they have not efcaped the cenfure of 
partizans of all fides, who while they venture to ex- 
' prefs prejudiced opinions, have no conception of the 
then exifting general ftate of the county of Wexford. 
In fliort, the council w6re placed in as embarraffing 
a predicament as can well be imagined, feemingly at 
the head of a refractory outrageous populace, whom 
they anxiouily fought to refcue from deftru£iion, while 
thefe moftly counteraiSled their beft and moft beneyo* 
lent intentions. However when called on, at this 
dangerous jun6lure, as confidered capable of applying 
a remedy to the enormous evil, all petty confiderations 
vanifhed, and they undertook to meet the difficulty 
with firmnefs and refolution ; and when fuch urgent 
neceffity exifted, any man ihould be deemed an enemy 
to the human race, who would refufe to contribute all 
his might toward the falvation of his countrymen. 
According to the nature of the exifting evil, fo fhould 
be that of thecounterafling meafures.-^From this con- 
fideration the council did not think it right, for the pre-' 
fervation of the people, to declare, or even in the 
fmalLeft degree to allow their dcfencelefs ftate. On 
the contrary it was confidered ncceffary, along with 
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the endeavour to encourage general union and har- 
mony, to appear to be, as much as poflible, able and 
determined to adopt the moft firm and decifive mea- 
fures, with the view of obtaining the more favourable 
conditions for the people. 

The critical fituation of the council, as far as it xe- 
garded the management of the people themfelves, may 
be well exemplified by the following occurrence. The 
town of Wexford, being in a ftate of the utmoft tran- 
quillity, was all at Qn<ce thrown into the moft violent 
confufion and alarm, by a great cavalcade coming into 
it, oyer the bridge, preceded by captain Dixon and hig 
wife* who rode through the ftreets, while he with 
gefture and expreffion the moft outrageous, exhibited 
a fire-fcreen, ornamented with various emblematical 
figures reprefeniing feme heathen gods, and witli 
orange bordering, fringe and taffels, which he repre- 
sented as the infignia of an orange lodge, and the 
figures he tremendoufljr announced as the reprefenta- 
fions of the tortures which the catholics were to fui^ 
from Orangemen ; calling on the people to take lignal 
vengeance, as he produced to them, he faid, the difco^^ 
very of the whole plot, found at Artramont, the feat 
of colonel Lehunte. It is impoifible to defcribe the 
fury of the people on thitj occafion, roufed to the 
moft violent pitch in an inftant, and only to be ac^ 
counted for on the principle of their fuppofition or 
rather perfuafion of their intended extermination* 
which the fight of any thing orange awakened in the 
moft fenfitive manner, fimiiarly to what has been be* 
fore related concerning the orange warrant or comm^f- 
fion, and pitched cap difcovered in the barracks of 
Wexford. — When captain Dixon had, by this infernal 
wd tomultuoua coiidu6lp aflcmbled aUuoft ^1 the in* 

^abiunU 



Digitized by 



Googk 



198 TirSVRRECTIOIf OF TH< 

habitants of tbe town> (whofe phrenfy^ on feeing the 
orange ornaments^ and hearing his affertions mod 
defjperately rociferated, it is impoffible to dcfcribe,) he 
proceeded dhe&lj to the houfe wherein colonel Lc- 
liQnte lodgedi dragged him ont and marched himdovnt 
to the gaoI> amidft a furious and enraged mobj b^ 
wliom it is wonderful that his life was fpared at th^ 
inftant* * 

The principal inhabitants immediately aifembleds 
ftnd YCTj narrowly efcaped being all put to death ; for 
as they met in the committee-houfey oppofite which 
the mob had collefied> a common ruffian bad the 
msdacity to oome in and fire a fhot amidfl them alU 
«nd aflually arrcftcd one of the touncil, which fo pro- 
voked a gentleman prefentj who happened to have his 
vilIoIs about him> that he cocked one of them and was 
yeady to fhoot the fellow, but was fortuaately pre- 
tented; fori Tcrily belieYe> had the ruffian been fhot, 
the deftruflion of every oAe in the houfe would have 
been' the inevitable confequencc. The populace at 
length permitted fomc gentlemen to addrefs them 
from the windows, and it was a confiderable time be- 
fore they were able to perfuade them that all their fury 
and madnefs had proceeded from the exhibition of a 
firc-fcreen, on which were rcprefented fome heathea 
gods, and which formed part of the ornaments of a 
loom furnifhed three years before, with orange bor- 
derings and trimmings, then confidered the mo(t fafhioa^ 
able colour. 

On the 16th, the infurgents fet out from their en- 
campment at Limerick-hill to Carnew, where meeting 
with no force to interrupt their career, they proceeded 
as far as Tinehaly, here they had fmart ikirmifhing 
witb the lumy, from whom they took a great number 

of 



/ 

Digitized by 



Googk 



COUNTY OF WEXFORD. I^^ 

of cattlcj which they drove on before them^ and en- 
camped that night at Mount-pleafant, On their quit- 
ting Limerick-hill, in the morning, the prifoncrs 
who were confined in Gorejr were thence brought to 
Vinegar-hill, from which they were conveyed under 
a ftrong ^fcort, and lodged in the gaol of Wexford. 
The difpofition of the inhabitants of this town, in not 
permitting any of the prifoners there confined to be 
brought out of the gaol, where they were confidered 
in perfeft fafety, was well known, as many refufals 
had been made to demands of the kind from the 
country, when it was apprehended the intention was 
not to fet them at liberty, but to put them to death ; 
in the prefent inftance therefore the ftrong efcortj 
which confided of Ennifcorthy men, gave no intioift* 
tion of any defign until they got pofieffion of the gaoU 
while delivering the prifoners they had brought with 
them ; but then overpowering the guards^ they forced 
away with them four men, who had been very ob- 
noxious to the people, and with them quitted the town 
immediately, in order to afford no timesto refcue the 
ui^fortunateviflims from them. The four devoted 
men were taken to the cainp on Vinegar-hill, where 
they were the next morning put to death, the Wexford 
gunfinen having returned home on the evening beforei 
for during their ftay in the camp only one man fuffered, 
foon after their arrival, and they would by no means 
allow the repetition of fuch another deed, as has been 
before obfcrved. 

On the 1 6th feveral people from the neighbourhood 
of Gorey formed a fmall encampment on Aflc-bill, be- 
tween Gorey and Arklow, from which lad- mentioned 
town, fince the battle fought there, the troops iffued 
with peculiar caution. On this dav, hoyevcr; a troop 
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of yeomen cavalry had the fortitude to advance to- 
ward the little camp of the infurgcnts. This was, at 
the time, very inconfiderablc as to numbers, having 
BO more than about one hundred men equipped or 
firforaftion, the reft having either difperfed or pro- 
ceeded to Vinegar-hill ; and even half the remaining 
Bomber precipitately fled at the approach of the cavalry; 
while the other half, armed with pikes only, ftrippcd 
to their fhirts, to be un-encumbered in exertion, and 
rm in full fpeed to meet the yeomen ; but thefe avoided 
the encounter and cxpeditioufly retreated to Arklow. 
The infurgents then retired from Alk-hill, and moved 
into the country between Oulard and Wexford, and 
were diftributed through the different houfes in that^ 
Bcighbourhood. 

On Sunday the 17th of June a detachment of four 
iiondred men, fent out from the camp oa Vinegar-hilf# 
iaitcd in Ferns until break.of-day, when, thus early 
ctt Monday the 1 8th they marched forward with an 
intention of ftorming Newtown-Barry; but meeting 
mt Camolin, the infurgents, who had now quitted their 
ftation at Mount plcafant, they altered their route and 
TCturned to Vinegar- hill, while the main body of the 
others preceded to Carrigrew, whence they alfo 
jBOved on the next day to Vinegar- hill. 

Early on Uic I9|th, the encampment on Lackcn-hill 
was furprifed by a military force that came out from 
Rofs ; and the infurgents, provided with little or no am* 
munition, and not apprehending an attack, were nearly 
furrounded before they were aware of their fituation* 
They were alfo but few in number, for although vaft 
multitudes appeared in their encampments in the day* 
time, yet they were almoft deferted during the nighty 

as 
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as all pcrfonstook the liberty of going and coming as 
they pleafed But notwithftanding this and the fuddcn 
emergency, they eiFefled a good retreat to the Three- 
rocks, without the lofs of a man. This was contrived 
in a mafterly manner, by the addrefs of their com- 
mander, the rev. Philip Roche, who, beihg roufed 
from his bed by the general alarm, ordered the foot 
dire<31y to retreat, and having collefled immediately 
round himthe few horfemen that could be got toge- 
thrt*, caufed them to feize on feveral banneis, and 
keep waving them at difFereol diftances, as it were in 
defiance, fo as to intimidate the troops from making a 
fudden onfet, and when he knew that his foot were at 
a fafe diftance, he and his few horfemen gallopped after . 
them, fo that by this contrivance, that might do honour 
to an ejcperienced general, he completely baffled the mi- 
litary, brought off his whole force entire, and was , 
himfelf the laft in quitting the hill. 

General difpofitions were now made to attack the 
infurgents on all fides, and the feveral divifions of the 
army had orders from lieutenant-general Lake to pro- 
ceed in different direflions for that purpofe. They 
were all to move toward the important poft of Vinegar- 
hill, occupied by the permanent * encampment of the 
infurgents, fince the 518th of May, on the taking cff 
Ennifcorthy. Purfuant to the plan of a general alTault, 
lieutenant gen. Dundas proceeded ot\ the i8thofJune 
from Baltinglafs to Hacket's-town, whence he was to 
proceed, in conjunflion with major-gen, Loftus, who 
was to join him from Tullow, with the forces under 
his command, to move forward ro attack the infur- 
gents pofted on Mount- pleafant. Thefe feemed willing 
enough to engage, but the troops were prevented from 
coming to aflion here', by other orders from lieut. ge-« 
D d ncral 
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ncral Lake, ^ho thought it more prudent to wait the 
afiiftance and co-operation of his whole force combinedi 
than to rifk a partial engagement which might thwart 
or impede his general plan of operations. Major- 
gcneral Necdham, who commanded in Arklow, moT- 
ed on the »9th to Gorey, and on the next day encamped 
on Oulard-hill, whence he was to proceed to Ennif* 
corthy. Greater devaftation was perceivable from Ark- 
low to Oulard, than in any other part of the country. 
On the 19th, major-generals Johnfton and £uftace> af- 
ter obliging the infurgents poftcdon Lacken-hill ha(!i- 
ly to abandon their fituation, proceeded to BloomReldj 
where they encamped on th^ erening of the 2oih • 
while brigadier- general Moore reached his appointed 
ftation at FooksVmill qn the fame evening, and major 
gen. fir James DufF, wtio had marched from Newtown- 
Bany, took his ftatioR with major-general Loftus at 
Scavawalfh. In the courfe of the progreffive march of 
thefe fevcral divifions of the army, great devaftation 
took' place ; numbers of houfes were burned, and corn 
and various kind of property were plundered and dc- 
ftroyed, moflly at the inftance of the yeomen returning 
to their different neighbourhoods. It is aftonifliing 
that landlords of all defcriptions could fo far forget their 
own intcrcfts as to join in the dcftruftion of houfes on- 
theirjands, however they might be induced to hunt out 
their leflees, and to facrifice them, and fo put an end at 
once to their leafes. — Yet many inftances of this kind 
arc related throughout the country. 

According to' the pro-concerted and Comprehenfivc 
plan of operations, all the generals ai rived, with their 
fcveial divi^ns, at the different ftations to which 
they bad been ordered, on the zoth, of which they fc* 
vcrally appiifed lieutenant general Lake^ who was 

hunfelf> 
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Wmfeir* with his ftafFand lieutenant-general Dundas, 
}>Qftecl at Solfborough. — Thejnfurgents of the northerni 
part of the county of Wexford had now concentrated 
their force on their Ration of Vinegar-hilU and at a 
confultation of their chiefs it was propofed to make a 
general affault on the poft^f Solfborough during the 
night> but to this the^ people could not be prevailed 
iipon to agrees who chofc rather to depend upon their 
very fcanty provifion of powder, and wait for open day- 
light to engage. It is very iurpiifing, that, confider- 
ing the great courage, and intrepidity dirplayed by 
ihem in fo many engagements, the infui^ents could ne* 
ver be broughtxo makjC a noflurnal attack wherein they 
nouft have inevitably proved fuccefsfui, as theconfufion 
into which the regular troops wQulc) have been 
thrown by fuch a proceeding, would reduce th^m to a 
level with irregular bodies, whofe fuperiority of num- 
bers muft neccflarily have given ^hem every advan- 
tage! On thetgth, general Edward Roche, and fuch 
of the iafurgents of his neighbourhood a^ were at 
Vinegar-hill, were fent home to coll^fl the whole 
mafs of the people for general defence. By the march 
of the army in all direflions, towards VinegaT-bill 
and Wexford, a general fijghl of fuch of the inhabitants 
as could get off took place ; and as the greater part of 
the county was now occupied by the troops, the whole 
population was compreffed into a very narrow fpace ; 
and at this time there was not an encampment of in- 
furgents in the northern part of the county, except at 
Vincgar-hill; while in the foulhern quarter the fmall 
camps of Carne and Radoonflown were concentrated 
. at the Three-rocks, 

The alarm was now general throughout the whole 

country; allmeuwer^ called to attend the camps; and 

D d Z Wexford 
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Wexford became the univerfal rendezvous Of the fugi- 
tives, who reported, with various circumftances of hor- 
ror, theprogrefs of the different armies approaching ia 
every direflion, marking their movements with terrible 
devaflatlon. Ships of war were alfo feen off the coaft> 
and fcveral gun boats blocked up the entrance of the 
harbour, which precluded the poffibility of any veffe^ 
getting out y fo that Wexford was now on the brink of 
deftruflion, and the inhabitants without the fmalleft 
hope of cfcape. Ii is dreadful to conceive, and impoffi- 
ble to defcribe, the horrors felt by all who had the mif- 
fortune of being in the town on this mod critical occa- 
lion. The melancholy fcenes of devaftation perpetrated 
by the army", in the country about Carrick-Byrne, ex- 
' hibited a melancholy pifture; and from the command- 
ing fituation of the camp at the Three-rocks, on the 
mountain of Forth, the gcn^iral conflagration, which 
was as progreffivc as the march of the troops, was 
clearly perceivable. On the approach of the, army, 
grea(, numbers of countrymen, with their wives and 
children, and any litt4e baggage they could haftily pack 
up, fled toward Wexford, as to an afylum or place of 
refuge; and the number of thefe was cncrcafed every 
inftant by the arrival of new fugitives, who defcribed, 
in melancholy ftrain of lamentation, how their houfes 
were plundered and deftroyed, and how they them* 
felves had narrowly efcaped with life from the fury of 
the foldiery, who when thus let loofe and encouraged 
to range over and ravage a country, become the great* 
eft curfe that can befal it ! ! I 

I muft however obferve, that general Moore did all 

. in liis power to prevent thefe atrocities, and got fome 

plunderers immediately put to death; but his huitaaBe 

and beAevolent intentions were not fo fuccefsful from the 

reprcfentations 
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TepTcfcntations and cxeitements of tlie refugees return- 
ing home. It ia much to be regretted that he was not 
afterward left in command in the county of Wexford, 
as he wjis ordered to Wicklo\^, where his conciliatory 
condu6l and humanity were confpicuous> and will ever 
be remembered with gratitude by the people* who 
flocked to his ftandard for proteftion. Did Ireland en- 
joy the blelfings of fuch rulers, it would never have 
been involved in fuch a drcadfulfituation. 

The reverend Philip Roche, after having fettled the 
encampment at the Three-rocks, camei into \^iexford 
and demanded all kinds of fupplies for his forces ; and 
as the inhabitants, (except the gunfmen, who attended 
for fome time on Vinegar- JiiH) had never quit theif 
hotnes or affifted at any battle, they were looked upo^ 
in a veiy invidious point of view by the reft of the 
people; who accordingly vowed the deflruflion of the 
town if all its armed men would not appear at the camp 
on the Three rocks, early the next morning, and join 
in general defence. The reverend general Roche, on 
coming into Wexford, was greatly exhaufted from hljs 
diligent and unremitting excrtiojis in covering the re- 
treat from Lacken-hill, and not having taken a morfel 
of food during the v/hole day, lefs drink than ufual 
exhibited him in the courfe of the evening very much 
intoxicated. Of this man it is however neceffary to 
fay, that however apparently violent and boifterous, 
he was remarkable for humanity. He never fufFcred 
a man to be put to death on Lacken-hill ; arid the fol- 
low irtg, recorded by th^ rev. Ai(r. Gordon, is a moft 
powerful inftance of his benevolence. — After dating, 
that although *^ Philip Roche was in appearance fierce 
<f and fang'uinary, yet fcveral perfons now living owe 
** their lives to his boiftfrgu? yiterf^jcncc ;" he pro- 

ceedf 
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eccds to ftatc, that " two proteftants Tn a rcrpeflabk 
«« lituation in life, brothers, of the name of Robinfoii* 
« inhabitants of the parifti of Killegny, being feized 
f« and carried to Vinegar-hill, fome of their roman 
5* catholic tenants, anxious for their iafety, gallopped 
<< in full fpeed to Roche*s quarters at Lacken, and beg* 
«< ged his affiftance. He immediately fent an exprefs 
f< with orders to bring the two Robinfons to Lacken> 
ff pretending to have charges of a criminal nature 
<« againft them, for which they fliould ht tried. The 
f^ mifcreants o;i Vinegar-hill, Ai^ho were preparing to 
i«« butcher thefe men, though they were advanced in 
<* years, and unimpeachable with any other crime than 
.«« that of proteftanttfm; on receipt of Roche*s orders, 
«* relinquifhed their fury, ^ot doubting that death 
.<< awaited them at Lacken. But Roche, whofe ob« 
« jefl: was to fnatch thefe innocent men from the jaws 
.« of the blood-hounds, immediately on their arrival 
5* at his quarters, gave them written prote6lions, and 
*< fent them to their homes, where they were foon 
«* after in danger of being hanged by the king's troops, 
** who were too ready to pronounce difloyal all fuch 
«^ as had been fpared by rebel parties."* But to put the 
queftion for ever at reft> whether the infurredlion of 
this period was a war of religion, it is only neceffary 
to obferve, that this 'was utterly impoflible, notwith- 
{landing the fanatic deeds of fome bafe and barbarous 
individuals, fince the militia regiments, >^ho fought 
with fuch determined animoficy againft the infurgents, 
were moftly compofed of catholics. ' Had there been 
any poifible grounds to eftablifh the rebellion a religi- 
ous one, it could not have efc.aped its effefl here, as 
cnthufiaftic bigots have however ventured to ytter 
lunong them their envenomed fentiments. The lat6 

carl 
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etrl of Clare, who cannot be fufpeSed of being a 
friend to cathoIics,xould not have given his opinion ia 
the imperial parliament, that " religion was i)ot tho 
Cftufe of the rebellion," had he not every opportifnity 
from his official fituation of being perfeflly poflcffed 
of more information than could Yall to the lot of thQ 
public at large. 

While the principal Inhabitants of Wexford were In 
confultation, to which they were now fummoned, upon 
the beft mode of felf-prefervation and defence, the or- 
der for all the armed men to appear in camp by break- 
of-day became imperious ; and the outcry was fo loud 
tgainft the backwardnefs of the Wexford-men, thai 
fcveral fet off immecjlately. The fix fmall cannon oa 
board the Guinea cutter were brought on fhorc, ami 
their carriages being too fmall for land ferviceS they 
were tied on cars and taken, thus mounted, by the fai« 
lors to the camp at the Three-rocks, where the fear - 
city of ammunition was fo great, that not a charge re- 
mained for any other cannon. On this evening it. was 
that the Wexford guns-men had returned home from 
Vinegar- hill ; and abput fevcnty men from the northern 
fide of the Slaney came into town daring the nighj^ 
and were lodged in the 'barrack by captain Dixon, 
who had been remarkably active in fpreading alarm 
through the country north of the town, through which 
he had rode feveral miles to induce the people to come 
into Wexford^ as it were for general defence. Early 
on the morning of the 20th, the drum beat to arms, 
and all the armed inhabitants marched out tocamp;^ 
leaving none in the town but the guards that had been 
on duty fince the day before. Some time after, I met 
captain Dixon in the ftrect, boated and fpurred, and, 

iii all appearance, thorouglily equipped and accoutred 

to 
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to g(f out to battle : his horfc alfo flood waiting at Wj 
door fully caparifoncd. On enquiry, however, I found he 
had no real intention of quitting the town. I then in- 
formed him, that I was fentby the commander in chief 
to requeft his immediate attendance at theThree-rocks> 
but this he declined obeying, and was at the time in 
the aft t)f fending whiflccy to the countrymen who 
were in the barrack ; and on* my expreffing furprife that 
thefc men fhould remain in the town, contrary to ge- 
neral orders, he replied, that his intention was to keep 
thefe men in Wexford to replace the guards^ who, he 
faid, had never been in any battle, -and mud now go 
out, as it was but fair they fhould (hare hardfliip in 
their turn, and allow fome repofe to thofe men who 
had been in every engagement. On this intelligence I 
immediately got on horfetl^ck and rode up to the bar- 
racks, where I endeavoured 'by every means in my 
power to induce the men to leave the town ; and they 
at length feemed willing to confent : but on the arrival 
of captain Dixon, with the reinforcement of whilkey, 
they fo far altered their opinions and inclinations, that 
J was threatened for my interference. From the fpeci- 
men of captain Dixon's difpolition difplayed-by his con- 
duft to col. Lehunte, no confidence could be placed in 
him; and feeing his influence, over thefe men, who nowi 
at his inftance, abfolutely refufed to quit the town, mea- 
i)ires of precaution naturally fuggefted themfelvcs. Af- 
ter recommending to the guards to be vigilant on their 
ftation, which they were to quit upon no account, I 
gallopped off to the camp at Three-rocks, to requeft 
a reinforcement of the. Wexford-men to be fent back 
with me, but which I had the greateft diflSculty in ob- 
taining, notwithftanding all my remonftrances, and 
was at laft granted, r^her to get lid of my importu- 
nity than from any other reafon or motive ] as no idea 

of 



Digitized by 



Googk 



COUNTY OF WBZFORB. A09 

of t mafiacre was at all entertainecf. I was^ however^ 
allowed to take ipf choice of the Wexford corps, but 
on no condittoA {hould they be permitted to quit the 
camp, until the whole remaining force (hould have 
inarched oflT, as it was apprehended that if th^y were 
feen going they might be followed. by others. Fearing 
the men might be countermanded, if I (hould leave 
them before the main-body (hould have moved off, I 
waited for that event, which took up a con(iderabfb 
time ; during which I alfo procured a letter from the 
commander in chief, Mr. Harvey, dire£ied to captaiti 
Dixon, ordering him to come out to camp, as I f<;lt 
earneft wifhcs to induce him to leave the town, for 
which purpofe I left no means untried, but all with- 
out tfk&. On confulting with feme gentlemen in the 
Selfker corps, which was that I had chofen to returit 
with me, as it contained more refpe<3able perfons, and 
pToteltants fince in different yeomanry corps, than any- 
other in AVexford, I propofed, that they (hould all 
take an oath not to drink fpirits, until further orders^ 
as I perceived fome drunken men among them, who 
could not be depended upon. This plan was gene- 
rally approved of, and all were accordingly fworn^ 
except four or five who were immediately fent off with 
the main body. This corps confiRed of one hundred 
and twenty-five pike-men (no gunVman being allowed 
to return) and with thefe, having fecured their fobri&- 
ty, along viith the guards that had remained in Wex- 
ford, I thought to be completely able to keep captain 
Dixon and his drunken crew of about feventy in 
awe, (hould they fhcw an inclination to be refiaflory. 
When I judged all danger of a countermand was over* 
I fet off full fpccd toward Wexford, to announce this 
rein'brcement to the guards there on duty ; but about 
half-way I met four proteftant gentlemen, with pikes> 
£ e marching 
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ttatching cut to camp ;^ and as I had fcen thcifr before 
in the morningy when thfj declared no intention of 
this kindy I exptefied my fttrprizc at their Icaring the 
town, and mfifted on their returning thither with me; 
■but this at firft they ref a fed, all edging th^t, on my 
quitting the town, captain Dixon had gone about the 
ftrcets threatening death and deftmSion to all who 
wotiW not immediately go out to camp, which had in- 
duced them to fet off accordingly. However I altered 
their refolution by calming their fears> and by (hewing 
the letter from the commander in chief to capt. Dixon* 
fuggefting that thtj would dill be on the beft duty, by 
joining the men that were on their return ; ^pon which 
they promifed to come back and give me their advice 
and ai&ftance toward the protedion of the prifoners ; ia 
whofe defence I declared I would take up arnisy which I 
had not yet done,Nand fhould I fall, I thought it would 
be a noble death to die on fuch an occalion. On this in« 
formation I haftened with all fpeed to Wexford, from 
which I had been nbw abfent about four hours, on a(l- 
count of all the delays I unavoidably experienced, the 
Three-rocks being three miles diftant from ihe town ; 
but how great was my furprize and afionifhment on find- 
ing the latter taken poITeffion of by avaft multitude of 
people, confiding of feveral thoufands, many of whom 
Hvere well armed, and in fuch force as to banifli all 
hope that the fmall number of Wexford-men remaining 
in, and returning to the town, could^ in cafe of need, 
give them any effe^Slual refiflance. Ger^^ral Edward 
Roche had, as has been before mentioned, returned 
home, at a very late hour on the 19th, from the camp 
en Vinegar-hill, to colle6l and lead thither all the men 
in liis neighbourhood. The number of thefe was now 
immcnfely encreafed by the vaft crowds of fugitives 
driven> by the approach of the army> from about Co- 
rey 
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tcy into the part of the country called Srhilmalicr. 
Through this quarter captain Dixon had made an ex-- 
curfion> on the fame day> diffuiing dread and alarm^ 
and calling on the people to aSemble for general de- 
fence at Wexford ; and unfortunately he was fo fuc- ■ 
cefsful in his efibrt&> that on thie morning of the 2oth> 
vhenthe people were adembled^ and that general Ed- 
ward Roche thought to lead them toward £iuiiicortby> 
they peremptorily refufed to proceed, reprefenting 
Wexford, from the fugge(lion3 of captain Dixon, as 
more vulnerable ; wherefore . the general himfelf 
thought it more advifable to continue with this body 
of the people, now confiding chiefly of the fugitives 
from the northern parts of the county. Thefe were 
continually relditing their misfortunes, the cruelties they 
faffered, and the hardCbips they endured, to thofe with 
whom they took refuge; which roufed and irritated 
the populace to fuch a pitch of fury as admits not of de- 
fcription, and of which none but an cyewitncfs can 
have an adequate idea« All entreaties and remon- 
firances to footh or calm the exafperated multitude 
weitinvain: however, continuing ftill on liorfeback, 
I endeavoured to addrefs, explain, excufe and expoftu- 
Jate, and in the courfe of thefe attempts, many pikes 
were raifed againft me, and feveral guns and piQols 
cocked and pointed at xpe, and vengeance vowed 
againft me as an orangeman ; for they«vocifera^ed that 
I had diftinguiOied myfelf by no other feat, but a£livity 
in proteHing their enemies tJie orange mfn ; that I had 
never attended their camps, or I would be a judge of 
their miferies by the view of general defolaticm : One 
man would roar out, that I had not been flogged as he 
had^been ; another pathetically related) that his houfe 
had been burned, and he had been driven to beggary 
vith his whole family, and he would have the death cf 
E c 'Z , the 
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tbe perron that injtxred bim; a third laiitemed tb« 
death of hb father, another that of his brother; 
others of their children; and the appeal was made to 
xne, to decide on all their varioua fufFerings and misfor* 
tunes; while they perfeveringly declared, they only 
wanted to be avenged of thofe who had afiually done 
them wrong, and I was afked, if iimilarly circamftanced^ 
would I not take revenge for fuch injuries as theirs ? 
All this I endeavoured to anfwer, and drove to appeafe 
the wrath of popular phrenfy, by alledging that the 
laws of god were indefeaiible, and that they dilated 
that good fhould be returned for evil. This had fome 
little efFe£^ for the inftant ; but, it was, indeed, but mo« 
mentary. I, however, continued (till unwearied in my 
exertions, particularly endeavouring to preferye my 
dear and beloved friend, Mr. Turner, whofe death, and 
that of a Mr. Gainfort, the populace declared indifpen"** 
fable to their fatisfadion, as they had led out the army 
againft them on Whiifunday, and had burnt their ' 
houfes. Although I knew tha( my friend had burned 
a houfe, (of which he moft (incerely and heartily re- 
pented) yet, I appealed to the multitude, if any one 
could prove the fa6l alleged againft him, and no one 
appearing to come forward for tha^t purpofe> I feized 
on the glimpfe of hope I now entertained of his fafety, 
thinking that his life mi^ht be preferved by demanding 
a trial, on which if no proof of criminality could be 
lidduced) it was natural to conclude, that his fafety muft 
W certain. I tlien made the Experiment ; Isj^t was an* 
fwered by this univcrfal cry, " what tri%! did we or 
^* our friends and relations obtain when fome were 
<« hanged or fhot^ and others whipped or otherwife 
«« tortured; our houfes and properties burnt and de- 
« ftroyed, and ourfelves hunted like mad dogs ?*' But, 
I rejoined iirith fome effcft: « do you mean to com- 

«' pure 



Digitized by 



Googk 



«^ ptrt youTfclves to the perpetrators of fach deedst 
*< or would yovt difgrace your conduct by fnch barba- 
f « rous afls ?" This appeal to their principles produced 
the confequeace) proTideotially> as I fondly hoped> of 
their confenting to a trial> but en the exprefs condition^ 
that I ftiould retire and be prefent on no account* At 
this critical moment^ I perceived a perfon near mf 
whom I had induced to return from the Three-rpcks^ 
and who» true to his promife of every afliftance in hi9 
power> after a variety of difficulty, had got clofe by 
mfi, together with fome others of the like benevolent 
difpofitionst to whom I ftgoped down from on horfe- 
ba^k to liften to the arguments they humanely fuggeft* 
ed ; and I muft declare, that I derived great courage 
from their prefcnce and advice to perfift in my entrea- 
ties in the courfe of which, I find, on cool refleflionj 
that I underwent great danger, of which I was by no 
means fo fenfibie at the time, until afterward informed 
by many, who were kind enough to hold me in regard^ 
while they prevented different perfons from fliooting-me, 
I entreated the particular perfon before-mentioned, to 
procure men whofe humanity could not be doubted to 
try the prifoners, and when he fhould have fucceedcd 
to give me notice, as I would endeavour in the meai^ 
time to delay the people who were infifting that I 
ibould retire, •« as," they declared, " I would go to 
«^ the devil to fave Turner." I did promife to retire 
as foon as I could have proper perfons J^ppointed to fi^ 
in trial over the prifoners, when my humane friend 
beckoned to me, fignifying that he was reiidy. I then 
went into the committee-houfe, wheie although capt. 
Pixouji. and Morgan Byrqe, whofe .fanguinary difpofi- 
tion I was well aware of, inGfted that they (hould be 
on the trial, I<ould not oppofe their appointment ; but, 
howeveri four out of fevcn, which was the. number 
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butnanely ofiered thcmfclvesj having prevloufljr pfo^ 
mifed me that they would oot copfent to put any one 
to death. I made ufe of another ftratagem, by pro"' 
pofing an oath> that in their proceedings they would 
not be guided by public prejudice^ but by juftice and 
the evidence before them. Thia was with a view, if 
poffible> to fecure thb affiftance and co-operation even 
of the mod fanguinary^ and the feven were accordingly 
fworn to that efFeft* By this contrivance, and the fo- 
lemn aflurance of the four perfons> that they would 
not confent to the condemnation of any one> I fondly 
Boped I had fecured the life of my friend from danger • 
and being fully conGdent of the fuccefs of my plan> I 
left its fubfequent management to a perfon on whofe fin- 
cerity I could rely> and to whofe worth I am forry at not 
having the liberty to do juftice by naming him; and 
having made fure of fuch a friend to humanity, I thought 
it moft prudent to retire, in order to pleafe the people, 
the inclinations of many of whom I had now thwarted 
for hours; and I had good reafon to fuppofe fbey would 
then be more inclined to liften to a new man, 

The feven pcrfons appointed to fit on the trial pro-- 
aeeded from the committee-houfe to the gaoU where 
they went into a fmall bed-chamber, infidc the gaoler's 
kitchen, in which captain Dixon had left five prifoners 
whom he had doomed as the firft vi6tims for condemna* 
tion ; but he here met with an oppoHtion of which he 
was not until that moment at all aware. The mem- 
bers of this kind of popular tribunal divided ; three 
were for death ; but the other four true to their pro- 
ihife, and unwarped in their ' humane inclinations, 
firmly declared, that they confidered themfelves merely 
appointed to prevent maffacre, and to favc the lives of 
the jpriibneis, and would not attend or liften to any re- 

prefentatioA 



Digitized by 



Googk 



COVNTT Of WEZFORB. Zj^ 

pTefeDtatiop from Dixon or his fellows. This pro- 
duced a very violent altercation, and great danger wa* 
to be apprehended by the friends of humanity, as Peter 
Byrne aflually rufhcd into the room, and threatened 
them with inftant deftrudlion, if they did not agree to 
the death of the prifoners. Son^c others of Dixon'* 
blood'thirfly alTociates had got into the gaol and were 
fele^Slin'g fuch of the prifoners as they pleafed to doom 
fit objefls of deftruflion ; but although Dixon's own 
defigns cannot be doubted^ of ravening for blood, and 
tbatjhe was willing and eager to attempt any thing ta 
gain his objeft ; yet, as the four men refolutely perfe- 
Ycred in refuiing to agree to the death of any man at 
fuch a crazy and phreniical moment, he was going to 
retire from a place, where his fanguinary views and 
cruel fentiments were oppofed and over-ruled, and it ia 
more than probable, that the fanguinary, retarded foi 
hours in the onfet, would have cooled in their fury^^ 
and have recovered fentiments of humanity fufficient 
to prevent them from putting any one to death, were 
it not for two informers, Charles Jackfon, a carver and 

gilder,* and O'Connor, an organift, both of 

whom had not lonjg refided in Wexford, and who were 
caft off from the fociety of the other prifoners, then ia 
the gaol. Thefe, as ill fate would have it, threw 
themfelves on their knees to captain Dixon, acknow- 
ledged that they. were orangemen, and ready to give 
every ififormation, provided their lives might be fpared. 
Dixon, before in defpair, at finding his fanguinary 
hopes bafted and blafted, readily agreed to their pro- 
pofal, as it afforded a new profpeft of perpetrating 
his infernal defigns. He inftantly addr^ffcd the people, 
affembled before the gaoU flating, that two orangemen 
had become informers, and that proceeding to trial 

was 
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trastberefore nmieceflaTyy as the evidence o(tliefe im» 
muft be concluiiTe. It may eafily ^ conceilredy that> on 
this communication, horribly vociferated by Dixon> and 
jre-eehoed by bis vt^ifej the populace became ungovern- 
able ! The people iriflantly approved of his plan^ and de* 
toanded that all orangemen fliould be fent out to them ; 
but his firft care was to turn the men who oppofed his 
bloody ichemes out of the gaol^ of which he and his 
iavage afibciates took complete pofleffion. Kenneth 
Mathewfon> as one of the perfons denounced by thein- 
fermersi was then turned out and immediately fhot at 
the gaol door* John Atkins^ a painter and glazier^ 
was another againft whom they gave information ; and 
he being one of thofe whom Dixon had originally 
brpught down for trial> as deftined vidims for immoki* 
tion> he was (liil in the gaoler's kitchen> when> hemr<* 
ing himfclf called for by name> he ran into the inner^ 
room and hid under the bed» where he \Ay concealed 
until all danger was over. While thefi^ unforefeen 
but melancholy events were pafiing, 1 had retired in 
fiill aflurancej that the people. would be appeafed; 
and notwithftanding that they had peremptorily for* 
bidden my being prefent at any triaU yet I was in 
iiopeS) as appearing no longer on horfeback^ that I 
might get into the gaol unobferved^ and endeavour to 
affift thofe who had undertaken the humane and phi- 
lanthropic talk of protection. But great was my amaze- 
ment, indeed^ at finding the mod vloleat threats uttered 
againft me> as I approached the multitude. I therefore 
thought it moft prudent to. fufFcr myfelf tobe led by 
two young women> who hurried me into a houfe, the 
door of which happened to be open, and while they 
were explaining to me thecaufe of this fudden and un- 
expeSed tumult, a ihot was fired, and it was inftantly 
Tumoured through the cjx>wdi that colonel -Lchunte 
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-Wbs kil!e4; upon which, I could not help exclaiming, 
that they had put an innocent man to death ! I then 
declared my determination to go out and endeavour to 
flop fuch a (bene of butchery. On this a man who 
knew me feized upon me and pofitively infifted Ifliould 
not leive the houfe, as juft before I had come up, he 
had heard the people vo^^^ Vengeance againft me, in fo 
▼chement a manner, that' he was certain I muft inevi* 
tably perifli, lliould I attempt to interfere. — On find- 
ing that it was not poffible for me to do any good, the 
(hare of courage I had hitherto felt quite forfook me 
at this jundpre : I burft into tears, and funk into a (late 
of infenlibility ! When the mob had in jbme degree 
difperfed, I was fupported homewards by this good- 
natured man, but was obliged from faintineis to (lop 
twice on the way before I reached my lodgings. 

It 18 confidently aflced by many, why the clergy 
and principal inhabitants did not interfere to prevent 
malfacre ? There were but few of the inhabitants at all 
in the town, and I faw moft part of the few that had 
remained in Wexford on that day, together with fome 
clergymen, do all in their pdwer to reftrain the fury of 
the people, and prevent the fpilling of blood; but, I 
do believe, that under exifting circumftances it jras im- 
polfiblc to controul the muhitude, inflamed as they 
were by the reprefentations of Dixon and his alTociatcs ; 
and, in fuch eminently critical cafes, it is not every one 
that has nerves ftrong enough to encounter the impend- 
ing danger. For my own part, although I was cou- 
rageous enough in the beginning of the day, yet I 
found myfclf afterwards in fuch a ftate as to be incapa- 
ble of any exertion. I therefore doubt much, whether 
any perfbn afking fuch quefiions, would have fortitude 
or charity enough to ttep forward on fuch an occafion, 
and attempt to favc any one's life, fo much as by de- 
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claring a truth favourable to his prefcrvation ; % cott- 
diiQ. that ought to flow even from fpontancous genc- 
rofity or gratitude for material obligation ; but fuch 
flight interference as this was extrafled by no motive 
from, but, in fome inftances refufed or perverted by the 
like hypocriticsfl and mock philanthropifts, with thofc 
who put thefe prefumptuous interrogatories. But to 
judge fairly of the conduA of another^ it is neccflarjr 
to be placed in a (imilar fituation. 

After the death of Mathewfon, captain Dixon and his 
wife propofed, that thofe who were to be put todeath> 
fhould be brought down to the bridge, whither the mob 
retired. Eighteen intended for execution were firft con- 
du£^ed from the gaol, under a (Irong guard, headed bj 
Dixon, flanked by the two orange informers, whom he 
wiflied to exhibit as the grand fupport of his condu61'. 
Thefe informers were brought into a public billiard- 
room on the cuftom-houfe-quay, (and not at all to the 
bridge, to which it is adjacent) where they underwent 
an examination, at which Dixon prcfided. It is pro- 
bable, that thefe informers did not give information 
againft eveiy one that was put to death on this occa- 
fion ; but it is a certain truth, and an evident fa£l, that 
the information of thefe men was efteerfied of fuch 
confequejice, even by fuch a fanguinary tribunal, that 
their fervices fa ved their lives. The fate of the pri- 
foners was quickly decicjed, on tlieir being conduced to 
the bridge, as the proceedings concerning them were 
fum^ary indeed. It was aflced, did any one know 
uny good aiSion of the intended viflim fuflBcient to 
fave his life ? and if no anfwcr was made, the affeitioa 
of an individual of fome deed againft the people, wai 
conQlufiVe evidence of guilt, and immediately death 
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was the conrequencc, on his primary denunciation by 
4captain Dixon. Some, however, efcape^ with their 
lives, on the interference of fome perfon 'ftepping for- 
ward in their favour. A few were (hot, but the 
greater number fuffered by being piked, and fome of 
thofc with aggravated circumftances of barbarity. All 
the bodies were thrown over the bridge, but neither 
ftripped, nor their pockets rifled, which I fbould 
fcarcely have believed, but that I have been pofitively 
affured, that watches and'money were found upon them 
when afterward difcovered. Captain Dixon fent from 
time to time for different perfons to the feveral places 
of confinement, and at intervals came out to announce 
further difcoveries from the informers. This admira- 
bly fuited his helliiTi purpofe of putting all the pri- 
foners to death ; which he might unfortunately have 
effefled, but that providence was at length pleafed to 
interpofe, while the minds of the populace feemed 
xrrought up to the moft defperate pitch of cruelty ! — % 
The reverend Mr. Cprrin, who had been abfent from 
the to^;vn the whole of the day on parochial duty, had 
but juCl returned when he was fent for by Mr. Kellett, 
then on his defence at the bridge, Thither the reve- 
rend gentleman inftantly repaired, and, having thrown 
himfelf on his knees, entreated they might join him in 
prayer; when he fupplicated the almighty, to fhcw 
the fame mercy to the people as they would fhew to 
their prifohers ; and with that he add reffed them in 
fuch feeling, pathetic and moving language, that he 
thereby (Ived the lives of feveral who had been juft 
ordered to the bridge from the market- houfe by Dixon. 
While the rev. Mr. Corrin was on the fatal fpot, Mr. 
Efmonde Kyan, who had been wounded in the 
ftoulder at the battle of Arklow, lay at the moft ex- 
cmciatujg torture^ in a houfe at Ferry-bank, on tlie 
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country fide of the wooden-b,ridge j bat on bearing 
trhat was going forward) he inAantly got out of bed^* 
ran to the fatal fpot, and^ by his animated conduit and 
addrefs) refcued Mr. Neuton King> and captain Mil- 
ward, of the Wexford militia^ with fome others, from 
the fury of the populace. General Edward Roche> 
alfo, by his humane interference, fnatched Mr. James 
Goodall and others from the jaws of death ; while 
different other perfons of inferior note, and fome even 
of the lower clafs, interpofed fo as to fave one or other 
of their neighbours ; and at length it pleafed god, that 
this horrid butchery ceafed ! The catholic clergymen 
and all the principal inhabitants who remained in the 
town that day, cxhaufted every means in their power 
in endeavours to appeafe the rage of the populace, of 
whom, it is neceffary to obferve, they could have 
little or no perfonai knowledge, as the outrageous 
inuUitude had collected from the northern parts of the 
county, and not at all compofed of Wexford-men, over 
whom they might be fuppofed to have fome local in- 
fluence. But fuch as have not b^n eye* wit nefles, and 
who have not, even in that cafe, been fometime^i among 
and converfant with the people, can have but a very 
inadequate idea of the danger of interference againft 
the uncontroulable fury of a rabble exafpcrated to the 
highefl pitch by the incidents I have endeavoured to 
defcribe. Dreadful and (hocking events are moft fub- 
jefl to mifrcprefentations, as individuals will imagine 
excefTes according to their feveral feelings, and alt ho* 
it is confidently aflferted, that ninety-feven were put to 
death on the bridge, I have good reafon to believe that 
thirty-five was the number that fuffered. Among the 
various occupations affumcd by different perfons in 
the courfe of this melancholy cataftrophe, one man, in 
a moft audible voice> counted the vidlims one by one> 
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as they were pat to death ; and I have further reafon 
to believe, that thirty-five' was the cxaft number of 
fufferers on the bridge, and one at the gaol door* 
amounting, in all, that day in Wexford to thirty-fix ; 
as on mod particular enquiry, even with the help of 
the lifts publifhed, as well as from perfonal knowledge^ 
I am enabled to know, that feveral who are ftated to 
have been facrificed on the bridge that day, fuffered not 
then, nor there, nor at all in Wexford ; fo that I hope 
humanity will induce a future retraflatibn of the lifts 
alluded to, not only as the aflertors have been evidently 
impofed upon, but as alfo their publication muft help 
to keep up thofe animofities, which they profefs thejr 
do not wifh to encourage. But, if writers will perfift 
in publiftiing thofe Iifl$, why not, for the fake of gc- 
tieral and (rue information, publifh the number of the 
killed and wounded, by whatever means, on both fides; 
fince it muft flamp the character of a partifan to detail 
but one fide of the^ueftion ? — On that ever to be la- 
mented day, there- are many who lan great rifque of 
perfonal fafety in becoming advocates for the unfortu* 
nate : I wifh I could learn of as many, who exhibited 
equal proof of fincerity in favour of the haplefs and 
ill-fated people I Were this the cafe, I verily believe 
I ihould not have to relate the dreadful defolation in 
the county of Wexford. In critical times, fuch as 
thofe, certainly different circumftances will excite dif- 
ferent fenfa{^ons; but with refpefl to the bufinefs be- 
fore us, the faying of a moft liberal proteftant gentle- 
man muft be regarded as poffefling peculiar force in re- 
prelBng mifreprefentation. He fays, <« I have heard 
*« of hundreds of catholics in the county of Wexford, 
** who have, at the rifque of their lives, faved protcf- 
<< tants i but I have not heard of a fingle proteftant 
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u who encountered any danger to favc the life of a 

w catholic." 

*. 

The black flag that appeared In Wexford on this 
day is> among other things^ talked of with various chi- 
tnerical conjc6lures, ' and its notoriety as denouncing 
maffacre has been confidently recorded ; notwithftand- 
ing that it is an abfolute hQi that this identical black 
flag was, throughout^he whole infurreflion, borne by 
a particular corps^ and the carrying of banners of that 
col#ur, was> by no means> a Angular circumftance dur- 
ing that pcriodj as flags of that and every other hue, 
except orange^ were waved by the infurgents^ and from 
their different dies ingenious conjectures, however 
groundlefsy for the maintenance of prejudice, may be 
made as to the feveral difpofitions of the bodies who 
moved under them> as little founded in fa<£l or inten- 
tion, as was the original deflination of the black enficn 
in queflion. 

Altho' general Edward Roche bltd the nominal com- 
mand of the great body of men, that came into Wex- 
ford on this day, yet his authority appears to have been 
very limited, when he was not able to lead them to the 
intended deftination ; but it became dill lefs on his ar- 
rival in that town, where Dixon, who was hisbrother- 
in-lawr had gained fuch an afcendency, although pof- 
[ fefled of not even any nominal command ; being but a 
general blufterer, affefling great cbnfcquence, galloping 
from camp to camp, and fceking every opportunity of 
doing mifchicf, generally while the battles were going 
on, and at-one of which he never appeared but in the 
back-ground. His denomination of captain was owing 
to his being mafter of a floop which traded to and from 
Wexford. This man's conduft was in complete contra- 
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diSion to th€ fentiments: of Roche, who wa», on his 
fubfequent furrcnder, in December 1799, tjied by & 
court-martial in Wexford, on a charge of «' aiding and 
*« abetting the maWers on the bridge, on the aoth 
of June 1798." — But his humane exertions appeared 
fo meritorious before that tribunal, that,&e was ac« 
quitted of this charge, which could not poffibly bei 
as -he poffeffed command, had it not been perfeflljr 
proved, that fuch command was merely noo^inal* 
as his orders and endeavours were counteracted. by per- 
fons having no command^whatever, but what arofe from 
inflammatory. addrefles to the populace, urging them 
to take exemplary vengeance of their enemies, in 
which they were unfortunately but too fuccefsful. 

In the firft houfe I had been obliged to (lop at on thf 
way to my lodgings, I met a gentleman to whom I was 
endeavouring to give fome account of what had occur- 
red, while Dixon was paffing by, with the two orange 
informers, one on each fide of him. The gentleman ran 
out; and began to plead for mercy, cxpreffing at the 
fame time a hope, that Dixon would come into the 
houfe and confult with me before he -would put his 
deiigns into execution. But on this Dixon exclaimed* 
«« Is it to confult Mr. Hay, who has already deferved 
** death for the part he has taken in flopping us fo long 
** from taking revenge of our enemies ? Here are two 
*^ Orangemen^ who have become inform ers, and there 
*« are the men I am going to have put to death, (point- 
'* ingto the prifoners that were following him under a 
*^ ftrong military guard) and when I have done with 
<< thefe, I (hall then treat Mr. Hay in the fame man- 
<< ner.^*— When Dixpn had paffcd on, the gentleman 
returned and offered to condufl toe home, but I was 
again obliged to flop on the way in a houfe where the 
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TTives and daughters of feme officers, affrighted bjr the 
general alarm, ran to me in tears, while all I conld do 
was to join in their lamentations. I certainly iliould 
not have had fufficient power to walk any farther, had 
I not taken a glafs of wine they kindly offered me. 
Howevtir, I at length arrived at the houfe where I had 
been fince the infurreflion, and there remained in a 
ftate of ftupidlnfenfibility, until I was roufed by feyeral 
ladies, who preflcd me to come to dinner, which was 
unufually late that day ; and although I was able to 
carve for the ladies, I could not tafte a morfel myfelf. 
Shortly after a meffenger came for me from lord 
Kinglborough at^ his officers requefting my immediate 
attendance. J inflantly complied, although I had 
little hopes of being able to afford them any relief, yet, 
I would not reftife to try my bed endeavours. Oa 
getting into the ftreet, I met a c/owd of people pro- 
ceeding to a particular Jioufe, with intention, as I fooa 
difcovered, of bringing out Mr. Jofeph Gray, lieute- 
nant of the Wexford cavalry, who had tranfported his 
fervant. I had the prefence of mind to fay, that Mr. 
Gray was out fighting for them, and that they feemed to 
we not to be able to diftinguifh their friends from their 
enemies; which fortunately prevented them from pro- 
ceeding any farther; for I knew he was in the houfe> 
and had too much reafonto fear, tliatupon their forcing 
into it, his death and many more, muft have been the 
inevitable confequence. This device proving fuccefs- 
ful, gave me more courage to go on to lord Kingfbo- 
rough's lodgings, where I was refufed admittance. 
However, I fpoke to him and his officers, as they ap- 
peared at the windows, and declared, that as long I was 
alive myfelf, they might depend upon every exertion 
of mine in their behalf. Shortly after I fortunately 
met general Edward Rdche, whofe humane exertions 
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to prevent them, were as confpicuous as his lamenta- 
tions were fincere for the dreadful fcenes then exhibit- 
iflg. I conjured him to baftcn down to the bridge, and 
there to reprefent the urgent neceflQty of the people's 
attendance at Vinegar-hill, fuggefting that he could, 
with more propriety than any otVr, interpofe his au- 
thority with a profpeft of fuccefs, as he was himfelf 
called on to attend by all the chiefs in the camp ; and 
as an cxprcfs was fent from Vinegar hill to Wexford 
demanding reinforcements, and expreffing furprize 
that Edward Roche had not come, with the force of 
bis neighbourhood, which he had been fent home to 
coUeft and bring along with him. Thefe confidera- 
tions infpired the general with new vigour to endea- 
Toor to lead thefe men out of the town, which he at 
length ciFefled, and the people marched oflF under his 
command out of Wexford. 

When the town was thus cleared of its dreadful vifi- 
t6i^, about eight o'clock in the evening, lobtainedadmiC- 
fion to lord Kingfborough and his officers. We jointly 
took a retrofpedivc view of the honibly diftrafled 
(late of the country, as well as of its impending danger, 
and after a variety of confultation between us, it was 
agreed, that the only moi^e of preferving Wexford and 
all its inhabitants from deftruflion was, that early on 
the next morning, I fhould accompany lord Kingfbo- 
rough to tb^army ; and by an explanation of cxifting 
circumftances it was hoped that the town might be 
fpared from the dreadful fate which feemed to await it 
every inftant. Wexford was indeed at this period in 
a moft perilous (iluiltion. Intelligence had arrived 
there of the approach of three different armies, one of 
which was advanced as far as Oulard, another hacl ar- 
rived at Ennifcoithy, and the progrclTive march of the 
G g third 
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third wis confpicuous the evening before from tte 
Three-rocks, by the infurgcnts ftationed there, who on 
the morning of this day projceedcd to meet it. The gun- 
l)oats on the coaft^alfo made a formidable appearaqcet 
as announced by the. men who had been ftationed at the 
fort of Roflarc, h^ who now abandoned that poft 
and fled into Wexford> bringing the alarming newa 
that feveral fhips of war, and other armed yeffels were 
approaching the harbour. By the time we had fettled 
all matters, relative to our departure en this expedition 
next morning, it was advanced in the night, and the 
Wexford-men were flocking home from the battle ol 
Fooks's-milL I had then propofcd to go and confuli 
the principal inhabitants, whofe co-operation and aflift- 
ance were fo necefiary in fuch an undertaking, but 
which I made not the leaft doubt of obtaining, and 
took my leave of his lordfhip and the other ofEcers» 
promKing to return to them early oii the next morn- 
ing. It was a conlidcrable lime before I could colte6k 
a fuiHcIent number of the principal inhabitants to com- 
municate my intentions to them; and, eren when it 
was at length effetSled, their confufion 'was fuch, that 
it was agreed to'poftpone the bufinefs until early in the 
following morning, then to meet at captain Keugh*s 
houfe, where the fubjeft would be taken into confide- 
ration by a general afiembly^ which could not be fo 
well formed at that time of the night. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon of the twentieth> 
the aimy under the command of gen. Mopre, began 
to marcli from its encampment at Long-graigue, the 
feat of the reverend Mr. Sutton, toward Taghmon, and 
had proceeded but half-a-mile, when the infui:gent 
force fiom the Three-iocks, led on by their general the 
Acvciead Philip Rochcj appeared in view at a place 
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•tiled Fooks's mill. Each party immedi^itely com- 
»enccd the attack^ which lafted with various foccefs 
»nd great obftin'acy,on both fidesj for four hours, when 
the infurgents having expended the whole of their am- 
munition at the very moment that it is faid the troops 
were on the point of giving way, thought proper to 
retire, and made a good retreat to th^ir original ftation 
on the Three^rocks. In this engagement, from the na- 
ture of ihe ground, the great body of the pike-men- 
could not be brought into aflion, fo that there were 
»ot mor-e of the infurgents engaged, than about an 
equal number with that of the army againft them, 
whofe lofs too is faid to be confiderably greater than 
theirs ; but although general Moore's difpatches con- 
cerning the engagement have been publiflied, yet the 
Uft of the killed and wounded, mentioned to have 
beeafentwith the general's. letter, has been fuppreff- 
ed, fo that I have not been able to obtain the official 
account of this particular. The infurgents, as ufual, 
did not attempt to retreat until they had fired their 
laft fhot, when two regimciits under lotd Dalhoufie 
were perceived coming up to reinforce general Moore. 
The infurgents in the retreat, brought away with them 
five out of the fix fmall cannon which they brought out 
with them; all of which had been faftcned on com- 
. mon car6 wkhjopes, and the remaining o.nes they loft, 
becaufe the car upon which it was mounted having 
been broken by falling into a ditch, it wa^ left there. 
The Wexford-men, who were in this engagement, at- 
tended their companions to the Three-rocks, and then 
proceeded to %hc town, where they arrived late at 
pight. . 

General Johnfon had fmart flcirmifhing with the out- 

pofts of the Infurgents from Ennifcorthy on the 20th, 
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on his arrival at Bloomfield, w'lthin a mile of Ennif- 
corthy. Early on the morning of the 21ft, a general 
affault was made on the infurgent force encamped on 
Vinegar-hill by general Lake, while the town of En- 
nifcorthy was attacked by general Johnfon, which he 
carried after an obftinate refiftance for two hours, with 
great (Jaughter of the infurgents, whofe defence of the 
place was moft wonderful, confidering that they bad 
but a few pounds* of powder to diftribute to their 
whole force en the preceding evening ; fo that it is afto- 
nidiing how they could venture, Mith fuch a fcanty 
provilion of ammunition, to give any oppofition to an 
army, of great force, perfe£l!y equipped and appointed, 
and abundantly provided with every neceffary. Even 
on Vinegar-hill there were but two chargcs^for can- 
non; one of which was fired againft the army ap- 
proaching from Sollborough, and the other difmount- 
ed cannon polled at the DufFrey-gate at Ennifcorthy ; 
and although a great number of cannon and bombs 
were fired from the royal artillery toward Vinegar- 
hill, only one man waia wounded and non^ killed by 
the fliot from the ordnance. .The infurgents notwith- 
. (landing their defencelefs fituation, difplayed vaft cou-^ 
rage and intrepidity before they abandoned the hilU 
which they were at length obliged to do, and great 
numbers of them fell on this occafion. All fufpe6lcd 
perfons were put to death in Ennifcorthy, and feveral 
houfes were fet on fire ; among the reft that which had 
been ufed by the infurgents as an hofpital, which, toge- 
ther with all the wounded men in it, were totally confum- 
cd. A free paflage was left for the infurgents to retreat 
to Wexford, as the divifion of the arn^y Under general 
Needham, from fome unaccountable reafon, had not 
come upin time to join the battle; and from theroute this 
divilion tookj it is furprifing that it did not fall in with 
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the iirfurgent force under general Edward Roche, wha 
was alfo too late for the engagement* as he only ar- 
rived juft at the commenceraent of the retreat of the 
infurgents* wl/ich, however, he covered with hia men# 
from Daiby-gap> and reftraiaed the career of the ca-^ 
valry that were in full purfuit of the infurgents dif- 
lodged from Vinegar-hilL 



h 



Lord Kingiborough was fo anxious to carry the plan { 

we had agreed on for the falvation of the town intQ ^ 

execution* that he fent for me before three o'clock in 
the morning on the 21 ft, when I had fcarcely time to » 

have taken any reft. I inftantly got up and went to 
him, when I found him arrayed in full uniform, and ; 

completely equipped to fet out that moment, which he " ' 

wanted me to do alfo ; but I reprefented to him the 
danger of going through the country in fuch apparel, 
as he then was, and that, at all events, our fafety<iould 
' not be fecured without the concurrence of the people 
with our plan, which, however, I thought, would be 
eafily obtained, as I related to him the converfation I 
held with the principal inhabitants on the night preced- 
ing; and that lexpeiSled to meet them again on the 
fubjcfl at an early hour that morning. He and his 
officers then entreated me to haften the meeting, and to \ 

, have the drum beat to arips, for the people to affemblc, 
that their confent might be obtained, as there was no 
time to be loft, in carrying into efftfl the only meansbf 
faving the town from total deftruelion : for we diftinflly 
hedrd the report of the cannon from Ennifcorthy, 
where the battle had juft then commenced. I imme- 
diately went and rapped up the principal inhabitants 
neareft to me, whom I. commiffioned to call up their 
neighbours ; and thus in a fliort time was the whole 
;4own roufed from fluiabcr. A meeting confcquently 
• took 
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took place tt the houfe of captain Kcugh, where it 
was^ thought advifeable that do6lor Jacob (hould ac- 
tpompany lord Kingfborough and me ; but on further 
tontemplation, inftead of one, it was judged neceffary 
to fend out three deputations from the town to the 
three different armies approaching, left one might not 
Ijc able to ^fFeft its purpofc; and it was alfo thought 

* inoft prudent, that lord Kingfborough fhould not leave 
' * the town, but that it (houjd be inftantly furrendered 

* to him, as military commander; and doQor Jacob, 
who was prefent, offered to reaffume tho^oflEceof may- 
or ; fo ^hat this was putting all kind of civil and mili- 
tary authority into the fame hands in which they were 
before the infurredion ; and thus did the inhal^itants of 
Wexford do every thing confident with duty by taking 
f he earlieft opportunity of returning to their allegiance^ 
)rhich, by the fundamental principles of the conftitu-* 
fion, could never be arraigned, ae they were not only 
ltbandoned» but even furrendered to the infurgents, by 
thofc who were bound, by every tie of duty and interefty 
to prote6l them, but who inftead of acting as they 
ought, fent a deputation of furrender, and fliamefully 
fled, leaving even their own wives and families, toge- 
ther with the other inhabitants, under the uncontroul- 

/ nble fway of the conquerors, whom they thus conft^ 

tuted regular enemies, 

Captain M'Manus of the Antrim militia and myfelC 
were appointed to proceed to the army at Oulard, with 
the propofal of jthe inhabitants of Wexford and lord 
Kingfl>orough's difpatches ; ' captain CHca of the . 
North Cork militia, and Mr. Thomas Cloney, were 
deputed on the like miflion to Ennifcorthy,; and cap- 
tain Bourke of the North Cork militia, and Mr. Ro- 
, belt Cartjr were fent to the army of Taghmon. Tht 
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meeting was then adjourned to the cuftom-hoare-qua7 
topropofe thefe arrangements to the people> aSembled 
there on parade for the purpofe. They approved of 
every ftep that had been taken with three cheers; and 
the bufinefs was coacluded by a mod feeling addrefs 
from do£lor Jacob> in tears> to the {^ople> whofe good 
opinion^ on all occaiions* he was fo happy as to poiTefsy 
by being very attentive in his duty as phyfician and 
furgeon to the wounded. A deputation then went to 
lord King(borough's lodgings to inform him of tbe^de*^ 
termination of the 'people ; and his lordihip upon ac« 
cepting of the military command of the town^ applied 
to captain Keugh for his fword ; but he^ taking % 
wrong imprei&on of the folemnity of the previous pro* 
f eedin£S> and imagining himfelf entitled to march out 
at the head of the people to meet the army approaching, 
the towni he propofed furrendering it ^nd the fword 
together! to the o£Bcer principal in command of the 
army approaching the town ; but not finding one fup* 
porter of this propofed fcheme, he rcluflantly furren- 
dered ta lord Kingiborcugh his fword and other armsj 
but with the greatell formality. 

Lord Kingiborough> thus invefted with the military 
nuthority in Wexford* fet about writing difpatches to 
the feveral officers commanding the. different armies ap- 
proaching the town> informing them> <« That the 
** town of Wexford had furrendered to him, and in 
" confequence of the behaviour of thofe in the totirn 
•« during the rebellion, they fliould all b^proteded in 
<* perfon and property, murderers excepted,and thofe 
♦« who had inftigated others to commit murder, hoping 
^^ thefe terms might be ratified, as he had pledged hia 
*< honour in the moft folemn manner to^have thefe 
«« terms fulfilled on the town being furrendcreJ to him* 

«'« the 
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^ the Wcxford-mcn not being concerned in the maf- 
«< fajcre^ which was perpetrated bjr country people in 
« their defence."* 

With thefe difpatches were cftclofed as a further 
document, the following propofals from the people of 
Wexford : «« That captain M<Manus (hall proceed from 
« Wcaford toward Oulard, accompanied by Mr. Ed- 
«* ward Hay, appointed by the inhabitants of all reli- 
cs gious perfuadons, to inform the officeV commanding 
<«'tbe king's troops, that they are ready to deliver up 
'« the town of Wexford, without oppofition, to lay 
'' down their arms and return to their allegiance, pro- 
^< yided that their perfons and properties are guaranteed 
<< by the commanding officer ; and that they will ufe 
" every influence in their power to induce the people 
^ of the country at large to return to their allegiance ; 
<' and thefe terms it b hoped captain M^Manus will 
« be able to procure." 
" Signed by order of the inhabitants of Wexford, 
** Wexford, June ti, 1798." " MATTHEW KEUGH. 

All matters being thus arranged, I went down to 
the gaol for captain M^Manus, as well as to announce 
the news to all the prifoners. As I had, on a former 
occafion, confultcd them on the letter, written in their 
name and behalf, and as they were univerfally pleafed 
with my fentiments, they all crowded about me, many 
of them even in their fliirts, and when I communicated 
to them the purport of the miffion of captain M^Manus 
and myfelf, the joy they manifeded can only be 
conceived by fuch as have been in a fimilar fnuation. 
They exprcffcd feniiments of the utmoft kindnefs to 
me in particular and hearty fuccefs to our undertaking. 
Captain M'Manus then accompanied me to lord Kingf- 

borough 
* See Appeodtx, capt. Baurke aad loi4 Ki0g{loii*s letters. 
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bdrongh} who waited his arrival to confult with him 
and the principal inhabitants logfther ; afcd when all 
things wcrciidjuftcd betweca them, and that his lord- 
fliip had written his difpatches, enclofing the propofal 
of the towrtfaien> the captain and I fet out> bearing 
thefe credenrikls, and proc«eded as far as Caftle- bridge, 
Inhere, finding that the troops which had been ftaiioneJ 
at Oulard, had moved toward Ennifoor.hy, we thought 
it beft to direfl onr courfe thither. As yet we had met 
with none but women and children who were bewail- 
ing their wretched condition in the moft piteous ftrains* 
Shortly afterwards, however, we met captain Dixon 
who had been prefcnt at the approval of our deputation 
by the people of Wexford in the morning; but the 
plan not correfponding with his fentiijaents, he had fct 
out with intention to gain oter a party in the country 
to way-lay and put us to death, but as all the men had 
gone to c^mp> he could not find arcomplices to aflift 
him in this undertaking* Soon after we met Morgan 
Byrne, a man of th^ fame (lamp, who was Dixon's af* 
fociatc the day before, and ^hofe cowardice and cru- 
elty were equally confpicuous,* he accofted us in the 
moft abrupt and favage manner, vowing death aud de- 
firu6tioii againft numbers, amongft whom he was 
pleafed to include myfelf and my companion, whom he 
called a fpy^ Upon my declaring that I was going to 
take obfervation of the pofuion of the army, he infill- 
ed upon accompanying us; and as he liad a mufket and 

H h bayonet, 

• The condufl of this man ex^cmplifics the vfaal lofatny attendant on »*»* 
/•r«i#ri, at iitimediatt 1) previous to the infatrcAion he had waited on ca()* 
tain (now major) Kavana^b, will) a plentifal offer of iorormalioo from hit 
father and himfelf, when ihc luddcn infurreaion prevented its accomj I Oi- 
mcnl. 1/^ and fonoe of hi» rWa/iVw were dilliuguilhed by their Uaibero'.t 
difpofitiooft, as true co^peraton of captain Dixon, whofc conduct ii a ma« 
aifcft proof how uDlikc yon fonietimcs find even brotberi^ as they >»^\c aiiy 
tiogai/hed by their iCAd^rneft and homanity, iwbereai he wa» a fen^ulnar/ 
moofter. 
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bftjronct, two cafes of piftols> one 'm holders and the 
other flung on his beltsy while we had no arms what- 
cverr I thought it moft prudent to humour him ; whkh 
I did for two miles that he rode with us, when we had 
the good fortune to (hake him off; and I then informed 
captain M^Manus of the danger we had efcaped by get- 
ting ofFfuch aruflSan. We then came to a refolution to 
be the fiift to addrcfs every one we met, to fhew our coa- 
frdence, and by this precaution we paflTed unmolefted 
by great numbers who were flying from Vinegar hlll> 
and the more dangerous as they were ftragglers from 
the main body of the infurgents that had taken another 
1-0 ad, and ufing many expedients to elude all enquiry 
on our bufincfs, but particularly calling out to the fu- 
gitives to colleft at the Three-rocks, (the place ap- 
pointed for the infurgents to wait until the conclufioa 
of the negociation then on foot,) we at laft arrived ia 
fig lit of the army at Daiby-gap> where captain M*Ma- 
nus threw off a great coat which I had the precaution 
to make him wear over bis regimentals. We then 
Jioifted a white handkerchief as our flag ; and could 
idcfcry the country all along between that and Ennif- 
eorthy in a moft dreadful fituation ; houfes on fire, 
dead men anvl women ftrewed along the road, and in 
the fields; while the foldiers were hunting for fuch as 
might be concealed in the ditches, and bringing down 
every perfon they met; in fine, it was altogether a 
dreadful piclure, exhibiting all the horrors of war ! A 
fmall party of the Antrim militia happened to be among 
the firft of the foldiery that we met, and thefe hailed 
their officer wi:h the moft heartfelt demonftrations of 
joy, and condu(51cJ us fafely to Drumgold, where we 
met major-geiicral fir James DafF, who led us into En- 
nifcorthy to general Lake the commander in chief, to 
Vhom wa delivered our difpatches. The remains of 

the 
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tlie town exhibited a dreadful afpe6l, as the greater 
part of the houCes, which had efcaped until the. arrival 
of the arniy> were ftill on fire ;> and the houfe which 
had been ufed as an hofpital by the infurgents, and 
which wasfet on fire with all the patients in it, conti- 
nued burning until ne^tt morning, when I faw a pait 
of a corpfe ftill hifling in the embers. 

The news of our arrival having quickly fpread 
through the town, numbers of officers, yeomen and 
gentlemen of my acquaintance crowded around me; 
fome anxious to Irear of their friends, while others ex- 
pieflcd how difappointed they would be if hindered to 
demolirti Wexford with all the concomitant horrors 
and atrocities ufual on fuch dreadful and fhocking oc* 
cafions ! — Some had the favage indecency even to 
mention fome young ladies by name, who, they in- 
tended, fhould experience the eifFefls of their brutal 
paflions before they would put them to death ; but 
thefe intentions, they feared would be fruftrated by the 
account I gave them of the piopofal and difpatches: — 
otiiers wifhed the extermination of all catholics ! — 
fome enquired for their friepds and relations, and 
amidft thefe horrors werfc not deflitute of humanity. 
While I was thus converfing with many of various 
defcriptions, major general fir James DuiF kindly 
came to me and entreated that I would go into the 
faoufe where the commander in chief was, and* by no 
means, to remain in the ftreets; »for that if I did, he 
entertained great apprehenfions I might fall a facrifice 
to the furious difpolition of many perfons in military 
array ; offering at the fame time to bring me any 
gentleman I wanted, as he fhould be forry I ftiould 
endanger my perfdn, of which I ought then to be par- 
ticularly careful, as, if I were to meet with any acci- 
H h z den^ 
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dent. It might put a flop to any farther negocUtlooy 
on io defirable an objC(5t as I was endeavouring 
to obtain, I tl^en went into the houfe where I 
continued tlie whole of that day and remained the 
whole nipht alfo, as upon follciting an anfwer to the 
diipatcLes, the c«»mniander in chief lignified that we 
fluuUl .«;: get it until ilie next 'morning. Sonaeofmy 
friends have fince informed me that they prevented 
fevcral pei fo :s ^vhq were on the point of fhooting me 
from jniiinp; their murderous intentions in effect > in 
the ftrceti, of Ennifcovthy. Captain O'llea of the 
Noith Coik triruia> and Mr. Cloney anived about 
two Iiours auer captain M^Manus and myfelf in Ennif- 
coit'.y. They, having taken the road dire6t from 
WexforJ, met the main body of the infurgents on 
their retreat ; and the feveral chiefs, having firft read 
the difpatches and propofal, permitted them to be for- 
warded witho'Jt further intenuption: they were not 
fcalcd> to ob\iate the danger fuch a ftep might 
occafion. 

'^ Captain Bourke of the North Cork militia, and Mr, 
Robert Carty p^-oceeded to Taghmon, and delivered 
their propolal and difpatches to general Moore, who 
had alreavly begun his march, which he purfuefl for a 
mile beyond Taghmon, when he halted on perceiving 
a great concourfe of people on the mountain of Forth, 
He then fcnt back Mr» Carty to lord Kinglborough* 
with direflions to return to him with furthcfr accounts 
of the (late of the country and new difpatches. The 
infurgents, on their defeat at Ennifcorthy and Vinegar- 
hill, retreated along the eaftern bank of the Slaiiey, 
over Carrig-bridge; and fo on to the Three-rocks, on 
the mountain of Forth, where they w^ere now obfcrved 
bjr general Moore, and fo occafioned Mr. Carty 's re- 
turn 
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lum to Wexford for further information. On th^ ) 

arrival of the infurgents at the fiation of the Threc- 
rocks> feveral difcuffions took place relative to th^ 
propofals for the furrender of the town of Wexford; 
into which they could not finally be reftrained from 
coming. Amoifg thofe vho thus haftily rufhed into 
the town> there were fomc turbulent fpiritS} a circqm- 
Aancc unavoidable on fuch qccafionsi and in fuch ai» * 

aficmblage. Thefe, apprehenfive of their fituation^t 
exerted every means in their power to prevent an ac- 
commodation! although carneftly wifhed for "by all ; 
the chiefs as weU as by the great body of \he people. 
Lord Kingiborough after he had afTumed the militarjr ', 
command of the town> went to the houfe of Mr^ 
Meyl er, where he was when this concourfe of people ^ 
arrived, and they infifted that his lordfliip and thtt ; 
other officers fliould come out to their camp> in order^ < 
as they faid> to procure the like terms for thcmfelvesy 
as for the inhabiunrs of Wexford. His lordfliip and i 
the ofl&ccTS fhould certainly have gone out to camp on • 
this occafion, but for tJie interference of Mr. Fitz* 
Gerald, who diffuadcd them from confen'ting to a 
meafure> that would endanger the lives of the pri- 
foners fhould they leave th_e town. The principal 
inhabitants, had before determined to march out 
with them, in order to prote6l them from any violence 
that might be attempted againft them ; and their 
united efforts, aflifted by the timely interpofition of the 
Tight reverend do6)oF Caulfield, the roman catholic 
bifhop of Ferns, prevented any further urgency. The 
people were addrefTed from the windows of the houfcj 
in. whichv an aflembly took place, for the purpofc of 
deviHng the beA means of preventing mifchief and ir* 
Tegulaiity : the people were entreated and fupplicated 

(o defiil from their intentions; as lord Kingfborough 

■ ■ ■ - ' ta^ 
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; liad given the moft folemn afTurances that they fhould 

have as good terms as he had promifed the inhabitants 
of Wexford ; and he moreover advifed them to go to 
their camp^ aftid not to lay down their arms until thefc 
terms would be perfeflly fecured. 

It was lord Kingfborough's own propofal, that the 
infurgents fhould remain encamped at Three-rocks 

» juntil they would fecure the fame terms with the inha- 

bitants of Wexford,* which it was naturally fuppofed 

i would be ratified ; and it is mucli to be lamented that 

-they did not return thither, as from the commanding 
fituation of the Three- rocks, it would be very difiBcult 
to diflodge them; belides, by fecuring thcpafs at Car- 
rig-bridge, the Slaney would have formed a very 

^ ftrong barrier againft the approach of the forces com- 

ing from Ennifcorthy ; and the infurgents would, by 
thefc means, Jiavc appeared fo formidable as to induce 
the granting of the terms demanded, and which good 

policy fo ftrongly dictated This would have put an 

end to any further difturbancc, and peace would have 
been immediately reftored ; nor Would the defolation, 
"which afterwards disfigured the country, at all have 
taken place ; and the lives of many facrificcd to the 
fury of the times, would have been fecured ; while it 
would have enfured the certain punifhment of all mur- 
derers and affaljins, many of whom, by the conduft 
that was purfued, efpaped the end fo juftly due to their 
enormous crimes. The amnefty bill afterward fecured 
thegreatcfl part; of the benefits claimed by the propo- 
fals, wifh the exception of officers; who, if they had 
not relied on the granting of thefe terms, would not 
have remained in Wexford, but would haye proceeded 
^^ • witu L.j _ . turgents, and fo have faved their live^ and 
propciticsj as well as others who fought their way, 
• a^(j^ 
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and at length obtained favourable terms : fo that all 
the evil confcqncnces t!:at enfued, are attributable to 
the impolicy of rcfufing tJie propofed terms, v?hich, it 
is to be prefumed, had there been a poiTibility of ob* 
taining lord Cornwallis's fentimentSj would have been 
readily complied with ; but unfortunately for thp 
county of Wexford, he had landed in Ireland but the 
day before, and his fyftem could not be fent forward 
tP couutera6t that which exifted before his arrival. 

Captain John Murphy, whofe humanity had been fo 
confpicuous, with his guns-men on Vinegar-hill, was 
Jiow po/led on the gaol for the protection of the pri- 
foners from the infernal fury of captain Dixon, who 
wiflied to renew, the diabolical cruelties he had been 
unfortunately able to put in execution the day before; 
in the abfence of the inhabitants of Wexford, who 
were now returned and determined to protect the re- 
maining prifoners at the rifque of their own lives. This 
they were happily able to efFedl as the murderers were 
too cowardly to attempt any thing that portended 
danger to themfelves. No one was therefore put to 
death on this day, tut enfign Harman of the North 
Cork militia, who was going out with Mr. Carty to 
general Moore, to whom they were now proceeding 
on a fecond miflion, with frefh difpatches from lord 
Kingfborough. They had but juft got outfide the 
town, when unfortunately met by a furious maniac* 
named Timothy Whelan, who inftantly fliot enfign 
Ilarman, and fnapped a piftol at Mr. Carty, who then 
thought it prudent to return, thus fiarrowly efcaping 
with life. This ruffian afterward had the audacity to 
attempt the life of lord Kingfborough, in order to put 
an end at once to all accommodation, not meeting 
with his approbation ; he would have been ordered 
/ for 
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[ for irtftant execution by the chiefs, but for fear of irri- 

tating the great body of the populace, too ready on 
fuch occafions add in fuch turbid times, to miftake def- 
ptTZcy for hcroifnu arid to attempt the mod violent 
deeds themfelves, if thwarted in their inclinations, or 
by meddling with their favourires^ 

The infurgents were at length prevailed on, by the 

, tnceffant entreaties and exertions of their chiefs, to quit 

the town of Wexford* Thty now divided themfelves 

t into two bodies:, the one under tfee comfnabd of the 

• • reverend Philip Roche, Inarchtd into the barony of 

JForth, and encamped that night at Sledagh ; the otherj 

under the conduft of mcffrs. Fitz-Gexald, Perry, and 

' Edward Roche, proceeded over the bridge lo Pep- 

* pard's caftlc, where they took their ftation for that 
( sight* 

\ General Moore, although he had orders not to ptc?- 

ceed farther than Taghmon on that day, that he might 
co-operate on the 21ft, in the general attack on 
Wexford ; yet from the prefcnt complexion of affairs 
! advanced toward that town, having perceived the de- 

parture of the people from the Three-rocks ; and hav- 
ing been alfo informed by captain Bourke of the 
peaceable difpofition of the Wexford people. Con- 
cerning the latter circumftance, captain Boyd, (now* 
returning home in general Moore's train) very pru- 
dently made very many cautious and ftri£l enquiries, 
requiring feveral affurances of the h&, from captain 
Bourke who had been fent out in that direction from 
Wexford; in addition to which he could himfelfj from 
the commanding elevation of the road he took, ob^ 
fer-ve the retreat of the infurgents over the bridge, be- 
fore he ventured into the town ; which after the moft 
minute cir^umfpeftion he at length entered, attended 

by 
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by fomc yeomen, almoft with as much precipitancy as 
he had formerly abandoned it. Some ftraggling 
wretches of country people were put to death on this 
triumphant occafion. All the green ornaments, that 
had been fo confpicuoufly exhibited hitherto, were novr 
torn down ; and fome perfons, who but the moment be- 
fore appeared anxious to demonftrate their friendfhip for 
the people, changed fides as quick as lightning, and 
endeavoured to exhibit every fymptom Of loyalty. 
General Moore, on confultation with lord Kinglbo- 
Tough, thought it mod advifable not to let his troops 
into the town, which it had been determined to anni- 
hilate previous to the negociation, and in confequence 
of this circuraftance, of which the army \ras perfeiSlly 
aware, it required the utmoft prir*caution to prevent it9 
being plundered, facked and deftroyed, with the atten- 
dant atrocities. The town*8- people now felt the utmoft 
anxiety, at not receiving any anfwer either to their 
own propofal or lord Kingiborough*3 difpatches, and 
as even tliofe which had been forwarded to general 
Moore himfelf, he had fent cfF, recjuefting further or- 
ders from General Lake. General Moore now took 
his ftation on the Wind-mill bills, taking every precau- 
tion, and having the advantage of a large park of ar- 
tillery; while thefituation itfelf completely command- 
ed the town of Wexford. The Chapman floop of war> 
commanded by captain Keen, took her ftation outfide 
the harbour, too fhallow for her to enter, and three 
gUQ-boats were fent to attack the fort of Roflarc» 
which was previoufly abandoned, and therefore they 
thence proceeded oppofite the town, completely com- 
manding the wooden-bridge and adjacent ftrand ; fo 
that Wexford was now thoroughly inverted both by 
land and water. On the approach of the army too, all 
the wounded men in the hofpital were put to the fword, 
I i »n4 
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lind fome of the draggling inhabitants loft their iive«^ 
notwithftanding the exprefs orders of general Moorei 
that ito kind of excefs Ihbuld be committed. 

At three o'clock A • M. of the lidy the trumpet founded^ 
for the army to march from Ennifcorthy, and everyone 
was on foot as foon as poffible. Shortly after captain 
M*Manus and myfelf, as well as captain O'Hea an<f 
Mr. Cloney, were required to wait on general Lakey 
who delivered me his anfwer to the propofal of thcf 
inhabitants of the town of Wexford, and defiredme to 
read it. It was as follows: «« Lieutenant-general 
«« Lake cannot attend to any terms by rebels in arm^ 
«« againft their foVereign : while they continue fo he 
<« muft ufe the force entrufted to him, with the litmoft 
** energy for their deftruftion. To the deluded 
«« multitude he promifes pardon on their delivering 
«< into his hands their leaders, furrcndering their 
*« arms, and returning with fincerity to their allegi- 
«* ance. 

•* Ennifcorthy, jane lad, 1758." «* Signed, G. LAKE/' 

On reading this I expreiled my fears, that fuch aot 
Anfwer would not be pleafing to the people of Wex- 
ford, as it did not ratify the terlns folemnly promifed 
by lord Kinglborough ; but general Lake would not 
allow further explanation on the fubjeft, as he de- 
clared he would not confirm any promife, made by lord 
Kingfborougfa, to whofe difpatches he would not even 
return m\y anfwer. He ^hen ordered thit I (hould 
be condudled by an ofiBcer, whom he named to the head 
of the army, whence I was to proceed to Wexford, and 
thence to return to him, with all convenient fpeed, with 
the determination of the inhabitants, as, he mentioned, 
he would not difcontjiiue the murch of the troops, and 

that 
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that if any fatality fhould happen lord Kin^fborough 
or any of the prifoners, nothing fliould diffuade him 
from his original intention pf annihilating the jown. I 
was alfo warned by him on pain of death, to return to ' 
him with a pofitive anfwer, and to bring lord Kingfbo- 
rough along with me ; and if on my approach to Wex- 
ford, I fliould not think it fafe for the officer accom- 
panying me to go into the town> I fliould return wkh 
that information immediately; ^nd th^t if any thing 
fhould happen to -the officer or to me> in confequence of 
having brought the difpatchet and prppofal, the town 
of Wexford was not to be fpared, I was then queftion- 
cd about th« date of the country, the bridges, roads* 
find the like ; and general Lake finding> upon enquiry 
what road I was to take, that I fliould not want an 
cfcoit until I would reach general Needham's divifi- 
on, encamped at Ballenkeele, he fent crders to him by 
Bte, to furnifli me with any cfcort I might require, to 
condu6l me fafe to Wexford. Capt. 0*Hea and I were 
then led to the head of the army by a general officer, 
ai|d we fetofF with all expedition, to avoid as much as 
pofliblethe horrid fpeflacleof the dead bodies of men 
And women, ftrewed along the roads and over the ad- 
jacent fields, fome bearing marks of the mod favage and 
indecent cruelty ; fome with th'cir bowels ripped open* 
and ot4icra with their brains daflied Out; filuati6ns 
' which they did not nX all exhibit the day before, whea 
I faw them lying dead on my way to Ennifcorthy ! ! ! 

Qn delivering my orders, to geneial Needham, while 
the efcoit was getting ready, I was furrounded by feve- 
ral officers and yeomen who expreffed like favage fen-* 
liments with thofe I heard the day before at Ennifcor- 
thy ; and I was truly aftoniflied to hear men of fuch 
rank and education as they were making ufe of fuch 
I i % language. 
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language, Some^ however, cxprelTed anxiety tempered 
vith humanity. The efcort being got ready, confiding 
of a troop of the ancient Britons, and a trumpeter, com- 
manded by captain Wynne, we fet off and could learn 
nothing along the road but the mournful lamentations 
of women, the country having been abandoned by the 
men ! When we arrived near Caftle-bridgei I proceed- 
ed for fome diftance by my felf to reconnoitre, and, per- 
ceiving no interruption, I called on the efcort to come 
on ; and when we came in fight of Wexford, the trum- 
pet was founded, and I hoifted a white handkerchief 
to announce our arrival ; but we did not learn that the 
town had furrendered to general Moore, until we ar- 
rived at Ferry -bank adjoining the wooden -bridge. As 
this was not as yet paffablc for horfes, as the loofe 
planks that had been laid on where the flooring tl^as 
burned w^ere thrown oiF on the retread of the infur* 
gents, captain Wynne and I proceeded on foot as far as 
the portcullis, which had been hoifted fincc the pre- 
ceding evening. We were therefore detained for half- 
an hour, till orders were given to let it down. Dur- 
•ingthe time that we were thus detained, I faw.the 
prifon-fliip and feveral other veffels fet on fire : many 
more were afterwards burned ; and all the fliips in the 
]iarbour,that were notconfumed, were fo farconfidered 
as prizes taken from the infurgents, that the owners 
w^ere ob liged to pay falvage ! When the draw-bridge 
was let down, we waited on lord King{borough, to 
whom I made known the orders I had to , bring him 
out to general Lake ; but he declared he could not 
poflibly comply, as he had been appointed by general 
Moore to command iit the town He however wrote 
a letter, excufing his attendance; and on receipt of 
this, I fet off with captain Wynne and his troop of 
torfe, which had by this time crqficd the bridge, in 

ordci? 
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order to return to general Lake; and we met him t 
little outfide the town# as, on hearing what had 
happened, he moved forward with all expedition ; 
and on delivering him loid Kingfborough's letter, w« 
formed part of his fuite on his entrance into Wexford. 
The prefervation of this town, may, indeed, be re- 
corded as a wonderful event, as its deftruflion feemed 
as determined as that of Nineveh ; and yet its ftate« 
then and now, bearing fo few marks of depredation 
or direption of any kind, is a circumftance that has 
furprifed all who have vifited it fince, and who obferv- 
cd the defolation that prevailed in all pthcr dircdioai 
lirhere difturbances had exifted. 

Relying on the faith of lord Kinglborough^s pro- 
inifes of complete proteftion of perfons and piopertiest 
feveral remained in the town of Wexford, uncon- 
fcious pf any reafon to apprehend danger ; but thejr 
were foon taken up and committed to gaol. The rev. 
Philip Roche had fuch confidence in thefe affuranceSf 
and was fo certain of obtaining finiilar terms for thofc 
under his command, that he left bis force at Sledaghj 
Jn full hopes of being permitted to return in peace to 
their homes, and was on. his way to Wexford, unarmed 
coming, as he thought, to receive a confirmation of the 
conditions, and fo little apprehenfive of danger, tha^ 
he advanced within the lines, before he was recogn 
nifed, when all poffibility of efcape was at an end. 
He was inftantly dragged from his horfe, and in the 
mod ignominious manner taken up to the camp on the 
Wind-mill hills, pulled by the hair, kicked, buffetted, 
and at length hauled down to the gaol in fuch a condi- 
tion as fcarcely to be known. The people whom he 
had left, in expeflation of being permitted to return 
quietly home> waited his ariivaU but at laft being in- 

forx&ed 
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feri&ed of his fate^ they abandoned all idea of peaces 
«nd fet off qndcf the commarfd of the reverend John 
Murphy tor FooksVmilU ^nd fo on, through Scollagh- 
gap# into the county of Carlow. 

From the encampment at Ballenkcele, commanded 
by general Needhan^y detachments were fent out to 
, fcour the country. They burned the catholic chapel 
of Ballemurrin, Atuate on the demefne of Ballenkeele. 
' On which they were encamped, befides fevej-al houfes 
in the neighbourhood. The principal of thefc wai 
f chat of Ncwpark, the feat of Mr. Fitz-Gerali ; which 

x along with all the out-offices, haggard of corn, by far 

the Urgfcll in the county of Wexford , a malt- houfe con- 
taining fifteen hundred barrels of malt and a thoufand 
barrels of barley, were entirely confumed ; as were alfo 
the houfe, oflSces, and malt- houfe, containing a thou'and 
barrels of malt, at Ballimore, belonging to Mr. Ed* 
jnund Stafford, miftaken, as I have been informed, for 
the dwelling and property of general Edward Roche ; 
^ befides a great number of houfes of inferior note. In 

fhort^ death and defolation were fpread throughout the 
Country, which was fearched and hunted fo that fcarcely 
a man efcaped ; and the old, who were feeble and de- 
^ crepit with age, and who could not therefore cafily 

move out of the way, as well as the idiots or fools, 
J were the viflims on this occafion ; as almoft all fuch 

; ^ as had the ufe of their linibs and intellefts had previ- 

dufly made off with the main body of the people. The 
dead bodies were to be fccn fcattered about, with their 
throats cut acrofs, and mangled in the m9ft fhocking 
ttjanner It is fcarcely poffible to defcribc all the hor* 
rors and devaftations that took place, as all the atro- 
cities of war were mod woefully exhibited. The 
fair fex became the prey of theluftfal foldiery; and 

femal;^ 
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female bc^uty^ whicb at all other tmtiSt mny he cou- 
fidered a blcffing, pow bec^oie a .cprfe^ as women paifl 
dearly for their perfopal charipsi .which (aiW not to 
iLugipent.the general brutality x)f thefe odious and de- 
Xeftable deeds J What ipuft be the pangs of amother on 
ieeing her beloved favourite child* dragged from her 
^y the ruffian hands of an unfeeliag xtkon&CTf glorying 
in his barbarity* and confidering his crime meritoxioua 
in proportion to its enormity j fpreading death and 
difeafe to the utmoft extent of his depraved capacity ! 
The Mompefch dragoons are held in peculiar remem* 
.brance on this occafion. Indeed^ the ferocity of the 
Joldiery in general was fuch* at this period* thai! 
:the women and children, through- the country, 
even now, are worked up to the higheft pitch of hor- 
ror at the fight of a military man* .as bringing tolbeir 
recolle^ion all the barbarous fcenes of which tbegr 
had been formerly witnefles ! Notwithfianding the 
alx>minations of the vileft of pijkemen* it is a well efia* 
birfhed fa£l* that during the perlodof their uncontroul* 
able fway* no female^ not even one of the wives and 
daughters of thofe whom they coj;ifidered their greateft 
enemies* ever (bftered any kind of violation from them ; 
and their general xefpefl for the (ex is as true as it ia 
wonderful ; and their forbearance in this particular is 
as remarkably civililed as the condud of the troops 
was favage* fparlng neither friend nor foe in their in* 
difcriminate and licentious brutality. ^ 

The northern part of the county of Wexford had 
been almofl totally deferted by alLthem^le inhabitantsi 
on the i^th*atthe approach of the army under general 
Needham.' Some of the yeomanry, who formerly de- 
ferted it* returned to Gorcy on the 21ft* and on finding 
CO officer of the aimy> as was e^pededto command 

lhcrc> 
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there> thcy^ with many otbcrsj who returned along 
with them> fcoured the country rounds and killed great 
aumbcre in their houfes, befides all the ftragglers they 
met, moft of whom were making the beft of their way 
home unarmed from the infurgents, who were then be- 
lieved to be totally difcomfited. Thefe tranfaflions be- 
ing made known to the great body of the infurgents^ en- 
camped at Peppard's-caftle> on the acid, they refolved to 
retaliate, anddireftly marched for Gorey, whither they 
had otherwife no intention of proceeding. The yeomen 
und their aflfociates, whofe conduft had been fo confpi- 
cuous on the day before, made fome fliew of refiftance, 
having proceeded fome little diftance outfide the town, 
as it were boldly to meet the force coming againft them ; 
but upon the near approach of the infurgents, they fled 
back with the utmoft precipitation ; and thence", acom- 
panied by a great many others, haftened toward Ark- 
Iqw, but were purfued as far as Coolgreney, with the 
lofs of forty- feven men. The infurgents had been ex- 
afperated to this vengeance, by difcovering through 
the country as they came along, feveral dead men, with 
their fcuUs fplit afuader, their bowels ripped open, and 
their throats cut acrofs, befides fome dead women and 
children : they even met the dead bodies of two women 
about which thcfurviving children were creeping, and 
bewailing them, poor innocents ! with piteous cries! 
Thefe fights hafleneJ the infurgent force to Gorey, 
where their exafperaiion was confiderably augmented . 
by difcovering the boJies of nine men, who had been 
hanged the day before, devouring by pigs in the ftreetsi 
others recently (hot, and fome ftill expiring. 

After the return of the infurgents from the purfuit, 
feveral peifons were found lurking in the town and 
brought before Mr. Fitz Gerald, particularly Mr. Pip- 

pardt 
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pard, fovercign of Gorey ; but from this gentleman's 
age and refpeflability, he wa*^ confidered incapable of 
being ecccirary to the perpetration of the horrid cru- 
elty which pfovoked and protnpted this fudden rc- 
Tenge, and he and others were faved, 'prote»?{cd> and 
fet at liberty. At this critical time the news of the 
burning of Mr. Fitz-Gerald's houfe, haggard and malt- 
houfcs, by which he loft feveral thoufand pounds, ar- 
rived ; and, had the fmalleft feed of rancour or cruelty 
exiftcd in the mind of fu^h a fuiferer, he might have 
fo far felt it, on this cccafion, as not to reft rain the 
infnrgents from exterminating Gorey, which they were 
loudly proclaiming as a juft retaliation for the devafta- 
tion committed on fb great a favourite of the people. 
The magnanimity and forbearance of Mr. Fit2-Gcrald 
at fo tr/ing a ci ifis, arc truly remarkable^ as, forgetful 
of fUvh great peiTonal injury, he exerted his utmoft 
endeavours to rcftrain the infurgents, vociferating veor 
geancefor his wrongs, and fucceeded in leading them ofF 
from Gorey ; when after a flight repaft, they refumed 
their intended route, reftcd that night at the W.hitc- 
heaps on Cfoghan mountain, and on the 23d fet ofFfor 
the mountJiins of Wicklow. 

General Lake, with fome other general officers, re- 
mained for fome time in Wexford, The gaol of this 
town was now immenfely crowded^ as a! mod every one 
of the principal inhabitants were taken up and arraign- 
<?d for treafon. Many of tliem, however, were acquit- 
rrc! upon trial, which was by court-martial, and the 
g' *.ater number received protections, according to lord 
CornM-allis's proclamation. Captain Keugh had tc- 
maincd atlo.d Ivinglborough's lodgings, and after the 
fnvr'?ndcv of t^c town two ccntincls were placed on 
him ihcie'iov two day*^^ w»hen he was removed to tba 

K k , gaol. 
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gaol. Mr. Cornelius Grogan was taken at his feat oi 
JohnftowD, where he had remained^ unconfcious of 
any danger until conduced to prifon. Mr. Bagnal 
Harvey had gone to his refidence at Bargy-caftle> hav- 
Ing no conception that the terms^ agreed upon with 
lord Kingft)orough> would not be ratified. Indeed^ fo 
confident was he of the contrary> that he fent fome 
fat cattle into Wexford for the ule of the army ; but 
learning from the meflcngjcr who drove them thither^ 
that no conditions whatever would be obtained^ he haf- 
teaed with the fatal news to Mr^Colclough. This gen- 
tleman had previoiyfly taken his wife and child to one of 
tbeSaltee iflandss where he thought to have weathered 
out the ftor0> of theangry time in a cave^ into which he 
had gone for concealments Thither Mr. Harvey now alfo 
Jeforted ; but they were all foon difcovered> and the 
news of their being taken arrived in Wexford while 
they were conveying round to the harbour in a boat. 
This attracted a great number of people lo the quay» 
curious to fee them brought in, and amidft this con- 
courfc. Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Colclough and his lady 
were landed. The gentlemen were then led through 
the gazing multitude to the gaoU where they were con- 
fined in the condemned cells. 

A court maitlil was inftituted for the trial of prifon- 
ers on charges oftrcafon. The reverend Philip Roche 
was the fiift tried and condemned by this tribunal. 
Captain Kengii was the next put on his trial, at which 
he made a very able defence ; but was alfo condemned. 
The entrance of the wooden-bridge was the fcene 
fixed on^ for the place of execution. The fuffercrs 
were hauled up with pullies, made fall with ropes to 
an ornamental iron arch, intended for lamps, and 
fpringing from the two WQoden picis of the gate next 

the 
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xhe town. Tbe large ftature of the reverend Philip 
Roche caufed the firft rope he was hauled up with to 
break ; but another was foon procured, and his life was 
ended with double torture. The head of captain Keugh 
who fufFeied along with him. was feparated from his 
body, and conrfpicuotffly placed on a pike ewer the front 
of the court-houfe. Their bodies, together with 
thofeof others executed at the fame time were ftripped 
and treated with the utmoft brutality and indecency# 
previoHS to their being thrown over the bridge. 

Mr. Grogan was brought to- trial on the 26th, hut 
the evidence, which he hoped to obtain of his inno- 
cence, did not attend on account of the general appre- 
henflon that prevailed. His trial was therefore poft- 
poned, and he was remanded to gaoU Mr. Harvey 
was then put on histrial, which lafted for the beft part 
of the day, and ended in his condemnation. Mr. Gro- 
gan*s triaf was then refumcd ; but this he did not ex- 
pcfl until the next day, and confequently he had not 
been able to procure all the neceflary evidence. It was 
indeed proved, that he was forced to join the infurgents, 
but this did riot prevent a fcntence of his convi6lion : 
fuch was the Idea entertained at the time of the neceP- 
fity of public example 1 The condemnation of tbefe 
gentlemen was afterwards confirmed by the Iri(h par* 
liamcnt, which pafled an aft of attainder againft themt 
and a confifcation of their properties ; not wnth {landing 
that, on parliamentary enquiry into the merits of the 
proceedings, it was clearly proved, that the court-mar- 
tial had not been even fworn : fo that although their 
condemnation and the confifcation of their proper- 
. tics be fanflioned by law, yet the juflice of the procefs is 
Tcry qucftionablc, and the invefligation of it will em- 
K k 2 plojr 
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ploy the pens of future hiftorians; particularly i^ tbe 
cafe of Mr. Grogan, who was undoubtedly facrificed to 
the temper of the times. Oo the 27th, meflrs, Harvey , 
Ciogan, and Mr, Patrick Prendergaft, a rich mahfter 
in Wexford were ordered out to execution. When 
Mr. Harvey was brought out of his ceU> be met Mr. 
Grogan in the gaol-yard, and accofted him in a feeling 
affeflionate manner: while fhaking hands with him. 
he faid, in the prefence of an oflBcer and fome of the 
guards, and in the hearing of feveral prifoners, who 
had crowded to the windows, " Ah ! poor Grogan, you 
die an innocent man at all events." They were then 
conduced to the bridge, where they were hapgedj 
when the heads of mefTrs. Grogan and Harvey were cut 
off and placed upon pikes on each fide of that of capt. 
Keugh; while their bodies, and that of Mr. Prender- 
gaft, were ftript and treated with the ufual brutal inde- 
cencies, before being caft over the bridge ! Mr, 
Colclough was brought out to trial on the fame day 
and condemned. On the next day he was executed, 
but his boJy, at the intcrcellion pf his lady, was given 
up to her to be interred. Mr. John Kelly of Killan, 
whofe courage and intrepidity had been fo confpicuous 
at the battle of Rofs, now lay ill in Wexford, of a wound 
Vrhich he had received in that engagement : he was 
taken prifoqcr from his bed, tried and* condemned 
to die, and brought on a car to the place of execution. 
His head was cut off, and his body, after the accuftomed 
indignities, was thrown over the bridge. The head, 
however, was referved for other exhibition. It was 
firft kicked about on the cuftom-houfe-quay, and then 
brought up into the. town, thrown up and treated in 
the fame manner oppofite the houfe in which his fifter 
lodged, in order that flie might view this new and 
favage game at foot-ball^ of which when the players - 

were 
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•were tired, the head was placed in the exalted fituatieii 
to which it had been condemned, above that of c^ptau| 
Keugh, over the door of the court-houfc. 

On the 28th, general Lake quitted Wexford, leav- 
ing the cammand there to general Hunter, whofe con- 
du61: mufl ever be remembered with gratitude by the 
people, as, on feveral pccafions, he checked the per- 
fecuting fpiiit of the geptry and yconjanry ; and this 
contributed much more than Tev^rity, or any olh^r 
mode couki poflibly do, to induce the people to furren- 
der their arras, take out protcclions and return to their 
homes in peace. This defirable objefl would not have 
been fo happily accoropliflicd had he not interpofed his 
authority, (o far as to threaten fpme gentlemen with 
punifhment, whofe habitual zeal and mode of keeping 
the country quiet, he totally difapproved of, as he did 
liot wifh to fee the people again roufed by^the continu* 
jnce of rhcir exertions. Brigadier general Grofe was 
llationed under the command of general Hunter 
at Ennifcorthy, where he was diftinguifhed for his 
pacific conduQ. The firft and Qoldftream regiments 
of guards were providentially placed in Rofs, under the 
command of general Gafcoigne, and their condud 
there muft be ever recorded to their immortal honouri 
as exhibiting true principles of juftice and philan* 
thropy, ftepping in' between the people and their op* 
preflbrs, who were not only reftrained in their career 
of perfecution, but even fhamed into compliance with 
the fyftem of pacification. Many were releafed fron^ 
prifon after the fevereft treatment ;^nd on enquiry into 
iheir cafes nothing could be alledged againft them. 
They were confequently difcharged, it being evidenl 
ihat their confinement had been moft unwarrantahlejt 
and to be accounted for only as a. part of the dreadful 

fyftem 
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fyftem of tyranny and opprcffion which preceded ^A 
produced fo many evil confequcnccs. 

This is ftrongly exemplified in the cafe of doftor 
Healy.— •This gentleman was a native of Rofs> and had 
praftifed as a phyfician for fome years in Wexford, 
whence he was on his way> on Whitfunday, to his na- 
tive town> and flopping at Healthfield, the feat of Mr. 
John Grogan> he found that the latter wanted, horfes 
for fome of his corps of yeomen, to conduft ferjeant 
Stanley to Waterford. The doiloi* then difmounted 
his fervant> and gave the horfe he.rode to Mr. Grogan 
for the purpofc required ; and puifued his journey to 
Rofs where all his relations refided. Some of thofc 

. who abandoned Wexford, on the z8th of May, conaing 
afterwards to Rofs, had the inhumanity to get do<Slor 
Healy confined, and the prevailing torture of whipping 

I inflicted on him. His life was confcquently endangered,, 
and he continued to exj>erieqce the moft brutal treat- 
ment, and was in conftant terror of being put to death, 
until relieved, along with many others, all of whom 
appeared pcrfcflly innocent, upon enquiry into their 
fituation ; and it is natural to fuppofe, that their ene- 
mies would have come forward to accufe them, if they 
had any charge to make, were it only to give fome 
colour of juftice to their con^u5i, which appeared emi- 
nently tyrannical to the officers of the guards, who 
had no idea that fuch tranfaftions could have takeft 
place in any country. - -- 

I am induced to infert the following circumftance froni 
Mr. Alexander's account, as he was not liable to be im- 
pofed on, in th's inftance, by any mifreprcfentaiion : 
«* corporal Morgan of the firft regiment of guards 
** obfciving a countiy proicited rebel, whofa houfc 
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«< was burned for his crimen drop down at the word of 
*< commands upon his knees to the gentleman who had 
*' burned his houfe, ran haftily to the fellow and 
'* lifted him off his kneesj exclaiming," <« Get up 
** you mean-fpirited boor, and do not proftratc yourfelf 
*« to any being but your god : furely, you do not mif- 
" take this man for that being ?" « Sir," replied the 
** gentleman^ " he fhall go on his knees to me as he 
*« ought." « No, Sir," returned the corpora^ «« he 
*' fhall not ; at leaft in my prefence, and while I 
*' have the honour of being in the king's guards. We 
*' give the king but one knee^and that the /^; rc- 
** ferving, the right knee, as well as the honour of both 
** for god, and I tell you to your fiery phiz, (whether 
*' you beliere me or not) that you are neither a god 
«• nor a king, nor (hall you receive the honour of ei- 
*^ thcr." *< This was a young man of good educa- 
^< tion, and in the fame latin clafs with me at the late 
«* reverend Mr. Wesley's academy at King's^wood, 
<« near BriJloL He was the fon of an eminent mctho" 
<« difi preacher."* 

The conduct of thofe commanders laft- mentioned, 
was fuch as to induce the people to flock in, with the 
greateft confidence, to procure proteflions; and the 
country under their benign influence foon afTumed quite 
another appearance. Had the county of Wexford 
enjoy ed the blefling of being ruled by fuch men pre- 
vious to the infurre6lion, I am fully perfuaded that no 
difturbance would have taken place there ; and it is to 
be regretted^ that they.did not continue longer in com- 
mand than they did, as on their departuie former influ- 
ence fo far prevailed as to exhibit a tendency to perfc- 
cution, by rcfuming, as much as poflible, their former 

condufl, 
• Sec Alcxinrf<r'« accoBiit, p. io5, 107, 
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tendud» which dtre not be attempted vhen properly 
checked and under due reftiaint. General Needham 
ODmnHinded in Gorey, and difFeicnt other officers were 
fiationed at Taghmon and ferns to grant protedions. 

Although I meant to confine diyfclf, in this narra- 
tiTCj to what happened in the county of Wexford ; 
yet, it might be confidered defcflive, did I not relate 
what afterward took place, until the warfare of the 
Wcxford-men was clofed by furrcnder/m the county 
of Kildare, under meflrs. Fitz-Geraldand Aylmer. 

The infurgents whd pafTed weft of th^ Slaney, under 
the conduct of the ret erend John Murphy, direfled 
their march to gtt rnio the county of Carlow, through 
Scollagh'gap. Here thc^ met with fomA oppofition 
from a fmall body of troops placed there to oppoAs the 
pafiage. Thefe, however, they foon overpowered, 
Mid burning the village of Killedtoond on the Carlos 
fide of the pafs, they continued their march to New- 
bridge, where they arrived on the morning of the 23d, 
and quickly defeating a party of horfe and foot, (la- 
tioned on the bridge to prevent their palling it, they 
took twenty-eight of the Wexford militia, part of the 
force there ftatiol)ed, bnt the cavalry haftily retreated 
130 Kilkenny. From this town fir Charles Afgill im- 
mediately fet out to meet the infurgents at Newbridge^ 
bat was too late, as they had moved off towards Caftle- 
comcr, in expe<SUtion of being joined by the colliers, 
from whom they expected confiderable afliftance. On 
the Z4th the infurgents proceeded from the Ridgc-of- 
Leinfter, on which they relied the night before, to at- 
tack Caftlecomer. Near this town they met a party 
of about two hundred and fifty men, whom thdy obliged 
to retreat precipitately before them into the body of 
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the place. A thick fog, howevfer, , prevented them 
from obferving the great inferiority of their oppo- 
nents* and this, added to the town being on firei (of 
\irhich each party accufes the other) alfo prevented 
their obferving the approach of fir Charles A fgill, (who 
had moved after them with a large military force) until 
they began to be raked with grape fliot from his artil- 
lery. This furprize forced the infurgents, with great 
lofs, to quit their enterprize, the Wexford militia pri- 
foners being retaken from them • but ftill, fir C. Afgili 
thought it prudent to retreat that evening back to Kil- 
kenny> accompanied by a vaft number of the inhabi- 
tants of Gaftlecomeri which, by the bye, was inftantly 
after taken poflefTion of again and plundered by the in<i- 
furgents. After this they pufhcd on to the Queen's 
countyi^where they icmained that night, and finding/ 
themfelves greatly difappointed in not being joined by 
the inhabitants, and their own body being confiderably 
\reakened by defeition, they fefolved to return home 
to the county of Wexford. They accordingly directed 
their courfe to Newbridge, and encamped that night on 
Killcomney-hill, where they were furrounded during 
the night of the 25th, by a large military force, con- 
lifting of about five hundred of the Downfliire militia^ 
commanded by major Matthews, who purfued them 
frotti Caftlecomer, having fiift notified his intention to 
fir Charles Afgili at Kilkenny, who accordingly fet out 
frotn that place, at the head of twelve hundred men^ 
and arrived time enough to co-operate in the attack. A 
very thick fog prevented the infurgents from being 
fcnfiblc of their fituation^ on the morning of the. 26thi 
until they experienced a fevere difcharge of cannoa 
on one fide, n^hich made them fhift their ground a lit- 
tle ; but on receiving a fecond falute of the fame kind 
from aoQiher quarter, the rout became general ; and 
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tbey fled with great precipitancy : ijideed> thcT* nurfl^ 
have been entirely cut off, had not the horfemen that 
were among theia ralUed^ aad prerented the caval'py 
from purfuit ; in which dangcfoaa fervicelheydifplay- 
cd great courage and intrepidity. The ffaughtcr, bow* 
e^er» proved very great > but it b lamentable^ that the 
greater part of the fiain> on this occafion* were the 
Mopie of the adjacent country 9 who had not at all joined 
ihe infargents^ nor left their honfes;. and great depre- 
.datfons^ rvk the way of plunder^ wer^ alfo commttted 
^n aU who happened to be placed near the fcene of 
juAion* This body of Wexford infargentSy after again 
forcing their paffage back thro' Scollagh-gap, againft 
fome troops who endeavoured to oppofe themy never 
made its appearance again^ as the people difpcrfed and 
tctired to their fcveral homea^ except a very few whd^ 
joined their aflbciates in the county of Wicklow. 

The other body of Wexford infurgents which had 
proceeded, as before obferved> after the attack upoa 
Gorcy, aaf far as the White-heaps, in the county of 
Wicklow, fet ©ff on the morning of the 23d, toward the 
lead- mines. While rcfting in apofture of defence, on 
an eminence near this place, they perceived a body of 
troops, in the hollow beneath, and thefe fired fome 
bomb-ftiells at them from the oppofite fide of a river.. 
The infurgents having no cannon retreated toward 
Monafeed, where they halted part of that night, and 
arrived on the morning of the 24th at Donard, whicll 
they fouTid deferted. Here they waited, for fome time^ 
for refrefhmept, and then moved toward GlanBtulIeo» 
where they met a fmall party of cavalry, who fled at 
iheir approach. They found the village of Augbiioi 
laid wade, and many dead bodies bearing marks of 
iMTuelty. FiOj3» this place they proceeded to Bleffing*- 
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ton, tnd although their mann^ moftly was to reft as 
inuch as poffible by day, and march during the night> te 
«void^he purfult of a body of cavalry that was obferved 
to follow them, and which generally appeared In view; 
they, however, encamped this night at Ballymanus, 
where uniting their forces with tHofe of Mr. Garret 
Byrn€, the whole moved, on the morning of the 25th, 
toward Hackctfjown, before which th^y appeared 
about feven o'clock in the morning. The military 
were drawn up, in a fmall "field outfide the tow«, ready 
ito receive them, but they were forced to give way^ af* 
ter the lofs of captain Hardy, and four privates, of th« 
Hacketftown yeoman infantry ; while the pikemen of 
the infurgents were wading acrofs the river, to attack 
the place on all fidea. The cavalry retreated and kept 
aloof during the remainder of the aftion ; but the in- 
fantry, confifting of about one hundred and feventy. 
men, retired into the barrack, and a malt houfe adjoin- 
ing it, from which their fire did great execution, as diJ 
that from the houfe of the reverend Mr. M^Gbee, who 
defended it with uncommon bravery, his force confift- 
ing of iiinc men only; but whofe galling fire had 
the greater tffcSt as it commanded the main-ftreet, 
and alfo that part of the barrack which was thought 
moll vulnerable. This the infurgents endeavoured, 
i5rveral times, to fet fire to, as they had before to the 
Tcft of the town ; but all in vain. At lepgth they 
inade a defperate effort to accomplifti their purpofe. A 
few men proceeded up to the building, under the cover 
of feather beds and matted ftraw, fattened on cars ; but 
they were only fuccefsful in obliging the military to 
abandon the malt-houfc, and could not by any means 
^et poffeffion of the barrack or of Mr. M^Ghce's houfe, 
t)oth fo fituated as to fupport each/)thpr. The infur- 
gents at laft deeming it impracticable to cffeft their 
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defign, without cannon, of which they had not a iingle 
pieccj retreated from the place, softer an aflion qf nine 
hours, in which they had loft great numbers, carry- 
ing off their wounded and driving before them all the 
cattle from about the town, they encamped that night 
^t Bleflington. The lofs of the garrifon was but ten 
killed and twenty wounded; however (hey thought it 
moft prudent to abandop the place, which they did^ 
and retreated that evening to Tullow m the county of 
Carlow. During the engagement, it is fs^id, that a con- 
fiderable force of cavalry and infantry flood on a hill 
at a fmall diftance, in view of the fcene of aftion, but 
did not venture to jpin in the battle. 

Difappoinjed by fhe r^pulfe at Hacketftown, the re- 
maining Wexford infurgents, in conjunflion with thei^ 
Wic klow aflbciates, directed their march toward Car- 
new, whichthey w^re r^folved, if poffible, to carry | 
but general Needham, being « informed of their ap- 
proach, detached a ftrong body of infantry, and about - 
two hundred cavalry, from hi^camp at Gorey,to inter- 
cept them. The cavalry alone, howeyer, as the in- 
fantry were recalled, came up. with the infurgents o^ 
the road to Carnew. Thefe feigning a retreat, having 
timely notice of their approach, fuffer^dihccav,alry to 
pafs, until they brought them into an ambufcade, where 
their gunfmen were placed on both fides of the way, 
behind 'the ditches to receive them. At the firft di(- 
charge they were utterly^confounded, and being una- 
ble to give their opponents Jtny annpyance, they at- 
tempted to retreat in great hafte toward Carnew. But 
here they had to encounter another part of the plan of 
ajmbufli ; fpr the infurgents rightly conjeauring, th?it, 
when foiled, they would attempt getting off in ib^t di- 
Tcflion, had blocked up the ros^d with cars and other 
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Incumbrances, they were for fome time expofed to th« 
fire of the infurgen?s> and loft about eighty of theic 
pumber, among whom wcire two oflkers, captain Gif- 
fard of the juicient Britons, and Mr, Parfons adjutant 
of the Ballaghkeen cavalry ; the reft eiFefled their re* 
treat to Arklow, The detachment was commande4 
by lieutenant-colonel Puleftone of the ancient Britons^ 
pf whom twenty were among* the flain. The animo-^" 
fity of the people againft this regiment, which they 
charge with being guilty of great excefles, may be in- 
ftanced in the cafe of a black trumpeter belonging to 
it who fell into their bands alive on this occafion. 
When feized upon, this man loudly declared, that he 
V^as a roman catholic, ami befought them to fpare him 
for' the fake of his religion. But his deeds with which 
he was upbraided, were too recent and too notorious, 
^nd he obtained no quarter. The infurgents loft not a 
fingle man in this adion ; but they were foiled in theif 
defign upon Carnew, the garrifon of which, being 
alarmed by the retreating cavalry, had juft time to fe- 
jrure themfelves in a malt-houfc before the approach ot 
%he infurgents, who, after an ineflS:3ual attack, march** 
pd off to Killcavan-hilL 

On the id of July, as the infurgents began to move 
toward Shilelah, they were purfued by a body of yco- 
jnen, cavalry and infantry before whom they retired 
^o an eminei^ce, called Bfillyra been- hill. Here they 
look poft, but as the yeomen moved up the hill, the 
infurgents poured uippn them with fuch impetuofity and 
vehemence, that they were in an inftant utterly difcom- 
fited, with the lofs of feventy privates and two oflBcers» 
all infantry, for none of the cavalry fell. The officer* 
. nvere captain Chamney of the Coolattin, and captain 
^i^oQ of the Coolkenna corps ; befidqs numbers were 
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wounded. Sixty privates, under captain Morcton of 
tie^ Tinahely, and lieutenant Chanwiey of the Cool- 
gttin yeoment retreated into captain Chamney's houfc 
$t the foot of the hill, whither they were puifaed by 
the iijfurgents, who continued to attack them all nighty 
but they "were refifted with the utmoft bravery and 
^oolnefs, mnd at length repulfed with confidcrable 
lofa, to whifch it is probable the light afforded by & 
houfe adjoining, that of Mr. Henry Moreton, (which 
had been fet on fire by the infurgents in their phrenfy,) 
contributed . not a little, as it enabled thofe within to 
aim with precifion at the affaihnts. It was feveral 
times attempted to fire the |ioufc, by tpproaching the 
idoor under the cover of feather-beds, which proved 
luifuccelsful. 

The Wexford infuTgeits ncKt fixed their ftatioii 
aear the White-heaps, 'at the foot of Croghan-moun- 
tain; from whence tlicy moved during the night of 
the 4th, toward Wicklow-gap, but were met on the 
■K>rning of the 5th by the army under fir James Duff 
from Carnew; and after fome falutes from the artillery, 
they were obliged to take another direAion, and 
turned toward Gor'ey. But the fa6l: is, that they were 
fcrrotrnded by four powerful detachments, before they 
could perceive the approach of any, in ^onfequence of 
# fog, fo denfe that it was impoffible to diftinguifli 
0bje6l8 at the diftance. of twenty yards ; and finding 
tberalfelves unable to withftand a battle, they broke 
through the'purfuing cavalry ^f fir James Duff's 
army, of whom they flew about eighty; and moved 
with great celerity in the direSion of Carnew. But 
lipon their arrival at a place called Craneford, by 
others Ballygullen, they refolved to make' refiftance 
fnd await the approach of the troops however aume- 

iqus^ 
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TOfis> although their own force was by this timtf coh-^ 
fidcrably diminifhed. They however maintained the 
conteft for an hour and a half, difplaying tbc^reaicft 
valour, and moft intrepid refolution ; hating repulfed 
the cavalry, and driven the artillery-men three time? 
from their cannon, all performed by the gunfmen ; for 
the pikemen, as on former occasions, never came intir 
a6^ion ; bat frefh reinforcements of the army, pooriog 
in on all fides, they were obliged to give way, quitting 
the field of battle with little lofs to themfelves, and 
Dotwtthffandtng all their fatigue, retreating, with thek 
Bfual agility and fwiftnefs, in different direflions; but 
agreed among themfelves to aflcmble again at»Car- 
rigrcw. A party of thefe refugees were met by the 
rev. Peter Bro\^iie, dean of Ferns, who was fuffercd 
Id pafs, and he indantly pofted to Ferns, to infbroi 
the King's county militia, quartered there, of the route 
of the flying infurgents. The military accordingljr 
kt out, with all fpeed, on the purfuit, «nd killed fuch 
of the draggling peafantry as they met or came up to^ 
without mercy. The infurgents thus^ harraffed and 
hunted, thought it advifeable, upon meeting at Carri- 
grew, to difperfe, and this put an end to the warfare 
in the county of Wexford. 

A party of infurgents in the county of Kjldare# 
•nderthc command of Mr. William Aylmer, ftillheld 
out in arms ; and thither the remaining body of the 
Wexford men, commanded by Mr. Fitz-Gerald, ac- 
companied by Mr. Garret Byrne, and fome Wicklow 
men, direfled their conrfe to form a jun6lion^ 
which they accordingly efFeflcd. This aflbciated 
force moved from Profperous to Clonard, where they 
met a moft determined and fuccefsful refiftance from 
licutcnaju Tyrrel, a yeoman officer, who, with hu 
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corpS) had octupied a fortified hoiife in the town^ 
Thefe delayed the affailantsj until reinforcements 
Arrived from Kinncgad and Mullingari when they 
were forced to give up the enterprize^ 

After this repulfe, the few remaining Wexford-mei 
feparated from their Wicklow affociates, whom they 
deemed lefs warlike than themfelves^ and made differ- 
ent incurfions into the counties of Kildarfc, Meath, 
Louthj lind Ddblin> eludings as well as they could> the 
purfuit of the army, -with differeht parties of which 
they had frequent flcirmirh^s. The night of the repulfe 
at Donafd^ they committed fome depredations in thcf 
village of Caibery in the county of Kildare. On the 
next day, purfued by difFerent parties of military^ they 
marched into the county of Meathj where they were 
overtaken and put to flight by colonel Goagh com- 
manding adetachment of the county 6f Limerick militia 
from Edenderry. After this two of their lcaders> Mr. 
Perry and the reverend Mr. Kearns, endeavouring to 
make their efcape by themfelves, were taken, tried 
and condemned by court-martiaU and executed at 
Edenderry, Unable to effeft any thing in the county 
of Meath, the Wexford -men crofled the Boyne, near 
I>uleek into the county of LoUth, where being purfued 
from place to place, they made a mod gallant refiftancd 
to the cavalry of major-general Wemys and brigadier- 
general Meyrick, who overtook them between the 
town of Ardee and the Boyne ; but the infantry and 
artillery coming up, they were defeated with fome 
lofs, and fled into an adjoining bog, wherethey were 
fccure from purfuit. In the night a fmall party fet oflT 
toward Ardee and difperfed, each, as he beft could, . 
making way, by devious and circuitous routes, home- 
vard. The remaining body rcpaffed the Boyne, and^ 
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with their ufiial celerity, yere on ihe dive& road to- 
ward Dublin, when intercepted by captain Gordon of 
the Dumfries light dragoons, at the head of a ftrong 
party of horfe and foot, at Ballyboghill, near Swords, 
where they were finally put to th^ rout, and were ne- 
ver more colleflcd. 

Some Wexfdrd irtfurgents, however, remained with 
Mr. Fitz-Gerald, along with Mr. Aylmer, who, ad 
outftanding chiefs ncgociated with general Dunda , to 
whom they furrcndered on the izth of July, on condi- 
tion, that all th(5 other leaders who had adventured 
with them, fhould be at liberty to retire whither they 
pleafed out of the Briiifh dominions. The fame terms 
were afterwards fecured by general Moore to Mr. 
Garret Byrne,^who was fent into confinement in the 
caftle of Dublin, together with meffrs* Fitz-Gcrald and 
Aylmer. Here they continued until the beginning of 
1799, when lord Corn wallis permitted them to retire 
to England, where they remained until the 25th of 
March following, when Meffrs. Fkz-Gcrald and Byrne 
were arrcfted at Briftol, (where they were for the re- 
coveTy of their health) at the inftance of perfons con- 
nected with a ftrong Irilli party for the union, whom 
it was thought, at that time advifable to indulges 
Thefe gentlemen afterward retired to Hamburgh, 
where they have fince refided ; and it is to be hoped, 
that as the union excufe is now outx)f the queftion, and 
as peace is reftored, their conduit will procure the final 
ratlficatien of the promifes made them by marquis 
Corn wallis as lord lieutenant of Ireland, after a full 
inveftigation of tLeir refpcfiiVc merits. 

MciTrs. Aylmer, Fitz-Gerald, and other outftanding 
chiefs funcpJercd, conditioning for thcmfclr^s and 
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Others, by which they fared much better than thofe 
who laid down their aims in Wexford, depending on 
the faithful fulfilment of the terms entered into witft 
lord Kingfborough- 

. General Lake, previous to bis departure from Wcr- 
ford, appointed a committee to fuperintend profecuti- 
©ns, and to grant paffes to leave the country, confiding 
©f the principal gentlemen then refident there. The 
appropriate duty of this body was to enquire fpecially 
into the cafes of fuch piifoners as they ffiould hand 
over to be tried by court-martial, to procure the evi^ 
dence for profecution, and to commit different perfons 
to gaol. It was not, however, deemed neceffary to 
fend a committal to the gaoler, as the word of any of 
them was confidered fuflScient for the detention of 
any of thofe given in cuftody ; and they were alfo to 
aft as a kind of council to general Hunter, whofe be- 
nevolent difpofition they thwarted on feveral occafions ; 
and this was (o well known, that many, upon being 
put into confinement, were induced, by their apprehen- 
fions, to petition for trcnfportatibn, rather than abide a 
trial under their direction. The tyrannical, unjuft and 
inhuman difpofition of this body is ftrongly exemplified 
in their unwarrantable treatment of many befidcs my- 
fclf, which I have endeavoured to detail in my preli* 
■Qinary difcouiTe. 

Different court-martials were indituted in Rofs, En- 
nifcorthy, Gorey, and Newtown Barry, and feveral 
perfons were condemned and executed, 'and others were 
fentenced to tvaofportation. Among thofe who were 
condemned to be executed, I cannot avoid noticing the 
cafe of the reverend John Redmond a catholic prieft> 
who. It fcems, during the infurrc6lion, had done all ia 
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\n$ power to fave the houfe of lord Mountnorris from 
being plundered, which he, in fomc degree, efFefled, 
but not fit all to the extent of his wiflies. Lord Mount- 
norris, however, to prevent the poflibility of his being 
fuppofed by any one in future a friend -to catholics, fent 
for Mr. Redmond, upon finding that he was prefcnt at 
the plundering of his houfe, defiring that he would 
come to him direftly. The reverend gentleman, con- 
fcious of his own integrity, and apprehenfivc of no dan- 
ger as involved in no guilt, obeyed the fommons with- 
out hefitation ; but his inftantaneous hafty trial, con- 
demnation, and execution were the reward of his hu- 
mane and generous exertions. His body, after death, 
•underwent the moft indecent mutilations. — But to put 
this innocent man's conduft in its proper point of view, 
I do not think I can do better thin the reverend Mr. 
Cordon a proteftant clergyman has done in his hiftory 
of the Irifh rebellion, 

^« Of the rebellious condufl of Redmond, coadjutor 
»< to father Francis Kavanagh, in the parifh of Clough, 
** of which I was twenty-three years curate, I can find 
^ no other proof than the fenjtence of the court-mar* 
<« tial which configned him to death. He was accufed 
«- by the earl of Mountnorris of having . appeared 
<« as chief among a party of rebels who committed 
« fowe depredations at his lordfhip's houfe, while he 
« alleged that his objeA in appearing on the occafion 
*^ was to endeavour to prevent the plundering of the 
«« houfe, in which he had partly fucceeded. Coming 
<« into Gorey on a meffage from the earl, feemingly 
*« unapprehenfive of danger, and unconfcious of guilt, 
*< he was treated as if manifeftly guilty before tria,!, 
« knocked down in the ftreet, and rudely dragged by 
*' fome yeomen, — I mean not to arraign the ^uftice of 
M m 'Z '' the 
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<* the noble lord, his profecutor, nor the members of 
«« the court-martial. The former, who had rendered 
<« himfelf in no fm^U degree refponfible for'the loyalty 
*« of the Wexfordian romanifts, had doubtlefs good rea- 
*« fons for his conduit ; and the latter could have no 
«« perfonal animofity ag^inft the ^ccufed, «nor other 
<* unfavourable bias than what naturally .arofe from 
«« the turbid ftate of affairs, when accufation, againft a 
f« romifli pricft, was confidered as a ftrong prefumption 
^« of guilt. But hi§ proteftant neighbours who had 
*« not been able to efcape from the rebels, affured me 
" thit while the latter were in pofleflion of the coun- 
<« try, he was conftantly hiding in proteftant houfes 
** fiom the rebels, and that many romanifts expreffed 
" great refentment againft him as a traitor to their 
<« caufe. That he expe6lcd not the rebellion to be 
« fuccefsFdU appears from tliis, that when the wife of 
f' Nathaniel Siedmaii, (one of my proteftant parifhion- 
*« ers) applied tQ hfm to baptize her child,* he told , 
<< her, that he acceded to her requeft merely left the 
*' child fliould die unbaptized, in the neceffary abfence 
«' of her minifter, on condition that (Tie fliould pro- 
■ <^ roife to make the proper apology for him to m^ oa 
<* my return to the pariflb." 

It is a melancholy reflexion to think how many in- 
nocent perfons were condemned. I have heard of num- 
bers, of whofe innocence t;he fmalleft doubt cannot be 
entertained, whofe conduft merited reward inftead of 
punifhmentj yet they fell viflims to the pureft fenti- 
ments of philanthropy,whichdidlated their interference; 
thefe have been perverted by their enemiesi who are alfo- 
thofeof the human race, into crimes utterly unpardona- 
t)lc. Is thb any thing lefs than arraigning benevolence 

^nd humanity, the moft amiable qualities of the foul of 

manj 

? Sec Gordon's Hiftorj gi the Irifli Rebellion, p. 185, i(#. 
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man> as criminal and atrocious ? But every man's breads 
whatever be his principles, will tell him, with irrefifti- 
ble force, that crime' and atrocity lie at the other fide. 
From perfonal knowledge of th/circumftancesi I knew 
five or fix who were innocent of the charges and of the 
deeds fwofn againft theipi and who ftill were coi^demn-" 
ed and executed. In thefe turbid and di(!ra£led times> 
I have feen perfons fqnk fo mtich below the level of 
human nature, that I do believe they'were not capable 
of judgmem or recolleiSliori; which accounts to me in 
fome degree for the various affertioi^s, even teftimonies 
on crialsj and affidavits made by different perfons, who 
might as well relate their dreams for fafts. The dread- 
ful prejudice, hateful as uncharitable, entertained a- 
gainft catholTcs, has alfo oceafioned the death of many j 
and the general excufe and impunity of protellants, who 
joined in the infurrefljon, has iliduted many to avail 
themfelves of this favourable circumftance to change 
with the times; and to tcftify their loyalty they accufc 
the very pcffons they themfelves feduced to join the af-^ 
focTation of united Iiiilimcn ; and thus cut off all the 
cxifting proof of their own deHnquency by a confum- 
mation of villainv: The loy/tUzing fpirit, if I may be 
allowed the expreffiod, has done a vaft deal of mifchief | 
for thofe in the predicament kft mentioned are unprin^ 
cipled turn-coat^ in religion, who fcrqple not to throw 
out every calumnious afperfion upon that which they 
have not only forfaken, but abandoned, in order, if 
poflible, to imprefs an idea of the fincerity of their con-' 
vcrfion in embracrng the other. Vain eflfbrt — it only 
expofes the hypocritical apoftacy in either cafe, to the 
dignified contempt of every intelligent and principled 
man. I know two proteftant gentlemen, who if thejr 
had been catholics, would not have efcaped at this 
crirical time. They alfo attribute the faving of 
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their lives to gtmblijigj of the good cffefts of whicli 
I never before heard an inftance. However, certain i^ 
is, that thefe gentlemen had loft fome money at play 
previous to the infur refilion, which luckily for them had 
not been paid at that period ; and the gallant heroes who 
Were the honourable creditors on the occafion, and who 
were eminently aiSlive in fupprefling the rebellion, hu* 
manely confidered, that none of the debt could be re- 
covered if the two gentlemen were hanged, and there- 
fore they fufFcred their intereft to work upon their 
mercy, which operated to the procurement of pardon 
and releafe for the gentlemen in queHion, as w«ll as 
the confequeftt payment of thefe debts of honour. I 
know the two gentlemen well, and have often heard 
them relate this adventure which is deemed to have 
preferred two fine fellows^ 

Mr. E. Kyan, whofe courage and humanity defcrved a 
l^etter fate, was taken near Wexford, on his return home 
in the night, tried, condemned and executed the next 
4ay ; for although manifeft proofs appeared of his hu- 
manity and interference, fo confpicuoufly efFeflual on 
the bridge of Wexford on the aoth of June, yet this was 
infufficient to fave him, as he bad arms about him when 
apprehended. His fate is the more lamentable, as Mr. 
Fitz-Gerald, on furrendering to general Dundas, had 
fccured the fame terms for Mr. Kyan as for himfelf ; 
ft) that had any circumftance interfered to delay his 
execution for fome time, the life of a biavc man woulc^ 
Jiavc been favcd. 

General Hunter was indefatigable in his exertions to 
appeafe the minds of the people, and to reftorc confi- 
dence and tranquillity to this diftraflcd country. la 
this he was very materially affifted by the addrefs and 
Cixertions of captain Fitz -Gerald, who by the fpecial 
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appointment of the Biitifh government, was attached 
as a proper perfon to atteud the general as brigade- 
major on the fervice in Ireland ; and to this ftation 
befides his acknowledged military talents, a recent dif- 
play of courage, independent of his knowledge of the 
country, certainly recommended him. He was evea 
invefted with the extraordinary privilege of recom- 
mending fuch as he thought deferving of the protec- 
tion and mercy of government. 

Some principal gentlemen of the county and others ■ 
befides, attempted to interpofe their authority to fuper- 
fcde the tenour of the general pardon held out by pro- 
clamation, purfuing the fame line of arbitrary conduft 
which they praftifed previous to the inf urrefiion. 
They even proceeded to fuch a length as prcfuming to 
tear fome of the prote£lions which the country people 
h^d obtained ; but this coming to the general's know- 
ledge, he foon quieted them by threatening to have 
them tied to a cart's tail and whipped. Others had 
been rafh enough to levy arbitrary contributions for the 
loffes they had fuftained during the infurreflion ; but 
were glad upon difcovery, and refunding what they 
had received, to efcape punilTiment, which favour was 
generally obtained through the interceffion of major 
Fitz Gerald :— rcven a beneficed clergyman of the efta- 
blifhed church partook of the general's indulgence. 
Another who was but a curate, was induced to wait on 
ihe general with an account of the intended malTacre of 
the proteftants, which he detailed with appearance of 
the utmoft alarm, and was patiently heard out, with 
the greatcft complacency by the general ;. who when 
thecufate had ended, addrefled him with this marked 
appellation and ftrong language; — ^^ Mr. Majffacre, 
f^ if you do not prove to me the circumftances you 
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l< have related^ I (ball get you puniflied ia the moft 
«f exemplary manner^ for railing falfe alarms^ which 
«^ have already proved (o dellru^live to this unfortu-** 
«« nate country/* The curate's alarm now from gene- 
ral became, perfonaU and on allowing that hia fears 
had been excited by vague report to make this repre* 
fentation> hid piteous fupplication* and apparently 
hearty contrition^ procured him forgivenefs. Many 
and various were the reprefcntations* of a limilar ten- 
dency> made to general Hunter> which other com- 
manders were led to believej but which his fuperior 
difcrimination deemed falfe and gtouiidle(s> and were 
difcovered fo to be in feveral inQances^ by the a^iyit/ 
imd acUi^en of his brigade-major. 

Annedey Brownrigg> efq. a magiftrate of the count/ 
of Wexford> received nine and thirty charges of pil* 
lage and flaughter againfi Mr. Hunter Go w^^n ; and on 
the informations being fubmitted to general Hunter, he 
lent out a party of the Mid-Lothian ca,valry to condxiA 
hm prifoner to WexfDid» itvhither h^ was brought ac- 
tOFdingly^ and there It wiM determined to bring hiai 
to trial. Mr. Brownrigg returned home> in the roeait 
time» to CoUei^ the evidence^ but it was preyioudy fet- 
tled that he fhould have fu£E[cient notice; but on the 
day appointed for the trial, no prosecutor attending^ 
Mr. Gowan of courfe was difcharged. An official let- 
ter had been difpatched in due lime, yet he did not re- 
ceive it until it was a day to6 late. Whether the mif- 
carriagt of the letter was by accident or delignt conti- 
nues yet a fccret. 

The various outrages that were committed in the 

country 9 prevente:! vaft numbers from coming into the 

quarters of the feteral commanding officers to obtain 
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prctcflions, as many of the yeomen and their fupple- 
menraiies^ contioucd the fyfttm of deflagration an$i 
fliooting fuch of the pe^fantry as they met; and this 
ncceffarily deterred many from expofing themfeUes to 
their viewj and prevented, ot courfe, the humane and 
benevolen( intentions of general Hunter from having 
due weight or extenHve efFe6l. The melancholy con- 
feqaence8 of fuch a fyftem of terror, perfecution and 
alarm? were very near being wofully experienced in a 
fhocking inftance of dreadful feverity, — the extermiaa^ 
lion of all the inhabitants of a large tra£l of the 
county of Wexford l^-This was aftually determined 
on> and the execution of it already planned and con- 
certed, when its horricj perpetration was providentiall/ 
prevented by the timely and happy intervention of bri- 
gade major Fitz Gerald, under the dire£lion and orders 
of general Hunter. — IncefTant applications and remon«* 
ftrancea were made, by different magiftrates in Gorey 
and its vicinity, to government, complaining that an en^. 
tire quarter of the county of Wexford, extending from 
Courtown to Blackwj^ter, which range of country is 
denominated the Macontores, was infefled with conftant 
meetings of rebels ; and no niean^ were left untried 
to prevent travellers fiom proceeding to Wexford, . 
in that direflion without efcorts ; and many perfbns 
whofe habitations lay in the n'eignbourhood of this 
diftri6l left their homes deferted, from a belief that 
another rifing of the people was inevitable ; and it was 
daily e^fpeded to take place : — nay, the reports laid 
before government were even conBrmed by affidavits ; 
and fo generally was it believed, that perfons refident 
within two miles of the confines, prefumed not to en- 
quire int# the veracity of the reports, to which, how* 
ever, they gave implicit credit ; while at the fame time 
they were accredited by government, to whom tbey were 

N n handed 
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handed in under the fpeciousy impodng) and folenm 
appearance of fafls by a magiftracy that (hould be dc- 
liberate^ grave and refpeSable ; and the noble Ticeroy^ 
who then held the helm of the governoient* was. ren- 
dered juftly indignint by thefe reiterated complainta of 
the abnfe of hid clemency, on the reprefented immi- 
nent danger ©f the country. Ordew were accordingly 
fent to the diflerenfe generals and other commanding 
officers in and contiguous to the dem>ted trad, to form 
a line along its extent on the weftern border, and at 
both ends, north andfouth, on the land fide, fo asto^ 
kave no refource to the wretched inhabitants through* 
eut its^ whole range, but to be flaughtered by the fol- 
diery, or to be driven into the fea, as it is bounded by 
the channel oa the eaftward. Even women and children 
were to be included in thb horrid plan of terrific ex- 
ample.. The chief command in execution of this mea- 
fore, the time for its commencement, and the final de-^ 
termination of its neceffity were entrufted to the difcre^ 
tion of general Hfoiter, nor was the confidence! indeed* 
mifplaeed* He was himfelf, with the ad or queen^s» 
and the a9th regiments of infantry^ together with the 
Mid*Lotbi^n fencible eavalry, fiationed in Wexford ; 
brigadier- general Grofe was with the South Cork mili- 
tia at Enaifcorthy ; lord Blaney commanded the camp 
mt Ferns, compofed of the light brigades ; brigadier- 
general Skerret with hb regiment of foot in Gorey ; 
and general EuAace with his brigade at Arklow: 
Thefe,togetberwith the general aflSftance of all theyeo- 
manry coi-ps throughout the country, were to form the 
cordon round the country of the Macomords, and the 
troops were to move at once on the dreadful expedition. 
So terrifying were the reports at this crifis, that even 
fome liberal, but timid and credulous minds approved 
of th^e melancholy means of facrificing tboufanda. 
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^xiiat trwA being very populous) as the only efie£hiri 
vefource for reftoring tntnquilUty I 

General Hunter> through the honeft exertions and 

lK>ld fcriitiny of major Fitz-Gerald, fortunately ^F- 

coveredi in timei the inhuman tendency of the dfifse* 

prefentation that had diiftated and determined this 

ihocking entei|>r<ze. The devoted viflims found ac* 

eefs to the general^ and be cheerfully acceded •to Uietr 

entreaties^ :to fend an officer 4o enquire into their com- 

plitintS) imploring prote^^ion from the incurfions of 

t)he*black mob) (they thus denominated the fupplemen- 

Uries to the differentcorps of yeomanry) who wreaked 

their vengeance e^en upon thofe who bad received pro* 

teAions from general Needhapi at Gorey^ as different 

parties of the foldiery and yeomanry waited their re- 

^rn in ambufli^ and Haughtered every one they could 

overtake! — Thb j^aturally prcycQted ^eat numbers 

from coming in for prottefUons. Af^rwards thefe fan* 

futnary banditti made incuriions into tjhe country > fired 

into the boufes of the peafantryi and h killed and 

lirounded many. Seyeral houCes after being plundered^ 

were burned* .^d the booty was broughjt inio Gorey« 

By the frequency of thefe horrible exceffes and depreda- 

tionsi fuch boufes a^ remained unburned were of courfe 

crowded with feveral families ; and thb multiplied 

the. number of vidlims m each fucceeding incurfion. 

At lafi mod of the inhabitants^ of neceffity> took refuge 

on the bills ) and armed tbefnfelves with every offi^nfive 

weapon they could procure. The elevation of their 

retreats neceflarily made their aflemblages confpicuous ; 

and this afforded fome colour to the pretext for defola* 

tion ; as it appeared a fpecidus proof that a general 

riling was intended; and this was mod ftrenuoufly 

P7ged by thofe who feemed bent on the extermination 
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of the unfonuntte inhiUtafits of the M aoottior^ terri'- 
tory^ fo as to work upon the tftinds of fome^weH-dif'- 
pofcd but timid perfons^ an approval of the dreadful 
expedient. General Hunter, however^ having, along 
with his general orders, adifcretionary power to aSt as 
circumftanceft might require, fent major Fitz-Geriild to 
infpeft the difftrent military corps that- were to be in 
readinef^ for the enterprise, in cafe his miffion, for the 
purpofe of conciliation, proved unfuccefdful ; he being 
vefted Hi^ith full powers to undertake that talk of bene- 
volence and me^y. Major Fitz-Gerald accordingly in-^ 
fpefted the troops i^t Ennifcorthy and Camolin, and 
from the latter place difpatthed furgeon White of thei 
Camolin cavalry, (fon of mr. Henry White of Do- 
noughmore, ^ gentleman fftuch refpefled in the coun- 
try of the Macomores) to announce his intended vifit 
to the inhabitants. The major then proceeded on 
his infpefllor^ to Corey, and here had great dif- 
ficulty to procure an efcort to accompany him, as the 
ftrongeft fears were exprefled for his fafcty, ftiould he 
enter into fuch a defperate quarter, as it was reprcfent- 
ed ; their dreadful accounts of its ftate being an echo 
of the reprefentations that had been made to govern- 
ment, and tranfmitted to general Hunter, who felt good 
xeafnn to doubt their authority. However the major 
was not to be baffled, impofed upon, or difobeyed, and 
he perceived evident features of great difappointment 
exhibited by thofe who Would fain diffuade him from 
his purpofe, as they were confcious that the objed of 
his miffion was not according to their wifhes, nay, that 
it muft terminnte diredly contrary to them. The ef- 
cort very reluctantly obeyed their orders, and on being 
difmiffed galloped full fpeed back to Gorey, while 
the major arrived in perfcft fafety at Donoughriiote, 
in the Macomores, and where he flcpt that night. On 

the 
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the mtxi morDingy Mr. White and his roa» who were 
beloved*by the people^ accompanied the major to the 
place appointed for the meeting of the people ; and 
Coon after their arrival there, fome yeomen, arrayed 
in military attire, were obferved at fome diflance by 
the crowd. This inftantly excited alarm, and a ru* 
moor was circulated, that their extermination was d4^• 
termincd on, and that they were led to this fpot to be 
(urrounded and coc off while the major was to amofe 
It hem with terms and harangue I — It is providential 
that the condernation and difmay, produced by "this 
incident, did not operate to the major's deftrudion, as 
it would have afforded the abettors of extermination 
every argument to fortify their reprefentations ; and 
it 19 to be hoped, that the appearance of this military 
body was not intended for this purpofe, in revenge for 
bis ui^quivocally declared opinion of the mifcondu6t 
of fome of the^'comanry. — The major's death on this 
occafion would have pu( an end to all accommodation ; 
i^nd, from the very violent expreffions ufed b^ the peo« 
pie, on thinking themfelves betrayed, nothing but his 
coolnefs and prefence of mind could have preferved 
him in fo critical a jun6lure. He calmly waited for 
iilence, and then offered himfelf as viiSim, (hould a 
military fprce of any CQnfequence be feen to approach 
them, as his infpeflion the day before was to pre- 
vent all accidents of that nature; and dated that he 
could by no means account for that which occurredj» 
b«it from the mifcondud of fome of the yeomanry. 
This addrefs inftantly produced a thorough convidlion 
of his indubitable lincerity and benevolent intentions^ ^ 
and the people una;iimou(Iy furrendered to him, and 
contiAued to flock into Wexford for feveral days afterji 
to give up their arms and receive protedions. Major 
f itz-Gerald confidered it neceflary lo guard the roada 
with patroles of cavalry, to prevent the people from 

being 
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being infulted or interrapted in their return to their 
avowed allegiance; and general Hiinter> being con- 
^rinced of the expediency of prote£Hng the harraflfed 
peafantry from the violence and machinations of partjj 
ordered captain Cornock, who was fele^led as an exr 
perienced officer) to ^proted the inhabitants of Maco- 
mores* from the armed men clofely adjoining their 
neighbourhood ; and his corps was accordingly 
imarched from £nnifcorthy> by major Fitz-GeralcU 
Jtogether with a party of the Ennifcorthy cavalry* 
under lieutenant Sparrow> although there were five 
^corps of yeomanry flationed in and near Gorey« Of 
thefe* that which attraded the greateft notice was under 
the command of mr. Hunter Gowan* which it was 
found impoffible to reflrain fiom pillage and flaughter. 
It wa;^ after the rebellion was fuppreiTeds that this body 
received appointments as a cavalry corpS) and as feveral 
of them were not owners of a horfe> they took a fpeedy 
fnode of mounting themfelves without any expence. 
They fcorfred the country, as they tern^ed it, and brought 
in, without any ceremony, the horfes of the wretched 
cottagers. On a day of infpedion, by i;najor Fitz- 
Gerald, however, the poor claimants recovered their 
horfes, and the fnotley banditti, as the major termed 
(hem, were thus transformed into difmounted <;avalry. 

The falfe alarmifls were not at all deprefled or inti* 
inidated at thefe difcomfitures ; for although general 
Punter reportc^d the country as in a perfeft ftateof tran- 
quillity, they again returxjed to the charge and renewed 
their mifreprefcntations. Mr. Hawtrey White, captaia 
pf the Ballaghkcen cavalry, and a juftice of the peace 
for the county, fent feveral informations to government 
pf the alarming ftate of the country ; and the com- 
manding officer at Gorcy was fo f*r pcrfuadcd of the 
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intention of a general rifing, that he quitted the town 
and encamped on tKe hill above it. Thefe reprefenta- 
lions, made under the feroblancc of loyalty, and by a 
perfon bearing the appearance and authority of a gen- 
tleman, had not, however, the wifhed for weight with 
the government. General Hunter was ordered to 
enquire into the information of mr. Hawtrey Whiter 
and major Fitz-Gerald was again fent out, and the re* 
fult of his difcriminating enquiry was, that the infor* 
mation was unfounded. Upon this the general ordered 
mr. Hawtrey White to be brought to Wexford, and he 
was accordingly conduced thither, with the greateft 
tendernefs and humanity, by major Fitz-Gerald ; he was 
then put under arreft at his lodgings, although it was 
firft intended to have fent him to gaol. — Mr. White 
ftill perfifted in maintaining that there was an encamp- 
ment of the rebels, (though not fo numerous as he; 
had previoufly reprefcntcd it to be,) on a rock of great 
extent in the fea, two miles from the land, whither the 
rebels retired in the day time, after parading through 
the country at night ; and he exprefled a wifli to be 
fent with a party by land, to intercept them in their 
progrefs to the fhore. General Hunter, however, did 
not agree entirely to this propofal, as he was appre- 
hcnfive that the people of the country might^ be 
alarmed at the appearance of mr. White conducting a 
military force ; and that they would be induced to fly, 
at lijs approach, which might give fome countenance to 
the information ; but although he confidered the iiland 
to be but imaginary, yet in order that truth fhould 
prevail over falHiood, he ordered a gun-boat to convey 
mr. White to the ifland he defcribed> and that a party 
of military fhould be fent by land to cut ofFthe rebels, 
when he (hould drive them from their fca-girt ftation. 
In the mean time the captain of the gun-boat had or- 
ders 
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dcrs to biingback nir. White, to Tcccive thanks for' his 
extraordinirjr information, fhould it prove true, and to 
concert further meafures fDr defence; but if found 
otherwife, to be dealt with accordingly. The fea and 
land expedition failed, in confequence of the defcribed 
rock being found covered by the fea at the time, and of 
courfe, if any rebels had been there, they muft have 
been all drowned, when this new Delos inamcrged 
into the deep ! Mr. Hawtrey White was conduced 
back to Wcxfoid, and general Hunter determined to 
bring him to a court-martial. Many gentlemen and 
ladies, however, interfered in the rood eameft manner^ 
to prevent this inveftigation, reprefentrng that mr. 
W ite's great age might Jiave fubje6Ved him to the im- 
pofition of fabricated information ; and the firmnefs of 
the general relaxed at the inftance of fo many refpec* 
table perfons !) It b much to be regretted that thi« 
enquiry did not take, place, as this and many other un- 
common occurrences are varioufly reported and be- 
lieved, in different Chapes and forms, according to the 
bias or inclination, the prejudice or the difpofition of 
the narrators. The general afterward regretted his 
clemency, as he was not fenfible at this period of the 
machinations pradlifed, and of the 'extent of party 
prejudice, the evil effefls of which, every day's expe- 
rience convinced him too fatally exifted in the county of 
Wexford. Falfe alarms are always productive of the 
greateft mifchief, and are deemed in all countries 
offences of the moft dangerous tendency. Ireland has 
fuffered much by the tales of adventurers in thefe in- 
fernal practices; but I am glad to perceive a growing 
difpofition to difcountenance thefe pefts of fociety, who 
muft if continued to be encouraged, keep all well dif- 
pofed perfons in a conftant ftatc of alarm, and fcreen 

the 
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tbc niJllignant intentions of their original projcftors 
from the infamy they fo well deferve. 

A court-maTtial, of which lord Ancram was prefi- 
dent, was inftitutcd at Wexford for the trial of pcrfons 
accufed of treafon ; and contrary to the cxpe<?latioii 
and wifhes of the committee for procuring evidence, 
Hiany were acquitted. Lord Ancram however foon left 
the town> and his departure was much regretted by 
the people ; btit his lieutenanf-colonel fir James Fowlisi 
of the Mid-Loihiah cavalry, fucceeded him as prefi- 
dent of the court martial. To fay merely that he 
acqoittcd himfelf with honour and integrity, would not 
be doing adequate juftice to his merits. I believe n<J 
judge ever fat on a bench, that difplayed more judg- 
ment, difcrimination arid mercy in fele61irig-(he inno«t 
cent and mined from the criminal and the guilty ; and 
his conduft infj ed fo much confidence throughout 
the country, as to induce fuch as were confciousof 
integrity to fubmit to trial, which they would not other- 
wife dare to do, from a well-founded Ojfiinion of the ran- 
cour of their accufers, who attempted at firft to warp^ 
and after^rd to counteraft his upright intentions, 
trhich thofe who experienced them can alone appre* 
eiate. Was the charafler of Iriifhmen fuch as too 
toany have been led, from mifreprefentation, to be- 
lieve, would fuch a dignified charafler choofe Ireland 
as his place of refidence ? Does it not rather appear 
ihat the refult of numerous trials, not only convinced 
him for the inftant,^ but even left a lading impreffion 
fen his mind, that the people of Ireland were goaded 
into Yebellion, notwithftanding the unnatural calum- 
nies of thofe whofe prejudice and bigotry urge them to 
levile their tiountry! I I 

Oo General 
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General Hunter's obje£l of conciliation was fo err* 
dent) that many infurgent leaders were induced to fur-*^ 
render themfelves to him^ on obtaining protedions. 
General Edward Roche furrendered on condition of 
tranfportation) and major Fitz-Gerald accordingly 
brought hiro into Wexford, where he was lodged in 
the gaol. On the morning of the Tery day on'which 
be fubmitced, a lumour bad prevailed of the landing of 
the French in the weft of Ireland^ and although mr. 
Roche accredited this rumour, it did not prerent htui 
from furrendering. The landing of the French -force 
under Humbert ^ was officially tranfmitted to general 
Hunter, and he was ordered off* with the queen's and 
29th regiments of infantry* This fudden and unex- 
pe6ted news created great alarm, and many ladies and 
gentlemen were anxioufly defirous to quit the coantry> 
as they had been at the commencement of the infur- 
refiion, and were actually making preparations to that 
effeft*- The county of Wexford affuredly felt an im- 
preffion of the general temper of Ireland at^his critical 
pel tod. The inhabitants of the territory of the Ma- 
comores, however, (though led to believe on the firft 
intelligence that their former enemies would refume 
their plan of defolation) were impreffed with the fiillcft 
conviflion, that they were refcued from extermination 
by the inlcrfercnce of brigade-major Fitz-Gerald, and 
the humane exertion of general Hunter's authority. 
Under this patronage and proteSlon, therefore, they 
milhed to remain (not knowing that the general had 
been ordered off) the fpontaneous efFe£l of their' feel* 
ingsontheoccafion was manifefted in an ofFcr of their 
fervices to march againft the French. The ftile and ex* 
preffion of their memorials to major Fitz-Gerald and 
general Hunter, I will not attempt to defcribe in any 
language but their own : they are therefore infcrted ia 

the 
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tlxc Appendix ; and althougli altered perliaps and cor- 
rupted in' ftilc and orthography, as they have come 
to mcj yet their force and fincerity are manifeft.'* 

On the departure of general Hunter, the inhabitants 
of this country, asthey received no anfwcr to their me- 
morials, were fo alarmed, that they fcnt repeated re^ 
monftrances to brigade major Fitz-Gerald, requcfting 
his interference for proteftion. The major, therefore, 
now thought it neceffary to confult fir James Fowlis, 
on the expediency of going into the Macomores, and 
fir James eftecmed it of fnch material confequence^ 
that the propofal met his moft hearty approbation. 
The major, however, was detained, by his official fitu- 
ation, for fome days in Wexford, and tluriug this time 
he reqeiired repeated' meflages, informing him that 
Holt and Hackett had come from the county of Wick- 
low, and were tampering with the people, and ufing 
every means in their power, to induce them to pro- 
ceed wfth them to attack Dublin, which they repre- 
fented at the time as delHtute of regullartroops, as lord 
Cornwallis had led them all off to meet the French. 
From the general uncertainty of the public mind at 
tbis momentous period, with refped to the aiflual 
ftrength of the invi^fion ; and from the fubfequent ac- 
counts of the fiiccefs of the French on the flrft onfet, 
it may \^^ very well fuppofed^ that tl^c n^inds of a peo- 
ple fo lately refcued from coAcerted extermination muft 
be ftrongly afFeded, and ready to be influenced by the 
folicitations and xcmpnftr^nces of the adventures who 
^ameao^ong them^ It therefore required the utmoft 
mddrefe and energy to fix their wavering opinions,^ and 
brigade-major Fitz-Geraid accordingly fet out from 
Wexford for this purpofe, and on the way he met dif- 
ferent groupes aflembled. in anxious uncertainty what 
O o a to 

^ Scr Appendix^ No. ip^ 
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to deteripinci Thefe, howeycr, oa being s^OTuroiLl by 
jhc major* tb^t neither he nor fir James Fo>(rli3 were to 
quit Wcxfqrd* under whom the people werp furp of 
proteflion, all their fears and apprehenfions were 
calmed. TJie major reprefcnrcd that, if they left the 
country, their wives and families who fo lately efc&ped 
cxterminatioi;!, would be left d^iUtute and defencelels 
at the mercy of their enemies, who yrould aot fiail to 
take advantage of their abfencc ^ a pretext for their 
jdeftruflion, and this argument prevailed. Thp' ma^y 
and various were the opinion? majprFitz-Gprald bafl to 
encounter, yet he purfued his intended courfe ^ad ^rnv- 
ed that night at Donoughmore, and here he was further 
convinced of the reprefentation of the people, Ife 
heard the fignals of movement made by Holt i^nd 
^ackctt ; but the people remained quif tly 4t booiQy 
and fufFered thefe adventurers to depart, accoqypfnicfl 
only by thofe* whom they originally brought ^^<>g 
with them ; and the intended attack upon I>ub|in was 
given up in confequence of the Wcxford-men not join- 
ing, for much reliance was b^ on their exer^iofis from 
the courage and intrepidity, which they difplayed io 
the courfe of the infurre6lion.* Tbcfe 

Dublin, December 14^ iSoi, 
• " Sib, 
•» 1 return, with ray thanks Tor yonr polity ittcntioo, your iranofcrf pis 
<' you were fo kind •« to leave for my perufal. Am exceedingly glad to 
•* find through the whole of your compilation, fo ftrift an obfervance of 
•• fa£t«, which chiefly come under my cognizance a> brigade-major. It ii 
^ with pica Cure I obfcrve alfo, yonr adherence to truth and impartiality, 
^ free from the rancorous fph-it of party-fabrijcation, whicb is the true cri- 
^< terion that exalts the hidorian abo ve the clafs of party-fcribbleis, wbo 
** diflipate a» rapidly as unerring truth unveils itfclf, ftrongly exemplified 
** in the paft and prefect times. I give yoo much credit in not retorting 
^ as y9a might for your nnmerited fufforings, hy «xpofing the crimes 9f 
** fome rcfpedUblc perfons— for indeed, if they arc not very forgetful «>d 
** very infcnfibJe, the compunftions of iheir confciences muft be fufficiently 
•4 tormcnihig. There is little doubt of your labours meeting their doe re* 
^ ward frpm an nnprejodiotd public, which is the wUk of • 

«. ** Y91Q: obedient humble fenrant« 

«* B. E. FITZ-CERALD.'' 
?* To EDWARD HAY, w(^- 
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Th^fe incontrovertible ftfls give the lie fo palp^tly 
to the calumniators of Irefandi that I cannot {lelp ^d^ 
• ducing the tcftimqpy of an Englilh lawyer of ^minenc^ 
nearly two centt»rics agOi but yery applicable KQ our 
own (in^e, of the charad^r which the Irifli have evey 
inftintained. In i6zo, fir John Dayi^j then attorneys- 
general in Ireland, publiflie^ \ work on «* The ftatf 
of Ireland," in which be ftropgly aflcrtSj aa fqllpwa^ 
** They will gladly iconiinye in the condition of fubjeila 
.•' without, dcfeflion or adhering to apy other lord o? 
** Jcinf as long as they may bf protected and juftly gor 
y v^rncd, withoqt oppreffion on ?he one fide, or impi\r 
.** nity pn the other ; for there is no nation under thf 
/^ fun that doth love equal and indifferent juftice betr 
<« ter than the Irifh, or will reft better fatisfied wit^i 
^« execution thereof, although it be againft then^felvca^ 
f^ fo as they may have the beniefit and protefiion of 
(* tte law, wh^n upon juft caufe they do defire it/* 
And again he fays, what is very applicable to tlie uo* 
fortunate fituatjoij of the people, *« The Irilh werf 
"^/ out of t;he protedlion of the law, ft> that any Eog- 
(^ lifhiQan might oppreis, Biurder or fpoU then^ with 
^« impunity.", 

I cannot omit here mentioning Ihc cafe of mr. WaU ^ 
ter Devercujc, who having obtained protefliona from 
(everal general officers, had gone to Cork to embaria 
for Portugal ; he was there taken up, tried, condemi^T 
cd aqd executed. Mr. Gibfon, a yeoman and wealthy 
proteflant fhopkccper, and mr. William Kearaey, 9M 
cxtenfive brewer, were fummoned and anended al hi| 
trial, and proved that he was in Wexford, and even. 
In gaol, at the very time fom^e foldiers of the Wexfotd 
militia were Ihot thirty miles froia that town j and 
the principal charge againft iiimjieaa«hat he gave or* 
<iers and was prcfcnt at their exccutioni w^hich fome men, 

. *'"■' of 
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of that regiment were hardened enough to fwcar ! ! j 
I myfelf faw him in Wexford on the alleged day. He 
was alfo atcafed of aiding and abetting the abomina- 
tion at ScuUabogue> and thb charge was fimilarly fup. 
ported by the teftimony of fome foldiers' wives ! and 
yet it is an undoubted hSt, that he was all that day 
engaged at the battle of Rofs> where he difplayed the 
moft heroical bravery and courage^ qualities inconfift* 
tat with the odious crime it was falfely fworn be had 
perpetrated ! ! ! But what puts the falfehood of the 
fa<fts alleged, againft him beyond all queftion is> that 
after Iris execution another mr. Devereux was taken 
' op on the difcriminating fagacity of the fame witnefles^ 
who profecuted the former to death ; but who now, (as 
they faid) difcovered the right Devereux. The trial of 
the latter has been publiflijcd, and I wouk) recommend 
its perufal to fuch as wl(h for further proof of the 
miferable and lamentable condition of exifting in the 

county of Wexford during the infurreaion The 

following cafe is aifo diftinguifhed for its peculiar • 

hardfhip: After the infurreftion, the reverend 

James Dixon w?is anxious to fpend fome time with his 
ftep-brother, mr. Denis Butler> a merchant in BriftoU 
where he might enjoy that'peace and tranquillity which 
the diftra6)ed ftate of his native country wholly pre- 
cluded. His intentions were well known to the late 
colonel Lehun(e> who lived in the vicinity of Caftle- 
bridge* where mr. Dixon relided> and bad therefore 
the beft poffible opportunity of being acquainted with 
his unimpeachable conduS and demeanor> invited him 
t9 accompany his lady and family to England^ where 
on his landing he was recognized by fome of the in* 
cenfed Wexford refugees^ who immediately denounced 
him as a catholic frieft. By this outcry> (and the preju- 
dice, agwnft his order) thofc oi^ the beach were roufcd 
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to inflict fevere treatment on him ; it is probable that 
thefe aSHve p-ejudices might have proved fatal , had not 
the fravidential interpojtiion of the rev. mr. Draffen 
(the proteftant clergyman of the patini where the rer. 
mr. Dixon officiated as a catholic pneft) ia terpofed in 
his favour, protcfiled and covered him from the full ex- 
crcife of their rage. This philanthropift diyine was 
as didinguiflied for bis loyalty as his attachment to the 
conftitution of his country, and for hb exemplary piety 
and abhorrence of rebellion. Thb a£t of manlinefit 
and goodnefs on the part of the rev. mr. Drafien, cannot 
be too much extolled, and whilft it manifefts the'pureft 
fentiments of chriftianity. It cannot fail to imprefs the 
firongeft conviflion of the rey. mr. Dixon's innocence^ 
which, along with other reprefentations of the princt-* 
pal gentlemen of the county, laid before the lord lieu- 
tenant, did not prevent his tranfportation to Botany* 
bay. This innocent clergyman was brought back from 
Milford a prifoner, and lodged in the gaol of Water- 
ford, where he was tried and condemned on evidence 
that is in every degree queftionable, and notwithftand- 
ing the ftrongeft proofs of his undoubted innocence^ 
yet prejudice has been too triumphant on this occafion,. 
in preventing a reverfion of his fentence. 

The county of Dublin militia, who had diftinguifhcd 
themfelves fo much at the battle of Rofs, under the 
command of major Vefey, whofe gallantry on that day 
afterwaid procured him the command of the regiment, 
were fent to Wexford ; but a wound which the colonel 
received at the battle of Ennifcorthy, prevented his 
coming with them, and the command as well as that of 
the town neceflarily devolved upon lieutenant-colonel 
Finlay. On the night of the 8th of September, 1798, 
the turnkey of the gaol went round along with tiie 

guard 
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gaUrdi (cowpofcd of Ogle*s blues, formerly the Shil- 
nalier Infantry) with general notice to all the prift>n- 
ers» that if any riot fliould happen that night in any part 
of the eounty of Wexford, the frifoners were all to be 
A^ /— When thefe orders were fo officially notified to 
Btef I defined the turnkey begone about bis bu(inefs> for 
that no offieer would pve fuch orders; nor could I be 
pdrfuaded thitt the orders were given, tentil the feijeant 
^ th^ guard offered to fare me from the mafTafcre, a» 
ht faid be bad heard of my good actions daring th^ 
vebellion. ' I t^\x\A not bat exprefe my gratitude for anf 
oflwr of fneb eSential fervice ; bat I naturally feh great 
•dxicly at thd gloomy profpe£{ before me> of which 
TBKf doubt eould now bie entertained. The gaoler, 
whofe humsiQity had been' fo foccef&ful tn faving mr« 
Bagaal Harvey, as I have related on a former occafioos 
waa then in Dublin, bertig^ fummoned before parlia* 
Bient to pT6ve that faA.^ i was rbereftyre neceflitated 
' to write to brigade-nnijor Fitz-Gerald an acc6\int of 
the traniaition, and he witbo^ lofe of tim« waited on 
fir Jamais Fowlis, and both inflantly came down to the 
gfloU where upon enquiry tliey found my r^prefenta- 
tion to be too iruc ; but they took meafures to counter- 
%B. the execution of this dentmciation, (hould it be 
attempted. The commanding officer of the town was 
ftippofed at the time to be too ftift afleep (occafioned by 
« too free indulgence of the bottle) to attend to any 
femonflrance on thic occaiion. 

The departure of general Hunter from WexfoJxl, was 
an irrepaatible lofs to the county; but his prcfence 
proved a great bleffing in Kilkenny, where he difplayed 
his tkfoal difcrimination, judgment, and humanity in 
developing and unravelling the pi^ocfs of the melan- 
iCholy flmation of the pcrfccated inkabitants, who wete 
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Digitized by 



Googk 



COIfKTT OT WEXFORD* ft)) 

cottfeqaently impreffed with that confidence* with 
which his noble and manljr condud never failed to in- 
fpire the oppreffcd. Although bis abfence was feverely 
felt in the county of Wexford, jet his repiefentation of 
its ftate to the government had fuch a falutary efFedl as 
to prevent alarm from afTuming fo ferious or formic^ able 
an afped as before. Petty depredators, however, ftijl 
coiitinncd their ufual prafiices, and this they were ena- 
bled to do with the greater impunity, as, under general 
orders and martial law, the inhabitants were liable tp 
be (hot and their houfes burned, if difcovered out at 
night. The regular military, wifh the yeomen and 
their fupplementaries were the only peifons privileged 
to be out between fun-i^t and fun rife ; and, as the lat^ 
ter defcription of peifons now received military pay^ 
they were rendered independent of induftry and la- 
bour, {which ever and anon depraves the minds of 
working peopl-e) and having <||ie enforcement of the 
general orders entrufted to thera, depredations and exi- 
ceffes weic committed by perfons unknown, until the 
frequency of robbery and murder urged the neceflity of 
furniihing the coumry farmers, at the difcretion of the 
commanding officers, with arms for the defence ^f their 
families and properties. Some yeomen and fupplemen- 
taries wereconfeqiiently fliot in attempting houfes, and 
this plainly difcovered who were the marauders. In«> 
deed, it tmift be obferved, that fome outdanding infuiv 
^ents were fometime after taken into company by the 
primary robbers, and that the religious and political 
differences of both parties were united in the confide- 
ration of mutual afllftance in robbery and rapine^ This 
multiplied the evil tenfold, and motley ga/igs of this* 
defcription infefted feveral parts of the country- the 
winter after the infurre6tion. This evil was remedied> 
kx fome degree, by fending out parties of foldiers frou^ 
V p th§ 
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the towns Into, dlffereni parts of the country to be there 
ftaiibncd ; and it \vt» confidcred an indulgence by moft 
of the pfcople, that a ftldicr was permitted to quarter 
upon tliemi and his protc£lion vras porchafed by ererf 
kind of care and fedulous attentipn. It merits fingo- 
lar obferTation) that men were called upon to delirer 
np the identical fum they had coUefied or receiTed by 
the fate of fubflance at fair> market^ or by private hands 
on the day previous to the night of attack ; and akho* 
numbers could give information againft the pcrpctra* 
tors of th^fe enormities^ yet they preferred filenc^ 
of their wrongs to the rifque of being murdered or 
burned in their houfes) which others kad experienced^ 
and^ith which all were threatened if they wovld dare 
to inform. 

The orange fyftem aow became very prevalenf 
throughout the county bf Wexford> and was ftrength^ 
*ncd by the acceffion of almoft every proteftant in it « 
this general promotion was forwarded by a received 
]^ejudice> that no man could be hyal, who was not an 
^r^ngemmn. Dodor Jacob> who was captain of a ycoi* 
Inanry corps in WexfoTd> however> did not deem it at 
fSrft an eifential of loyalty to become an omn^mmn; 
i)ut h^ was afterward induced to alter his opinfofi> by 
ai^efoJotion entered into by a majority of his corpse 
that they would refign if he woald not join the aflbcia* 
tfon. Not willing, therefore, to poffefs tjie mere emftf 
title of captusHi he condefcetoded to gratify their wiflies* 

It has not yet come to pafs, that any political aflbcia^ 
tK'>n has invariably adhered to the principles that die* 
tated their original formation ; as (ome individuals ge* 
ilerally dilate to the body at large, and raife then»^ 
fclres to confcquence by the fapport of their adherentst 
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lAo cannot recede without deviating from an aYOved 
principle of honour, which binds them together ; and 
the focicty thus fiioves its leaders into confcquence, and 
thefe fr^ucntly when they find another opportunity 
of benefiting themfelves, fecede and mtke way for 
aew adventurers to fucceed them, and the fame routine 
takes place, fo that the indiv!rh:al8 of a political fo« 
ciety are fo far not their own mafters, but are led on by 
party on various occafions, to give public fan6lion to 
what they inwardly difapprove. I however know va- 
luable and eRimable charai^enSf pofleffing the utaiofl: 
integrity, members of political focieties, and whofe mo« 
tires and conduct are unexceptionable ; and although 
I approved of their principles and a&Hons, yet I have 
«ver and always avoided entering into any politic ' 
cal fociety, from a eonfideration, that I might there* 
by be obliged to furrender my opinion contrary to my 
inclination, and would not therefore feel myfelf tho» 
roughly independent. From a review of thp many and 
various political focieties and parties inthiaunacconnb- 
mble age, I have obferved, that in the moft perilous 
times, well difpofed pcrfons, unconnected with party, 
have e&aped, where others, venturing into focieties, 
fmve been cut off, for no other reafon but their aflb* 
ciation has been inimical to Ibme other, that, in the 
turn of affairs, gained an afcendency ; attd thus has 
one political focicty rifen on the deftryflion of ano- 
ther ; while a |rae lover of his country, individually 
engaged in ihepnrfuit of whatever is for its advantage, 
lias outlived the ftorm. Moft political focieties avow 
iheir fentisMnts publicly^ with a view of obtaining 
general approbation ; my informatioii does not, how- 
cver> enable me to give a flcetch of the two rivjil fo- 
4uetics o( united Irijkmin and oratfg^mni% whofe rivalry 
Jias lasked been pcodufiive of ft^h fcjious confc* 
>[utncea U Ircdud* I fD»A therefore refer my readers 
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to the memoire and examination of meflVs. CVConaor^ 
Em^nett, md M^Neven, publifhcd in London and 
Dublin^ fince the rebellion> as the moft authentic ac-« 
c^uni extant oi the rife> progrefs and ultimate views of 
the former fociety ; but I muft i\k ohferve, thai tbc 
utmoft extent of the information during the infurredioii 
in the county of Wexford was the oath of admiffion* 
and fccrecy : and with relpe£t to the latter (bciety> I caa 
make no authentic reference whatever^ 

Orange afTociatioas became at length fb general and 
indifcriminatei that their members could by no means 
be confidered capable of conftituting a fele£^ aflem- 
bla^e> as multitudes of them were of the lowed and 
mod uninformed vulgar> and of courfe fubje£^ to the 
weaken paiIioi)S> prejudices^ and frailties of human na<» 
tuie. Many of them certainly did no honour to the 
ailbciation ; but it muft be aUb faid of united Iri(hmen> 
that indiviJuds of them^ contrary to-the avowed prin-r 
ciples of union and bi*otherhood> which they were 
fworn to f>re'erve, difgraced themfelves by afls quite 
oppofite to the fpirit of their inftitution. Freemafoory> 
th« ugh very generally embraced throughout Ireland^ 
has yet efcaped fimilar itnputationy which I believe 
owing to its being rather a focial and moral than pollf- 
tical fraternity^ 

I have converfed with many gentlemen wha avowed 
themfelyes Orangemen^ and whofe condud and prin- 
ciples, I have ev^ry reafon to fuppofe honourable ; yet» 
I have heard them declatW that they would by no 
means graduate in the fociety* but remain in the ftate 
of iimple orangermn, not meaning in any degree to 
compare thefc honourable men to the erange inforfnenf 
in Wexfordi on the 20th of June, 1798, who faid they 
kad not ukcn the furj/^ degree ot the order* Ho^ 
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the conduft of pcrfons affuming the name of orange-^ 
meni in the county of Wcxford> may be viewed by the 
aflbciation at large^ I know not ; but tiuth impofes on 
me the tafk of relating the melancholy confequences of 
the conduft of fome who avowed themfelves orangemen^ 
After the infurrcflion in the county of Wexford was 
fuppreffed* orangemen wore ribbands and medals with- 
out any difguife^ and on the death of an orangeman% 
the general decorations of black were laid afide, and 
orange fubftituted at their wakes and funerals. After 
the interment houfes have been burned, alleged to be in 
retaliation for the previous conduft of croppies^ whofe 
houfes were adjacent to the church- yard. Not un- 
frequcntly on the night of a well-attended funeral, or, 
after a rejoicing day, a catholic chapel was confumed, 
and the frequency of thefe conflagrations manifefts the 
moft rancorous fpirit of intolerance and inveterate 
party-prejudice ! ! ! What makes thefe tranfaftionl 
more lamentable, is, that not a Angle perfon has as yet 
been punifhed or even arrcfted for the perpetration 
of thefe crimes. Is it poflBble this could be the cafe 
but through the fupincnefs of the magiftracy ? — How 
could the repetition and impunity of fuch afts be other- 
wife accounted for, but from their tiot doing their 
duty ? and does not fuch ncgleft neceflTarily imply con- 
nivance? — -From my knowledge of the country, I 
would venture to ftake my exiftence, that I would dif- 
cover the perpetrators, had I the affiflance of an Eng- 
lifli or Scotch regiment to proteft thofc who could 
give information from the mercilefs fury of thefe incen- 
diaries ; and it is much to thedifgrace of the country, 
^hat this is not accomplifhed. A reward of lool. was 
offered for the difcovery of thofe that had burned ca- 
tholic chapels by the grand jury of the county of Wex- 
ford, at the (ummer aflizes, in 1799, publifhed in fome 
]publin ][>apicr$; whkh however produced no informaiion. 

C^apela 



Digitized by 



Googk 



t94 



INSURRECTION OW TBS 



ChapeU bumcd in the countjr of Wexford and dioccfi 
of Ferns, with the dates of their refpe£tive confla- 
gration. 



Boolerogoe • 
Mafltft - 
Ramfgrange • 
Drumgotd 
Balleiaurria • 
Gorey 

Annmcurragh 
Crane 
Koclc 
BalltduflF 
Riveichapel • 
Monafeed - 
Cblogue » 
Killeveny 
F«mi 
Oulard 
Caftletown - 



tyth 
$oth 
X9th 
tift 
do. 
34tb 
td 
17th 
12th 
r^tli 
do. 
«5th 
t6th 
iith 
iKrh 
iSth 



May, i79» 
June 



Aug. — 
Sept. ^ 

Oft. m 

do. do. 



Nov. 



Balltgarret • I5t1i 
BaDinaaionabeg it»k 
A (karoo re - 9t4th 
Murntown 14th 
MonamoHng 3d 
Kilrufli - 15th 
Marflialftown S or 9 
Muofin - * do. 
Crofsabcg - a4fh 
Killenterin a9fh 
Vfonageer - ift 
FCiltaylcy - ift 
Glanbiyan - 13th 
^aim - 3d 
Batlimackerey 
Courtcoacuddy 13th 



Jaji. 1799 

Feb. 

Apr. ^ 
May — ^ 

June -— *-^ 



July, 

oa. — 

Marc h ■ ■ 
Sept. i8qo 

Aug iSfi 



The proteftant church of Old Rofe was buriied on the 
fecond of JunCf 1 798. 

Thele and many ether (hocking deeds could not 
have been conftantly reiterated throughout the country* 
frerethe magiftrated willing to do their duty ; and it t^ 
tftonifhing that the country gentlemen could fo far for- 
get their own real interefts* which are fuperfeded by 
the narrow and prejudiced notions with which they are 
blindfolded. It will fcarcely be believed that fuch ne- 
fled was poffible; and the gentlemen themfejves will 
lament it hereafter, when they come to their fbbcr re*- 
polle^lioasy and feel the melancholy efie£lsof religloqa 
prejudice, in the inevitable confequences of leaving 
fuch a6ls unpuniflied ; which although tbey did not ac* 
tually <;ommit tbem(elve§, yet t^hey have encouraged 
j^hcm by their inaSivity and negligence. 

It it to be obferved, that the Infurre^oo w^ com^ 
pletely iupprefled in the county of We3rfo]:<l9 in June 
4798^ pitTious toi and dufing wbkh- period, fi^ 
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catholic cbapeh appear to have been bumt» and the re^ ' 
maining conflagTations took place when the country 
was not diflurbed by any other tranra6liona but thefo 
enormities^ perpetrated when the utmoft tranquillitjr 
otherwife jirerailed* Various depredations and ex** 
cefles were alfo committed through the country* 
Murders were prevalent^ houf(» were bttrnt> and 
notices were polled on the doors of many catholics* 
defiring them to quit their habitations^ of a fimilat 
tendency with thofe in the county of Armagh io thi 
year i 795. The notices in the counties of Wexford 
and WickloWf prevalent in 1798* 1799^ and 180D9 
were conceived pretty nearly in the following terms j 
•« A B^ ■ ■ we give you notice injtif dsys to qmt-^ 

^^arif you don't^ by G— toe will vijit your houfe mth 
*^ firti and yourfelf with kad.^-^ff^e 0rc the grifuhrs^ 
^ MoH Doyle's true grand'fons.'' 

Thefe and fuch like notices were pofted on the doori 
of catholics in the night» and many quktod ' their 
houfesand habitations in conrequence of fomeof thefe 
threats being put into iaAual execution. I ihall cite an 
example of thefe dreadful praflicesy exemplified in th« 
cafe of mr. Swiny^ a protedant gentleman^ who relided 
for feveral years in Yorkfhire>and had an eftate called 
^ourty between Oulard and Ballecanow, which waa 
tenanted by many catbo]ics> whofe leafea expired in 
1 799*; but who, by the prevailing fyftem, were ren- 
dered incapable to retake their farms, as their houfes 
were all burnt, and all the property they ^oflfcffed 
deftroyed ; but what manifefted thia bufinefs quite 
fyftematic was, that notices were polled up, afterward^ 
through the country, purporting that no fafiji Jhould 
frefume to take the lands ; and that, if even a fon of 
Moll Doyle Jhould offer more thmn half-4hguinea> m^ 
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aere9 (worth fifty lhilling8») he Jhouli forfeit uUfrivi* 
kges of the fraUmityy and undergo the fame funijhment 
for his tranfgrejfion as if he was a fafijl. The lands 
of Couitthus profcribed* remained wafte for nearly 
two years ! Is it not melancholy to refleA that this 
and many fuch manifeft outrages^ but more prevalent 
in the Macomores than any other part of the county* 
did not roufe the feelings of landlords^ at a time that 
their own interefls were fo clofcly conneded with the 
fuppreflion of fuch deeds?— And yet the tribe of 
middle-men feems to have fo much influence* as to be 
able Aill to keep up the like occurrences* in the hope 
that they might benefit by the deftrudion or baniih- 
ment of the great majority of the people. Miferable 
policy* that low minds alone* debafed by prejudice* 
can harbour !-*-Thefe cannot be fenfible that thepopu- 
latipn of a country con (litutes its priDcipal advantage* 
and b what enables them to raife themfelves on a 
fonndatlon of which they meditate the deftruSion* 
and thus endanger the fuperftrudlure which they wifli 
to enjoy ; not perceiving that it muft totter* when fo 
undoirmined* and involve themfelves in the general 
ruin I 

Courts-martial continued to fit in Wexford for nearly 
threeyears after the infurreftion* although the regular 
aflizes and general gaol delivery were refumed in the 
fpring of 1799. Prifoners confined in the gaol of 
Wexford were parcelled out into different lots* to be 
tried by .the civil and military tribunals* according to 
the difcrimination of the gentlemen of the country ! 
others have been arraigned at an affixes* and on fliew- 
ing legal caufe* had their triab put ofF to the next* 
when the judge has called for prifoners not produced, 
although returned on the crown-book* then \t has beeoi 
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discovered that they had been handed over to a mili- 
tary tribunal, and according to their 'fentences had 
been tfanfpoited or hanged. With the utmoft refpedt 
and veneration, I look up to^that great bulwark of 
the conftitution, trial by jury; and fh all always- 
efteem juries lefs liable to bias, than any other mode of 
_ trial. However it fo came to pafs in. the county of 
Wexford, from various occurrences that took place, 
that many prifoners preferred to be tried by a military 
rather than a civil tribunal, which the conduft of fir 
James Fowlis contributed to inculcate. It would how- 
' ever, be great injuftice not to mention that the judges 
of the realm who prefided in the criminal court in 
Wexford, diflinguifhcd themfelves by tbeir benevolent 
humanity, and the moft liberal conftrudion of the 
amnefiy bill ; and whenever religious prejudfce ox 
p^rty fpirit broke out, they were not backward in ex- 
preffing their diflatisfadion ; they fupportcd their juft^ 
judgment with manly dignity, and by their recommen- 
dations refcued (bme from execution, op whom the lav^ 
of the land obliged them to pronounce fentence, and 
thus were afluatcd by the godlike virtues of jufticQ 
and meicy. I moft fincerely hope no other opportu- 
nity may ever occur of making any comparifon be- 
tween courts-martial and trial by Jury. God grant 
that juries will ever h^ld in their minds the trvic fpirit 
of impartiality, and then we ihall ever confider thenj, 
as the true bafis of a free conftitution. 

Another kind of depredators made their appearance 
in the county of Wexford in the courfe of the winter of 
1 798 and i 799: they aJTembled in the wood of Kilaugh- 
xim, between Ennifcorthy and Scollaghgap, and were 
denoQiinated among other appellations << the babes ofth$ 
•< wood.-' Independent of fome outftanding infurgents^ 
C^cj dcfciter? 
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dcfert^rs from different regimenu aflbciated in flib 
baxtd; and they levied fmall contributions throughout 
the country. Thofe immediately in their Ticinity were 
to fupply their quota in provifions ; whHe thofe at s 
d>&ance were called upo^ for moneys which was fixp- 
plied in general without oppofition^ to avoid greater 
Tiolatton ; as they* for the moft part> behaved civilly if 
freely given* and did not at all purfue the laercilefii 
ceoda£i of the depredators already noticed. 

Different military detachments were feat out from 
Rofs and Ennifcorthy* and thefe endeavoured to fur- 
sound the extenfive woods of Kilaughrim> fuppofed to 
contain them, but their efforts proved fruitlefs* as they 
sever could come up with the habes in th^woodj who 
generally had a rende;?vous in the night* and difperfed 
towards morning* into fuch a variety of lurking 
places* that but few of them were apprehended* and 
though fever al plans for their annihilation were con- 
trived, they all proved ineffe6lual. The aSivity of 
lirigade-major Fitz- Gerald was again called forward^ 
and he brought them to aconfent of furrender; but* how- 
ever, fince the recall of general Hunter, who would 
have immediately put a final (lop to their proceedings. 
(His abfence on this occafion was produ<5^ive of ferious 
evil ;) for inftead of the Babes of the wood farrendering 
on condition of being fuffered to cnlift in the army, 
they continued their predatory fyftcm, during which 
they were occafion ally vifited by Holt and Hackett, 
and foroc of their aflbciates; but moft of them at laft 
furrendeicd to capuin Robinfon of the South Cork 
militia. Some of thefe were fent to Pruffia* others 
enllftcd into different regiments^ and fome were executed 
at Newtown-Barry. A few who did not furrender, not 
thinking it prudent to continue in (heir old haunts* 
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mbandoiTcd the county of Wexford, and joined tbc 
marauders in the county of Wickk>w:« 

Eftimatcs of the aflual d^nagcs in confequenoe of 
the conflagration of the catholic chapels were made 
t)ut by order of the government of Ireland, and the 
fcms fo awarded paid out of the treafury for rebuilding 
chcTO. Many perfons who at dated times had received 
certain proportions of their lofTesckiring the rebellion, 
have biucrly complained, and expreffed their apprehen- 
fions that the rebuilding of the t^holic chapels was 
to be defrayed out of the fund for the relief of fiiffer- 
ing loyalifts. This fcheine of fupply muft be confi- 
dered very political, had it the ciFeft of preventing the 
reiteration of thefe enormities, which many confider it 
bad* Government has thus interpofed in favour of 
fabKc i:athoKc frofertj. I therefore cannot conceive 
it is intended to exclude €athoUcs imU'tndudHy. Yet it is 
mlmoft exclnfively the cafe in the county of Wexford* 
occalioned by the cxifting deep rooted religious preju- 
<iice ! Was the condud of thefe fmbUc accuprs to un- 
dergo the fame fcrutiny they have fubjeded others to» 
they would not appear in fo favourable a light to the 
world as they wifh to maintain. Poor claimants have 
been conftrained to frofecnte againft their inclina- 
tions, to prove their loyalty fufficiently not to exclude 
them from payment ! — I therefore imagine that all 
catholics againft whom there does not exi(l any charge 
but general prejudice, ought not to be debarred of 
this privilege, as well as all thcfe who on trial have 
been honourably acquitted, as many have withheld 
their juft claims from the apprehenflon of gcneril pre- 
judice entertained againft catholics. The cafe of Mr. 
Edmund Staflford is peculiarly appolite. This gentle- 
chuflied as a ibflering loyaliftj and I am confident 
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iio perfon in the county was more dcfcrvirig of ttit 
title, yet for daring to do fo, he was accufed and 
arraigned for murder> on the difcriminating fagacity 
bf evidence that had been the caufe of the execution 
of many, but whofe villany was not fuhlicly known'> 
tintil the trial of Mr. Stafford could ndt ht put off, 
and he was difchargwl Without trial, aftbr i tonfine- 
ment of feveral months, for frefuming fo lennM his 
name among Ihefuffering loyalifls. 

Although the condud of the militia regiments, it 
inight be naturally hoped^ was fuch as to defy the 
t>oiiibility of any rieflexion on their behaviour; yet 
prejudice operated fo ftrongly in fome of U^em, that 
the officers behaved in fo partial a manner, as to in- 
duce catholics particularly, to offer tfaemfelves as vo- 
lunteers to ferve in different regiments of the line. 
Thefc afterward formed a confiderable part of the 
army fent to Egypt. Many, who were doomed to tranf- 
portation, were alfo on that expedition. Then it was 
confidered a fortunate circumftance that thefe were fent 
but of Ireland i not from any idea however, that they 
would haVQ been the means of redounding to tlie famb 
bf the Britifh army, and immortalizing their glory, by 
the courage and intrepidity they dif{^laycd ; that mu(b 
for ever filence their indifcriminatife calumniators. I 
wifli thofe who have been in the habit of dealing out 
illiberal iop{nions refpe£lidg Irifti cathblics, may keep 
theconduftof thefe in recoUeflion, as it may induce 
them to join in praift of men whom they ought to en- 
deavour to imitate. TJiey might thus too become fen- 
fible of the ineftimable value, to any country, of fuch 
taen, as with proper encouragement, would be invin- 
cible, and fo prove the mod impenetrable bulwark and 
tonfequent liipport to the conftitutionj far fiiperixMtr 
: ' to 
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V6 any thing which the fyfteto of coercion can poffiblf 
i(fie6t> and this irrefragable trutb> I hope> may have 
its due weight; 

At the fummer affizcs of Wexford in 1801, Janlcl 
tledmond was tried and condemned for the murder of 
the reverend Robert Burrowed, a proteftant clergyman, 
at Oulard, on Whitfunday the 27th of May, 1798, 
and purfuank to his fentence was executed on the 30th op 
July, and his body deliveried to the furgfeons, who aftct 
diire£ting it permitted it to be taken away, and it wag 

. buried. The cor{)fe was dug up out of its grave, and 
plUced in the flied creeled for the prieft to oflSciate, on 
the fite of the catholic chapel of Monamoling, which 
had been burned. This exhibition was not dif- 

•^tovered till the congregation had.aflembled to*heaip 
jnafs on the Sunday following, the 3d of Auguft iSoir, 
Although this man was guilty of murdfer, yet there is 
fomething (b vaftly fliocking in difturbing the dead ifi 
their graves, and repugnant to human nature, that the 
•vileft of pikemen never were guilty of fdch a tranf* 
Ballon in all their uncohtroulable fw^y. Independent 
of the favage difpofition of this occurrence, the difre- 
gard for religion is fo manifeft, that it is the more la- 
knentable, as it keeps alive thofe prejudices which it is 
To much the intereft of all parties to fupprefs. 

The Ratification of the treaty of piace with th© 
French republic, has brought back many who were 
tiidinguifhed in fighting for their country in the navy 
and army; and thefe, upon their return home, found 
many of their relatives deftroyed ; and on being inform* 
ed who the depredators were, they were induced to ac- 
toft them at different fairs and patrons through the coun* 
try> intimating that they had proved themfelves loyal 
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men by fighting the eneipies of their country^ and not 
by mardering their neighbours or friends or burning 
their houfes. Thefe altercations conftantly produced 
lights^ and the refu]t> though it has difturbed the pub- 
lic peace> yet has correfled, in fome degree, the over- 
bearing contempt in which fome high-fpoken gentry 
held the generality of the people, whom they now con- 
"defcend to refpeS through thefe their relatives; nay, 
they treat with more referve fome of the very infur- 
gents, who have returned from tranfportation> after 
having obliterated all (lain of previous political delin- 
quency by their fublequent exploits in the fervice of 
their country ; and thus do the brave ever j^wc cow- 
ards into (bame and fubmifE^on ! — The rooted avcrfion, 
bowever, which has been, by various means, encou- 
raged and inculcated againft the great body of the peo- 
ple» has led many to adopt the mod illiberal expreffi- 
ons ; and I am forry to learn, that both in high and 
low life, it is a prevalent notion to deplore theexiftence 
of the amnefty bill, as it precludes the accomplifhment 
of the views of exterminating thofe who areproteded 
by it from indifcriminating vengeance. Thofe who 
make ufe of fuch language feem to have no notion of 
the crimes which call to heaven for vengeance! I would 
recommend to thofe who exprefs fuch an illiberal and 
iftiocking fentiment to refledl ferioufly, whether they arc 
not proteSed by the indemnity bills, as they might 
otherwife be exhibited on the gibbet. Let thefe unre- 
fleaing affertors of prejudice look to the fate of go- 
vernor Wall of Goree. The recurrence of their own 
deeds to their minds, by fuch a contemplation, may* 
perhaps, produce hearty coi^trition for their paft mif- 
conduct, and may induce them to make what repara- 
tion remains in their power for the many injuries, in 
T^riotts ihapesi whicb they have (H>au»iH«d (—^Though 
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juftice did not overtake the governor of Goree for 
twenty years ; yet then the recital of his horrid crimen 
of ordering a foldicr, whom he confidcred refra£lory> 
to be laflied which produced death> roufed the Englifli 
nation> and exemplary punifliment was the confe- 
quence 1 — If this folitary cafe, which regarded a dif- 
tant colony^ excited fo much indignation in the breaft» 
of £Dgli(hmen> can the fame people overlook iimilar 
and greater deeds of atrocity committed a tboufand 
times over againft the Irifli^ now incorporated with 
thcmfelves ? — Can the feelings of any wife, juft and 
good man.be with-held from mod earned endeavours 
to contribute all in his power to the coalcfcence and 
harmony of all parts, as well as of all ranks of the^ 
united kingdom ? and if that defirable objed be at- 
tainable, and I do believe that by proper manag^e- 
ment it can be eiTeded, who is the monfter that will 
oppofe its accomplifhment ? JBut it muft not, it cannot 
beoppofed. A merciful and benevolent fovereign,^ 
whofc throne is now fuppported by confolidated domi- 
nion, and the united attachment of all his people, will 
notfuffer fo valuable a portion of them, as the great 
majority of the Irifli, to be dcbafcd and degraded by 
thraldom the moft intolerable, while they arc deemed 
to man his fleets and armies in a proportion greater 
than the one-half, and difplay the moft unrivalled bra- 
very in his fervice, bearing terror and difmay to bis 
enemies. He will certainly recommend them for re- 
lief from opprellion to his imperial parliament, who 
will not forfeit the chara6terof wifdom and juftice, ot 
the nan^e of the moft dignified Icgiflature on earth, by 
being fwayed by the talcs of rancour, mifrcprefentation, 
and prejudice. They will redrefs, as truth and rcafon di- 
refl, a magnanimous and virtuous people, groaning 
under a partial tyranny, in the midft of an empiie deno- 
minated free, to which they would be an incalculable 

acceflion 



Digitized by 



Googk 



i 



^04 IKSURRSCTION OP TRZ> 8c€. 

acccflion of ftrengtb> if proteded from oppreffion^ per^* 
fecutioD> torture> and the dread of threatened and medi- 
tated extermination;— if kcuvcdeffe^ually in their lirest 
liberties and properties, without impeachment of their 
Tjeligion and principles ; but fhould this be negle£led and 
their grievances left a galling incumbrance upon them^ 
inconfequence of malevolent and fabricated calumnies, 
there will furely abide a rankling difcontent, likely at all 
times to produce difturbance and difira£lion> which muft 
neceffarily weaken and paralyze the energies of the ftatc, 
and perhaps eventually annihilate the connexion be- 
tween thefe countries. I would earneftly advife the 
mod violent and unthinking fupporters of diviiion 
to confider their own real interefls as connected and 
involved with the peace and bappinefs of the nationi 
(which an impartial pidure of the miferies experienced 
can bell inculcate,) as well as to dilfipate the mifcon- 
ceptions of error, and to difprove the falfe reprefcn-r 
tations which have been fent abroad, with zealous ia^ 
duflry, to impofe on and miilead public feelingt 

My real obje£l and earneft wifhes are for conciliation; 

hut if a doubt can poifibly arife refpe£ling my (late- 

ments, I can only fay that I could detail more numerous 

enormities tha^ I have, and of which I entertain as little 

doubt asof thofelhave related. I have therefore confined 

ipyfelf to faiSsand circumftances vouched to me beyond 

the poffibilityof doubt, for which I can produce good 

authorities, and on this occafion limit my narrative to 

my native diftrift, where my local and perfonal know 

ledge were leaft liable to deception or mifinformation ; 

and fhould the members of both houfes of the imperial 

parliament deem it ncceflary, in their wifdom, to invefr 

tigate the truth decifively, I will ftake my exiftence^ 

J hat my relation lliall be found, on an impartial fcrif? 

tijuy, extremely moderate. 
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THB 

SPEECH 

OP 

SDJTARD SW EKTMAN, 

CAPTAIN, or A LATE INDEPENDENT GOMPANTi 

AT A 

MEETING OF THE FREEHOLDERS 

OP THB 

COUNTY OF WEXFORD^ 
CONVENED BY THE SHERIFF^ 

ON 8BPTBIABER II9 I791> 

7# taie inU eonfiderotion « Afr. Edward Bybnb's Utters rtcomminSng 
<< a plan of deUgoHon i9 the caiMUs qf Irilamiy in vrder Ufnfwn am 
«< hmbU petition to tbiligyiatmrer 

UK. SHERIPP^ 

X RISE with a diffidence proceeding from the magnitude and awfulnefs 
of the fubjeft, not from refpe^l to the refolutions I have heard, which I 
deem exceptionable in every part ; a circumftance which the filence of 
thofe who bring them forward would feem to acknowledge. I implore 
vour attention whilft I deliver fome thoughts which are the fruit of ror 
beft refearches, my honefteft feelinggi and the unextinguiihable love I 
bear thit ill-fated country. I fliall not confider the language o^ grammar 
of Mr. Byrnc't letter— it it beneath the dignity of this meeting, and 
this great queftion, to descend to an altercation with inquifitors of words 
and difleaors of fyllables : I ftiall enter into the fubjea at Urge, and 
fpeak to the fcope and objeft of the letter, as it affeAs Ireland, and as 
it it the cxpreffion of catholic hopes and dellret* You will not expeft 

R r brllliaot, 

/ 
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brilliant remarks and exquifite deductions of reafoning fronr a manbon» 
a vi^m to the popery laws, and driven at an early period into foreign 
dimef for prohibited, impcrfe£^ education and fcanty bread. I fhall 
fpeak like a foldkt, whh candour and with fraoktteft, yat with refpeCt 
•nd a fear of tfAmiUng* unaM»ved by Aander, uftinflutncad by any thing 
^t truth. Truth it libel, fa6lion,. fedition, and treafon in the eyetof 
thofe who live by itt oppoftte, but it ia^ the only criterion of hone(ly» 
the only bafis of laiting ftfttlenwht to your country, and every lover of 
k fliould utter it with courage, and hear it with patience. I belong to 
no party ^ I am an Iri(hrnan ; I care at little for tbofe who are in as for 
thofc who are oiK : lanr the humbb, but the fincere and uabought ad- 
vocate of a woe-worn people* I therefore conjure you to hear me, and 
forgive my inaccuracies and inejtperience in fpeaking. I know that 
honored names, ill uHrions patriots^ rharafl era which Ireland muft ever 
revere and love, men who led her to freedom and to fame, one of whom 
CMr. Ogle) I behold ia th^ aflembly with many mited fenfations, and 
who won the prmciple of profperity from our common tyrants, a prin« 
ciple which remains a dead letter without the union of yoitr people \ I 
know, I (ay, that fome of thefe difi^ in opinion with the perfons whom 
} take to be the bed and moft enlightened frienda of Ireland ; I know 
this, and \ lament it» and in it I lamant fhe deplorable inconfiftehcy of 
human nature, with the fame poignancy that I lament the unaccounta* 
bit bttt moft certain fa^ that the wife, the virtuouK the philofophic,. 
the magnanimous JuUau was a perfecutor. In the face of thofe men 
whom 1 revere, as I hope I (hould in the face of death, I venture to 
Hand forward the advocate of this woe-worn people, becanie I think it 
ia for the honor of the Irifli crown, for the credit and confiftency oT 
proteftantiAn, for the profpcriry and fame of your country, that Britifh^ 
privileges fhould be reftored to all, who are the fupportert of Britilh 
. and Irifh freedom. I wi(h for e^ual fate and equal freedom to every 
loyal fubje£l in his majefty^s dominions. Upon no other terms do I 
wi(h Ireland conne£^d with any couiKry. Upan thefe conditions I wtfh it 
for ever confederated with England. Thofe ohjc6U cannot be attained^ 
till catholics are .emancipated, and catholict cannot be emancipated till 
thev obtain the eloflive franchife, and an eqnal participation of the be- 
nefitaof trial by jury., WhiHI their libertiea, th^ properties, andtheis 
lives are at the mercy of thofe over whom thev have no controul, nor 
can acqyire a eontroul,. it will not be contended tlie tatbcyliaa ar«i/rer. 
Taxed^ without being reprePinttd, lioa&d withoat their co»Amt» and 
tried by their fuperiors the protellantt, and not by thtir peers, their fitu* 
ation is the very definition of flavery* unmitigated, unqualified by any 
thing, but a ieeting liberality which may perilbwith thefafliioa of thf 

i have faid it was for the honor of fhe Irifli crewn, that eathdlicf 
fltouh! be etnancipttecf, becaule I conceive that honor to be deeply in« 
terefted in, and infeparably interworen with the qnelHon. The honor 
#f the Iri^ crown has been perpetnally violated by a perpetual breach 
atf faith with the Irifh« ever finee our Englifh anceftors hrH landed In 
this iflaad,. They were induced to come hither by a tyrant and a n* 
Tiiher, and their polictcal condufi and your's, (for we have been atf 

Siilty aliftc^ has never once belied the principles of their nritrorfircer- 
enry the fecond, granted tbe Iriflv the common law of England, anc| 
they gratefully received and fwore to the obfervance of it. They in 
juftice, became entitled to the benefit of that law.— 4nftead of mis». 
«f ci:^ xnaanf vhkh^fraud could rnntu,^ avarice fuggeft^ or vipleoce en« 
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force, werc^emplflfed to plunder and dcftroy thtbrave vaA firrple abori- 
gine^ of ihe ifle, whilfl fhe dnty of their kings, whom they had fwom 
to obey, and who from that mftant were bound to protc£^ them, Num- 
bered or rather prefided over thefe crtiel outraeres upon human nature* 
Sir John Dam fays, tljeold Iriih were out of the proteRion of the law, 
fo that any Engliihman might opprefs, fpoil, or mwrderthem with tnr- 
punity. 8ir John was certaiMy pofTriTcd pf a better tmderfbnding, and 
nad more tioncfty than moft Engliftimen, who have ever blelTcd us with 
their preience In this ifland : yet he was an EmgHJhmoHy that is, a fie t9 
Jri/fifreedsm^^nd wifhed to throw the whole blame of thofe horrible and 
abfurd oppreJfEons, as Hume phrafes them, u{y}n tlte Eng IHh fettlert, 
Thofe fettlers were gtiiliy of innumerable yMlainies to the ancient Irilh^ 
yet they wiftied not that their enmities fliould be immortal, like moder<i 
^ttleri, but fought at laft to bury all animofity in the mutual peace and 
4iarmony of a final coalitton and incorporation. Wha^did the Englifti- 
Irfih king of the dav? Alarmed at this incipient incorporation, and 
profpe^l of happineis held out to the people, he dtfpatcbes hit grandfoM, 
Lionel, dirke of Clareace* to countcraft it, and to revirc the dying 
embers of civil difcord. This prince paffcd the famous ftatutes of Kil- 
kenny, fo much extolled by England, and the flaves of £ngland, that 
once more foWed the feeds of that everlaftmg hofti^ty, which dif idcd 
the fons of Ireland Irom each other, and has itibfilled in one horrid 
fliape or other to this very day. Thc'EnglKh fettlers inflamed by tho(e . 
diabolical laws, became the executioners of Bnglifh vengeance atid 
fiatred, and the bafe procurers to Engltih paeons. The proscribed na- 
tives were driven into rebellion, and then difpoflWTed of their property 
for the unavoidable effefts of the crinoes of their opprefbrs. You i^e 
I feel little propenfity to canonize the vices and follies of my anceftors* 
like fome nobie lords,* ^ho might juftify the maffacre of St. Bart hd- 
lom«w*s day and the £res of Smithlield npon the fame 6lly principle of 
miftaken pride. Near four hundred years paffed away,- during this 
-dreadful fcene of mifery, rapine, and blood, in all which period, every 
virtue was invoked, whilft 'every crime was perpetrated. The fword of 
war was at length iheathed and the fword of juftice commenced the work 
cf extermination. The Engliih now availed themfehres of every chi^ 
canery of law to ouft the natites firom their remaining lands. They d\d 
this without danger, for they did it whh fraud, by the fafe and bloodleia 
fitethods of ftatutabte plunder. In thefe iniquitous proceedings they 
were fan^ioned by their kmg, the king of Ireland! This royal mif- 
cream condfeated fix entire counties without having found or looked for 
an evidence of guik, whiM he boafted of his dtfcent from the ancient 
inhabitants whom he fpoiled. Sobfequent kings, have not been tefs 
foithlefs to Ireland. The infinccrity and tyranny of the Meflcd martyr 
«-<-the profligacy 9fid ingratitude of Charles the fircond — the holy impo^ 
fitione-— the cowardice and bigotry of James have been aft ccjually fatal 
t<>— 'ail equally levelled againit Ireland. Your glorious deliverec*'s 
open and avowed |tippreflion of our native and favourite manufa^ure 
will be no recommendation to any body who is a lover of Ireland. That 
he confirmed you in your eflates, is partly true ; hut it is much more 
true, that you dearfy bought that advantage by the facrifice of the in- 
dependence, trade, commerce, manofa^ures, profperity, and name q£ 
your country. Hb drove a Dtrxcii bargain with you, and you bar- 
tered your freedom for a paltry consideration. You and the catholics 

R r s £dc^ 

• Lords Enoidpilku and Aldborough* 
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£nee bave been fet at variance^ in order to govern you with a more cafy 
iniquity* contrary to the duty and honor of your kings — liie folenm 
faith of treatiet hat been yiola(ed by the houfe of Hanover, in the i ft of 
.George the fecond« by which the catholics were dcpi'ived of the eledive 
franchife, their unalienable right— rthe price of their Uood-^he honor- 
able condition Qf their capituUtion at Limerick :— I therefore fay, it ia 
tor the honour of the Iriih crown, that king George the third fliould re» 
pair the wrongf of his predeceflbrs to a loyal and unfortunate race s for 
though he is not the original author of tbefe wrongf, yet as the kiBfr 
sever dies, he is in fome degree chargeable with the wronge continued 
under bit government, and ftands accountable in his repuution for the 
f vil he is at no pains to prevent. The reconHnendation of this late ai^ 
of juftice from the throne, will become him full as well as the recom- 
inendation of charter fchools : he Aiould at lafl remember, that alle- 
giance and prote^ion are reciprocal 1 he (hould bear in mind, that benp 
longer deferves to be a king, who fyftematically ceafes to be juft to mil- 
lions of his fubjefls. 

The credit of proteftantifm and it9 confiftency is equally involved in 
this great queftion of catholic emancipation. The proteftants aban- 
^ned the roman catholic religion for one fundamental reafon amoogft 
others 1 becaufe they pronounced its foUowera to. be periecutors upoa 
principle^ and to want charity, that grand desideratum in Ireland, 
without whifh religion itfclf is rather a curfe than^a bleffing. Tb^ 
Ihould now abandon the proteftant religion for the fame reafon, if they 
lire true to their original principles : for the proteftants of Ireland have 
been perfecutorf— -unrelenting, inquifttorial perfecutors, for upwards of 
, two hundred years. But the (pirit of neither religion is periecution-r- 
bad priefts^ -b^d min^fters, bad parliaments and bad kings have per- 
' verted the principles of both, for the purpoie of fixing a lawlefs yoke 
on the necks of their fellow-creatures'. San^s momui^ raftre im^' 
purtti has been their maj^im.--Good protelUnts and good catholics have 
ever reprobated thefe fan6li$ed iniquities. The worthy cardinal Pole, 
In the reign oif the ianguinary queen Mary, though a catholic upoa prin- 
ciple, recommendc'l tplcration : bid^op Qardiner, though ready to con- 
form to any religion for intereft, taught that perfecution was lawfbj. 
The hiftory of the Jewifli and the cbrtftian religipns^ incont^overtibly 
proves the tri^th of that axiom in the fchools | that what is belt, when 
corrupted, becomes worA.-7-X''^ P^i^** the worihip the nure abominabk 
bas been the perfrcittion it gave rife to, and the more corrupt the nio« 
ralrty pra^ifed in its name, "th^ name ojf God bas been the watch- 
yfovd for the abominations of man. The religion of the Jews was puce 
f nd fublime-^their roannners and difpoiition deteftable :— the religion 
pf the ancient Elgyptians was abfurd and inuiious — [their msni^ers ami 
covernmrnt were the glory of humanity and model of nations. The 
fame mora^ mifchief I have de(cribed amongft the Jews, muft tinquef* 
tionably be produced again, when more truft is repofed in faith than in 
charity j in profellion, than good works. The knave profefTes anything 
—the boneft man pra5lifes without profeiEo&— a poet| who knew man 
and woman well, writes: 

Wkoemer'sfMth is tkan Ms mighhour^s rnvre, 
ffmojti beUeve him ro^iu .'^^ 
Your popery laws engiender and propagate this evil with a £9ul increafe. 
—They punifh a belief in catholics, which b^ing hannlefs, /bould be 
illowed without the infliflion of difabilities, and they condemn princi- 
ples which catholici have abjured in wordi^ and ever proved to befalfe 
t .- . - , . • . • ^ ..,,. r charge^ 
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'CbargM by their anions. You give the reward of honefty, loyalty 
and patriotifra — I mean the right of citizenffiip— *to oaths, to nnga- 
tory declarations and abjurations. For a bare recantation oftht faith 
Qf his fathersy.and hard anti-chridian fwearing, puts your catholic 
neighbour inftantly upon a footing with yourfeif, whilft all the rirtuea 
which Chrift or Socrates ever taught or praCtifed, would leave him a 
flave without \u Do you not daily fee the effe^ of tfarfe laws f Does it 
not require great fortitude in an honeft man to become a convert, and 
expofe himfelf to the obloquy and fufpicion of both parties? Are not 
the generality of thofe who apoftatiz^ to your religion the bafed of man* 
kind ? Do they not ilanderoufly abu(e» and/ranc6roufly perfecute th« 
wretches they have forfaken f And yet, thofe creatures are careflfed and 
courted, whilft honeft catholics are defpifed, and trampled on 1 Tliut 
^our laws become a premium to vice-^a penalty on virtue. Judge then, 
if the continuation of this vile Cykem can do credit to the proteftant 
religion. No!— it takes from you at once all pretenfiona toprotef* 
tantifm and. chriflianity. 

It is equally fatal to the profperity and fame of your country mi 
trery particular. It has been truly faid, that opprefltoo is a fmothered 
warfare : it annihilates the peace and comfort of foci'ety. Can the pro- 
teftant efteem the catholic he dooms to Havery ? Ci^n the catholic love 
his oppi elTor ? They are both hypocrites if they pretend to it» They 
muft in the prefent ftate of things rooft inevitably hate and fear one 
another. It is the law of nature, which laughs to fcorn the unnatural 
inftitutions of man, and what can you txpeSt from fuch a (ituation f 
Does not the tranquillity of your country hang by a'thread, sind are you 
ftill determined to leave it in this feverifh tremulous exiftence ? Yoa 
have been bred in a contempt for catholics, a contempt originally inflilled 
by your oppreflbrs, the Englifti, and which they are by no means fpar« 
ing of to yourfelves. And indeed none of us have been totally wronged 
by our kind and affe^lionate filter t for we have not refpefted ourfelvet. 
America has refpe^led herfelf, and therefore (he is refpe^ted. She ha% 

grformed a very arduous ta^ i (he has taught £ngli(hmen manners, 
it the Englifh. have grofly deceived you in their defcription of your 
'countrymen. Tbey have refufed them credit for every good quality, 
and fixed tlie ftigma of evtry bad one upon them. They have denied 
them courage and underftanding, that they might perfuade them and the 
world that they had neither fenfe to perceive, nor fpirit to alTert their 
rights. But I tell you again, they have grofly deceived you. There 
is not in Europe a nobler pealiaiotry than the peafantry of Ireland, the 
great body of the people you have enflaved. The Englifh began their 
lyftem of calumny againft the Iriih, not before they began to defpoil 
them. Had they reported them a^ an innocent people, they would have 
wanted a pretext for their undoing. You will find the proof of this in 
the venerable Bede, who loads them with the higheft praife, and the lying 
Giraldus Cambrenlis,^ who covers them with foul reproach. Sir John 
Davis acknowledges this race of men to be endued with extraordi«ary 
abilities of mind and body ; and that there is no people under heaven 
who love equal and indifferent jutiice better than the lri(h. The en* 
lightened do6tors Young and Campbell do them the fame juftice. The 
fmmortal Swift, in a pofthumous work which has lately appeared, declares 
that the common Iri(h who underftand Englifh, have a much better tafte 
for reafon and raillery, than the Englifh of the fame defcription. Lord 
Chffteifield and Adam Smith call them the moft able-bodied and band- 
fooji tuiti in £uro{)e, Camden tcftifict^ that they are in^dibly a£live, 
' "^ > iogemout 
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ii^icaioat and warlikf. Britiih adjutaott inf«rai yoo ^t dity Mm 
isaiie foldierf fooncr than any Aibjedt in the three kingdooM $ and 
America, Hitxioftao and Europe bear witaefa to the ardovr and firtn- 
veia of Chtir courage. See then the gallant fnoe f»f men you have to 
govcrpy and rcflt^ how you have governed ihem 1 You have todtm^ 
irourcd to unman tham^ and reduce tbcm to the level of the beafta that 
periih. B*:rt{i (sj law of ahnoft every ftinuiLua to induAry, preckided 
from educatioOf foreign and domeilicy from conjugal conneAioo wiiii 
their ^voured brethren, from every bleiRng civil and poliricai, k ia « 
m'uacle that they have retained any thing human but the ihapc. The 
jrototype of your policy, Machiavel, in the eighth chapter, of bk 
rrtnce, laya it down aaa maxim> that cruelty may be aece^^ry io art- 
cent fettkmcat ac^iired by war and crimef, but if proioRgcd beyond 
Vhat neceffity, that it ultiipately proves the ruin of iu upboideta. Yon 
luve ootftripped yovr model i take care how you verily hit prophetic 
iObfervatioa. When the city of Sparta was overthrown by a» earth- 
quake, the Helots furveyed the viiitation with rapture^ .and redoubled the 
lioirora of the calamity. Your proteftaM (ettlcmeot is iecvre beyond 
tbe probability, nay the pofTibility of dangers, if you do not continue 
the umptation, and the language of the conftitutioa might add the 
pUTY to uproot it, in the hearts of thofe whom you mean to deftroy. 
Vou have nothing to fev from thofe mi&rabb beings wbofe anccftMV 
ciates the chance of war delivered into yoni^ hands one hundred and 
thirty-eight years dace. Moft of them have pcriihed in exile and in 
^ant. Some of them are fighting the battles of foreign kings, being 
incapacitated even from dyino tor their own. Their dd remains are 
tbe porters «f your towns, tbe clowns of your coMttry, and beggars of 
ypor ftreets. They ^ not K>ok for power { they ai^ but Wave to die. 
The catholics have given you every fecurity whi^ the moft folemn de^ 
clarations can give : you have a much better (ecurity in Iheir uaifonB 
demcaoor, aad ftill a better in their intereft, that iaiertft 
ffkicA liki tkefword of kings. 
Is the laft reaf$n of all things. 
It if the intereft of every honef( and independent mind in Iceland, that 
the fmothered warfare of oppreflion (hould ceafe, that the feelings, the 
prejudices, the paeons, the faculties of all (hould be colIe£led into one 
eommen focus to cheer, reanimate and illumine this aggrieved, paliied, 
and long benighted country. Have you not had "enough of vengeance 
and petty defpicabte monopoly, and are you ftUl refolvcd to per£S in it 
even at the expence of your own welt-being and honor? Is not your 
country a prey to foreigners through the imbecility entailed ujjoh it, by 
cmafculating four- fifths of your people? Were the provifoes, indulgen- 
cics, and mortmains of popery in any degree fo pernicious as tbe rui|i 
and ignominy of Englilh influence ? Impoftors delude you, whilft they 
arc pra^i5ng ancient villainies Under new names. ' poes not this influ- 
ence yearly drain you of two- thirds of your whole revenue ^ Docs it not 
lend undeferving viceroys to rule over you to the degradation of your 
0wn nobility, many of whom were known in Europe long before the 
great majority of the prefent Engliih nobility had crawled from their 
original pbfcurity ? Does it not quarter the inlignificant followers of 
thofe infignificant viceroys, the buffoons, panders and paraiices of a coc- 
vopted court, the trafh and refuie of another laod upon the moft produc- 
tive fpots of your ifland ? Does it not exalt the moft unprincipled ai^i 
Aaaeltii politicians to tbe very hi^heft ftation^ and for what? for re- 
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viling yovtt eemntrjr %n6 denying its independence.* Has it not madtf 
you a bye-word amongfl nationi, jknd the very iotfnd of your name « 
fiihje6i of iatfghter ? Are not your mine« unexplored, your fiftieries ne- 
^it^tfi, your trade and commerce reftri^ted, your manufa£loret unproi^* 
te&tdf yocM* Isndt unimproTcd, your country denuded of its jvood aiiff 

f fkorn ot' its beauty and means of'lS^iraT ffrength, nay, your very eh** 
ra^er d^hafed through this influence? Whence the want of employ^ 
meiK in Irelandi whence the rack-rents of abientees, whence the iqtta-* 
lid appearances and concomitants of poverty > Whence the wandering^ 
of your people to every comer of the earthi the alarming emigration^ 
of northern induftry to America, of fouthern hardihood to Bngland^ 
France and Spain, to the Eaft and to the Weil > Whence I fay, does <n 
^is proceed, but from the wide wafting peftilential inBuence of Eng^ 
land ? Even now it is cl«nde(Hnely aiming it the extin^ion of yotir 
psriiament and yotir laftly recovered name. I myftif heard the marquiA 
of Downfhire exprefs his ardent wifh for a onion in the hotife of lordi 
of England ! Ireland appears loofened from its foundations by this in* 
flotncof «nd floats at the breath of every bold and flagitious EngKfll 
vndertakorr who is lent to defame and to devoor it. 8he might moft 
htppHy msintain more than douUe her population^ were ftie not inhi^ A 
bited from availing herfelf of the bounties of heaven. But yonr Dra** 
eenian hiws agatnll poperv, th^ loathfome but unacknowledged oflT- 
^ng of the inflisence 1 nave been dcfcribirg, have worn her natives 
down to a degree of wretchednefs not to he equalled by the wretcltedneft 
of flave or freeman in any quarter of the globe : they have given yon^ 
eoontry the melancholy pre-emit)cnce amongfl nations of being faprem# i 
Ik mifery. fiat ftie has bcrnc her adverfities with fortitude. You may 
thanJi your ftan, thAt the fuicide principle of thole laws has not utterly 
tOKliaited the fpirit of your people. If it had, you would hav# 
looked in vain for freedom* Had they flood aloof in the day of triaf. 
Or joined with yonr enemies, had they not liilened to^ the dilates of 
tbetr own virtues, but followed your example in wounding themfefvet 
tiitough the heart of their conntry, you had ftiti been in bondage. 
They difdained the inglorious example, they pledged thehr lives and / 
^eir fortunes foryom- freedom, and rou pledge yours to hold them 
m chains f They are a conquered people, yoa fay i But when they re* 
i^aed rheir power in x6^i, after their glorious defence of Limerick^ 
tijiy fltpnlated for frtcdom with arms in their hands. What did you f 
YlMSXL^ovi ^ot them ja your power, you ttrTpped tliem of their arms» 
mrobbcd them oHheir freedom*-TOU ke?t NO tAiTH with c/t- i 

4 tuOLiQs I They aik for refthutfcm therefore, and they would be vm* 
worthy of it if they did not. They aflc for the liberty tbeir anccftortf 
phmted and prcfervod in this* ifland t for nine- tenths of them are de* 
fteadants of thofe £ngl4fli who flrft won the country by fraud and by 
fcrce from the ancient lrifl». They and their forefathers are your bene- 
i>Aors, and you are flill bent upon remaining their, deftroyers ; for fla« 
very is the deflm^ion of the people, ^uch being their conduct and 
jourtt is it decorous to talk of their ingratitude ? would it not be mor« 
dtoorooa to retrieve the honor you have loft by youi* own > You fay 
tbey want to intimidate you into a compliance with their humble (uppli* 

cationf. 

* If focb a man at I have here ponrtraycd, had not carried'' the aa<*acfm>t 

inipiirkie« of the feoate to the jadgment.frat, bat adminidered law io judice 

and in mercy ns became his gceat abilitict, tlie circitmflance ihoold be a draw*' 

' back on the detertatidn of his countrymen, it (hould take but little from the 

diftrud of the cba^a£ter. AV«r^ M^nam impirium Jia^itit qwejitum btnit arltkmt^ 



Digitized by 



Googk 
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cfltiont. The afTcrtion is falfified by the faft. They prefeoted a petitioft 
io parliament praying for a (hare of that freedom they contribute ta 
lupport. They did not nnake the compliance of parliament the condi'» 
tioo of their allegiance : they have evinced the contrai7 by the nnvaricd 
tendr of their condu6l $ for though refufed in no very flattering manner, 
lunidft feoffs, and fcorn» and indignity» their enemies have not gained 
their point : they have not driven them into* violence t they have re- 
mained unaltered in their loyalty, their love of ordet-, and c>bedience to 
f he law.— -A brave general in your houfe of commons invites thefe de* 
fencclefs citizens to draw their fwordi, and make their appeal to hem* 
ven. Theie oppre fled m en hav cno fword s, and if they bad, tbey wonid 
X- only draw them ift deduce ©f TftScTr kingand^fiyntiy. They and their 
fSfRefTliaV ^<' demeaned themfelves in every viciflitude of tornine. I 
wi(h this great officer may be as well difpofed. Shame on the tnan^ 
I who can thus mock at the unfortuuate, and pour new mifery into the 
'f agonizing bo(bm of a tortured generation 1 

That the catholiigunLiUU prepared for freedom, is a propofition an* 
founded in reaFon and contradiaed by the experience ot every age and 
the feelings of every heart. Liberty which is equal jutice to all, ia 
taught by nature to all— -the favage and the barbarian feel its facred im* 
pulfes as completely as the philofopber. The liberty of England origj * 
n§ted in the woods of .Gcrmanj^* We know that tne iiermans were not 
m lettered race<^hey had no property but what was in common x yet 
thefe fturdy barbarians weie at leaft as firee, and as zealous aifertora 
of their independence, as their defcendants the EngUlh. M any of the 
mighty barons^ who extorted ma^na charta fro m John, wSreunabl e to 
read or to write ) yet the rude feelings of thcifuiKOloi^ Gi calls lifted 
Ihem admirably to wreft that palladium of happinefs from a tyrant. I 
liope we (hall hear no more of this infidious and hypocritical cant, in- 
vented by the designing to miflead the unwary. To be fit for freedom, 
it ia fufficient to be born, and it affords an additional aptitudeao be bred 
a chriftian— for I hope it is unneceflary to inform you, that the fervice 
of the catholic god and yours is perfc6l freedom. I fhould imagine the 
"^ requifite knowledge for chooling a reprefentative does not lie far beneath 
the furface t furely a catholic has as good an opportunity of learning 
" the afts of wifdoip, juftice, humanity and fortitude which diftinguim 
a neighbouring gentleman, and recommend him to notice at an eleSion, 
as a proteftant t or do the magic fyllables of proteftandfm^ beftow fg^ 
t andlenfibility, while ILe execrated name of papilll>er«iyes Its unhappy 
' owner of every organ of feeling and underRihding f^ Away with iu^ 
fooleries 1 Were their abfurdisy not loft in the immenOty of th^ir mif* 
chief, they would be as contemptible as the jdreams of dotards. If your 
execrable laws had unfitted the catholics for freedom, freedom only 
■^ could recreate that moral and political fitnefs your laws bad dona 
awa^. Slavery is the worft of all poffible fcbools to teach the pi-inctplea 
of liberty : you would not manacle the limbs of the man you would 
enable to ftart in the race 1 Be not afraid of overpowering the tender 
optics of your brethren with the new light of liberty : the eagle-eye of 
nature looks fteadily at the fun of liberty in every ftageand every con*^ 
dition of this many coloured and wearied life. 

It is alfo faid the catholic committee* is an unlawfql meeting. Thofa 
who fay fo, do not underftand the law, or mifinterpret it with an evil 

intent.- 

♦ Poftcrity will honoar the memoriei of tholV pmdent and ondavoted d- 
tUeos of Dublio, who, unlhakeo by the feccflioo of their deceived fellow-fuf- 
fcrsrt, brdaght thofe very men back to their opinion by the hrrcliilible force of 

truth| 
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Intent, ^o meeting it unlawful which is peaceably met for a lawful 
^urpo(e, whether the mode of meeting be borrowed from Conftantinoplo 
•r Paris, whether from the empire of flavery or the feat of democracy. 
The catholic committee is not acknowledged by the law, toHdem verbis, 
bst every thing \i allowed by the law, which is a quiet afTertion of 
#ighr, and hurts no man. Now the obje^l of this meeting is not as has 
been fooliflily or malicioufly faid, to confoiidate the power of the catho- 
lics, but to aicertain their utter impotence to prote^ themfeives, to 
concentrate their miferks aad their tears, to lay them at the foot of the 
throne, to fupplicate parliament to give freedoos confequence, and 
union to Ireland* They hope it is no offence to wi(h to add dignity^ 
Arength, and ftability to their country, and they are fure petitioning it 
lawful.— The catholics labour under grievances^ and there arc two wayt 
of removing theuT. The one is by war j the other by -peace. They 
fceic not relief through the calamities of war : they adore their country. 
They ciefirc that 4>eace may be the harbinger of their freedom. That 
peace can be preferved by no better means, than by quietly affemblini^ 
a^d humbly propoling their grievances to the coniideration of the iegif- 
iature. The leglflature may re^'e granting rhe prayer of their petition. 
hut they have no right to fpum the begging, proftrate, and obedient 
iVibjed from their door -f-You arc angry with thefc miferable people for 
jftating their numbers at three millions : You are then angry, that they 
wcre born 1 Yuu are then angry that they tread the earth, breathe the 
air, or furvey the hf aven. By that heaven I conjure you to difmifs thoft 
deadlvfentioientsof Shocking uncharitableneTsfrom yourotherwile gene- 
rous hearts, and dare to have the magnanimity to forgive thofe you havo 
ibdeeply and To cruelly in joFcd. Be United, be Iriflimen, he free. 

I hear a great deal of the favours already conferred upon catholicn* 
and that their emancipation (hould be gradual.**»The catholics are a 
grateful people, but the f^fhion of the day and your own exigencies 
gave them molt of what they have got, and your liberality wears top 
much the appearance of fel^flinefs to entitle you to much gratitude^ 
Recpile^l that you only lately fct your hand to a partial reHoration o£ 
their rights, and that thofe a^s of grace were accompanied with no fniali 
ibarc of relufiance, no fmall portion of contempt. By giving the ca- 
tbolics the power of purchafing land* you converted a flux, monied 
property, which might be employed againft you, into an immoveable 
«Iedge for their abiding by your fate, and binding their own chains thft 
nfter \ and by withholding theele£lkve franchiie from them, you refufe 
them the (hield by which tkey might prote£l their new acquifition. So 
that the privilege you rate fo high, makes them but the more dependent 
tipon your good-will and caprice. As to gradual emancipation, if you 
mean to treat your brethren as the Engli£ parliament has the negroes^ 
you ^ould mark a period for their emancipatioD, as that parliament hat 
done for the more fortunate Africans. But you do not wiih it ; you 
arc withholding their rights from your fellow. creatures, and indulging 
them now and then with a few fragments from your tablr^ fondly hoping 
that an opportunity may arife to daih their hopes for ever^ and plunge 
them back into that unfathomable abyfs of mifei y from whence they have 
i^ut juft raifed their heads. jBut the opportunity will not arife : the im* 
|»erL(hable fpirit of freedom has gone abroad and cheers the heart of the 
* St meaneft 

truth, and caft the foaadation.of catholic emancipation amidft the intrigue*, 
and Iks, ao(> calumnies, and menaces of their enemief. Their names will 
tlve when co«rt prolUtotes aitd hirelings and iUves will t^ forgotten. 
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meaneft p^fant< He truftt In the juftice and virtues of hit kingi an^ 
^ie t^irdy hamanity of hit brethren. His king longt already to bur A 
tht chains : FOR HE Can do NO WRONG : and many of the fathers, 

RESTORERS, AND PRESERVERS OF POLITICAL PROTESTANT FREE- 
DOM IN THE North, are working ferioufly, honelUy, nohlyt and in- 
dependently in their caufe. Your really a*;d truly glorious 
DELIVERER, mr. Gratiofi, and many of the moft exahed natures in Ire- 
land, are at the fame gocilike work of redem{»tion. The catholics will 
dcferre it : for I know il>«n, and of couife they will he freew They 
have nothing to dread : they walk in the fearltlfneis of virtue. 

But what fhali become of |he proteftant afcendency ? 1 revere the 
proteftant afcendewcy, if, like the prerogative of kings, it is limited by 
jullice and the fafety uf the people. I cannot revere it if it is nothing 
but an uncontroulabie fway. ^uch a Iway I could never refped, tho* 
feated on t\\e throne of Great Biitain, or the chair of St. Peter, llf 
, fcy protedant afcendency you mean^ that the great power of the country 
ihould remain in the lianJs of th« prefent poifellors, more than three 
luindred years would not transfer the power (for property is the power) 
into the hands of catholics, even if the whole penal code was fwept 
away at this moment ; and 1 believe it requires no infpiration to fore- 
tell, tliat the folly and wickednefs of religious animofiry will have died 
with thoie who harbour it long, long before that period. But if you 
.<UHne the protellant afcendency, a protedant king, a proteftant peer- 
j >gCf a proteftant houfe ot commons, a proteftant conftituency, and make 
' no account of your Ciirholic brethren, but wiftiy with the repre/enrative 
of the whole Irifti nation, as he was plealtd to denominate himfelf,* 
fhat their liberties fhould be for ever extinguifhed, while you but half 
\ retain your own, I abhor the inhuman idea, as I do the author of evtlf 
jind exaAly upon the iame principle} becaufe it is the enemy of man*^ 
kind« 

I have how done : and I implore a mercy for your brethrent and juf- 
tice for your couutiy. If you refufe th it mercy, and withhold this juf- 
tice, you ftiould prepare for a union : thmgs cannot remain in their pre- 
ftnt fituation -, you muft either give freedom to the catholic or abdicate 
it for youtfeU. Your ancient oppreflors are on the watch to inflame your 
]»afl)ons, and reinfnare you into worfe than your former bondage. A 
union would be advantageous to the catholic. Ey it the proteftant 
would lofe his all, if freedom be ail to the noble minded and the brave* 
The catholic would not be raiied to the proteftant, but the proteftant 
would be levelled down to the catholic, and funk into a (lavifti ac()ui* 
efcence in the wilt of a coontry accuftomed to defpife him. The ca« 
tholic would be more hdppy : for that liberty he is never doomed t9 
cafte» would be removed far from his wounded ear, bis aching fight. 
The proteftant would have no confolation for gloties paft and prefent 
Aiame. He would ejfperience a fervitude more grievous than death. 

Extracted ftom tlie Wexford Herald of Monday Sept. 24, 1791^, 
County Meeting. 
Saturday being the day appointed by the high (heriiF to take into 
comiJeration a letter, purporting to have been written by order of the 
fub-comiuitiee of the catholics of Ireland, apd figncd Edward Byrnei 
about one o^clock the ftierift* took the cluir, and the letter having been 
read, the following rcfolutions were moved by the hou. Francis Hely 
Uutchinfun i 

1. RefolrMfy 
* The lats Ricluird SheriJaa, efq. tkeo M. P. for Chailemoat. 
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}. Refolvfr*, ?hat it i« the undoubted rjghf of all K'^ m^'efly'i fubjefts 
to petition every bj-anch of the le^iflature.— if</p/^/f«/. 

a. Kifoi'ved, that it appears to tins mectino t hot the ohje^ of the plan 
tif erred to by the Utter ^ ivhrh has betn read this d^^y from the chair^ is t'o 
eolhSi the fetife of all tin ^ai holies of Ireland ^ in order that their iMfhee 

may te laid ty petition at the foot of the throne -Rejcftcd. 

3. Refolved, thit the f aid plan is agreeable to la<Wf emd that thofe who 
fkall endeavour peaceably and quittly to earry it into execution^ *tvill not, ^ 
fo doingy commit ety aSl^ citht r iUe^^l or stncot^ifuiicnaL-^^r^R ejc ^ ed . 

A debate for feme Iiours having taken pUce upon the above refoliiiiont, 
lipd the <|utftico having heen pur, the ^ift was pi/Tcd ii) the aflirmat^v« 
unanimovfjy ; and a divilicn having t;<ken place upon the two laft, ihey 
wert rejf^ed hy a majority of pvc hundred and fen to forty-five. 

Thi» divifion having taken p! ce, mr. M^x\^ell moved the foltov'ing 
refclutionii, a)i of which were canjed in the affirmative, 

Wc the freeholders of the coiiMy of Wtxford convened by the high- 
(heriflP, at the nquilirion of the I.iH grawd jmy, to take into confidera* 
tion a paper, figned •• Edward Byrne,'* purportinjj to come from ; 
body of men, ftiling themielveff, •< the f»ib-coirmiitee of the catholics 
** of Ireland,'* think it highly incumbent on us to t|cpreft in the 
fironge^ terms our difapprobaiion of the contt^nta x>f it. ^ 

R'efolved, that wi* fee with much furprt«<>, the many favours fo lihe^ 
rall)[ conferred of late years, by the leg<flati|re, on the romap fatholict 
of Ireland, do not meet with the return of thanks and gratitude ttf 
^hich they were fo juflly entitled. 

' Refolv^d, that (ii^ce the proceedings ofcitholic% are nnwarrnt^tabK 
and their demands umeafunablf^ It h time for the proteftants to makf 
a fland, aod to be firm inrefufingto mal^e further conceflions. 

Refo1ved> that we firmly rt'y on the wi(^lom of our moft graciouf 
fovereign, thjit he will not give his fanflion to any meafure that may 
militate againil the principles that placed his family oh the throne, or 
tend to diminiHi the proteflant afcendency of this kingdom. 

Mr. Maxwell moved an addrefs to the reprcfenratives- of the county, 
to entreat tSem to give their oppcfition ro any bi!l which might be in- 
troduced either now or any time hereafter, extending to the benefit ot 
the elcflive frandiife, or a pirticipation of the trial by jury. 

The addrefs having been along timcdcbate<f, was ar Inft withdrawn, 
lyjr. Hutchiniiin ihen' moved the thanks of (be meeting to Mathew 
JDerenz), cfq. the high (heriff, for his very corrt^ and proper condufj: 
in rlie chair, which motion was carried unaninuiuHy ; and the queftion 
of adjournment hnvmg been put and carried, tl^e meeting was diflfolvcd 
at a very late hour of the night. 



IfxtraHcd (rooK the Wexford HfRALD of ThqrfJay the 9^:th of 
September, 179*. 

We the roq[ian catholics of the town and vicinity of Wexford, ev^j* 
anxious tq cultivate the friendiliip of our proteflant brethren, and to 
unite with them in all the bands of focial happinefs, embrace this fl <iterc 
ing opportunity of te(lifying our gratitude to the virtuous and indepen- 
dent yir/y-/f«i;/, whofe united efforts and interrits fuj-ported our caui'e ^ 
the county meetings convened by the high flieniFon Siturdiy jail. 

The malignant fhafts of calumny, dirciUd by the iron-hand of ar. 
))itrary power will (lever aweiis into an acquiefcence oi guilt f which 
ye moil folemnly abjure. Wc are, have been,— ,and evei; flnll be,— 
grateful zt\fi lojal. Were we poflefTcd of more our nobif fric^iU fhonld 

S i » p^tiicipatf 
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particlpktc tht^eofy did their ^nerout and difinrercfted patnol^ perdlif 
ihe idea of a traniitoiy reward } nayt we refpc^ our enemies at member* 
•f the Hate, but hope they will not expeA gratitude from ut until 
fhfy be <rome our benefa^ort, cbat is^ profelyfet to tb^ true polklrtl 
faith, on which depends thefalvatton of otr country. 

We hail our itiufhious and gVoriout proledort, who with irrefiftible 
tilergy, eloquence and truth, pleaded the caufe of bijufed innocence and 
di^graded humanity, attempting to raife i<t head amidft, itt hnplacab)^ 
oppreflion V— We hail them at being invaluable co-operators with tbe 
faviourt of our country i on wboro alone, and on me<y o^ fu«h minda, 
depends tbe perpetuity of the conAitution at eftabliftedattherevolutioa^ 

Signed by order, ^ 

JAMES E. DEVEREU3^- 



No. n. 

T^ the gefttlcqnen, elergy, freeholders, and ofhe^ tiiHabitanti df thd 
coumy of WexforJ. . 
^WE, the underfigfted magiftrates of the co^mtv of Wexford, con-' 
winced that you have not a wifti nearer yotir heaft than to have an op^or«> 
ifunity of expreiTmg your loyalty and inviolable attathmerit to our king 
tnd excellent conftiiution, (in the abfenceof the higb-flierifF) requeft 
jrour attendance at the county court -houfe, on FruUty^ the i f th of Jatkuay 
aext, for that purpofe. A meafure we conceive at this time not dni^ 
Iiighly becoming, but alfo eflentially neceffary, (hereby Co contribute 
lb far as in tM lifs to the reftoration of public and private credit, whtcll- 
we have experienced to be materially injured, by the iieditioat pra£tice0 
df a few deilgning and turbulent incendiaries. 

Walter Hore-^Henty Haiton^John Harvey^^Bhtneker Jactih^Jama 
Boyd-^Rohert Ha^k/btyw^John Heatfy^Richard Ne*Widn K'tng-^^iUum 
Uore'^JohnCox'^trmiamGiafcott-^MlUerC^vd. 

At a meeting of the freeholdera and inhabitants of tbe cdanty of 

Wexford, convened by requifition of the magiflrates thtrtof* and 

held at Wexford, on Friday, the nth January, 1793. 
Walter Horb, efq, in the chair | 

We, the freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Wexford; crm- 
Yened by the m;<gi(lrates, think it right at this time, UNANiKfOUSLV 
to declare our attachment to the conftitution, confiAing 6f king, iordsi 
and commons— and. have RESOLVED, 

That the principles of the BririOi conftitution are founded in ^rrfdonii 
and juftice, equally providing for the liberty and happinefs of the people. 

That an hereditary monarch, an aflfembly of the nobles, and i bod^ 
of reprefentatives derived from the people, by free and general ele£lioOf 
are each of them integral, vital, and eflential parts of our codftitmibn, 
in fo much that tbe decay or corruption of any of them, #ill taint or 
de'lroy the d^hole fyflera. 

That the reprefentative part of our legtflature it not derived from A6 
people, by that free and general election, which the fundartieritil priA-' 
ciples of our conftitution require, and the ftate ind condition m tirB 
liation would warrant. 

That the permanent peace and v*relfiire of Irelkitd cari oflW bfe effi- 
blifted by a radical and eflPe^ual reform in tbe comtnoni houK of pit* 
liambit, and that this object once obtained^ the peopla ought to re« 
^' I coAttot and grateful, ^ j 

That 
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Tliat we will» by all coitftitutional and lawfol mearity |k<»Dbte ^ 
radical and efFedual reform in the rfcprefVntacion of the people in parlUi 
inent, including perfons of all religious perfuafiont) and vrt rely on th^ 
wifdomof Iparliaroent to grant foct^refornl. 

That we ai e happy thus publicly to declare, that the people of thtf 
country are perfe^ly peaceable and c^uiet, and we knoW of no feditloul 
]lra6licet therein^ nor do we fee any the leaft flindoW of, or tendency td 
riot or tumult in this cdontry ; bur left any fuch ftioold be entertained 
or intended by any fa^ious perfons^ W£ DO DECLARE, that we 
n^ill refift all attempts to introduce any neW form of government inttf 
thit country, or in any ipanner to fubveiti corrupt, or impair any of 
the three eui&ntial parts oif our conffituttoni cdni^fting of king, lbrdf| 
iind commons; 

Refolved, that copies of the above refolutions be fdrwarded by ouf 
chairman, to the right hon. George Ogle, and the hdn. John Loftuf 
|x>fttis, reprefentatives in parliament for this county* 

Refolved, that the above refolutions bb InfVrted three timet in (H« 
Publin Evening Poft, Morning Poft, and Wexford Herald. 

(Signed) WALTER HORE; 

Walter *Hore, efq. having left the chair, and Cornelius Grogan, t(^l 

being called to it, the thanks of the meeting were onanimoufly vdt^d Id 

Walter Hore, efq. cbairnlan, for hii impartial and upright tonda^ 

rbiiday. ' 

(Signed] COR. GROi^Alli 



No. IIL 

AT the requei^of mr. Edward H^y, late of BaMenkeeTe in the county ^ 
cf Wexfiwd, I certify that 1 became acquainted with him in the year 
f ^93, for which year I Wa$ hrgh-(heriff fbr faid county, and at whrdt 
time the couiltry was intich diftnrWed^ I thought n^ceflfary to confulr the 
gentlemen of the county, and called meetings for this purpofe. lUr. 
Ha^ attended tKefe meetings, and w:is with other gehtleihen as a^iva^ 
ind zealous as poflible, in endeavouring to iupprefs the difturbancesg 
and to reftore peace to the country. From rnr, Hay'a af^kitss and tk* 
predions, I had every r^sifbri to consider him a loj'a! man j I have ofteji 
lizard him declare, that he did nor, not tvtt ^ouEd belong to any po^ 
Utical fociety, and that he difapproved htlng of all fuch focictifi. i wa* 
ippointed in the year 1797, adminiftr^u>r during a luit ref^f^ing the 
Hay property; on the lik of May i7(}St I atteiuird ^t Bitlenketlc ai 
adnriinidrator, on which day mr. Edward Hay, or mr. Fitzgerald i* ^ia 
trufieej gave me up poflVflion of the hoafe and dtsntCnt of Ballenkeelff 
and other lands, parr of tlie difputed property | and delivered whai; 
fufhitnrb he had in the honfe rb his Brocber, wjih whom I undejl!An4 
he had ff^tiled, and declared he v^ould ^ani icnmedlarc payment for thii 
fiirniiure, as he intended to go Without dfiay 10 America aiiU fcilh 
there,— Mr. £dward Hiy v*ai niuch (iifniii$fit;d with me about that 
time, but this did n6t prevent hirii from t'^rdtring mc the moEl 
eflbntial fervices in the rebellion. The rebel! attacked the tow}^ 
6f Ennifcorthy in great force on the iKrh of May 1798, on which 
chiy «fter afcvfere erti;agertient, and ihe town heiog in flames, I 
letreated wi^b niy corp and the reft of hi% mA}t(\y*t troops flatmnej 
»h*re, to Wexford. On nrj' arritral in that u^^'n, I fai* mr\ Edwjfd 
Hi/ in the ftrectj who feemed and expre^ed himself much diftrtiTcd 
\. . , •' - at 
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^ wbat had happened at Ennifcorthy and clfcwhere. On the »9t|i of 
Maf, I again faw mr. Hay, when he wat approved of as one of rhe 
liKtirities tor nir. Edward Fitz-Gerald, whowaa then confined in Wexford 
gaoly but was liberated that day, on giving bail, and Tent out to endea* 
TOOT by h)« ft^ppofed iniuence with the rebels to difperfe them.— On the 
foth of Miy, after the rebels had cat vff a detachment of the Meath 
■tiiitiaf neai the Thi^* rocks, the troops which marched from Wexford 
•ooppofethe iel>ela at that place retreated to the town, we found the 
grciitell contufion prevailing there ; after (bme t'^me the town was eva- 
cnated* and Ami^ng it impoffible forme, (ituated as I was, to retreat by 
land, 1 made an unfuccefsful attempt to tifc6k my efcape by £ira« but 
was taKcn and brought back to Wexford, where I was in the mofiperi- 
Ions firuation, not knowing the inftant 1 (hould fall a victim to popular 
fmy, 1 viras taken* to a houfe where a namber of ladies and gentlemen 
^tie ; a furious mob came to this houfc and called tor me to be put to 
death. A particular friend of mhic, wrho was then in the houfe, aflured 
9ie lately, that mr. Edward Hay went to the door, ftood there, and de- 
cUred they fliould ki!l him before they (bonld hurt a hair ot my bead, 
and be fncceeded in fending them away. — It being erncraily undediood 
fbat every perfbn who bad aot taken the uiiitcd IriQiman^s oath, or did 
not know their Hgiis, would inevitably be put to death, I aikcd mr* 
Kdward Hay to in^r mr, which he aflured me ht rould not do, and I 
fiave further reaibn to think he was not an united Irishman, fts the. 
week bf feie the rebeUion broke out, when I was as a magiftrate giving 
certiiicates to the people on their taking the oaths of allegiance, furreo- 
ckring their arms, and giving; on their oaths fuch infarmation as they 
cunid, refpefling the intended rebellion, not one of them, ami I nvas 
ntiry firiB in my ettquirin, mei^tioned apr. Edward Hay, though they 
gave me inforniHtion againft moft of thofe who in a lew days atter in 
this country were leader* in the rebellion. 

While a prifoncr in Wexford, fame people in;imHted a wifli to take 
me home, and 1 thought I would b^fafer, il* where I was well known, 
Chan at Wcxibtd. Mr. Hay told me he would not Jet me go, at £ 
would be certainly put to death, as the rebels jfted with greater cruelty 
at Vinrgar-hill, near which nfiy houfe iirnuatel — An order was, fenC 
by the rebels for twelve prifoners to be taken fiom Wexford to Vinegar- 
hilt ) mr. Edward Hay ;oId me of this order, and faid he wontd endea* 
vour to prevent liicfe mtn being fcnt, as he feared ihcy woUd be exe- 
cuted, and he fucctcded for foiQe time. The event proved he was right, ai 
fomt of the fame perlbn« were afterward taken there and p-ir to death.—* 
The houfe in wl.ich 1 was for about ten days was often fearcbed for 
arms and crar^eK/jt. Mf. Hay whtu in the houfe endeavoured ta 
fave rne by aii4N»iuig the fearchers and conduSii^g them to different 
pirts of the houfe from where I was. When at latt a party of rhofe 
Jearchcrs found I was in this houfe my deftru^i(>n was confidered in- 
evitable had 1 remained there. I was conduced to the prifon-f^ip as s 
place of faftty, and 1 do believe, had it not been done 1 moft |>robably 
would have lod my life,' Cowfidering the popularity of mr. Hay, and 
he being a catholic, I am furprized he was not obliged to take a com- 
mand amongft tl»e rebels, and I am confident be could have had an high 
one was he lo inclined t 1 do not believe mr. Edvyar d lUy had any com- 
mand in the rebel army, nor did I erer fee him appear in arms of any 
kind^ and I conliJer it a fortunate circumllance for foroe of the pro- 
tellant loyairfts that he wa« in Wexford during the rebellion, ay I knesif 
that Le txprciftd hii earncft dtiUt, and I belicvc.hc cxated bimfelfj for 

■ • ^ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Ai^i>%NbiXj NO. Titl icst 

tic pVercnration of many of them. I think it but jufticc to give mr* 
Hay this ceftificate« the Aibftince of which I would have proved on hit 
Uui had 1 been called on, and to whkb I bad beeo fummoned. 

SOLOMON RICHARDS* ' 
Captain Ennifcorthy Cavalry, and 
Magiftrate of the county of Wexford^ 
SoI(boro\lghy Augud 30, 1799. 

1 hereby certify, that on the aoth of June, I'/^t, while the madacre^ 
^erc perpetrating on the bridge of Wexford, mr. Edward Hay eamd 
into the room where I was with other Jadies, he was in ttsiH aikl ieenied 
much diftreflfed at the cruelttet that were going forward. , 1 eamefttjf 
entreated him to ufe hit influence to fave the prifoners' Jivet. He lie- 
plied it waa in vain for him (o try as he had no influence with the peo- 
ple* — i alfo know that^e prevented twelve prifonera from bejng fent i9 
Vinegar-hill, on a belief that they would be maflacred there i and i 4m 
believe that he had no command in the rebel army. 

Given under my band this sotbof Auguft, 1799* 
MARTHA RICHARDS. 



CauiUy of Wexford, T MR. Thomas Taylor of the town of West- 
to wit. Mord, merchant, who was a prifoner in the gaol 

■ — ' 3 of Wexford during tlic rebellion, freely and vo- 

luntarily makerh oath on the Holy Evangelifls, and faitip be basknowa 
the prifojiers to exprefs the comfort and confolatioii they experienced fcooif 
mr. Edward Hay*sdeporfmentaad manner towards them, and had alwaj^ 
beard them expreTs their joy on mr. Hay vifiring the gaol. Deponeof 
being an Englifliman, and not long in Ireland, had no kind of 8C« 
<]uaintance with mr. Hay, but always approached him when he faw btna 
converiiug with his fellow prifoiiers, and experienced the confolation «f 
his converfation, although not addrcflfed to him, but confdered mr. Haf 
the greatcll friend of the loyalifls, as the purport of his viiits to tluK 
gaol evidently was to give general comfort to all he faw in diflrefs, as 
he communicated his fentiments openly and candidly to them ; and na- 
deceived the prifoners with refpcA to many falfe reports that were cir- 
culated. Deponent has heojd mr. H^y exprefs bis horror and .-letcila-' 
tion of the barbarous proceedings of the rebels j and that he would loio 
bi9 life or put a flop to the cmelttes that were committing on Vinegar* 
hill had he been there. Deponent remembers to have heard of an order 
for ftrveral prifoners to be fent to EniiCcortby, which order might Itave 
been complied with had not rar. Hay gained intelligence that ihey wen 
to be put to death f and at the earnefl requell of the prifoners from the 
neighbourhood of Ennifcorthy, mr. Hay declared he would make fucb 
reprefenrations.to the principal inhabitants of Wexford as to havetheoa 
detained in gaol as their only place of fafety ; on which occaijon be baa 
heard the prifoners exprefs their utmoft gratitude to mr. Hay, whoaf 
they confulred on all occaflonsof didrefsy and from whom they received 
every pofllbie comfort. Various reports were propagated* which tenvkd 
toroii/c'and irritate the pafljons of the people to revenge* that the armjr 
bad committed the grealeft excelfes which alarmed the prifoners very 
much, who confillted mr. Hay about a piupofal they had drawn up to 
bt forwarded to government^ intimatin^t their great danger, and hoping 

cJiac 
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that the prifonm eakea by the army ipijght meet with the like goo4 
trettmeiit that tKey'didy 6tberwilc reprifalt might be made, and flieir 
deftruAion in^Titable. Mr; Hay undertook the ta^L of endeavourini^ 
lo forward this propofal with the greateft alacrityy and tonduAed captatit 
M*)^ani|i tjl> cpnittft with lord Ktngiborough> who accordingly wrote a 
letter in the parpe of all the prifonerfy ajnong whom were many officers 
pnd prmcip^ gientlemen of t^e county, ^^rhtch propofal was difpatcbed 
by an officer to be forwairded to the next commanding officer of his iqs* 
jefty*t forces, but who would not be allowed to proceed farther thaa the 
«pM camp at Eanifcorthy; and ,wat obliged to return to Wexford* at 
vhUb dii^ppointlncnt tive con£dered our (ituation more critical than ewtCp 
«nd ««p^kQC«<l in a greater degree the condoling vifits of mr. Hay, 
¥fh» w4y fymjpathited in ovr feeJinga, and lelt this difappointment at 
fBUick 9' Aoy <v ua. Deponent neyer faw mr. Hay appear with arms, or 
%ntb apy k\n4 of green ornament, then ufuaUy worn by all defcripti* 
4^s of peribna } and from what he has fee n and every informadon hH 
could ^ff^i believes that duiing the r^bellien that mr. Hay was foldy 
aftuated by principlet of philanthropy! in aay incerierence of his dur- 
ing tbf t period. 

Sworii before me this aStb day of Auguft, t79d* 
EBEN. JACOB. 
THOMAS TAY;.0R. 



■1 I ^ ■> 
No- IV* 



• 
Kactra& from the 4Aate^ of the houfe of Xgf4a on the lotjh of J^)r# 

1793* op 'be cc^nvention hill, as it appcfa^^ in the pubU9 papers. 

JaQSiD FAitNHAM dcdared. *' TbM ^ had rveive4 letters from 
^ the cpunty of \yrexford, ptrfcdly ?greein|; with whs^t had beep metu 
'.* t^ned by the noble lord on the yi^oolfack. In that couaty t^e pepple 
'/ had l^eld meetings at night, and frocp p^riik to pariih had fworn the 
^ inhi^>itants not to p^v rents, tythes, or taxes, e^rtfling their ^ifap*- 
^* pQintmenc that they had pot received loli e^ a?an ani^ually for the 
V emancip^tiop, but a leafe for which they ^ere 9^ige4. to pay«**»*i|c 
Jipprpye^ of Mie bill. 



. 1 . J WW^PPTfW B iJ A 

No. V- 

At a meeting of the catholics x>f the town and neighbourboad o£ 
Wexford, on Tuefday the 30tb of July, 1793^ 
JAMES EDWARD DEVEREUX, efq. in the chair. 
WE, the roipan catholics of the town and neighbourliood of Wexford^ 
paving acquiefced in the refolution and recommendation of our late ge- 
neral committee, notwithdanding the. many degrading and injuriooa 
diftin6lions ftill exifting agatnll us, to aft no more as a body, but af 
IRISHMEN, united by one will and intereft, find ourfelves moft re- 
liiftantly compelled by different attacks, immediately pointed at oitf 
honour, to defend ourfelves as a diftinft pe6ple ; our loyalty has beea 
traduced, our views mifreprefented, and ourconduft defamed j we con« 
«c We that linking under fuch infamous and audacious ilandcr would ba 
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^he ruin of our country, and bereave ut of the afFeflions of our king 
and our fenow-fubje^ty for we have learnt from the hiftory of all na- 
tionty bur particularly from our own» that unrefuted calumnies lead 
from the extinction of the honeft fame of a nation, to the final ex« 
tinClion of her liberties. 

Refulved theiefore, That it is a bafe and fcandalous falfehood that 
the catholics of Ireland ever entertained the thought or harboured th^ 
proje^, either in prrvate or public, of fevering the filler countries from 
each other, or of renouncing their loyalty and jgratitude towards a fove- 
reign, to whom, of all who ever fat upon the throne, they arc the moft 
indebted. 

Rcfolved, That the catholics of Ireland neVer fought any other boon 
but that of equal law and equal liberty, fuch as Englifhmen poifefs, and 
fuch as is equally the right of IriAimen, and that they are latisfied for 
ever to abide by one common fate with Engliihmen, fo that they may for 
ever enjoy the common bleflings of the conftitution, as ellablifhed in 
king, loids, and commons, under a feparate legiflature, and a common 
king. 

Refolved, That the general committee of the catholics never exercifed 
the right of taxation in any one inftance, nor any other right but in 
abfoiute fubordinarion to'the laws of their country, nor can we under* 
ftand how thefe proceedings and purfuits can be accounted criminal, uo* 
Jefs it is proved that the Britilh conftitution, the fole objeCl of thofe pur- 
fuits, is a code oPiniquity and vice, which ought to be rejected with detef- 
taiion, and not contended for at the hazard of £very thing dear to man. 

Refolved, That we are unalterably attached to tlie peace, happineft^ 
union, and liberty of Ireland, and therefore from our hearts abhof and 
reprobate any difturbances, which may endanger the poflfeflion of thofe 
invaluable objefls, and that we recommend moft ferioufly and earneftly 
to our catholic brethren, to joir and co-operate in every loyal and con- 
ftiturional meafure to fupprefs them, be their authors whoiii they may. 

I^efoivcd, That we highly approve of the condu£b of our late com- 
mittee, who have proved us not unworthy of freedom, by evincing oiir 
loyalty to our king, our gratitude to the legiflature and our friends^ 
and oUr unceafing defire to fulfill his majelty's gracious wilh to unite 
all claflcs and delcriptions of the people, in fupport of our moft txceU 
lent con ftitut ion. 

Refolved, That the filly aflTertion which has been publicly made-*- 
that the catholics of the county of Wexford, were induced to join the 
committee by the promife of ten pounds a year, freehold, to the lower 
claiTes — is equally devoid of probability and truth, and deferves nothing 
but our contempt. 

Refolved, That thefe refolutions be publiftied, and that our chairmaii 
do tranfmit a copy to each of the genilcmen who were delegated to tb4 
late general committee. 
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No. VI. 

'To. GEORGE GILES» cfq, higb»(heriff of the county of Wexford*' 

WE, the undcrfigned freeholders of the county of Wexford, reqoeH 
you will convene a meeting of your bailHwick, on at early a day as 
poflil)le» to prepare an addrei's. Sec, &€. to the lord lieotenantt on bis> 
excellency's apprehended departure from this kingdom. 
^ • - -.-... Michael Maflerfba 

William Barrett 
LoftM Richards 
Thomas Efmonde 
John Jobnfton 
William Fitahcnry 
Robert Meyler 
Frederick Flood 
Thomas Grogaa Knos 
Jo(hua Nunn 
John Harvey 
William Kellett 



Cornelius Grogan 
Ifaac Cornock 
Arthur Nfeadows 
John Grogan 
Matthew Keugh 
William Hatton 
Anthony Lee 
John Colclough 
Thomas Richards 
William Talbot 
Edward Sutton 
Pat. Keating 



John Richards 
fidward Hay 
Barth. Sparrow 
Jolhua Poundcn 
Clement Wolcfley 
James Drury 
Rob. Shap. Carcw 
Matthew Detenzy 
JoOiua Nunn 
Goddard Richards 
John Pounden 
William Wheeler 
' Rich. Waddy, M. D. John Wheeler PonndeoArmttrong Browo# 
John Meyler Stephen Lett James Furlong 

Jofeph Stringer Charles Vero 

William Barker ' Dudley Colclougli 
John Stringer William Harvey 

Anthony Rudd B. B. Harvey 



Loft us Hatton 
Harvey Hay 
Matthew Talbot 
SobmoD Richards 



Tb^firegomg requijition to the high/berijf, as ''well as the fottrwittg tp 
t^e magiflrates are copied from the public papers, fromfome unaccousttahlt 
accident twithout dates, as the original has been loft or iraflaid. The att'- 
tbor is particularly cautious not to introduce a particle that is not cUar/jf 
fubfiantiated, ho-we^ver, it is as certain, that many days iuiervesied^ lohicA 
he hopes at a future period to be able to afcertaxn exaSlj, 

To the Magistrate s of the county of Wexford^ 
Gbnjlbmen, 
We the underfigned freeholders of Paid l:oiinty, being informed that 
tht high-iheriiF is not in his bailiwick* and deeming it highly necef- 
iary» at this awful and alarming crilis, that this refpedable county 
fliould meet for the above purpofe, requ?ft that you will pleafe to coq-> 
Tene the freeholders aad inhabitants of faid covaty as ibon as poifible. 



Frederick Flood 
Jifllua Nunn 
William Hatton 
Matthew Talbot 
John Harvey 
Edward Sutton 
Matthew Keugh 



John Johnfton 
William Talbot 
Loftus Hitton 
Rich. Waddy, M. D. 
Edward Hay 
B. B. Harvey 
William Kellctt 



ArmlVrong Browne 
John Colclough 
Thomas Richards 
L^fius Richards 
William Harvey 



In compliance with the above requtiition,- we> the undernamed IM*^ 
giftrates of faid couniy> requcll a meeting of the Irceholdcrs and inhi- 
bitanis of the coumy, at the county court-houfc, on Monday the sjd 
inllant, at twelve o'clock. 

Wexford, 17th March, 1795. 

Cornelius Grogan Harvey Hay 

Ifaac Cornock • John Grogan. 

Tbowas Gfogan Knox 
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At n Tnimerons meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants of the county 
«f Wexford, in the county court-houfe, on the 23d of March, 1795. 1 

Cornelius Grogan, efq. in the chair. 
The following refoluiions paiTcd onanimouflyi 

Refolved, That the refolutions of the freeholders and rnhabitants of 
■this county in favour of catholic emancipation and reform, adopted b^i* 
them at a county meeting, held at Wexford on the nth day of Jahuarj, 
1793, be now read i 

Refolved, That we continve of the fame opinion as declared by uf 
at the above meeting. 

Refolved, That earl Fitzwilliam, by the wifdom of his meafuret, ani 
by calling to hrs councils ihofe men who have at all times promoted the 
^nion and fupported the interefts of the people, and proved themfelvet 
'the true friends of their king, the conftitution and their country, hat 
deft r vedly obtained the confidence and merited the gratitude of Iriflimen, 

Refelved, That we have good reafonto be convinced that the fudden 
recall of fo PATRIOTIC a nobleman, at that moment when thofe 
friends of Ireland who had obtained his con^drnce, were bringing for* 
w^ard meafures, iUti would have promoted the UN ION of \\\t peopU"^ 
and encreafed the drength of the empire, could have no other fourrc 
than in the malignant fchemes and interference of a late adminiftrati( n^ 
(fupported by the influence of certain members of the Britifh cabinet) 
who knew that whilft his lordfliip remained in the government thty 
could no longer purfue a deteded fyllcm of meafures— which feemed 
more calculated for the purpofes of corruption, oppre^lion, and perfecu- 
tion, than the profperity of the ftate. 

Refolved, That ftrongly impreflcd by our paft experience of fo dan- 
gerous an adminiftration, it is not without reaibn wc read the return of 
the men who formed it, into power, and the revival of a fyftem. which 
iilled the nnnds of the people with terror and alarm, and had a fatal 
tendency to create difunion and dirafFc6lion, and we call upon every man 
vt\io regards the fafety of the empire to come forward and deprecate 
the return of that admimftration into power, and thereby refcue the 
nation from plunder, diffatisfaflion, and difunion. 

Refolved, That an humble petition to the king, expreflivc of oar fenti- 
ments on thisoccalion, be forthwith drawnup and laid before us for ouc 
approbation, and that a committee be appointed to prepare the fame«- 
which beiner^ad, 

Refolved, That we approve of faid petition, and that Corneliut 
Grogan, Edward Hay, and B« B. Harvey, efqrs. do prefentthe fame to 
fcis majefty. 

Refolved, That wc fhould ill deferve the patriotic intentions of earl 
Fitzwtiliam to this country, if we did not declare our fenfe of them pre- 
vious to his lordfliip*s departure from this kingdom. 

Refolved therefore, Th^t an addrefs be p: cpared by the committee 
accordingly, which being read— 

Refolved, That wc approve of the faid addrefs, and that fir Thomas 
Efmonde, bt, fir Frederick Flood, bt, and Wro. Harney, efij; convey 
faid addrefs to earl Fitzwilliam. 

Refolved, That wc congratulate our countrymen of the roman 
catholic perfuafion, on the liberal and honorable teftimony which lb 
many counties, cities, and towns, have borne to the juftice and policy / 

of their claims. ^ 

Refolved, That the thanks of thh iheeting are jnfily due to MR. 
GrattaVi for his honefl and patriotic attention, as well in at out of 

T t a power^ 
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poweri to thofc meafurcs which on former occafiont he had (bpported 
and brought forward, and alio tor his fpirtted and conftitutional anfwer 
to the addrefs of the roman ratholics of Dublin. 

Reibhedy That we do publicly thank and entertain a due fenfe of the 
tnerir* of thofe members of both boufes of parliament » who have uni- 

ibhnly ftood forward the advocates of thofe indifpenfahly neccflTary mea- 
ures for the prefervation of our conftitutioni the emancipation of our 
catholic brethren^ and a reform in th^ reprefentatloq of the people ia 
parliament* 

Refolved, That thefe our refolutions of thapks be commgnicated by 
our worthy chairman to his grace the DUKE of Leikster, and the 
EIGHT HON. Henry Grattan.. 

Refolved, That our peculiar thanks are due to the magiftrates who to 
properly and fpiritedly complied with the requifitioo to convene tbif 
meeting in the abfence of the high iherifF, vi^ho was not in the county. 

At a numerous meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants of the county 
, ^of Wexford, convened by public notice, held at the county courtt 
houfe on the a 3d of March 1795, 

The following petition to the king was unanimoufly adopted. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

We, your majefty^s moft dutiful and loyal fubjcdls, the freeholders 
and inhabitants of the county of Wexford, convened by the magiftratea 
thereof in abfence of the (herifF, beg leave to approach your throne^ 
and with permiHion of our moft gracious fovereign, to exprefs our at* 
tachment to your majefty^s family and government, in full confidence 
that our benevolent fovereign will vouchfafe to hear hisfubjefls in whofe 
hearts he reigns, and whofe love for his facred peifon will ever lead tbein 
to fupport with their lives ai^d their properties his throne and hit 
government. 

With gratitude we received as a (ignal inftance of our auguft fove- 
reign*s beneficence to his IriOi people, the appointment of earl Fitz- 
William to the government of this kingdom, a nobleman whofe wifdoip 
and whofe virtues peculiarly qualified him to be the beloved viceroy^ 
who would adminifter to the inhabitants of Ireland^ that bappinefs and 
union we know your majefty would wiih to be the lot of all your people | 
and we anticipated the happy confequence from earl Fitz- William's ad- 
miniftratioiv, when we had obferved be b^ called to his councils thofe 
men who were rooft conf^icuous in the nation for their abilities, an4 
their attachment to the intereft of their king and the conftitution oJF 
tjjeir country; and whofe meafures promife^ a ju(( appropriation of the 
public revenues, and additional f^rength ta the empire, ^ut particularly 
/ weaontemplated with the moft heartfelt joy, the union af ail your ma- 
jcfty's fubje£ls, by^the removal of thofc civil diftinftions arihng from 
difference in religious opinion-«-a mcafure of foch invaluable wifdom, 
as would for ev^r feieW th^tbrouc pf ourievcred foveijeign, with the un- 
conquerable phalanx of a loyal and brave people. But tJiefe our moft flat- 
tering cxpeftations being fufpended by the removal pf earl Fita- William 
from^ the goffcrnmcnt of Ireland, we beg, leave tp rcprefcnt to our moft 
gracious fovereign, our fears and apprehcnfions left thefe men whofe 
advice had for feveraj yeai's paft dire^ed theadminiftraiion of affairs, 
ihould aeain be called into the confidence and councils of governments 
"VVe beg leave to reprefcnt that a contempt for your people, an4 a pro- 
digality and wafte of the public revenues, diftinguiflied their adminiftra- 
^UOD| we therefore deprecate ^e return of fuch men lato pcmer and 
' ^ conSdencei 
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confidence, as dangerous to your majefty*s intereft and the welfare c^ 

your people, and at this awful and alarming crifis, moft humbly tbroir 

ourfelves for relief on the benevolence and a^^lion of our moft gracious 

£:>vereign, in humble confidence that his majeliy will be pleafed to re* 

Itore to a grateful nation, the profpe^ of thufe bleflingt which ire (6 

^inxiouily hoped for, and call again to your councils thofe men wbofi^ 4 

ineafures mult enfure the profperity and ftrength of the empire, and in . 

whom your pepple pjace their hopes and their confidence. 

Subfcribed by twenty- two thonfand two hundred and fifty-one fig- 
natures, prefented to the king at St. James's, aad of April 1795. 

ll^ohjs excellency, William, earl Fitz- William, lord lieutenanfy 

general, and general governor of Ireland. 
TTie addrefs of the freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Wex* 
ford, convened by public notice, at the court-hoo|e at Wexford, ajd 
of March 1795. 

Cornelius Grogan. efq. in the chair, 

MAY IT please YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

We, the freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Wexfordj^ 
be^ leave, in the prefent alarming (late of affairs in this kingdom, t». 
exprefs to your excellency, the fentimeuts of regret which we feel at the 
iotormatioA we have received, of your excellency's departure from this 
lungdom. 

.'. Wh^A we beheld your lordfbip commencing your government in tbii 
country, by the propofition of meafures the moft juft and the moft . 

politic, the removal of civil diftin^ions on account of differences in re* ^ 

ligioos opinions, and the inveftigation of abufes, which time and cor« 
rpption had introduced into fome departments of the ftate— >when we 
|)^held yQur lord/hip calling to your councils thofe men who were mof^ 
confpicuous in the nation for their attachment to its interefls and thft 
true rpirit of the conftitution— men in whofe integrity the people placed 
tbci' hopes and their confidence, we exulted in the glad pro|>oraI of uni* • 

on and harmony, and we anticipated with joy the approaching happineft 
of the people. The honeft and virtuous were inlpirited,< the corrupt^ 
the factious and the rapacious opprefTor, alone felt difappointment and 
chagrin. 

But fhould your excellency withdraw from the government of Ireland* « 

thcfe our moft anxious hopes muft yield to apprehenfion and defpondencyj 
we dread left a fet of men, as odious as they are vindi^live and tyran-* 
oical, fhould return into power, and revive a fyftem of meafures which 
difunited the people, and were dangerous to his majefty*s interefts and | 

the fafety of his kingdom. The memqry of the unhappy difcontentt 
and divifions, which were produced by the evil councils of fucb men»> 
heightens our regret at the recall of a governor, wii6fe wife and conci- 
liatory meafures would have infallibly promoted (he union of thepeople^ 
the ftrength. of the nation, and the (tability of the conftitution* 

H^ippy then in that reward which the good and virtuous alone can 
know, the confcioufnefs of an- upright mind, receive from a grateful 
people, their thanks and their gratitude. And msy our mcioos (bve- 
reign, when he (hall have difmifted from his councils, thofe men who 
have unfortunately for this country, too long b^f^t his throne, finally 
beftow on your lordftiip, every royal favour to wbi^ your fervicet and 
Your virtues fo juftly entitle you. 

Signed by order of the meeting, 
' CORNHLias GROGAN, chairmin, 

THOMAS RICHARJDS, fccretary. 
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Amoitg tht vunn l^es the author fuftaintd during the £ftraBed fiati 
§f the county of Wexford, he has, on th'u occajion,. particularly to lamn^ 
the anfwer of earl FiTZWi lli am. Independent of its prophetic allufon, 
italfo contained fentimcnis that ivould be highly gratifying to the friends of 
Ireland. This, and maw/ other una'voiddbte 'wants tn this luork, it is t§ 
bf hoped may be given to the public in a future publication. 



No. yii. 

KT a numerout meeting of the magiftratei of the coanty of Amiag^ 
convened on the a^ch of December, i795» At che fpecUl inftance of 
iord GosPORDf governor. His lordfliip hiving taken the cbfdr, opened 
the bufineft of the meeting by the following addreft i 

Gentlemen, 

HAVING rcqucfted your attendance here this day, it becomes my 
duty to ftate the grounds upon which I thought it advifeable to pro- 
pofe this meeting, and at the fame time to fubmit to your confiderafion 
a plan which occurs to me as mod likely to check the enormities that 
have already brought difgracc upon this county, and may foon reduce it 
into deep diflrefs. 

It it no fccret that a perfecution accompanied with all the circom- 
ftances of ft;rocious cruelty, which have in all ages diflinguiflied that 
dreadful calamity is now raging in this county. Neither age nor fcjt 
or even acknowJedgeil innocence as to any guilt in the late diHurbancet 
\$ fufHcient to excite mercy, much lefs to afford proteflion. 

The only crime which the wretched objects of this nitblefs perfecu- 
tion are charged with, is a crime, indeed, of cafy proof— it t6 (imply a 
profcfllon of the roman catholic faith, or an intimate connexion with a 
^rfun profefling this faith. A lawlefs banditti have conftitutcd them- 
I'clves judges of this new fpecies of delinquency, and the fentence they 
have denounced is equally concife and teiiible I — It is nothing lefs than 
a confifcation of all property, and an immediate banishment. 

It would be extremely painful and furely unncceflTary to detail the hor- 
rors that attend the execution of fo rude and tremendous a profcription 
— i\ profcription that certainly exceeds in the comparative number of 
thofe it configns to ruin and mifcry, every example that ancient or mo- 
dern hiftory can fupply : for where have we heard, or in what ftory of 
human ciuelties have we read of more than half the inhabitants of a 
populous country deprived at one blow of the means as well as of the 
fruits^of their indudry, and driven in the midft of an inclement feafon 
to feek a (helter U>r themfelvei and their helplefs families where chance 
may guide them. 

This is no exaggerated pi6lure of the horrid fcenes now zSUng in this 
county. Yet furely it is fuflicient to awaken fentiments of indignation 
and compaiTion in the col deft bofoms.— Thefe horrors are now a^ing 
with impunity.— The fpirit of impartial juftice (without which law U 
fiothing better than an inllrument of tyranny) hat for a time difappeared 
ia this county, and the fupinenefs of the magiftracy of Armagh is be- 
come a common topic of converfation in every corner of the kingdom. 

It is faid in reply— The catholics are dangerous— They may be fo— 
They may be dangerous from their numbers, and ftill more dangeroat 
from their u abounded views they have been encouraged to eoteitain i 
■ ^ ^. but 
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but I will venture to aflert, without fear of contradiftioDt that thef* 
proceedings are not more contrary to humanity than they are to found 
policy. 

It it to be lamented, that no civil magiftrate happened to be prefenC , ^ 

with the military detachment on the night of the 2 id inilant— but I< ' 

trud the fuddenefs of the occalion, the uacxpe5led and inftantaneou» ^ 

aggrtHion on che part of the delinquents will be univerfally admitteti 
as a full vindication of the condufl of the officer and the party afting 
under his command. 

Gentlemen, I have the honour to hold a fituation in this country, 
which falls upon me to deliver my fentimentSi and I do it without ittc 
and without difguife. 

I am as true a proteftant as any gentlemen in this room. I inherit % 
property which my family derived under a proteftant title, and with the 
bleffing of God, I will maintain that title to the utmoft of my power, 
I will never con fen t to make a facrifice of proteftant afcendencv to ca« 
tholic claims, with whatever menace they may be urged, or however 
fpecioufly or invidioufly fupported. 

Confcious of my fincerity in this public declaration, which I do not 
make unadvifedly, but as the refult of mature deliberation, I defy the 
paliry infinuations that malice or party-fpirit may fuggelt 

I know my own heart, and I fhould delpife myfelf if under any inti* 
snidation I could clofe my eyes againft fuch fcenes as prefcnt themfelves ^ 

on every fide» or my ears againft the complaints of a perfecuted people. 

1 (huuld be guilty of an unpardonable injuflice to the feelings of 
gentlemen here prefent, were I to fay more on this fubje6l. I have now '\ 

acquitted myfclf to my confcience and my country, and take the H- ^ 

berty of propoHng the following refolutions : 

I. That it appears to this meeting, that the county of Armagh U 
at this moment in a ftate of uncommon diforder : that the roman ca- ^ 

tholic inhabitanifc are grievoufly opprefled by lawlcfs perfons unknown, 
who attack and plunder their houfcs by night, and threaten them wirli ^ 

inftant deftrudtion, uulefs they immediately abandob their lands ani 
habitations. 

». That a committee of magiftrates be appoinfed to fit on Tuefdays ^ 

and Saturdays in the chapter- room in the town 6f Armagh, to receive 
information againft all perfons ot whatever defcription, who difturb the *» 

peace of this county. y 

3. That the inftruflion of the whole body of magiftrates to their W 
committee (hall be to ufe every legal means within their power to ftop 

the progrefs of the pcrfccu,tion now carrying; on by an ungovernabie 
mob, againft the roman catholic inhabitants of this county. 

4. That faid committee or any three of them be empowered to ex- 
pend any fum or fums of money, for information or fecret fcrvice out 
of the fundfubfcribcd by the gentlemen of this county. 

5. That a meeting of the whole body o^ the magiftracy be held 
erery fecond Monday at the houfc of n»r. Charles M*Reynold», in the 
town of Armagh to hear the reports of the coniittee, and to give fucli 
further inilru^^tiorts as the exjgeit y of the cafe may require. 

6. Tiiat offenders of eveiy dcUripiion in tlie pteient difturhanccs 
Aairbc profecuted out of the fund fubfcribed by the gentlemen \ii this 
county. 

Fiom the DuMin Journal of January the 5th, 1795 5 and copied in 
all the papers ia Ireland. 

No. 
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ADJUTANT GENERAL^S OFFICB. 

GBlieRAL OUBEKS, Dublin, %Stk February, ij^t, 

THB very difgriceful frequency of courts^martial, and the nianjr 
«M!iplaiott of irregularities in the coodufl of the troops in this king- 
dofm having too unfortunately proved the army to be in a ftate of licen- 
tioorocfty which muft render it formidable to every one but the enemy. 
The commander in chief, thinks it neceflary to demand from all generaU 
coounanding diftridt and brigades, as well as commanding officers of 
joegimenttt that they exert themfelves, and compel from all oncers under 
their command^ the ftrideft and moil unremitting attention to the dif- 
cipline, good order and condu^ of their men, fuch as may reflore the 
lisgb and diftinguiflied reputation, the Britiih troops have been accuf^ 
tMncd to enjoy in every part of the world. It becomes neceflfary to 
fccor and moft pointedly to attend to the ftanding orders of the king* 
donif which at the fame time, that they direct military ailiftance to 
be given at the reqaifition of the civil magiftrate, politively forbid iht 
4fxx>ps toa6l (but in cafe of attack) without hii pretence and authority; 
and the moft clear and precife orders are to be given to the officer com- 
jwuiding the party for this purpofe^ l*be utmoft prudence and precau- 
tion are alio to be ufed in granting parties io revenue officers, both with 
refpeft to the perfon requiring fuch affiftance, and thofe employed on thfe 
duty I whenever a guard is mounted, patroles muft be frequently fetft 
iNity to take up t^trj foidier who may be fouiid eut of his quarters after 
Ills hours. 

A very colpable remifsnefs havitig alfo appeared on the part of officert^ 
refpcding the necefliVy infpe^liou of barracks, quarters, meiTes, &c. a(a 
well at attendance at roll calls, and other hours, commanding officers 
inuft enforce the attention of thofe under their command to thoic points, 
and the general regulationiy for ail which the ftri^left rcfpuniibility will 
be expeaed for themfelves. 

It is of the utmoft importance that xht difcipliile of the dragoon regi- 
fnents Aould be minutely attended to, for the facilitating of which, the 
commander in chief has difpenfed with the attendance of orderly dra- 
gooDfOD himfelf ; and defires that they may not be employed by anjr ge- 
neral or comm^ding officer, but on military and indifpenfable buhnei^. 
Lieuremint-general CiiAiGf Kaltem diftriA. 
Barracks, Dublin. 



No. IX. 

fiy order of the coiuuU for dircfting the affairt of the pe$pU of the counijr 

Wexford. 

Oaths to be taken by all the united ahmy, in the moft public and 

foiemn manner. 

Teft oath. 
IN the awful prefencc of God, I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, that 
1 will perfevere in endeavouring to form a brotherhood of aftcAion among 
Irt/hmen of e^very religious peii'uafion \ and that I will alfo perfevere in 
mv endeavours to obtain an equal, full, and adequate reprefentation of 
€U the people of Irelaad.— 1 do further declare, that oeithtir bopes^ 

feart^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX, NO. r. 3CXt 

frar», rewards, or punifl^ments^ not even death, (ha!! ever induce me, 
direttly or indireftly, to infoim on or give evidence againil any member 
or members of this or fimilar focieties, for any aft or exprellion of theirs, 
done or made colleftively or individually, in or out of this fucicty, in 
porAiance of the fpirit of this obligatioil,— 3o help me God. 

Oath of a private, 
I, A. B. do folcmnly and fincerely fwcar, and take God, and his only 
Ton our lord Jefus Chrift, to witnefi, that I will at all times be obedient 
to the commands of my officers— that I am ready to lay down my life 
for the good of my country— that I have anaverfion to plunder, and to 
thefpiilingof innocent bluod — that i will fight courageoudy in the field, 
and have mercy where it can be gtven-^that I will avoid drunkennefs at 
tending to diforder and ruin— that I will endeavour to make as many^ 
friends and as few enemies as pofribIe-—that above all, I detefl a coward, 
and that I will bok upon him as an enemy who will fland back in the 
time of battle.— So help me God. 

Oaib of an fffftcef. 

In the awful prefencc of God, who knows the hearts and thoughts o£ 
all men, and calling my country to witnefs, I, A. B. officer in, &c. do 
folemnly fwear, thr»t I do not conlider my life my own when my country 
demands it— that I confidcr the prefent moment calls for a proof of the 
(incerity of that fentiment ; and I am ready and dcfiroos to fland th# 
teft ; and do aver, that 1 am determined to die, or lead to vlftory j and 
that all my anions (hall be direfted to the proCperiiy of the common 
caufe, uninfluenced by any inferior motive i and T further declare my 
utter averfion to all alarmids, union breakers, and cowards, atid my 
refpeft and obedience to the commands of fuperior officers^— So help 
me God. 

By order o^i^ counril. 

Done at the council chamher, $/ii . H A R V E Y, prefident. 

ITexford, June 14, 1798. XaCHOLAS G|IAY, fccrelary; 



No. X. 

TO BREGADDBER MAGAR FIOGERALH, IK WAXPORD. 
PLAISE your honour as you war good cnof get the general to givt 
til pardon, and as you touM us, that if there was an occafion youd 
exptft that weed fitc for our king and cuntry, and as ever wiilin to be up 
to out word, we fend this paper about the bifMefs, and if your honour 
ill give us leave to fife weel do every thing your honour bid*? ui, and we 
minded nothing clfe to morrow but tofiie fur the kin^s officers againft 
t'lC French, and hopes your honour will cxcufe this haite an we wifhed 
to lofe no time, and excufc our not iiowing how to write to fuch generals, 
but if your honour wiJI get a memoral drawn rite your honour may 
^^pend onui and put our names to it' for us as in the indofed. 

OBRIEN, 
WALSH, and 
SUX.J-1VAN. 

V t THl 
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TO THE GENERAL KUNTER» OR GOVERNOR OF WAXFORD| EELOKG* 
^ fNG TO KliiG GEORGE THE THIRD. 

We the Macamore boys was in the turn out again A the orrange-men, 
and to who your noble honour gave your moft grafous pardon for wt 
never de/arvtd any other if we war let alone« and being toiUd that the 
French was cumeing to take this xunttry from his royal highnefs the 
king, who we fwore to fire for, and in regard to our oath and to your 
)ord(hips goodnefs in keeping theorrange-airn from killing us all, weel 
fhe til we die if your honour will give us leavc» and weel go in front of 
the battle, and we never az tago in the back of the army, your honour 
will fend wid im» and ^f we don r' bate them weel never ar a bit 09 eat, 
and as yon gave us pardon and ^ke to the king about us as the bre- 
gaddeer magar tould us and as we totild him weed never deceive your 
honour tho the black mob lays weel tura out a bit again, but weel fhew 
them and the world if your honour will bid us, that weel fire and wont 
lun away from the belt of them^, and if your honour wiUfcnd down 
the uMgar that v^as wid us from your brdfhip afore, or the honorable 
magar Curry, or the lord fir James Fowler general of the Middle lothinr 
ibgers in Waxford, and let them lave word at Peppers caftle and weel 
inarch into Waxford, go where your honour bids us, do any thing aial 
to fite for your honors and wtel expert to hear from your honor what 
weel do, or if your honor will order a fignal to be made with a red fl»g» 
weel draw up and march at good, as an v Coders,, and as far as one or two 
thoughfand good ftout boys goes weel nte for your hono^ to the laft man, 
aod weer fureall the barneys ill do the fame if you wilfgive them leave. 
Signed by the deiiie of all the parifhes in the Mackamoi es, 

O'BRIEN, 
WALSH, ai\d 
Jugufl z7tB, 1798. SUU-IVAN. . 

TAe author appUedto major Fita^GeraU for attthentic co^es of the ad' 
• ireffes to him and general Hunter % from the inhabitants of the Macowwres^ 
' -^fff^vg their ferwces to march againft the French, and received for an/wer^ 
thmt he had no cttf^ by him, although fuch aditejje^ had been forwarded^ 
hut not exa8ly in the form in nuhich the foregoing are therefore unawndabif 
introduced, ijukich it is hoped may be ftficient apology for the bnrlefqued 
manner thrf appear in% ho*we*ver intended to undo thi inmate ffirit and 
intention 0/ the originals. 

Major Fit%' Gerald got fe*veral mejfages euid notices from the Macomoref, 
rejpe^ing the arrival of Holt and Hacket^but *was induced to Jet out 
immediately on the receipt of a letter from a re/peffabU gegtlepuutf ivho 
does not KAiiJh to have his name appear in prints but u authenticated by 
a copy in the fumd ^writing of major Fitz- Gerald, with his iniiials as . 
followf. 

Dear StR. 
I am requeued by the refpeflable farmers of this country, to entreat 
of you to come here without delay, as the people are much agitated.—* 
The induftry and domcftic happinefs which you eftablifhed among them 
ieems fufpinded ; and to-monow appears to bean appointed day fur 
general meeting. Your appearance would certainly quiet the diflrafled 
people, and I truft your humanity and ardent exertions will induce you^ 
to interfere.— •!£ you honor me with an anfwer, and that you promife 
the people thepleafure of a viGr, the moft refpe^able larmers are ready 

la 
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and gccomps 

elation of d 

. , !rid, i79«. 

v» ^n;^^^^;? major fitX'Vfrald. 



ft) attend your arrival, and accompany you through the Macomoret, I 
remaio in anxious expe^ation of feeing you, &c, 8cc. 

C — h— c, SeptemW ad, 1798. G. S. 



No. XL 

County tVeKford ^ STEPHEN LETT. Jan. upholder and auaioneer 
to wit, Vtf Ennifcorthy, in faid county, came before me this 

.' ■ J day, and maketh oath on the holy evaogelifts, that 

captain Philip Hay called iipon deponent to value the furniture at Bal*. 

K- t^ k ^^^^^ ^^ ^" ^® **^* ^^"^ ^*' ^^^^^'^ Edward Hay, and 
^hich he underftood fomed part of a fettlement b<tw(en them, previoua 
to mr. Edward Hay leaving Ballenkeele. Deponent accordingly 
attended at Ballenkede about the middle of May laft. and on the valu- 
ation being made, captain Philip Hay declared they were too dear, and 
would not take them. In confeqnenc^ of gvhich, Whitfun- Monday 
was as an holiday confidered the bcft day for a country au6lion, re- ' 
Quiring at lea ft two market days to poft up printed adverti(ements, whicli 
was accordingly done. — ^Deponent avers that mr. Edward Hay was dif*- 
trclTed at this delay, at it was quite contrary to his inclinations, as he 
cicclarcd his intentions of leaving tlie country as Q>eedily aspoflible.— 
Deponent has often heard mr. Edward Hay declare in the nnoft foiema 
manner, that he never would become a member of any political fociety. 
Deponent retreated from fennjfcorthy to Wexford along with the army» 
on the 18th of May, 1798, and the day after Wexford waa taken by the 
rebels, while the deponent was in a boat along with mr. O^Toole and 
familv, witli mrt. Lyfter, going to Edermine ; verily believes that be 
would have been put to death, had not mr. Edward If ay thrown him- 
ifelf <b^tween tlie mob and the boat, and with great difficulty kept thei^, 
off with a ftick, until he (hoved,the boat from (he quay. 
Sworn before me this 15th of November, 179*. 

STEPHEN LETT, jun. ^SAAC CORNOCK, 

ferjeanttn the Enniicorthj cavalry. 

Dear sir, Wexfrrdt ithJamuHj, 1799 

I received your^s, and iball with pYe^fure fay every thing in my power 
confiftent with honor and ]uftice, touching your charafter fo far as I am 
capable of jbdgillg during the rebellion. At that time I conddered 
tnyfelf honored by your acqtiaintance^ and the frequent vifits I paid 
you at Ballenkeele, and the intimacy that extfted between us, lead's 
me to believe I could form a ju^ opinion of your principles in political 
Aiatters, which we conftantly talked over. I moft folemnly declare I 
never heard you drop one fentence that was inimical to the conftitution 
or government of our country, but the reverfe 5 reprobating the conduft 
of fuch as were difturbing the peace of the country, and condemning 
their proceedings ; and I have heard you declare moft folemnly, that 
you never would belong to any political fociety whatever.-^-— Since my 
return to Wexford, after the country was recovered, I have not heard 
any man fay you committed an a£l that would difgrace your name, which 
I verily believe, from what I experienced, and alA> was informed of 
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your humane and tender actions to individuals of c«cry de(£ri|Hio».' I 
remain, with warmcft wiflies for your fpccc^y liberation. 
Dear fir, youf's moft truly, 
To EDWARD HAY, efqj ARTHUR MURPHV, 

Wexfojrd gaol. Heut. HealthEeld cavalry. 

County Wexford f Edv^ard Roche of Garrilough, who afled as a 
to wit. J-rehel chief in the Inre rebellion, voluntarily maketh 

m > J o-ith that the rebels vowed vengeance againft mr. 

Edward Hay, for aiding and aflifting the late Edvraid Turner, efq; who 
\vas a magiftrate for faiJ county, on the furrender'of their arms and 
pikes at Newpark, on Saturday, thex6thof May, 1798, therchy fup-^ 
pofing him their enemy. Deponent faith, that the rebels conftantly 
during the rebellion, called for mr. Edward Hay, lo go out to their 
canftps and take the rommand ; and if faid Edward would not, he ihouid 
be put to death by them. Deponent faith, that from the hate and 
violence of the rebels, and their threats againft faid Edward, his per» 
fonal r.ifety became uncertain and precftrions: and the more fo, as fre- 
quent reprefentations were ninde to the rebels by certain perfons that had 
i'ufiutncc among them, that laid Edward was inimical to them. Depo- 
nent faiih, that Tuid Edward nsver carried arms, attended the rebel 
camps, or did any thing to conciliate the rebels. Deponent faith, he 
was in Wexford on the 20th of June 1798, being ^he day of the maf. 
facre on the bridge, wliere deponent faw mr. Edward Hay exert himfclf 
xvith zeal and aflivity, in preventing the wicked and LJood^thirfty de- 
iigns of the rebels j and faith, that (he faid Edward in doing fot expoled 
himfelf to almofl inevitable deftru^ion. Deponent faith, that the 
rebels loudly declared mr. Hay to be their enemy, that his whole 
ilefigns were to proteft their enemies the Orangemen ; and if he was not 
one himfclf, he would not 'oppolc them, (the rebels) and exert himfelf 
for the protection of oran^iemen. 

Sworn before me this 18th day of April, 1799? 
EDWARD ROCHE. EBEN JACOB, 

* Dear sir, 

IN compliance with your requefl, and having received a fummons to 
guend your trial, I Ihall relate the circumfiances I recolleft of your 
conduct during the rebellion, as you mention you vreint to have your 
i.pftru^lions ir.ade out for your lawyers previous to the aiBzes.-^J was 
taken priloncr alonc^wiih lord King(borOHgh and captain 0*Hea, on 
the 4d day of June, 179S. We were confined together in a houfe 
in Wexford, with a flrocg guard on us. From the great fiu-y of 
the people againfl !ord Kingfoorough, we expelled every moment to be 
put to death. Mr. Edward Hay vitited us frequently, and we clearly 
pticeived his difpofition to afford us every confylation in bijs power, as he 
took every opportunity he could of fc^tening our captivity^ and has 
frequently ccmiii^ed my wife and family to fee me at a time it was ex- 
tremely dangerous to feem or appear friendly to us. Whenever we ex- 
perienced any kind of diftrds, we always fcnt foe mr. Hay, who readily 
cime to us, and never left us without our being convinced he would 4^0 
his utmoft to be of fervice to us. I have every reafon to believe be 
faved our lives on ieveral occafions when the mob were for bringing us 
out and pulling us to death. One day in particular, I perfc6lly rccelleft 
bis ftanding with bis back., to the door of the houfe in which we were 
C9Afined| where he remained until \ht tumultuous crowd had difperPed^ 
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^ho fought oar inftant dedruflinn. I alwayt beard «ir« Hay ^spre(9l 
his horror at any barbarous proceedings of the $tM$, and bU caroeft 
^-ilh that peace and good orJcr might be r«dorrd« Various ^f^^^ 
being circulated that tended to roufc and irritate the pafltoiM ol tbt 
people to revenge, that the armv had committed tbe fsrea.c«& txetSt^ 
which alarmed us and all the reft of the prifonert in WtxfWd for oor 
fjtuation 5 we as ufual confulced mr. Hay on chit peculiar caufe of dif* 
trefsy and found him particularly anxious to forward a treaty of »ego» 
elation of prifoners propofed by lord King(boroti|h at tbe bol mode of 
rc-eftabliihing peace and good order. During thi» dUemflia leffer» bad 
been forwarded through the rebel camps trotn Doblin to krd iCingibo- 
, rough, in anfwer to which was confiJered a fatroorable opportosity of 
forwarding this meafure, which mr. Hay readil? oodertook, aod be ac- 
cordingly condu6>ed captain M'Manus to confblt «ritb oi, and 10 confe- 
quence a letter was wntten by lord Kingfborotfgb in tbe name of aJI cbe 
prifoners, among whom were thirteen officers, a great oumberof yeooiaiiry 
officers, and principal gentlemen of the county, iotimattpg that tbey wert 
well treated, and in every refpefl prifoners of war ; booing therefore tbat 
the prifoneis taken by the army might meet with the like goodcrear* 
ment that they did, othcrwife they feared repriiaU might be made« aad 
our deflru^ion inevitable, which propofal was confided to my cfiaqgr, aiMf 
with which 1 was to proceed to the next commanding officer of tba 
army, and to return with the anfwer with all convenient fpeed* I ac- 
cordingly, fet off from Wexford on the i4tb day of June, 1791, and 
proceeded as far as Ennifcorthy, where { waa ftopped by tbe peopSe» and 
nqt allowed to proceed any farther, and obliged to retnrn to Wey ford 
the next day, at which difappointment we felt oar fitoation more alarm* 
ing than ever, and cxperitnced in a greater degree the conibling vifitf 
of mr. Hay, who was truly concerned at thia diCippointment.— -loeircr 
knew nor heard of mr. Hrvy having any command among the rebelt, or did 
1 ever fee him appear in arms or wear a^y mark of diAin^tion or uni« 
form, which I had a daily opportunity of witncfling, bad it been io, aa 
the houfe in which we were confined was (itnated in tbe ball-ringy and 
commanded a full view of the moft frequented ftrerta in Wexford^ 
through which all the armed men in the town paflcJ and rcpailed twiet 
a djy. 

Among the many attentions paid us by mr. Hay, be broogbf oa 
letters that had been dire6led to us, and bad fallen into tbe bands of tba 
rebels, which if made public to them might har« pioved our inflanC 
def)ru6lion, for which piece of fervice mn Hay narrowly efcaped with 
bis life, as captain Keugh, who theii commanded in Wexford, ex* 
picked great anger on hearing it from lord Kingfborougb, wbp inad^ 
vcrteotly mentioned mr. Hay having done fo, and mr. Hay was alter* 
wards conftantly prevented from vifiting as by order of captain Kengb« 

On the aoth day of June, 1798, the day of tbe maflaac 00 tb« 
bridge of Wexford, conlidering our fit nation more critical than etert 
we wiiheJ to fee mr. Hay ; |ord Kingiboroogb ieot for iHm, and beim^ 
mediately attended, but was denied admittance to ns, but we fpoke to 
him out of the window, and he declared to us, that as long as he wan 
alive himf<rlf, we might depeiid upon every exertion of bis* Wf bad at 
laft (he confolation of mr. H':y being admiiied up ibirs to us at eight 
^*clock in the evening, we found him beyond exprefCon affcded at cbe 
cruelties that had been committed, ^^bich he had in vain done every thing 
in his power to prevent, apd arxions to undertake any thing for tbe 
Safety of the prilunerf, Afttr a lariety of cotiTukatioo^ lord Kingf. 

boroogb 
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borougfi and mr. Hay agreed to go obt to meet the army that was 9p^ 
proaching Wexford, in order Co fave the town from deflruflton. The 
Wexford-men that had gone out of the town that day returned from the 
battleof Fookl^t-mill, whilft ihr. Hay wit ftill with ut, he then pro- 
pofed to go and confult the principal inhabitants who he had not the 
flVnalleft doubt would agree to and facilitate the plan | it being then late at 
nighty he promifed to return earl]r in the morning to fet off along with 
lord Kingworough, who wat (b anxious to carry this pro}t&. into execu- 
tion, that he was drefTed in full regimentals, and completely ready to fet 
Wit at three o'clock in the morning of the lift of June, 17981 at which 
lime he fent tor Mr. Hay, who inftantly camf , reprefented to lord Kingf- 
borough the danger of his going out equipped as be was, for it would prove 
their inevitable deftkru£^ion, if thby went without the content of thepeople. 
Lord Kingihorough then entreated mr. Hay to haften a meeting of the 
}>rincipal inhabitants, and to have the drum heat to arms, and the men 
would fpeedily repair to parade, where their confent might be obtained, 
as the fmalleft delay would prove the deftruAion of the town and all its 
Inhabitants. Mr. Hay inftantly complied, and returned with an account 
of the Wexford men having agreed to the plan with the greateft alacrity, 
and it had been further refolved on, that lord Klng(borough (houldnot 
leave the town, which fhould be ipftantly furrendered to him as military 
tommander ; and that dof^or Jacob had re-aflumed the office of mayor, 
all of which was immediately carried into effeft with fome oppontioii 6ii 
the part of captain Keugh, who wanted to retain the command, but 
was moft fpiritedly oppof<^ by mr. Hay. Mr. Hay fet off with captain 
M*Manus, as foon as lord Kinglborough could write out the neceAary 
difpatches to the neat commanding officer of hls'majefty's forces, an- 
nouncing the town of Wexford being furrendered to him j and that m 
confequence of the behaviour of thofe in the town during the rebellion, 
they mould all be prote£led in perfon and pfoperty ; murderers ex- 
tepted, and thofe nvJto bad if^igated otheri td commit murder^ hoping 
that thefe terms might be ratified, as he had pledged his honour 
in the moft folemn manner to have thefe terms fulfilled on the towa 
being furrendered to him, the Wexford-men tiDt being concerned in 
the maflacre which was perpetrated by country people in their ab^ 
fence. I faw mr. Hay on his return from general Lake on the aid day 
of June, 179!, when lord Kingfborough conHdered himfelf under (o 
man^ obligatidns to him, which he^ acknowledged in the ftrongeft terms» 
and infifted he (hould live in the hbufe with him, where mr. Hay re- 
mained with us until we left .W)!xford on the «9th of June, during 
Which period I have repeatedly heard him exprefs a defire to be brought 
fo trial if any thing Was alleged againft him, as he would wifli to have 
the benefit of onr teftimony before we went to Waterford. I confider 
myfelf bound on all occafions that may beaffisrded me, and I think it ail 
Sndifpenfable duty to do juftice to the meritorious conduA of Vnr. Ha]^ 
during the rebellion in Wexford j and actuated by principles of honoc 
and gratitude I think royfelf bound to prove and fubfcribe to. 

MICHAEL BpURKE, 

Sallinst Junit 3^, 1799. Paymafter North Cork militia. 

Xo EDWARD H A Y> efq. Wexford gaol. 

I believe the above account of mr. Bourkci with the alteration f 
lia?e made to be true. , ' 

KINGSTON. 
* Aheratioa alluded to is b lulic. 
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SiRi Cohuyt Decemhir j^Sht 1799. 

From what I faw of yoar conduct wbilll I was at Wexford a prifonert 
I am convinced that you did all in your power to fave the people whom 
the rebels wifhed to inurder^ and myfelf among that number ; and it 
was through you that the town of Wexford was given up to me, which ^ 
circumftance 1 believe, faved the lives of many $ and by what I have heard 
from you of your trial, do think you have been very unjuftly perfecuted« 

I am your moft obedient humble fervant. 
To EDWARD HAY, cfq. KINGSTON. 

Sir, Dukikiy March 19, iSoo« 

ACCORDING to your requeft I have made a proper retrofpcft on 
the circumlUnces you allude to in your letter of the 17th, and recollect 
perfe^ly when a memorial was prefented to major- general Hunter on 
your part, from on board a prifon^Qiip, denying that you had ever pe- 
titioned for tranfportation, and to be liberated under the general pro* 
clamation ; that the general bad a very good difpofition to liberate you* 
and believe would have complied with your petition, but on queftioning 
the committee, they ftill alTerted you had petitioned for tranlpoitation. 
General Hunter declared if fo, you ihould apply to hit excellency th« 
lord lieutenant, and if j^m wilhed it would forward fuch memorial. 
Whfcn you were afterwards removed from the prifon-fliip to the gaol 
on account of ill health, through the interference of general Craddock, 
a recommendation came by which I was fent t* you to enquire more par- 
ticularly into your (ituation, when you demonftrated the fafts fo clearly 
to me by documents, &c. I bad every reafon to believe the general would 
liberate you on difcovering the iniquitous deHgns of the committee, at 
1 conceived you bad fufficient proofs to (liew the falfity of their afler*. 
tion \ but unfortunately for you at that period, x\\t landing of the French 
in this kingdom obliged the general to depart haftily from Wexford, 
which left you and many more innocent perfons the victims of a per(e- 
cuting fanguinary party, which I call that Vile body, commonly called 
the committee ! ! 

Howeter 1 congratulate you on your happy efcape from becoming tha 
Ti^lim of fu horned perjury, which to my kuow ledge was too commool/ 
reforted to in that town, under the pretext of law, 

1 regret exceedingly general Hunter is not in the realm, as you would 
be certain to meet Irom him every honorable teftimooy of your fitua- 
tion, as he never countenanced party of any kind, and was always ready 
to relieve the opprefled.— -I (hall be happy at any tiipe tp come forward 
to at tell any thing that comes to my recollc5lion, and (hould long fincc 
iinvcil the horrid atrocious pra^ices of that town, if my public duties 
did not interfeie. I wi(h you may lucceedin getting redrefs ; and hav9 
the honour to remain, 

SlR> your obedient humble fervant, 

B. EDWARD FITZ-GERALD. 
To EDWARD HAY, efq. major of brigade. 

County of Wexford, "% Margaret Breen, the wife of Matthew Breen, 
tu wit. >of the town of Wexford, mariner, came he- 

J fore me this day, freely and voluntarily inakcth 

o;tth on the holy evangelifis, and iaith that (be was on board the (loop 

Liberty in the harbour of Wexford, on the 29ih day of May, the day 

, before Wexford was furrendered to the rebels. Saith that on the lame 

day deponent faw mr. Edward Hay take (hipping on board tne vefTcl 

. called the Adventure of We;(fordj ai deponent believes to qiake his 

efcape 



Digitized by 



Googk 



/^ 



, tkupe fnm tbe find town. 9aith tbar on the 31ft day of May, 179^, 
htimg tlw 4iy afrcr the town was poffcffed bv tbe rebels, a furious mob 
came calfing kmdly for Edward Turner, efq. deceafed, late magi ft rate 
for laid county; dcckring, th<>y would put bim to death at the fame 
molent, and were about todeftroy ihe houfe wherein he the faid Edward 
Toroer was concealed. Saitb that the faid rnr. Hay being informed of 
tbe de^gas of the faid mob, interfered for mr. Turner^s prote^ion, and 
expoftulated with them, faying that mr. Turner was his rooft intimate 
friend, that he was a good charitablt man, and a. proteSor of the poor. 
Saitb that tbe naob on tbe warm folicirations of mr. Hay, were induced 
towitbbeld their defign of murdering mr. Turner; but infidedon bit 
beWig lent a prifoner to tbe gaoK Deponent faith that in fotne few days 
after the town was fo pofl^ffed by the rebels, flie faw a great multitude 
aiemble in a clamorous and riotous manner near the boufe where lord 
Kiflgftorongh and two other officers of the North Cork regiment of 
imlitia were prifoners r faith the rebels feen\ed furioufly determined to 
bring tbe laid prifoners otK and put them to death. Deponent faith fhe 
fym tbe faid Edward Hay interpufe for their preferration, and addrcfled 
the mob in terms ftrongly reprobating the idea of killing in cold blood, 
mm! that Ihe vengeance of God would overtake all murderers. Depo- 
nent ^ith that Ae has frequently beard the rebels threaten the lives of 
lerd Kinglborough and bis officers ; and believes their fafety and protec- 
Itofi in a great meafore attributable to the eflorts of the faid Edward 
Hay. Deponent was fummoncd on mr. Hay^s trial, and this affidavit 
is the Amance of her teftifnony, bad (be been deemed neceflary to be 
caJJed on. ' 

Swnm before me this 17th day of Aogwf^, 1799. 
MARGARET BKEEN. t BEN JACOB, 

DsAa SIR, 
I fliatt be happy to bear teflimony upon any occafion that may be 
afforded me, of i'ucb parts of yonr conduct as came within royobferva- 
tion during the late nnhajipy i-ebelllon. In the firft inftance I perfefHy 
recoiled that on the 2 7ih of May laft, yon joined the corps of yeomanry 
to which I belong, htit from appearing in coloured clothes in common 
with a few other pcrfons who had offered their fervices, it was thought 
advifeable by the officer commanding the party, that furb perfons as 
svere not in military uniform, (hould return to Wcxfoin]. For the fpace 
of fifteen dayn, 1 had frequent opportunities of feeing and hearing of 
yonr conduct, which I believe to have been ftrongly marked by mild- 
nrfs and huiiianiry, and an abhorrence of the exceffes that were daily 
committing, which you had it not in your power to prevent ; not did I 
ever fee you carry arms during that pei iod. 1 have to acknowledge many 
kind and friendly vifits from yoi^ during my confinement, when yoa 
gave me, mrs. Browne, her fifter mrs. Huibn, and family all the confula- 
tion in your power ; but in }.)arricular, after I had been dragged down 10 
gaol by a party of the rebcl8^you immediately repaired there, ufed your 
exertions, brought down general Roche, and^happlly for me you fucceeded 
in effe^ing my re!cafe. After this I was advifcd'to go to my own houfe 
in the country, but being again made a prifoner there, and being fur- 
roundetl by luimerous perils, in the midll of my diftrefs you wrote a 
moft friendly letter, which wis delivered to mrs. Browne in thcincft 
fecret manner, communf*t.iting- the violent threats you had heard a*ainft 
me in Wexford, and recommending me to return to town, in order to 
refute the Charges that had been brought ag?in(Vme. Upon thewhole, 
1 am canvinced that y^>ur conduct toward me was folcly satiated by mo- 

tiTca 
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tivbt of efteem and regard for my prefervarion, for which I (hould ht 
happy to render you any adequate kindnefs.— >I am well convinced that 
durin? the difaflrous period of three weeks, while the rebels had the 
poflcmon of Wexford, many loyal rubje6l8 were obliged to a£l in f^ 
manner repugnant to their feelings, in order to fave their lives and 
pleafe the multitude, who threatened vengeance againft many perfons for 
not aiding and ailifttng in their defigns. Your letter dated the i8th 
vlr. I aflure you 1 never received till about one o^clock yefterday, when 
it was handed to me in the court*hf ufe, which will apologize for my not 
attending to in due time. I am, dear (ir, 

your obliged and faithful 
humble fervant, 
Wexford, %d April, 1799. ARMSTRONG BROWNE. 

To EDWARD HAY, e(q. i(t lieutenant Shilmalier cavalry. 

No xii. 

Teftimony of Eb?nez£r Jacob, efq. M. D. on^he trial of Edward 
Hay, at the aflizes of Wexford, on the 27th of July, i799> 
produced and fworn as an eviden<;e for the crown. 

Examined by TiyiOTHY TiKiscoLt Bso. 
Recol!e£lsthc time in 1798, when the rebels were in poUcflipn of Wex- 
ford— Was in Wexfojrd during that period-r-Knows the priforicr — Be- 
lieves the firft time he faw mr. Hay after the rebels came into Wexford, 
was when he was enquiring where general Fitz- Gerald was 5 heard he 
was at mr. Lett^s, where mr. Bagrnal Harvey lodged, went to mr. Lett's 
and found him there— To the bcft of his recollection, he faw mr. HiiTyy 
captain Keugh apd mr. Harvey— -Cannot fay in what Htuatjon Bagnal 
Harvey aftcd during the rebellion-^aw Keiigh at the head of a party 
of rebels in arms, has feen *Kcugh aft as an officer — Has no pofitive 
kf)owledge of a committee exifting in Wexford at that time— Saw mr. 
Hay again pafling by wiih mr. Harvey, (aid we are going to give cir- 
culation to bank notes — Does not believe there was any one elfc in com- 
pany with them — Believes he faw them near the court houfc, moving; 
on 10 the left of the town — Renicmber% the alft of June 1798— Wa» 
called on by Robert Meyler, who told me feveral perfons were at Keugh's, 
and rcquefted I would go there 5 I went accordingly, and faw the pri- 
foner at Kcogh's houfe— Saw Keugh, Harvey, R. Carty, prieft Roche' 
and feveral others, whole names he docs not recoUeft in company with 
prifoner— Keugh faid, ihall we fpeak on thfe fubjeft we fent foi doftor 
Jacob ? Hay faid yes, and lie did fo— Keugh faid, it would be madnefs 
not to furrender the town, as there were great numbers of the king^s 
troops marching in different ^ays to Wexford ; one armjr he faid was' 
inarching from Ta^hmon, another from Oulard, and a third from 
Ennifcorthy— They all immediately agreed, but prieft Roche, who was 
'over -ruled -It was propofed that he and Robert Carty (hould go 
with a flag of truce to the Taghmon army, a^d that the prifoner and 
captain M'ManusfhouId go the Oulaix) army-^Captain M'Manus was 
felc^lcd as a loyalift — ^Cannot tell why mr. Hay was fcle^led— Cannot 
fay whether Keugh gave any reafon for coupling them — Captain O'Heai; 
jknd ■■ were fent to the Enhifcorthy army— Mr. Hay affented to * 

go, fpoke to that cfFe6l and went— The perfons he met at Keugh's 
were of a tolerable degree, perfons he conceived of high (ituation, from 
opinion not knowledge— Docs not recolleft any others that were there— 
The perfons fo aflfembled afluraed authority— It was mentioned in mr, ' 
Hay^a prefence that he was to go with captain M'Manus, and he?» 
coaTcntcd — Docs not believe mr. Hay wasaa officer, n^var faw or heard 
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lie earned MrtM-^umot fay whetiwr Carty wyt an f^ftctr or n#t^ 
Mtver ^m BagDtl Harvty •& in tb* capacity of an oiictc-^^arty waa 
■ ridi former { Har?ey waa a mafi of property | K^ugh waa as officer 19 
<bc anny, and alwaya confidered a gwuJeinan. 

Cvfr'toemmmd ^ Petbh BvMU>v«as B8<^ 
It wat after the town was (nrreadered to the rebela he law mr. Hay-« 
Bdievet be did oof meet mr. Hay in company more tlun oace or twice 
befofe tkat day— Many loyal peHbni were detaroua of being in tbecom* 
pany of fimrey a#d Keugb» to afford tbemfelvea protcftio n T-BcU e vea 
that the religion of a catb^c migbt make him more refpeAed witb rbo 
rebels, and might give a catholic n>ore inflaence than a proreftint— >Be. 
lieTCt great bloodi^ed waa prevented by thofe who had influence^— Be- 
liefea that a loyal man migbt be glad to have influence with tJie rebela—^ 
Does not a^oally know that mr. Hay ufed his influence to fave lives, 
but is confident he would do Xo if he could— *The loyal inhabitants 
would have been in great danger had tb^re been a battle in taking the 
tpwn— A loyal and humane man ought to join in the terms of re-capi- 
tulation, but he conceived a loyal roman catholic would be preferred 
to go to the army— rMany perfons favoured the tebellipn that detcfted 
it-^iQ. Doyou not believe that many proteftapts fubmitted tobecbrif- 
tenedEy prieils^ A. I do believe many loyal men did fo, but no true 
proteftant need do fo, if it was not his own choice.— Qe Do you not be* 
lieve that captain Hay was confi^ered a rebel ? A.I do.— Q^ Did yon 
fiot hear that be was trieid ^d honorably acquitted by a court-martial \ 
A. Idid. 

No. XIIL 
LBTTEn from mr. Hay, to the rev, mr. Gordoii. 

RlV£REND. S|R, 

As you have puSlicly profeilcd a wifli to be informed of any involun* 
tary errors confined in yourhiflory, at a time «beo fpeculative opinioqa 
fupply the place of fa^, and are fo prevalent, hearfay evidence whether 
oral ma/iufcript of even printed, is to be received with the ereatefl caution^ 
The great fuperioriry of occul^ information 10 any other, induces me 
from perfonal knowledge of fa^s to fend you along with my own opinion 
auxiliary documents that capnot fail to coifvince yoni that the introdu^^ 
on of my name into your biftory is not fuch as I am iotitled to, aitd I 
hope yOur profeiHons of candour and liberality may be realized, by 
doing juftice to my prefent communication. 

According to tbe plan contained in mr. Byme*8 circular letter, two 
perfons deputed from each catholic congregation in the county of Wex- 
ford, affembled at Ennifcorthy, on the i9tb of July 179%, where thty 
elected delegates to reprefent the county in the general committee of the 
catholics of Irel^n^. I attended this meeting as a voter from the con^ 
gregation I belonged to, and had the honor of being defied one of the 
delegatea for the county of Wei(ford. So that the intermediate ftep of ba^^ 
ronials, w^ich you mention in your hiftory, bad but a fpeculative ej(^ 
iftence, invented I do fuppofe wi)l^ a view of aflimilating the carbolic 
committee with the fyflem of united Iriflimcn, a circumflance totally 
devoid of truth as no kind of communication ci^ifted between them, la 
order that the meeting of the general committee (hould be publicly at- 
tended, propofals were made to hire different public placet, which could 
cot be obtained, fo that no other place but the taylors-hall Back-Ian^ 
could be procured. This precluded the poflibility of being able to ad- 
init any tmt th^ delegatet« as it wai fcarccly fu%icot to contaiji tbem, 

an^ 
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•lid thui was the committee fruftrated in having thf ir aflemWy puhlidy 
attended. The firft meeting of thi&general commirre took place in De- 
cember 1791, for (even days only, which yon mention to be many weeks. 
The fecond and final meeting for eight days in April 1793, and the meet*' 
-ing ended in adiflfolution beginning^on the i6th and en^rngon the«5th9 
as Saturday the iQth was taken upbytheattend.inceof all the delegates ia 
the court of kings bench, to take the oaths prefcribed by a late aft of pir- 
liament. The colleftions made by the catholics of Ireland to defray the ne- 
ceflary eicpences, attendant on the purfuit of their emancipation, were vo- 
luntary fuhfcriptions^ and not in any degree affefTments, It is evident 
the entreaties by no means orders of the fub-committee were not attend- 
ed te^ as two thirds of the counties of Ireland never produced one far- 
thing. I paid the colleftion of the county of Wexford to thetreafurer 
in i79i» and no fecond colleftion ever was made there. The ftatue of 
the kia^ could not be ereftedi altho* voted as a monument of catholic 
gratirude, which along with other honorable engagements, were A]per«> 
Teded by the general and calqmnious outcry, raifed at the time agajnft * 
our colleftions^ 

The petition of the catholics of Ireland, might be fuppofed to efcape 
animadverfiony when his majefty was gracioufly pieafed to fignify.hit 
((rongeft approbation in his recommendation to the parliament of lre« 
laiid, who in confequence repealed the greater part of the penal flatutea 
againft catholics.-r— -The late eail of Clare did afTert, as yf>u have 
done in your hiftory^ " that -the catholic petition was forprifingly fraught 
with mifreprelentation.'* On this affertion being made the petition wa« 
republiflied reciting the ftatutes on which the allegations contained in the 
petition were grounded, prepared by the honorable Simon Butler, whoie 
reputation as a lawyer the chancellor was coo well acquainted with, to 
attenopt toexpofc his error a fecond time^ and gave up the point. So 
that I imagine this public document wiU he equally convincing to you» 
which I fend along with all the proceedings of the catholic committed 
relaxing to this event, for your perufal, as ( would widi your avowal to 
proceed from the mo(( perfeft information on the fubjed. 

Although I proi«ls the roman catholic religion, I (hould not he of that 
communion a fingle hour, were their tenets as they are reprefentcd, 
thro' that baneful prejudice, fo prevalent in Ireland, that proves fuch sn 
ffre6^ual drawback to the otherwife infallible prof|>eriiy of my country 
and I cannot fufHciently lament to feefo indultrioufly circulated, as it 
only ferves to keep alive thufe prejudices, that ail libeial men fee through 
and reprobate as a peft to fociety, 

A floop had been fitted up by the infurgents in Wexford, but bad heeii 
twice condemned, as totally unfit for that fcrvice, was hauled on one 
fide in the harboqr where fl^e funk within a foot of her deck, and re- 
mained in that (ituation for a month, when Aie was pumped out, I was 
on the fame day without trial or enquiry, put on board along with tliof^s 
that bad been tried and fentenced to tranfportation. The wet ftraw wag 
left in her hold and a little dry flraw (hook over, which our walking on 
foon made it as bad as the reft, lo it was not poiTible for to fit or lie dowi^ . 
without imbibing the wet, nor had we even the fiitisfaftion of refting 
againft the (ides of tiie fbip, as the planks were water foaked. The ef- 
fervefcence of the putrid malt (6 ftrong, as to turn money black in our 
pockets in the courfe of a few hodrs. We had alfo a profufton of rats 
that bit fome of the prifoners. My health has been greatly impaired, 
by five weeks conHnement on board this floop, and I fear it will never be 
perfe£lly re-eftabliflied. I fhould detain you too long, to enumerate the 
various hardfbips 1: fuffercd during the period of thii ccea months, thai 

1 WM 
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arxxiri. appendix, ko, xiii. 

I was confined) which 1 was at lad releafed from by an honourable ac- 
quitcal, at the fummer aflizes in Wexford in Augnft 1799 independant 
of the aronefty bill, Whereas my pcifccutois could be putii(hed by the 
fundamental laws of the conftttuiion, had rheynot the indemnity bills 
to fcreen their b.ife and tyrannical conduct towards me. I have confined 
niyfelf merely to rhe fafls dated in your hidory, in \^hic\) I have been 
10 fome degree concerned, and an eye witnefs', which precludes the p^fO- 
bility of cavilling or contradiflion. I hope you may be kind enough to (ec 
them in their prtper colours. 1 requtft the favour of your anfwer as I am 
anxious to li-arn )our determination on a fubje^l, you have hitherto 
been fo much untnfurmed about, as I do not mean to let fcich tranfa£tionf 
go uncoatradi^lcd to pofterity. 1 have the honour to be with great 
rcfpeftf . 

reverend fir, . 

your mod obedient, 
Dublin 6lh. July) 1802 humble fervanr. 

To the rev. mi. GORDON/ Boro-lodge. EDWARD HAY. 

ANSWER of the rev. mr. Gordon, ' 
Sir, 
. I have received your documents, and think you much aggrieved, I 
am fatisfied ot their veracity, they remove a miftake in my hiftory, I 
ihall publish them iu my next edition with fuitable acknowledgments, 

1 am fir, 

your very humble fcrvanr, 
fioro-lodge, Juyiltb 1802 • JAMES GORDON. 

While my work was at prefs, an edition of the rev. mr. Gosdcn** 
biftory was pubiiftied in London, in which he certainty has noticed my 
communications, but not in the extent, I think I ihalt be able 10 point 
outdcfccving his attention in the fupplement be haspromifed to the public. 

From the purfult I am at prelent engaged in, I conGder it my duty 
to feek and unravel truth and (hail be nappy to elucidate any circumi 
Ihmcei that may be confidered more ufcfuL in promoting public know. 
Jedge : In conlequence of the progrefs I have already made with the 
rev. mr. Gordon and in conuderation of our communications being 
bitherto very circumfcrihed, I h.ave offered him my fervices, and 
hope for his co-operation in the purfuit of my intention, the unio?i 

AND HARMONY OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF OUR COUNTRY MEN. Thif 

objeAis extenfive enough to engage the attention of many. The publid 
have alreadv anticipated their favourable opinion ^f gentlemen employ- 
ed in refearches, that are fu likely to encreafe the high opinion entertaiiv- 
ed of their fuperior talents. If an humble individual can recommend him- ' 
ielf by the lincerityof his co-operation, . 1 (hall hope to be included 
among thofc who aie willing to point out the means of general happinefs. 



I K I S. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



XNtTMERATIOK PtAK. 

Extract from the iccount of the population of Ireland as taken in the 
year i7«S, by G. P. Bu8H£, M. R. I. A, and publiflicd in the 
Tranik^oiit of the Royal Irlfh Academy* in 1790* 
COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 

(Number of Houfetfj 
Houses. fTot. No. when the popu- 
lation was taken. 



h 



No. of foulsjProportion to 
therein, each houfe. 



Poor - - 
New . 
Double hearths! 
Single do. 

Totals - 




549aboot si 

i64about 4( 

9J9!nearly 9 

5ooSkboot 6f 



664o|pibout 6i 



Theoovntyof Wexford by this calculation contained 10,448 houfes* 
and i3ft>9is inhabitants. The town of Wexford comprehending 141a 
houfes and 91 7S inhabitants. 

In the letter written by mr. BusHB to the Royal Irish Aca« 
DBMYy on prefenting his account of the population of Ireland* of 
which the above is a part, he exprefied great doubts of its correal 
ftatement 5 however, it is certainly the heft account exfant. Mr. Hay 
enumerated ieveral panlhes in his neigh bourhood» in which he found 
reatitf far exceeded C9mputaiwn, on which he grounded his expe£lation 
of being able to fet forth that tke population c^ Ireland w vajlly un* 
dirMed^ The documents were laid before EARL FlTz* Willi AM, whofe 
fanBkn is beft explained by the following letters, as wc!l as the flat- 
Sering appro^miion of the nght hon. £dmunp Burxe, which, with th« 
encouragement of the Royal Irish Academy^ induced mr. Hay to 
inAitutc the enquiry by the annexed plan, in the year X795* 

Sir, 
THE plan for afccrtaining the number of the inhabiunts of Ireland* 
which you laid before ine juft on the eve of my departure from that 
country, I faa?e examined and know not how fufficiently to approve the 
mode adopted fo^that purpose. Surely its pra^icabiitty might be brought 
to the tcft if you was to undertake the remainder of the county of Wexord, 
as that wouid be more immediately under your own eye, than any other 
county, and you could do it with lefs fatigue and tf ouble. It would be 
of great public benefit if done, and had I remained in Ireland, I cer- 
tainly fkould fatre done erery thing in my power to have facilitated its 
cxecvcion, I hare the honor to be, &c. &c. 

WENTWORTH FITZ- WILLIAM. 
Cro^emr'Square^ Mav »5th, 1795. 
To EDWARD HAY, ef^. 

Sir, 

THE rpecimen for the eaotoeration of the kingdom of Ireland, ap. 
^ears to be lb well calculaled lor its end, that I cannot help feeling that 
It would be a great pity it fhould not be carried into execiK^on. As thd 
execution of it will depend i^ much on the catholic clergy t ibould you 
think of going on with it, it appears to me that the intended meet^ng of 
the bifliops (o€ the piirpofe of carrying into effe& tlie education bill, 
wouM be a very good opporttjnity of Uyiog the plan before tiiem (with- 
out whofe afliftance aiul co-operatioo there will be no po0ibllity of pro- 
ceeding in the bu(in^fs.) I am fure the bi&ops will confider it as fuch, 
and if they do, there can be but little doubt of their readinefs to lend their 
affiAance when once they know there is a gentleman as capable as your- 
felf, willing to fu)tf rintend and able to dife£l its prdgrefs. I (hewed the 
fpecimea to mr. Borke, who thinks very highly of its utility apd iu 
praAicability. 

Grofvenor^Square, ^rnit s</, i79<% I hwt the honor, &c« &c. 

WENTWORTH FITZ- WILLIAM^ j 

To EDWARD HAY, ef^. X x Digitized by V^OOglC 



ENUMERATION' PLAW. 



YOuJin«fiIyb«li«v«. I"-"'" the bigheft degree interefted in. nr 
YOU will «i" J cohnefled, part cularly in the moft important 

'^"^rvwSKu-rrnowJetaioX Irelani.* I wrote to y.* by 
objea by which you-f" » ,^ ^ ,,,3, i,,,er, not that it contain, any 
fir George Shpe, I hope y««'^»B ^.„ ^^^ think me inattentive 

thing very "''"'i':„°^ * „" urJt ; fora long time I have had no infor. 
*TrT„"o^rnlXh dXe. the name, a'bout what you are doing 
mttion, «>' "»''''"« „',,„ alarmed »t hearing that the, chancellor and 
I hear, ;»««/.T."rr Le imone yonr truftees. if thi. be the cafe, fo 



tbat I 



I hear, ^"'^ '"^XtnZi^ie imong your truftees, if thi. be the, 
the chief. °f •j^^.'^^'^^tverof interineddling, I muft fairly fay, , 

a, ,0 give ibem *« P°^*/ J'g „f ,be inftitutibn to be wholly loft, but 
conGder not »" ? "J^'^* "3 ° „ never fet on foot. I fliould much 
th« . more "«fe«»evou. P« «« j'^" ^'.^c firft ^ of parliament, a fubor- 
fooner make y»»J,'^'''f //Sn" univerfity, abfnrd a. 1 alway. thought 
dlna.edepnrtn,en of ourprotett^^^^ ,he inftrument of the inftrument. of 

that plan « ^':;,^'" '|^ ™^ "Jre that the conftant meddling of your 
the jobbms fy'""-,.! '"^ih the caftle, and of the cattle with them, 
fcrhop. and of the clergy witn tne , weight which 

,,ill infallibly fet them .11 w.th Jhe'r^wn <^^ . ^^^^%^ ^^^j, 

hitherto the clergy ^,;;'f '"''.^^V b,'ryou wilf ha^e a marked fchifm. 
Joftifonce th.» fl»°"W 5='PP*"'J'*J'';J,, „iftgke„ ^f^bi.i. not in- 
,nd more than one ^'"'''/"ll',"^ *„*" '^^.rfued. I am fteadily of my 
tended, and '^^^^^ ^^.y^T^TX^^i^U, dropp«l, and'the go! 
Old CP'"'""; 'J^^'Ji''," civ'utyind acknowMgement declined, than to 
yernmcnt boon w.tn civ.i y ^ ,„j ^^wed eoeroie*. 

'"^^tii^itZrii^^^^r-^ hLiliatio., and found their own 
who connect ^""^i"^*;^. ^ «/ vouri I have Said fo much on this 

^'^^l-tad^^t ;a tt^uWe /^nomore -bout It. A.,o the com- 
point already, that luiaiiirouBjy j,cob,nifm that was 

Siittee of lay catholic.. J ?™ ^ ■^^/^^e*. ''b^t^ftili' m,re fo that it bM 

Wng"of theVr re'-ertablifced-yoor enemie. .re embodied, w^t be- 

*°£1" "J ^' J Te' oun?lVf"w«?id who cam. hither with an .ddreft 

Mr Hay of "''.'"""'r'. „"hi, ,;,„,„ ,0 you, and take. thi. with 

£r nrhim ve7^-ci h^ril .U».. fji^ed and .aive young 

rkra feut-.t ^7?o' ;r -an-eiKf S 

rtia^^™^ 

T" ^'<>^« of XcathoUc clergy (witWt whom nothing of that fort 
of the catholics >? »»' «^Xt^/'i "^land (out of the citie.) it i. .1- 

^^'^ri^T^'^^^l^'^'^'^^'o^^ ^oron fomebook.t of your late 
aea^frilS to be ?refented a. memoriaU of the^tceafed U, tM newcoUege. 
■^ to that of Carlo*, a, you .Mnk be^^^ .^ ^^ ^ ^ 

^% aih"uccSS - ^ t HUfoathcUtc Richard Burke. 

▼ l*ain0UC VOllCg^ l ; _ Digitized- by Vj^^VL\^ 



ANALYS 

OF A 

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 

AS PROPOSED, BT THE ROTAL IRISH 



Populations— Its grefent flate — Itsincrcafeordecrcafe, with t. 

' of the inhabitants; firft, by place of birth, whether in tl 

ages; thirdly* by religious pcrfuafions; fourthly* by occu 

by refidence in town, village or country — Number of houft 

habited, new built and otherwife. 

Geography Situation and extent — Number of acres contair 

and furface — Climafc and difeafes — Towns and villages— 
ferries and canals — Coal, turf and other fuel — ^Nature an« 
rivers, iflands, hills, rocks, caves, vroods and orchards. 

Natural history Animals, wild and ttroe — Breeds and 

mineral fprings — Trees, plants and vegetables. 

Agriculture — r-Mode of cultivation — Implements of hufbai 
time and harveft-^— Quantiiy and value of cich' fpecies of ci 
Average of the rents of the fevcral kinds of land-^Quant 
fiock — Average prices of grain and other provifions — Quan 
in the parifli — Wages and price of labour — Improved hull 
mountain) reclaimable or otherwife — Progr^fa of rcclain: 
Fences. 

Trade Commerce and its objects, with their rcfpe^live amou 

ManufaiSlures, whether carried on in villages, in faflories, 
fadurers — Prices of laboufr — Kelp, its amount and mode of 
manufaAures^— ^umbers of women and children fo emplo; 
Ibips and vcffelsr— Number of feamcn— ^Objcfls artd extent • 
and thdr obje6ls> with the average amount of periodical fal 

Property Number of proprietors — Refiding proprietors— ^-In 

Modes and terms of tenure — Services in lieu of rent, ex 
magiftrates — Senefchal and manor courts and other inferior 

Religion and kduc,ation- Places of public worfliip, anc 

tron — Number of poor fupported by public charity — Paroch 
Schools, endowed or otherwife— 'Numbers of fcholars — •>' 
ufed in education. * . • ■ . 

Antiq^uities Ruins cccleGaftical and civil, round towers» I 

cuftoms and obfervances, traditi^ons, poetry, mu(ic and mu 
Popular modes of exercife and amufement — Ancient inftrum 

Miscellaneous articles Name of the parifhand its origi 

records — CharaSer of the people — Tiieir manner/^ cuftoms 
tages — Peculiarities of this parifh. 

Practicable improvements ^With regard to markets, 

harbouis> manufa6luresi jftuation o( the people^ &c. &c. i. 
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RISH ACADEMY. 



FOR STATISTICAL ENQUIRIES. 



ait on the reverend doaor TROY, to requeft his con- 
irding the STATISTICAL ENQJJIRY propofed by the 
I recommend the fame to the Roman Catholic Clergy 

Signed»by order, 

GEORGE MILLER, Secretart. 



yh Academy and the cmeurrmee of the eathoKc clergy in forwarding m. 
much as fojfible to contribute to the general information^ I find you a flan 
the lungdomi as an exampk to ajjfift you in afcertaining the fofnilation of 
u are to proceed with all convement fpeed^ and to make the returns of the 
as they are at Michaelmas 1795* ^ou are to do all in your fower to fro^ 
ffeniing clergy^ and of the frincifal inhabitants : but if net fuecefsful in 
*e more meritorious* By being very particular in your enquiries^ and fol-^ 
fyrevent the fof/ibility of any contradi&ian to the returns you make. When 
the befl clerk you can fojfibly get, on the ruled fafer that accomfanies this 
fefarately according to their old names and dixi/ionss you are to mpplyfo^ 
ting clergy and of the frincifal inhabitants j which^ with your own figna^ 
tty of the accounts. As in this injlanccy the catholic clergy have been 
is fian into execution, I jincerely hofe it may be an inducement to you ta 
the opinion fo learned a body as the Royal Irijh Academy have f&rmed of 
population being the ground<t/ork of the ftatiflical account, and the ftmfleft 
^tien to comflete it, may be effe^ed in a very fhort time, IJhaU therefore 
%ch farijh in your diflriB early in 06iober next. Similar accounts having 
t largejf and mofl pofuJous dij^'fi^e in Ireland, the time allotted to you will 
with the greatefl exaBnefs. 

e flan for the remaimng fart of theflatiflical enquiry may be formed with 
ou may inform yourftlf on the different heads, viz. the geografhy, natural 
icadon, antiquities, mifcellaneous articles, and fra^icable improvements 
^lamfure I need not recommend the greateft care and circumfpeSlion in 
H houfeholders, with the refpe^ve numbers in each houfe. As you are to 
fuck as mufl defy the fojftbility of the fmallefl impeachment to its veracity. 
7 time in completing the numeration of your dijriifl, as your exfeditiofem^U 
the general information of your 'country. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



AUTHENTIC DETAIL 

0r THI 

\ 
EXTRAVAGANT AnU INCOHSl^ftNT CONDUCT 

or 
SiR RICHARii MVSGRAFE, Baronit; 

WITH A FULL 

REFUTATION 

or Hit 

B L A N D E k 

io4iirtT 

« Et>JVARD HAJrr 



Wherein the olarinc coMTHADicTioNt between the bistort 

OF THE IRISH REBELLIONS AND THE OTHER PROOUCTIONI Of 
Its AUTHOR ARE CLEARLY POINTED OUT. 



Quotttions from the Hiftory of the Irilh Rebellidnff hj fir Richard 

MU8GRi»VB. 

** 7lf^^^^^' ■ ^^ Edward Hay, affhvilj coitcerwed in the r/- 

■^'-^ billion^ nueri of an ancient pofijhfanmji and extremetj *weli 
/itfotf^^/^— Quarto edition, page 371— Oft. editloOi tol ip page 459. 



" Mr, James BeyH arrefied at day-break 9m frhttfimdaf, Edward 
Fifxgeraldf cf Newpari, eight mUs from fFexford^ and M^ed him ig, 
the county gaol. When mr. Boydfirft appeared^ Fitzgerald laid his hand 
on his breafl, and made the moft folenm affitrance of mifeigned kyalty, yet 
a great quantity of pikes <were fiund in Ids parlour ^ ready mounted and 
fit for fernnce.^-'Ed'ward Hay Jlept in the fame bedchamber nvith him,-^ 
After his arreft he affeQed many deUtys in hopes of being refined by the 
rebels, *wbo had rifen and 'were approaching his heufe in great numbers, 
b^mr, Bpd compelled ^m h mettmces to fet out for Weiford^'^ 
Quarto editioBi pfge 3S8— OAavo^ition, toU I| page 4S0. 

k •« Thai 
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JJ iftJTHlNTIC DETAIL.^ 

«* nat eaftMM M'MaMus,^ Jball proceed frgm Wexford towards 'Ou' 
iartt accompanied ty mr, E, Hajff appoiuUd by the inkabitatds of ail rt' 
hgious torf9ap9fUt f kfirei^ tbi^ficfr, commamSng the Jtittg's tPoops. thai 
they are ready to delwer up the tottM of Wexford ^without oppo/btottt laf 
down their arnui and return to their aUegiauce, pro*vided thfirperfims 
emd property are guaranteed by ike fomm^mSng officer ; and they wiii mfe 
every v^tuence in their povar to induce the people of the country at large 
U return to their alU^iapce al/o.-^Thtfe tertfu* tve hoper eapt. M*hiemme 
twill be able to procure. 

Signed by ordtr of the inhabit ant j of Wexford, 

MATT. KEUGHr 

* Captain M' Manus of the Antrim ptilkia 'WOi a prifonor'^E. Hay tvaf 
ee rebel leader 'o.ho nvent to prqteS him. 

Qjarto edition, pnge 4c;8^0£lavo edltioD, vol, a, pages 31 tod 33. 

BOA8TI0 ADVBRTISEMBNT of fir RkHARD MuSCfAVB. 

«• Though the author has made truth his polar fiar in tke courfe of tMe 
%vorkt yet it is piffihle fome errors mi^ht ha'ue occurred in it i he bopes^ 
therefore, that ij any per/on Jhonid difeo*ver any fuch^ they 'will be kind 
enough to communicate them to the author, and he *w'dl attend to them im 
his next edition.^. 

Wheo the hiftory of the Irifli Rebellions wai pnblifliedi I was in 
luch a dreadful ftate of health, that my friends imacined I would not 
recover, I however determined to contradi6l the falie aflfcrtions of jSr 
Xichard Mujgrawe in the nioft public manner, although almoft every 
«ne that read the publication^ reprefented it unworthy any other confi- 
deration than filent contempt. One gentleman in particulari made u/c 
•f all the arguments of friend/hip to diffuade me from noticing it, as # 
iSfceafed relation of his was fo injuriouAy mentioned, that did he imagine 
any credit was paid to an afiertion of fir Richard Mufgnive» he wouU 
Mimfelf expoTe the glaring and abfurd fiiKehood. 

When my health Meni fb far re.eiKibIilhed» m to be able to look over 
thehiftoiy with more attention, I confidered it would be right in me to 
^ my oondu^ in ite true ltg^t» previous to my poblkitMMi of the H«A 
tory of the In!urre6lion of the county of Wexford. 

I wailed 00 fir Richard Mufgrave 00 Friday the s$th of May* i^*y 
#ith the copy of the foregoing abftrafts from his hiflocy»and prod«crd 
bim a variety of documents, that clearly proved tl^ falfity of bis ac 
count of me. He not only exprell^J the moft perfea conviAion of hit 
error, but that he would by every meant in his power retra6i his former 
opinion, and give me every faiisfaftion I required, at be was perfeftly 
eonvinced I bad e)(perienced perfecmion and fn)vftict. He further ex- 
|)reiled his determination to mention my name in /ilcK a manner a* 
would make the world fenfible of my meritorioue condu^. So ftrotigly 
iniprefied wa» he wkh the impcfiiion praflifed oit him, that be Minsed 
wie the perfon^ (whom 1 now omit msntfoning for obriQttlfealWflS>Mid' 
permitted me to bring a friend to cop;^ his letter of Authority, and 
would afford me every affiance in puiiiAnng tb^ calucnniatof'* Sir 
Richard further offered to let me take copies of any other a^ithoritiM 
ke had, and requeued from me copies of the letters ^rom lord- itiw ^ l Hi it 
•aptain Bourke, an4 major Fitfgerald, with ntr. Tayk>r*a aflidavtt ^ 
inferted tti the London edition of tboHrev. mr« Gordoo*s hiftory aad my 
•pjpeiMUx^)' witb an tarns ft requeft to writt a true account of nur. Pitsi- 

GcsaU*r 
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AT7TH1VTK •ITftlX^ J 

OeraM^t ah^ft, all of ^iMchfir Kichard Mufyraw p^lvify fnmfdt§ 
htfert tferbatim in Jiis mtxt editkm* On cxpiciftDg a wi/h to have copies 
of all my documents, to pick out of them what h« thou^ proper, I 
mtotioncd I would not iubjr^ any- in ibr motion I gaire him to imjt^a^ 
tion. After thefe preliminaries, we.agfeed tirac 1 (hotikl write htm « 
letter exj>reiEve of my i^lication and uiihesf whid) he promiied t# 
anfwer according to the tenor of our mutual conversion and convi6Uo« 
of each other^s .good intentions. TJiefe letters were to be mad« 
wfMiever uTe each of us thooght proper ^ moreovtry 6r Richard 
wanted to write m« »he letter inAanter, wt^ich 1 did not think it right 
to accept of » until he received ■line;^ and Sn impatient was he to hvm 
the documents that be wanted me to leave the oicigiAsls to get copied 
by his clerk ; but I declined leaving them, but promlfed to brin^ 
them to him the next day, which I did, copied by a gentleman for that 
exprefs purpose. On parting with fir Richard Mu%rave, | went tw 
my fHend, related all that Had happened, and was much difappofnted 
lie could not accompany me on the next 6,^j^ On Saturday the ff th, 
not finding %x Richard Mufgrave at hoifiey I left the copies he had m- 
^iiefted, and lignlied I would wait on him oti the following Monday. 

On Monday the 31ft of May | propoied waiting 00 fir Rich»*il' 
Mulgrave, in company with my friend, ^ whom I ci9led for that pur- 
pofe, with the following letter for iir Rict),ard Mufgrave, which, Ibr 
form^s-fftko was to be dditered by my friend, and an accotint of mr* 
FitxGerald'^ arreft. This interview was prevented \)j learning thac * 
iduel bad taken place betweeo mr* Todd Jones and vs Richard Mof* 
j^rarcy who we underilood ha^ f cceived a morra) woi^nd. 

Letter from mr. HAY to l^^^x^xn^ ,•*- 
fir RICHARD MVSGRAVE, J*^^*^*^' '•**♦ 

S^R Richard, 
FROM your profeiHoiii of making truth yetir polar ftar, I am |^^ 
4«ced to fend you copies of documents that cannot fail to convince yoW- 
bow erroneoufly my^iamehas been introduced into }'our hlAory, aotf' 
on perufing them I am con^dent you cannot avoid corre^ing the errtfrt' 
you have been led iAto by fal(« information. Not wifliing that my oam^' 
ibouAd in any degree be a fauftion to falftbood, I fend you a tme account 
of mr. Fitx-Gerald*s arreft, at which I aas mentioned to be prefent 1 
thereby you mad perceive with the appearance of tmtb, how egnegtoofly 
this tranfaftion has been mifreprelented, and hj the bafeft miftonftrue^' 
41011 tortured into falfehood^ ' Oiiring the period of the infuri^ftion, F 
iiin (<^ ^onfcioos of tho reAititde of my 4nteiKions and condu^, that t 
canaEot iee any re«fbn that oauld induce roc to ejcchange cbarafters' witltf * 
the whole or the rooft unecoepttonable of roy perfecotors, although thn^ 
are denominated ^ itytd ptm^ A>me of whom owe tbatchsra^r to theh"' 
taking my actyice in preference to ifatk own bias 1 yet fome of tht^ 
liave contrtbvhBd to tkegrfat ii^ilftice i bare fiifivred during the ptiHolt' 
of thirteen aaontbs that 1 wa# confined, t bad obtained a writ of kabefti* 
cerpiia to endfavour torefcur myfctf from the illegality* of my ednfine^ 
tnent, but it was over-ruled by a iccretary^s warrant. My enemies noC 
iatisfied to have me a (fate prifianer, atnempted to fmuggle me of bjr 
transportation, 'buB oii apfUcation to judge Chambei laine, then going 
Jodgt of affiso, theimqiiity appeared (o con/pftctious, that I AootdWrt 
l>«ni inmndktely diftharged, bad I not beon again i|Ctlih<ld tbrotiglitk* 
^ibonuuiop of a murderer^ who fwore ezamifiatitqa a|puDft bm } and 
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hit pirdofl Y** tilt reward for hb peijvry. I had been froftrated )• 
irariout pttitHMii to be tried in any nanntn bat the Villainy of my per- 
iecutort in over-reaching their marki obtained my long wiflied for trial, 
ait the Wexford fooimerafiaeit in Ao^ft 1799 1 and the refult wat» aa 
honourable acquittal^ ladependeiit of the amnefty bill. Whereat, my 
Itrrfecatort covld bt ^silked by the fundam^ta^lawt of the conftitu- 
tion, had they sot the indemnity billt to (creen their bale and tyrannical 
conduft towardt me. I regret much that on my trial the coonlel for 
the crown gave vp their proftcbtion agaipft me, at I%at theteby prevented 
from producing: the moft reipc&m authority^ that would have unde- 
ceived the t>iiblic for thefe t#o yeact and a half paft, of many falle ac 
countt circulated about the ftate of that countyj and would have proved 
the eslftenceof an inqoifition of magiftratet there, exceeding in ita 
Tiewt^ any thing we read 4>f in foreign countri^ where inqutfitora 
are bound by oath to enquire into the teal meritt of the cafe, 'and to 
leek out all evidence at well foe at agaihft the prifonert. I therefore 
eonfider my conduft irreproacbaSle, having undergone the ftrideft io* 
▼eftigation, by l|elng able to p^t with honour' the ordeal 6f the Wex- 
ford magifthitet. In addition to the docilmentt I fend you by my friend, 
i<ho it good enough to be the bearer of thtt to yOu, he Can elucidate aaf j 
thing you might wifli to have more fully ^explained, at I fliould wifli to 
impreft ftrongly on yoqr mind, that I affect n6thing that it not con* 
£rmed by undeniable Authority, that cannot fail to enforce convidion 
o^ the moft prejudiced. My health hat been much Impaired by a confine- 
neni^po board a Hoop that waf twice^condemned diinng the infurreaioA, 
•t totally unfit to cooine any perfon' | afterward flie wat funk for a month 
within a foot of her de^k, then pumped out, and on the fame day 1 wa« 
Without trial or enquiry, put on board along with thofe that had been 
tried and fcntenced to lranll>ortati'on, where the ftiaw vrat left in the 
hold that had the benefit of a'toontb'a fteepi'ng. A little dry ftraw waa 
then fliook over. Which walking on foon made at wet at the reft, fo that it 
w^* not po^ble to fit or lie down without iinbibi hg the damp, nor had 
^e even the fatitfaaion of leaning againft the fidef of the (hip, at the 
pjanka were water-foaked. Ratt were alfo in fuch profufion, that fome 
of the prifoncti were bitten, tind the effervefcence of putrid malt accu- 
Ululated between her timbtrt lb ftrong, at to turn money blicbin our 
pockett in the courfe of a few hourt.> My health thereby hat been (b 
inuch impaired, that I fear it may never be perfeAly rceftabliihed. 

Many of my frj^ndt prevented m^ from making thit appKtation to 
Tou fooner, at they imagined 1 would dot be fafe in-doing Co (party pre- 
judice ran fo high) untilthe fufpenfiota of the habeat corput aa wat re- 
moved 1 9 ftrong inftanceof which U the danger I narrowly efcaped, bydif* 
wering in tiipe the villaby of a forged letti^iai my name, which I alfoicnd 
^r veur perufiil, and I hope fufficiently accounttfbr my delay , neither 
did I conUdfcr It nght to do fo, omn the ftate of mi heirfth pefmitted me 
to M abroad s but i^w that theft objeaiont are removed, I truft I fliall 
be favoured with the authority you had for mentioning my name, and 
m doubting but that you m«ft be thoroughly convinced how onjuftly I 
i^ve heen perfecnted, nod your dilpofition: totfive roe aU the repacatioa 
Uyourpow^r, lhavetheho*Hirtohe, ^ f"'"'^ 

Sir Richard, 



n.te w . your not obedienr, 

D^Mw, Mat %$tK itoa. btQnble fervant, 

T^ fir WGriAto#lUSGRAyE, baru EDWARD 



HAY. 

dcrnna 
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A corriS account of tAe ortiftofyL^, F^t^-Geralp^ iMtntUn hyibg 
' ^(^^ 0/* SIR. Richard Musc^RAvy. 

On Friday, the soth of May, I dined with my late dear friend, m**. 
Tamer, at Newfoft, and tfdcoi'ding to the public notice of the magif* 
tratet at feffioiit id Wexford on the s 3d, which the people all fectned 
anxioQi to comply with, mr. Turner at a magiftrate, appointed Saturday 
the a6th of M:)y; to attend at New.park^ the feat of mr Fitz-Gerald, 
at the moft c^h^enient and central fpot to fufrender their arms j and be | 

wat to attend at the roman catholic chapel at Skreen on Whit-Sunday»^ 
when he would appoint different placet, where he would attend on dif- 
ferent dayrtor the eoiiYeniinice of- the people ; be requefted me to attend 
bim, which I proiiiiled to' do, and ^ccordhigly wat prefent at the fur- 
render of arms and pijtet at New-park, on Saturday the 16th of May* { 
where mr. Turner remained the whole of the day, granting certificates 
to thofe that furrendered their armt» there mr. Turner left them» I 
until tbey could be conveniently removed. Mr. Fitz-C^etald and I 
walKed part of the way liome with mr. Turner , whofe houfe wat about two 
miles diftance, and we expfefled bur happinels that the people would not 
be harraifed with free-qu^ters, which their conduct relieved them from ; 
and we congratulated ourfelves on dur friendly intercourfe not being re«. 
^i6(cd to any hbur. t returned with mr. Fita-Gerald, and flept in 
the fame bed-chamber with him.' In the nifiddle of the night, a rap 
was heaid at the halUcloor, which awakened us^-Mr. Fitz-Gerald open- 
ing the window, captain Boyd told him he wanted to fpeak to him, he 
inttan^ly went down and o^ned the door, returned to hit room to drefs 
biipielt, followed by the high flieriff (mr. Percival,) and captain Boyd, 
nbo had taken him prifoner. \ applied to theie gentlemen to bail him* 
but was informed it wat not in their puwer. I then requefted permiflion 
to accompany him to Wexford, a^ they were not ignorant of our friend- 
ship. I thought it npt right to abandon 9 friend in fuch a iituation. 
When I wat done dremng 1 was^oing down (lairt, one of the gentle- 
men followed me and left it to my feelings, atmr. Fit^-Gerald*s friend* 
wliether it would not be more agreeable to him that he (hould be lodged 
in the ^aol before day, offering at the fame time to ftay as loag as we 
pteafed.^ I thanked him tor the good-nature of his propofal, and in his 
prefencc oi*dercd1my fervant and mV, t'itz-Gcrald's, ^wno had got up on 
bearing the noife, anti Were corping down,) to get our borfes ready as 
eipeditioufly^as poirible,' and which wat accordingly done. On going 
dbwn ftairt, I tound fevcral yedmen at the door, whonn 1 invited in to 
t$lcefome refrefliment, and was followed by them into the parlour, infido 
oif which was the cellar^'whete I went carrying a candle in my hand* 
never dreaming that I haa left thofe behind me in the 'dark. On hearing 
s(' noife I immediate!)^ returned,* and fourd fome yeomen had (lumbled , 
^ over the pike-hahdiet that' had been left on the floor i they began to 
shake different remai'ks 011 this difcovery^ but on iny application were 
iilenced by their ofl^cef, mV. Jofeph Git^, wlib wat acquainted with tht, 
inaniker they had been brbught there. * On gofnj^ up with fome wine to' ^ 
tl^ gentlemen above ftairt, I foyncf them examining mr. Fits.Gerald*a 
papers '; and he requefted of rhem'toWiake i\ki moft diligent fearch before 
they left the houfe. We' atl came down together into the parlour 
#here the ^eomen had difcovered the pike* blades in a hamper, an4 
Were thrufting" them into their accoutrements, on this I applied to the 
o|llccrrcdhavf tbt pike-bUdet reckoned which (Ike yeomen were taking 

•way, ^ 
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away, at I would wi(h ro account for them to mr. Turner, to whom tliey 
bjd been Iwrmidtred, but on fecond thoughts I propofed it at a better 
mode that chcy fhtoold take them all away, which they rcfufed to 4o« 
All the pike-bladet were tbeo returned inro the hamper by order of 
the oificcrs, aod previuus to my felting out to Wexford, which' wa» 
at rpecdiiy at it was po^ble to be, 1 dtfpatcbed a nwfleoger to inr« 
Turner, with an account of this tranfa^ioB, and a n^eft to come or 
fend for the pikes | I alfo left ftri£l ordert that no perfos wkatinevcr 
&buld be let into the houfe until the piket w^rc ttken away. My mcC- 
lenger called mr. Turner up at hit houfe befone day, and wbtn he had 
doue drciiing he walked on to a forge where he h«d^f«Bt the horiW bft 
wat to ride to be (hod, and while he wat waiting to have him finiflied» 
liit houfe wat attacked by the inlurgentt for armv with which imcUi* 
gence he fct off td Wexford, and wat the firft to comiminicalc the new* 
of the rifing of the people. Erery geptiemaiPt houfe io the country 
wat fummoned to furrender their arm*, and the inlurgefiti proceeded to 
N«wpark for the piket, but were refufed admittaitce. On which rfaey 
broke open the parlour window and took them away | the effcA of Hiia 
violence wat obiei ved by mr. Turner^ ca|iniin Kavanagh, (now m^ior 
Qt the county of Dublin militia) and other perlbnt that went to New- 
park, on their way to Oulard, where theie piket were a great addition 
to the armament of the infurgentt at that battle. The room where f 
liad my guot and piftoJt was broke open and they were taken away thac 
morning, and my horf^t aud mvlet rode ofE« 

EJpWARD HAY. 
Thit aocount haa been feen by fotne of the perfont that were of 
the party that arrefted mr. Fitxgeruld, and they haTC prenoonccd the 
circomftancct of the arrcft perfe£lly corre6^; fir Rtcfatrd Mti%ravef*f - 
authority it therefore the mod barefaced perferfion of truth. 

During the period of fir Richard Mufgrave^t illpeft» and at a time 
liit life was defpairctt of, I con(hmtly mentioned* hit honourable ex- 
prcfllons, as I had fully convinced him of the eirort he bad been led 
into by f^lfe information. His uuequivocal avowal naturally led me 
to cooddde, that his condu^l proceeded from principlet of juftice* 
The particulars of the affair of honour of William Todd Jonet, efq. 
' with fir Richard Mufgrave, hat been printed and py^lifhed through the 
kingdom, hitherto uncontradicted ^ fo that { may refer to it at ao au- 
thentic document. Thit extraordinary occurrence exemplifies, 
the ftrong machinations of party, that fo worked up the unwill- 
ing KNIGHT, to come forward at their CHAMripN in defiance of aJ( 
rulct of coniiftencyi decorum, and the adopt^ principlet of honour» 
o» fuch occafiont. The conciufion of thit duel it too well known to 
rtiake any other remark, than that it had like to prove fatal to tht furred, 
•B HERO of hit PARTY. The Hiilory of thf^Irifh RehellioDt, added to 
the extravagant tnconfinenciet of itt author, excited ao akooft univerfaf 
odium againfl the dying knight 1 I ^ ' Public 'opinion vented itt exe- 
cration, and pronounc^ bit death a jufl reward for hit conduit. \, 
ndknbated thit opinion with fuch fufcefs, that I induced many to alter 
their opinions, by detailing hit condud towardt me« it waa hoped h« 
might live to make \ full retra£lation of the manifold erroTii of wfaidi 
he it conviAed in the mindt of every unprejudiced' perfon# imrsmtamm 
uaftd with fartj^ who bat bad a fifur •pportunitj of he^iJDE.TJLVTi^ 
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fer Richard Mufgravc at length recovered, and I thought it Beeeflary 
to pay him a vifit. On Wcdncfday the 30th of June, I induced a parri- 
cular friend of mine to accompany me to fee fir Kichard, whom we found 
at the office of coUeaorof excife in the cuftom-houfe of Dublin. Af- 
ter mutual complimentary declarations, fir Richard Mufgrave exprcffcd 
great fatisfaftion at the information we could afford him, and declared 
his happinefs in rttraftlng any thing that was erroneous in his Hiftory, 
with a repetition of all his former profeflions to me, not forgetting the 
ktter he was to write me to fatisfy my feelings by ample retracta- 
tion. He alfo lamented, that much as he wiflied it, it was not in Ms 
power to afford fufficient leifure to us on that day, as he had a confide- 
rable fum of money to account for and pay into the trca^ry, which had 
accrued during his confinement. If we could afford fufficient leifure at 
twelve o'clock the next day to do him the honour of calling on him, b< 
#otild have all his dccumcnis ready, that 1 might take copies of thofe I 
wifhed. He alfo was plcafcd to exprefs his high fenfeof the valueof which 
our information would be to his Hiftory, and with a profufion of com- 
plaifance he reminded us at parting not to forget the appointtnent at hit 
howfcthe next day. My friend feemed then perfeaiy convinced that- 
the account I had given of fir Richard Mofgrave was perfeaiy corrctt, 
and in complete coutradiaion to public accredited reports ! 

On Tburfday the firft of July, punaual to our appointment we went 
to the houfe of fir Richard Mufgrave, in Gardiner-ftreet, but did not 
ftnd him at home t In addition to its being a cuftom-houfe holiday, it 
was alfo the commemoration of the battle of the Boyne. This confide- 
ration we confidcred might have diftraaed fir Richard Mufgrave's at- 
rention from any minor objca 5 we were willing to put the beft con* 
/^ruaion of his ncgUa. I wrote a note expreffivc of our difappoiiu- 
ment, and promised to call on him at the fame hour next day. • 
. My fiiend and I waited on fir Richard Mufgrave, for the thir4 
timey on Friday the id of July. On entering the hoofe we were in- 
formed tbat fir Richard was \o ill that he was confined to his bed- 
chamber, but we found a profeffed friend ready to dilcufs the fubjea, 
and vindicate the objeaionable parts of the HiBTORY OF TH* IrisK 
Rebellion. 

From what had taken place I was really aftoniflied how that could b« . 
attempted. I was proceeding in explan.uion when t fecood vindicator 
was introduced, and entered into the merits of the fubjea. 

As I did not mean cither to furprife the baronet or his friends, but 
to obtain redrefs after the moft minute infcttigation, I produced con - 
i^incing documents in contradiaion to any affeition offered, (fome of 
which art copied into the rev. n»r. Gordon's Hiftory and my Appendix) 
Thefc and many other undeniable teftimonies added to our explauatioUa 
uatil the friends gave up the poffibility of combating my proofs. 

The GRAND CORPS DE RB^ERVB was then produced as the knock m9 
drum argument, which it was imagined would be the ne plus ultra of 
conviaion, «« That fir Richard Mufgrave was juftifiabU in his ex* 
fre^QHS of my as I had been acqidited under the amneftj bill.*' It r«« 
<|ulrcd no fmall degree of patience to liften to fuch a variety of ingeai- 
out arguments as were put ; and I could pcrceix'e that the vindicators 
were very faugiiine and zealous, but were very deficient in true infor- 
mation on thi fubjVa, when they were ignoiant of my honour^le ac* 
^ittal inijcpendcnt of the aronefty bill. I cannot but applaud the in- 
dcfatijjjble exertions of mr. Pow«r 00 this occafion, in defence of fir 
RUbait Mufgrafe, who I heard was bis uncle. He at laft informed 
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■le in a fmnk and candid manner, that " AUhoi^k fir Kickwrd Jj^uf" 
grave had ff^mifti to ivriu me a Utter t yet Hit piubuds had ad' 
nj'tfed him, mot to put bamd to pafer a/n more, in confideratilm of ibe re~ 
^rts of his duel j and that fir Richard Mufgra*ue 'weu further adwifed 
not to hold commumcatioM 'with any one, in exflamation of his tiftoiyt M 
hvomU cornmnnicaie his fffttimekts through his friends r" Thcfe fentimcnca 
aftonlflied me, particularly at they feen^.cd to be the refolt of prerioila 
confuliation, which air. I^>wer Undertook to convince me of for the fake 
of his uncle. 

Altogether I did imagine, tHat the innelt of iir Richard Mufgrave 
was feigned, but the arrival of furgeon Hunie at this critical moment 
prevented me from exprcilin^ my opinion, at it dif|(>elled the idea 1 had 
formed of the medade imagtnaire. However J have 6nce been unde- 
ceived, as fir Richard Mufgrave recovered fumciently after my depar* 
ture, fo as to be able to go out to dinner, of which the gentleman who 
bad the honour of his company fince informed me. 

The winding up uf this adventure feems to be of the fame complexion 
with tfiat of nrir. Todd Jones, at on a fair eipUnation on both occafiont, 
fir Richard N^ufgrave avowed his error, and is bono^bly promifed 
every fatisfa6lion, which it is evident was very diihonorably counter* 
afted through the baneful effe£ls of party prejudice. It it not lament, 
sble that a man can thus be induced to break hit word, and betray every 
want o( honor and principle, by furrendering hit judgment and rndan- 
gerinp his life, according to the capricious diAates of a junto, that fet 
a permn forward, vvliofe death mjg'ht prove more ufeful to them than bis 
exigence ?— Detcrniined ftill to peifift in demanding an explanation, I 
thought neceflfary on the 5th, ^o enquire after the ftaic of fir Richard 
Mofgrave^s healtht which I found fo well re-eftabli{hcd, as to be able 
to attend at his office, as collector of excife. After a Variety of con-> 
yerfation, in which 1 could plainly difcover, that he w«s led by his fup- 
pofed friends, as he exprefTrd a hope I might not infift on tbar part of 
his promife by writing me a letter of re<ra6ltation ^ but in every other 
ibftance he would perform his promife, by inferting my documents in 
the neit edition of his ht(fory, along with a full retractation of bis 
error. I expreflfed great doubts whether another edition might ever be 
publilhed, in which cafe his promife would be perfe£^ly nugatory, of 
courfe I could not polTibly let him oiF. However, I thought I hadefFec- 
tnally fettled all difficulty to his farisfaClion, bv leaving the whole matter 
of difference between us to two gentlemen of chara€^er, whofe decifioa 
I bound myfelf to abide by. I alfo exprefled a wifh for a full attend- 
ance of his friends, to be prefent at the difcuffion, as I was certain the 
rooft prejudiced muft be convinced of the fairuefs and juTlic^ of my pro. 
pofal. So confident am I of the i'e6litude of my intentions, that not- 
wtthftanding all that has happened, I woilild no«r abide by my original 
propofal.-rl naturally concluded, that fuch proceedings on my part, 
would preclude the pofTibility of any further fubterfdge. Judge there, 
fore of^my aftonifhmcnr, when on the ?thjof July, mr. Power waited 
on me on the part of fir Richard Mufgratre. He returned me the letter 
I had written to the b»ronet, (which he had bound himfelf by, every tie 
of honor of a gentleman to anfwer)f and the accoUnt of mr. Fitz-Ge- 
rald'« arreft, (which' he had promifed to'infert in his hiftory,) of which 
the foregoing are copies, with a rnefTag^, ** That fir Richard MuJ^ra*ife 
had been advifed by his friends , to have nothing more to f erf to me! ! r^ 
After farisfying myfelf, that mr. Power in bringing me tnis meflfage, 
merely a^d in obedience to his ut)cle*i commands, expreflio^ at the 

•lime 
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fame time great concern that this affair had not terminated to my wifliei 4 
I could not avoid exprefling my aftonifliment at fuch uneentlemanly 
condu^, which I was. totally at a loft to account for» from the excefs o£ 
complaifance I had always obfenred, in the condud of fir Richard Muf^ 

Save in our interviews, I could not conceive that he would himfclf avow 
cb (entiments } I imagined this opinion might have been a fcheme o£ 
his friends, to get him out of a difagreeable fituation. With thefe 
impreilionsy I immediately|waited on fir Richard Mufgrave at hit office in 
the cuftom-houfe* and accoAed him in the civileft manner I was capable 
of. He inftaotly fprang from thedeflc he was fitting at, and exclaimedt * 
•* Sir my friends advife me to have nothing more to fay to you.'* Then 
he ran into the outfide office, where his clerks were alarmed to fuch a 
^PUp that they flew from thehr books, as I thought ready to alfault inci 
In explanation of fuch an untoward event, I informed them, that as fir 
Richard Mufgrave was bound over, I ihoold not demean myi«lf by break- 
tug the peace, or by a6ling unlike a gentleman. My only object was» 
to call on fir Richard to fulfill a promife he had made me, which I defied 
him to deny. If he fliould perfift in refufing to fulfill his promil^, I 
muft confidcr hea6ted unlike a gentleman t and it was very uofortunatt 
that fir Richard Mufgrave, or his friends for him, had placed him ia 
fnch a fituation, as prevented him from taking fteps to reftore himfelf 
to that character his condu^ proved him not to merit. It will be a 
ta(k of no fmall ability, to be able to difcover in the conduft of fit 
Richard Mufgrave toward me, any degree of credit or reputation as an 
author, or honor as a gentleman. 

The following letter addrefled to the editor of the Sun, appeared in thaC 
paper on Wednefday November the )d i and afterward copied into a 
Tariety of newfpapers in the united kingdom. 

Sir, 
You will oblige me by inferting in your refpe£lable paper, the follow^ 
ing obfervations on my history ot the late Irish rebellion t A 
number of falfe and fcandalous libels, refleding on my character, and 
the authenticity of that work, have appeared in magazines, newfpapers^ 
and reviews. As to my character, I hope that the loyal and refpeAablo 
part of the community, of whofe eftcem and good opinion I am proud 
to boaft, will notthink it nectifary for me to fay any thing in its de- 
fence) bnt, as the veracity of my biftory has been impeached by tho 
authors of faid libels, in fome trifling points, in no wife affc£ling its 
general authenticity, J think it neceflary to fay fomething io its vindi« 
cation } as the materials for that hiflory were colIeAed with the greateft 
afliduity, the moft fcrupulous inquiry and difcrimination, and the 
flri^eft regard to truth $ and as it was written for the purpofe of giving^ 
the Britifli cabinet and parliament at prefent, and poi^erity hereafiera 
an accurate narration of the late rebellion, and a fair reprelenration of 
the flate of Ireland many years previous to that dreadful event. Three 
editions of that work, confifiing of no lefs than 3850 copies, have been 
circulated in England, Ireland, and Scotland ) and anxious for the 
eflablifliment of truth, I made the following appeal in the preface of 
each } 

** Though the author has made truth the polar ftar in the courfe of 
this work, it is puflible that fome errors might have occurred in it, he 
hopes, therefore, that if the reader (huuld difcover any fuch, he will 
be kind enough to communicate them to him, and he- will amend theifl 
in the next edition.** 1 hope the public will confider the following de« 

B clamioa 
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chiraf ion a full and fofficicnt ailfwer td- tke auf hort df tHofe M^ i 
«« That no per/on «»hatfberer ha< Aiceeeded in invafidathig the aurlitfl* 
tiehfof tnj hiltory in any 6ne occorrttace rda«d in ir 5 and I defy aaf 
ftrtott td do fd. On tht cofrtrary, I have rutP^ed the moft flafienn^ 
a^uiancea frnni the oMccrs who camfKitgned in* the late refoefHo^ that 
the military tranfa^iont have b«en faiihfoH^defcrihcd j and i hate had 
the fame teAimony freni ihc ctvi) magiftrar#s> and from thofe who wen? 
competent to decide upon the other eVents j and to them I ap^l again. 
To the few feebie attempts ivhkh have been made to queflrion my vert*, 
city in fome trifling p ^uti, I have wrttun an anfvwcr, wirtch hai bee* 
ptioliftied by John Stockdale, Piccadilly. I am (fill open toconviftion» 
and (hould any perfon cume tbi^vard and prove to me, coolly and difpaf* 
fronately, that I have commit red any one error, f wi)f ilMtoedtateIy^ 
acknowledge and correct it. 

I am flr, yotir mod ohcdJent fertanf, 
(Signed) RICHARD MUSGRAVft. 

.Jfiublin, O^. 17, 1801. 

The foregoing letter appeared in fcveral EnglHh and Irifli neii^*> 
papers. It affirms, That the HisTORT Of THE IftiSH REBELLKffftfi 
Ifid been only contradiiled iff ttifiing matters, and throws out a chal« 
leoge to all who would controvert hit accuracy. It is difficult to kaow 
vpfiai fir Richard Mufgraf^e may efteem to be feriona matter or contni« 
dJ^ion. His Work firft- appeared nnder the antonymour 'title of V»« 
KiDictys, which Has frnce been fwelled info a copiotM Quafto. This pto^ 
dudiun was convicted of perfed falfehood by the plaineft and moft pal« 
pabie evidence, in a publieation called, TUB STATE or THE Ca* 
THOLica OF jR^fiAND. Lord CORNWALL!^ gavc no prat ran£^kMi 
%o the purport or accuracy of fnr Richard Mufgrave*« book, when he 
cfficiaUy intimated through his fecretary colonel Littleha1/E^, thav 
**' had his excellency been apprifed of the contents and nature of the 
**'y^otkt he never would have lent the fanflion of hisiiame to a book 
^ which tends fo ftrongly to revive the dreadful animofities, which 
^ have Co loiig diftraAtfd this country, and which it is the duty of tverf 
** good fubje^ to endeavour to compofe." Another very plam eontr«* 
diftion was given from official authority by Tromas Towmse1II>, efi|« 
barrilterat law, member of the late iriOi parliamenr, appointed by the^ 
government as connfti to the general of the fouthern diftrrA, he openly 
ileclares, ^'.1 have my information from ray own perfonal informatiotty 
** tAe author oflAe quarto from prejudiced rumour-*-He leems to wt4t« 
^ nn amort, whenever he can place an obnoieioas catholic tinder fuCpi* 
** chfti appearances .-^He hid nb other motive than to julKfy thodr 
^ whom he knew to be aggrieved, and to reilbrt the honour of m 
*^ brave and lop] body of gentlemen from bnfbundedafperfions, and 
^ the charfk6^er of a great community from the malediAions of a moft 
** peiiilential libel, ftandtng under the 8Ino6lar tTioiiA of being 
^ condemned and diittatmed by the patron of its dedication.** 

Do^or Caul field and the catholic clergy of Worfofd, in a moft di*. 
tt&. and folemn manner, give khe He dire£l to the i»aron'et*t narrative*. 
Therefeveial impeachments of his veracity, have 'been confirmed and 
encieafed by the ccx^tmony of the rev. mr. Gordon. The feveral £ngliflr 
Reviews deemed all ihcfe and many more material contradlAiont. 

fmending to publifh an Hiftory of the Infurreftjon, which might 
ftave Come to the knowledge of fir Richard Mufgrave, I was tndncetf 
fo publilb tlM following aniVer: 
... . . WITH 
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WITH thB ntmdft aftonidrnient I havt n^i in a L%«i/1oii PriDt» t 
Jcttcr figned •• Richard Musgraye/* which hat fincc been CMtcd 
into fome of the Dublin papers^ challenging any material contradiction 
pf fafts in his History of the Irish Rbbbllions! Numberleft 
refutations, of the moft HecKive nature, have already appeared, aiid 
(oaii of them have heretofore been noticed in the Critical Reviewt, and 
parriciHarly in September and Oftober Jaft. Many who have had » 
fair opportunity of judging of his voluminous publication, reckon it 
So extravagant as to deem it worthy of no other coniideration than 
)5lent contempt. However left the public (bould be ltd aftray by the 
frrogance of his affertiont, at I had more than one interview on thii 
fuhjeft with fir RjCHARD MusGRAVB, refpcfting moft material faftt^ 
J think itneceflary to ftate, that, previous to Ms duel 'with Mr* ^od4 

J^oues, he promifed to retrad what he had mentioned of me, and that 
e would write ine a letter expreflive of bis fentimentSf oo producing 
}iim ^mple proofs of hit error* Copies of thefe proofs he accordingly 
xeceived, and fully acknowledged their felfevident truth, and promifed 
to introduce them into the next edition of Ji)8 work, as well as his retrac- 
tation of the fal(|u>od8 impofed on him. After bit recovery, he ex'« 
j^reOed the fame fcntiments to feveral, and implied them in prefence of 
fi friend of mine, anj bound himfelf by every tie of honour as a gen- 
tleman to make atonement for bis miftake,. However, he thought pro- 
per afterwards, in the moft unaccountable manner, to break Jasprotrnft^ 
aUedging, that his friends ivould not permit Mm to keep it, and ftill jper^ 
iifts in propagating the (lander againft me by its unwarranted publica^ 
tion. I fubmit, therefore, to every honeft man, whether fir RiCHARp 
MusGRAVE has, in this inlFance, made «* Truth his polar J^ar /'• Very 
different, indeed, has been the conduft of the rev. nir. GORIU>N* aii 
biftvriau who had been led into the fame error} for he, on my appli- 
fation, and on ibewing him my proofs, has honourably, under his 
hand| acknowledged their authenticityj and the cruelty of my perfe- 
Cution, fo as to cktfrmine him to remove a material miftake from hit 
hiftory. Ahbough firR. Musgravb's conduct puts it out of my power, 
as a man of honour, to hold any further coqununication with him, yet, 
at confiderations of a priyate nature muft yield to public opinion^ t 
now declare, that if any gentleman of honour, ^nie and fteadinels, 
ihatlcome forward, bonafiSi^ on the part of Sir Richard MuscRATEt 
with the proofs on which he founded hit aflertions, I ftiall chearfully 
produce to him, in the prefence 9 f .a friend, fuch documents as I am 
certain cannot leave the fmaHeft doubt in the mind pf any impartial 
perfonof the truth of my profeflions.-r-But I alfu declare, that if^any 
comnuinication of (be kind (hall takeplace^ I willpubli(ti it along with 
whai has already l^appened, too voluminous for detail in the contracted 
und fleeting paragraphs of g newfpaper. Another op'portunity will 
occur of appreciatyig what faith is to be had in Sir Richard mus- 
GRAVE, from a ftatement which I am now preparing for publication-*- 
the tendency of which is to allay animofities, infteadof fomenting dif* 
cord between The di^erent defcriptions of the people. 

(Signed) EDWARD HAY. 

Dublin, 1^0. %u Exchequer- ftrcet, aid Nov. i8o». 



^ A •copy <>f the/ofqgoing^vertifenvfiftt ism delivered at ibe ofliqii 
.«f «he DuBUM JoyRNAL, «ml its iniertion paid for ^ but (ucb it this 
freedom 9itA ieapartifttity »f that^ rim, that it luis not been deemed ufefvt 
19 ka lemployert tp peitnit its appeaisanc^, whilft it publiihet mid (o^ 



\ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



t% i^pas^SWTIC DETAIL. 

'T6 the Editor of the Duilin Jovrnal. 

A PAPER figncd *• Edward Hay,*" containing fome animadvcr* 
dons on my chara^ler, and my Hiftory of the Ufe Irifli RebelUon» bar- 
ing appeared in the Dublin Evening Poft of the xjd of November* I 
reeled you will publiih the following obfervationt : 
' In this paper he ftates, ^* that numberlefs refutations of the moft de« 
cifive natur^ have appeared, ind fome of them have^en heretofore oo* 
ticed in the Critical Review, particularly in September and O^ber 
laft, that many perfont who have had a fair opportunity of judging of 
liis voluminous publication, reckon it fo extravagant, at to regard it 
with nient contempt.** He alfo mentions the arrogance of my affertions^ 
and 7fn propagating Jlander againjl him in off un'warrantable publicatiom* 
Such IS. the geiierel and unqualified abufe which mr. Hat utters againft 
iny Hidory The Monthly Magazines the Critical and Monthly Re- 
views, and many other publications acceflibte to the Iriih Jacobint. 
have done the like ; but neither he nor they have ventured to attack 
my veracity in any oive fubftantive point or occurrence { and I agaia 
defy them to do fo. 

I will now briefly ftate the only inftancefl in which I have alluded tp 
mr. Hay.— "James Boyd, efq. late reprefentative in parliament for 
Wexford, arretted at day-break, £. Pitz-Gerald, of Newpark^ on the 
morning of Whitfunday, 1798, ** Edward Hat (lept in the.&me 
bed-chamber with him.*'-^I appeal to mr. Boyd, whether this fa^^ 
and the other circumftances relative to it, as dated by me, are not tru«. 
The morning after . the dreadful maffacre on the bridge of Wexford, 
the rebels concerned in its perpetration, panic-ftruck by the approach 
of the king^s troops, and dreading the vengeance which their crimea 
juftly merited, fent a number of their leaders to lord Kingtboroughy 

inow earl of Kingf^on) who had been their prifoner, to folicit his lord- 
iip to be their inediator, and to write to the different general officefa 
to fpare the inhabitants of Wexford, and their property, on laying 
down their arms, and returnin^g to their allegiance } which bis lordfliip 
agreed to do, on their invefting him with the military command of the 
town, and re-inflating the civil magiftrates. The following ofiictra 
who were alfo prifonet^s at Wexford, were fent by his lordfliip with the 
faid terms to the different oflicers commanding brigades in the vicinity, 
of Vinegar-hill :— «captain M'Manus, of the Antrim regiment was to 
proceed to g^n. Needham, fuppofed to be at Oulart i captain Burke of 
the North Cork regiment was to repair to gen. Moore, and captain 
O'Hara, of the fame regiment, to general Lake. From the blood* 
thirfly difpofition of the rebels towards all loyal ftibje6ts, it was wdl 
known tKat thefe gentlemen could not alone have proceeded with anjT 
degree of fafety, on their Yefpe£live mifBons— ^particularly as number- 
lefs rebels, flying from Vinegar-hill, were fcattered over the country* 
fome of the rebel chiefs therefore, or perfons well known to have great 
influence over the rebels, were appointed to attend and protect thofe gen- 
tlemen. Captain O'Hea was efcorted by one Clooney, an aftive rebel 
leader, and he would probably have fallen a facriflce, as he met general 
Edward Fitz. Gerald, of Newoark, firft coufin of mr. Edward Hay, 
retreating at the head of his column. Captain Burke was efcorted by 
one Carthy, a rebel reader. Mr. Edward Hay was unanimoufly chofen 
to protect captain M*Manus. I prefume that the was nut fele^ied for that 
office on account pf bis hyaitjh^^nd I appeal to the captain* whether he 
^ould have thought himfelf (kfe under his aufpicet if he had believed 
that his principles were congenial with his own. I appeal to the earl 
of KingitoB^ and to theft three officerti who are loyil and hoooorabie 

meo^ 
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ineny vbcther my ftatement of thit tranfaflioii be true ? In no other in- 
ftance but the foregoing have I mentioned mr. Hay bow then can he 
fay that I have flandered him ? 

I acier.owledee that be often called on me laft May and June, and told 
me that he would prove to me th^t what I had faid of him in my hiftory 
was onfounded-^on which I aflured him thit if he did Co, I would retra^ 
the whole of it. I aiked him why he did not apply to me fuoner, as I 
had appealed to> and folicited the public, in everv edition of my work* 
to communicate to me any errors which they fiiou'd difcover, that I 
might have an opportunity of con eating them ? mr. Hay never produc. 
cd a particle of evidence to prove that what I faid of him was unfounded. 
He exhibited fome papers to fliew that he had exeroifed fome a£l> of hu- 
manity towards the pKcrfecuted Pioteftants in the town of Wexford, du- 
ring the rebellion— but fuch fa6ls, if true, evince^ slfo, that he muft 
have had confidcrable influence over the rebels. I i^id» and I now fay 
again, that I will mention in a future edition, any infUnces of hii ho. 
manity which appeared to me to be fatisfa£^orily prbved. * But I folemn- 
ly declare,^ that I did not admit that he had reftti^%hat I had faid of. 
him, that it was unfounded, or that on that groti^li.Aivould retni6l it. 
Mr. Hay folicited me to anfwer a letter which he'^^Kd he would write 
ine. I faid that I had no objection to do fo— hut that I would not put 
pen to paper without mature deliberation, and the advice of a loyal and 
" refpe6lable friend. I faid alfo, that I muft firft fee the letter^ to form 
a judgment whether 1 could give it any, and what anfwer. At laft he 
prefented the letter, and faid that bis friends were in anxious expeflatU 
on of an anfwer. At another interview, he f.iid that they were quite 
impatient for it— and in the excefs of candoar and frankneft, which he 
aflPeQed whenever he called on me, he mentioned fome of their names, 
and faid that they had a printer ready to print 5000 copies of my letter 
and his anfwer. From thefe circumftancet, and the cbara^iercfhisfrUndit 
I perceived that he was conne^ed with a fet of men who would do me 
every injury in their power— and that by invalidating the authenticity of 
my work, which was evidently his only delign, he would have got great 
applaufe from his party ; and now he is grievoufly vexed at being difap- 
p<>inted. Had I given him any thing under my hand;^it would have 
furniftied the difaffe6!ed with a pretext of publifliing as many falfe and 
fcandalous libels and lampoons againft me, as they did on the alFair which 
took place between mr. Jones and mej in fome of which, publiftied in 
the month of June, in the Courier, the Star, and in other Englifli 
prints, and in hand- bills alfo, it was fallely inlinuated, that the atone- 
ment which 1 made that gentleman, (and which I now candidly acknow- 
ledge), for fome hailh expreflions contained in my work, was the refult 
of a hoftile mefl^ge, and that I ^had the folly and weaknefs to give my 
confent (which never was aiked), that a libel, the moft flagrant and ca* 
lumnious that ever appeared in print, fliould be publiftied in the Englifti^ 
Scotch, and French newfpapers. In future, I am reft>lved not to take 
notice of any vague abufe or general inveftive which may be publiftied 
againft my hiftory, in which mr. Hay, deals fo.copioufly— 4>ut fliould any 
perfon have the goodnefs to point out any one error in that work, I will 
tbaukfuily acknowledge and correal it. 

RICHARD MUSGRAVE. 

It IS eafier to refute, than to perfuade a*man who writee at a partizani 
and whofe folt objeft it la the (ale of iiit book, and the advaocement 
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o( bU chara^r with tbofe of hit own temper aod princtpWt. t07« 
ALTY wiili rbtfo peribiis is fometbiji^ rery commodious. Under thk 
prote^ion they wrap themiel?et when they are called q« to be jaft, and 
to this afylufii they fly whea detected in thetr (landers and e%»rmitiet 
•f^ni an oppreflsd and vilified community, iTbe intelligent public 
will not be impoTed upon by this delufion ; nor will the Britifti cabinat 
nod pariiament of the prefent di|y* or pofterity hereafter be left with- 
cnit evidence fufiicjent to coiintera6t the miirepreientations» Co ma* 
fliifeilly confpicuous ha the History op the Xruu Rbbcllions. 
For the preient* my talk if oon£ued to what Qr Richard Mufgrave hif 
perfonally objeHed againft me. As a iample of bi| recolle^ion and 
powers of difcrimin9tiony I quote the expreflion on which he empbm- 
tScally refts my convi6iion. « Itf 9^ ctigr Uftamcf tAam tiefsrfg^itg 
•• have I mdntkned mr.. /%• k»w tkerefin cum be foy I kavefian^knd 

Jf this were true, I certainly^ could not qpbraidfir Richard MuTgrav^ 
with. the degree of dander he has been guilty of. I imputed flasder to 
bim, becaule he aflerted in hishiftory, that <* Edward Hay was adiveljr 
concerned rn the rebellion j^* and in a note t6 the propofal of the inha* 
bitants of Wexford, vfhen I brought difpatchet froii| lord Kingftioroiigl^ 
to general Lake, viz. ** Cspfain M*Maous of the Antrim militia was ^ 
prifoner* £. IJay was a rebel leader that went to prote6l him.** I ioa- 
ptufj flander the more forcibly to fir Richtrd Mafgrave, because aftef 
r/Terirtg this injury to my chara£ler, I convinced him by his own admif^ 
fion of hia error. He afterward avoided with tnean fubtcrfuges, to 
make me the reparation which a man of fcnfe, or a man of honor, wou}4 
hnvc fought the occafion to offer, of publicly cetra6)ing ao uajuft 
a£ertion« 

1 was confined thirteen months, during which period my eoenm 
inade«very poiTible refearch for evidence againft me I my trial wascoi»* 
ft^iotly prctTed by myfelf, hot delayed by my perfecutors, I was tried 
where no favor was ihewo, to any perfon guilty of the original fin t£ 
beinga catliollc. Under all thole circumftaoces I was moft honourably! 
aojuitted, not under the protection of the amnefty bill, as has beeq 
afl'crrted, but on a full an^ patient inveftigation of evidence* ranfacked 
from al) quarters, and produced againll me. Let me add, that th^ 
learned judge who tried me, and the refpe£lable bar who were witneflba 
of tbetran^^on, teftified in the ftrongeft manner their approbation of 
sny acquittal j and a fenfe that I had fuflEered the moft virulent perfeco- 
tiun and iiyuftice I What fir R if bard Mufgrave ajferted in bis tuftory, 
he ventures in his ad/vertifeimtU §nfy ambi^toujlj U itufit^uoU^ and (hgjt' 
feaU his own coiiviflion. 

His principal charge againft me is, that \ had relatives who took a 
part in the iufiurre^ion. To n^ntion that my relative wa| a rebel ge- 
neral, in order to attach blame by confanfuinity, is indeed a ftroke of 
ridiculous malioe. It is a no^rious truth, that in all caies of civil 
commotion, not only relatives even brothers, but often fathers and 
their ions are fo divided, as to pafs to the extrcfne of antmofity. 
What family of note in England, Ireland and Scotlaad, whofe anceftoro 
are known, might not thus be arraigned by fir Richard Muigrave. Mr* 
FftSAGeraid aa my rclation-«I defy the utmoft malice, abftraCled from 
this unfortunate affair, to caft a (hade on his upright charaAer. Had fir 
Richard any pretenfions to accuracy in his character of an hiftorian, bo 
ibouid have vacdrded the bonevolenoe andhooianity of ■r*Fatt-<7eraId, 
bomycr Ik mi§at hare iccn£urcd.ht$ political t^nduft. Vet ^ mj %A 

coitfia*^ 
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coufin^ after a review of bis cendu A by the MAnqutt er€oitliWALLis» 
was fotjnd defervim; of prcoliar indulgence ; and did obtain official pr»- 
mi(H. It It to be hoped, the malevolence ti\d falfe reprefentatiout of fir 
tlfchard Mufgrave, may not oreyent them from being fMlfitled !— No*r 
that f am on the theme of relationfliip, 1 beg leave to refer fir Richard 
Mbfgrave to hit brother-in-law, the earl oi MovNTNOtntis^ at aa 
iuthority he hUt paid great attention to, throwgbour hit hiAory, and of 
courfe he cannot now r«-jeA hib teftimony. This nobleman I bad goo4 
^afon to imagine, had made ufe of ejcprefliont, which at a gentlomaa I 
confidered myfelf bound in honor to call on him to account for*-whmt» 
^ver were my feelings, I confidered it prudent to reprefc them untA 
rlie reftoratton of the Habeas corpus a^. — When I found' Lor* 
MouNTNORRift was in Dublin, 1 commiifioiied mr. Dcvcrc«x to wait 
OTi him-^rhe rcfiilt was, hit lordfhip declaied tbat«< Ai nevir made ifi 
^ thi fxfreffim I had deemed ojfenfi^e ^ and thett he mtnter kmefw 9t eoee^ 
ctpved aijf thing agmnft mf loyalty or conduct, but m^ enumbra* 
TK>N PLAN !*'— I beg leave to ftate, that LORD MoUNTNORRit wa« 
remarkably a^live'in fupprefling the rebellion— pofTcAed a greater kndoi. 
iN-uperty than any other perfon in the county of Wexford, it agovcrncr 
of that cotjnty, and a privy .counsellor of Ireland \ all of which it#a^ 
tiflns aiForded him ample opportunitiet of being made acOuaioted witll 
every fpecies of accufation againft me.— Willing ihereibre that m^ 
tondud may appear in a true light, I refer to the envmeratioii plan \m 
ftiy appendix, with the motives, fan^lion, approbation and cncowrage* 
inent, that dilated its original publication. 

Sir Richard Mufgrave appeals to lor^ Kingfton, captains M^ManaSv 
0*Hea and Bourke, but it is as difficult to tell for what ? if it be to 
afccrtain I was rehited to mr, Fitz-Gerald, the fa^ is not denied-^f sft 
br that I took a command in the rebellion, I join in the apnea!, but with 
Somewhat more eertaintv of fuccefs. I hate in my pofltfiioA, 9M fir 
Richard Mufgrave virell knows, letters from all thelSe officers, not only 
exeulpatine me from the charges brought againft me, but ^prefcatini; 
my conduS as meritorioos; Sir Richard Mufj^ave raad ^me of tbcM 
letters, And it is being fomewhat tenacious of his flander to AippreftW 
retraft th^ convi6^fon thefii documents made on him. Bid 1 coafidcr 
any appeal nccefTary afrer my honorable acquittal, I might call on xht 
learned judge, and the refpeAabte bar that witneflTed it, to feftify hi what 
light my condu6l during the unfortunate troubles appeared Co thenu 
Sir Richard Mufgrave dwells with confideiable emphafis, on the cir- 
cumftance of my being feiu out with captain M*Manus to the armyi 
and thus emphaticaliy aft's, weit 1 fdeaed fir mj loyalty f for xhm 
Motive of that fele^lion, I can refer to the teftimony ot doQor Jacob, 
produced againft me on my trial. The choice was noade by lord Kingf- 
Dornimh and the officers, previous to its approval by the inhabitants of 
Wexrord. 1 prefume they were influenced in their choice, by the con- 
l^deration, that whiift my ac<juaintaDce with the inhabitants of the 
country, and ajentimenc of rclpe^ for my connexions, might give me 
iufiicient influence, to pafs freely through the armed populace i my con- 
duAon the o'her hand, was fo far unobjc£^ionahle, that I need not he- 
0tate to appear before his majefty*s generals — arc we to fupp<'fe that \or4. 
Kingft>orough would have made choice of a diHoy;*! iiian, to carry this 
■Oiealwrc into efFe6^ ? 

My family had tor ages maintained a refpeftablc fituation in the county 
of Wexford. I was perfonally not diOiked by the people, neither I 
itor any one connefted with me> bad joiued in the ftventics which rer. 
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dered mtay pcdoM of property unpopular. Thefe circumftaoces will 
aocoont for the felcAioo made of me, to accompany a military officer 
through the country* at a time when itt diftrafled iituation rendered it 
certainly unfafe for any perfon* who was not foroewhat known to the 
vmcd bodies we were likely to fall in with. This is not the only in* 
ftance in which fir Richard Mufgraye^t party have converted the power 
or exertions to do good, into even very ferious accufation. Tliere hare 
been inftaocet of men hanged in the county of Wexford, after the re- 
cftabliihment of regular authority, merely becaufe they were able, dur* 
ing the confufion, to reftrain the populace on particular occafionsl— 
Are not they martyrs to humanity ?— 'The plan for the falvation of the 
town of Wexford, was my original propoul, ^rfi approved of by lord 
KingiborougHand hisofficers» before it was fubmittcd to the confideration 
of the iahabitants of Wexfoid, who all agreed as an exprefs provifo of 
accommodation*, tJtai murderers might not he Jparidt war thoft who had 
imf^eded others to eomsmt murder. This I believe, is fufficient to brand 
fir Richard Mufgrave with the moft unqualified and unfounded calumny 
againft the inhabiuots of Wexford. I avow that I took a leading part 
Uk the origin, and was as active ai I was capable of -being, in the 
progrefs of ^he plan that is deemed to have faved the town of Westford 
msd ail its inhabttants from deflruBum. I thank God I was fo providcn- 
tiallv inftnimental in effefliog this defirable object, notwithftandiog that 
the ulvation of Wexford does not feem to meet the approbation of ^ 
Richard Mufgrave ; although by his own avowal, the town contained 
many loyal perfons that mufl have been involved in its defiruSioo. 
Indeed ht Richard feems to poflefs the plaftic power of giving (o truth 
itfelf, the hateful features of falfehood. Of this complexion is the io-> 
fiouation of disloyalty againft every perfon having influence on the 
infurgen\s topradife humanity, or who could afford protedion to thofe 
in danger. This is charging benevolence and philanthropy as treafon* 
able ! Such logic is not capable of impofing on very ignorance, or to 
be even fwallowed down eafily by prejudice and bigotry, for which it it 
expreflcd. Why might not refpe^table men of benevolence and conci« 
liatory conduA, be as little liable to blame in the prefeatas well aa in 
former times ? Virgil was certainly a better judge of human nature* 
than fir Richard Mufgrave i he lived in a time of great public com* 
motion, and he has adorned his immortal poem with the following fimi* 
litude, comparing the diforder and havock of a tempeft, and the devaf* 
tations occafioned by a violent hurricane, to the fury and defohtion of 
an incenfed mob j and the calm that often fucceeds has been exemplified 
in feveral iniUoces during the infurreflion in the county of Wexford. 

Ac veluti magno in populo cum fsepe coorta eft 
Seditio, fevitque animis ignobile vulgut, 
Jamq } faces et faxa volant, furor arma miniftrat s 
Turn, pietate gravem ac meritis fi forte virom quem 
Confpexere, filenr, arrectifq ; auribus aftsnt : 
I He regit di^is animos, et pedore mulcer. 

^neidos Lib. I. 
^ A particular appeal is made to mr. Boyd, late reprefentative in par- 
Irament for the town of Wexford, ** vihcther the arrcft of mr, Fitx- 
Gcrald, and the other circumftances related arc true"— as far as they 
go in the . foregoing advert ifemeat, \ cannot deny it \ hut it is to be 
gbferved, that this is a mutiJarion, of xht original mutilated and falft 
account, in the uisTOB.r op The rebellions. If that account was 
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^mc 4» the eiieni it b maniftftly fugf^Qed, mr. Bo^rd muft have boen 
^erj dcficicfit in hit dotf , whrn be did n#t arreft ftfr ; and his botfletl 
and vvcli-known lAi? iry is thofe timet, muft he looked on in quite a dif- 
ferent light, to what it hnt been rcprefented 1 A triie account of 
thearrelt of mr. Fiti-Gcrald I have already given, and which I believe 
fnr. Boyd canaet cofitr3di6l 1— nor do i bdieve him at prefent inclined to 
iupport iir Richard Mufgrave, by attempting to bear him out of the 
i^uixoticjllbyrinth of falfehood, in which the poor knight hat bees 
f^oft unhappily involved. It feema to be iitfifvuated that mr. Boyd if 
iir Richard Muf^ave^a authority { Let that be at it may, 1 hit^ no 
beiitation in declaring, that the information was dilated by the mail 
itai^faced, (hameleft, and cowardlv pervei-fion of truth 1— Perhaps I 
Biay have mi/laRen the oK)eft of tait information, which might have 
originated atoHier authoritiet in ihe knight^t iucuhrationi« from a turn 
•f ridicule and wit $ if fo I mui^.claft it along with tbe foUowifig ad-» 
venture. During the period that in* Richard Mofgravewas fallying forth 
in que4 of documenis, for the compilation of hit copiout produAton« 
be wat tn tbe habit of relating (kmples of hit information, by the wzy 
of attrsAing further materiiSt. A gentleman of chara6br heard fir 
Richard Muigrave relate fuck extravagant tales, that be cook oot 
««firain from difplaying hit wit fad humor, by the ejctempore compofi« 
tion of equivalent ftoriet. So charmed was the knight* that hcre« 
oucfled and obtained penpifliooto iofcribetbtm o»ht« tablets, dilated 
mm the gentleman's own lips* It was Kttle imagined at the time, thK 
twelve of hU (lorie% woak) ever have crept into the HisToay of ths 
][RISH aEBELtyONS J and the gentleman has declared, he can point out 
the identical doten, although thty are now difperfed through that ela- 
borate prodtidion. Thf invoatcr has related this advcntoreib often in 
inany refpe^abk companies, that it has affbtded /everal opportunities ojF 
tracing this information to its iburc»i'«KMher geatJemen have informed 
ine, that the knight has been fo indefatigable in queil of information* 
;fend hH been in the habit of going fo early to work, that he has rovied 
Riaoy of a morniag fi^om their flumbtrs. Some furprifed on thefe oc- 
caf»ons fay, that a recolloAion of their dreams, had boen io far npper- 
moft in tbieir imagination^ that it hat been interlarde<J witli their ^nfor^ 
ipatfon. I have not beea able to learn, t^at fir Richard Mufgrav^, 
has been in the hihit of re^jucfting ietelligenoe from catbolics* at be fet 
oat with a profcifed opinion, that fuch information wonki not aolWer 
hia purpofe, and would flow from a contaminated fonrce. His foUtr 

fiar evidently is, to point out the rchei&sn as the efpeft of a eatkoHc. 

Jflirifi^^<y i This obje^ he ^s pnrAied with great avidity, and in the. 

'fturfe ot' his indefatigable refearches, he has receded all documenta 
Ibat could dtviau from his intended objed. If perchance a gentleman 
i|i the courfe of his information, mentioaed any thing favourable tm 
catholics, he has been rebuked iy tbe knight* who had been induced* 
to apply to him* to get proofs not for, but ag^inft eatbolicf ; and 
that as a true proteftant, he could sot refafe his idfitanca in makiugout 
the rebellion a catholic confpiracy. iiad I not undoubted authority 
for thie declaration of fir Richard Mufgrave, his hiftory would aflpor^ 
many evident proofs of Bis intention. Bir Richard Mufgrave feems to 
feel very l^re at rhe refutation of Wit fiandirs and caiumnUst which be 
calls liheU\ wl)ile he feels no (brt of componflion at abufingand rcviU 
ing a whole commxinity, fome individually, all indifcriminately, with aa 
alliberality becoming the moH rancorous and barbarous ages of perfecn- 
uon^ denominating all not of his own kntittCBt^ or Who oppofe hia 
4i - A extravagant 
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ettnragit^ and prepoft^rous ftatcmcnt, Jacobins. THW dno^ioa^ 
tion he b«ftow8 upJh the works of men of known and unimpeachable 
l^yaJty. Sir Richard Mtifgrave boaftt that « in threfe editions of hi* 
work, 3,850 copic* hare b*cn circuhrted in England, Ireland and Scot- 
land P' I much wonder that a Taftly greater number has not been dif- 
pofed of in Ireland aion^. Mcthink« it unkind of aU hi«adhercntt able 
to pufchafc the book, do not call for a miKh larger edition, wbkh he i& 
ib oferwecningly an«o\ii to fend abroad to feed their prejwiicct. Cu^ 
riofity wi4l induce the reading of any publication, but ef this, curidfity^ 
it foon fatiated, and the contenlpt aAd deteftation in which it is held i*. 
•* uDiverfal indeed, very applicable to the roman adage, fpriifer memtiri 
••* et ^verbis rvincere caufim,''^ Since fir Richard Mufgrave has had fo 
Htilc regard for hirofclt as to aiFord a ftrong proof of the lie bift 
printed produaiont give each other. (For which purpofii»I have annexed 
the quotations with reference to the originaU 5) it is notvery difficult to 
conceive, that His memory may be equally, if not more treacherous 
with refpeA to his exprcflions. I have not been conviacd at^a liart 
'J'hough in contradiftion, I do repeat tiod dechre on my honor, «• That 
SIR Richard MusGRAVE didim the most uMqy&LiFiBD manner.* 

PROMISE TO RETRACT WHAT HE HAD SAID OF ME, BOTH BY LET- 
TER ANB IN HtS HISTORY, WITH THE INSERTION OF THE DOCV-r 
MBNTS HE REQUESTED AND RECEIVED FOR THAT BXPRISS FlrtFOSC y 
AND MOREOVER HB WANTED TO WRITE ME A LETTER EXPRBSSIVB^ 
cm THESE INTENTIONS AT MY FIRST MJTERVIEW ON TH» a8th OT 
MAY, 180*, WHICH I PID DECLINE ACCfiPTIK© ^F UNTIL H» GOT 
ONE FROM ME. 

Had 1 not a ftronger foundation for the eftablilbment of my rtpu-- 
tation, than the deftruftion of that of fir Richard Mufgrave, pttifat 
indeed, would be my intr©dii6iion to the ptiblic. The fituattonof the 
poor knight*s mind can alone account for his unjuftifiahle condu^ 
in Aytng in the face of law by traducing my loyalty in defiance of roy 
HONORABLE ACQUITTAL. Were his accufations true in the extent i^ 
his infinuations, the laws of my country would condemn me to the loTs of 
my head. Such a defperate attack a^inft my life would be ferioas in-> 
deed, was it nbc known the quarter irproceeds from. It caonot ptoflibly be 
reckoned unfair in me to Aibmit the considerations to the public that havr 
induced me 10 turn it tntothe contempt artd ridicule itdt^ferves. In do- 
ing fo I do not mean to make any attack either directly or indireaiy againd' 
the knight's life or head 5; however, Imay defcribe the (i»uation be him- 
felf imagined it was in; So long ago as the year r79*, ow knight was 
fo Itrangely .ifl>r^cd by fbrange fancies, that he war induced to brinfpk 
aa a6)tonof damages for crim. con. againft a gentleman. The trui« 
came on at Wexford aiiizes, and the refult was a failure on the part of 
the knight by a decifion of a jury, which might furnifh more than 
*n equivalent fubje^V, than Mkltire hadforihe compofitlon of his comedy 
of It Cqcu Imaghiairif, in which our hero might exclaim with SganareUe, 
A/i pawvri Sgamtrtlle a queUe deJHtiid * 
^a riputoHoH eji sUf condamnri. 

Cocu IlMtginatftt Scene JX. 

Since this period a reconciliation between all parties has taken place, 
which has confirmed the %grJia tf the JVexfor^ jury to the full con vj ft ion 
of the world ; but the knight has been io uncertain in his te|»per that 
he has fallen out and been reconciled feveral times fince. 

He has from time to time been io peqptexed in his mind, that his 
fiiends have endeavoyred to fcek out fumcicntemployqicnt for hit Biia^ 

4 1^ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



AIJTHENTIC DETAIL- I^ 

in «r4^ to diflipate all the minor confiderationt. Nothing has been 
known to fix bis attention fo niuclw as the History op the lK.i6tf 
Rebellions. It is, however, very perceivable, that his temper ma« 
nifcfts itftlf in peculiar fplcen aa|in^ th^coimty of Wexford. I mu(i 
fet down as my misfortune, in his idea, that 1 chanco«co be a native of 
that county, with the addition of being at catholic, as infurmountable 
ehje^oAS, ihat I camnot puHlbly get over, to obtain favour in the 
knight*s eyes. I mult however, endeavour to bear my misfortune with 
chriftian patience. Methinks I fee our hero perufing this retort, in his 
iludy, (very triiiingr indeed in comparifon to his unwarrantable attack, 
on me) where he is afling to the life and repeating the foliloquy of 
Sganarelle in the Cocu Imaginaxre, fcencs XVII. & XXI. However, the 
adventures of our knight might furniflr a good fubje6l for a cotnedy, and 
that a tragi 'Corneal one too, yet 1 hope it neveV may amount lotragidy^ 
particukuiy if be or his partifans fltould t>e inclined to make me the 
vi^lim. Any other death would be preferable to falling by the hands 
of anaflalfin, which fume oi fir Richard Mufgravc's fatellites have in- 
timated to me would be the cafe, ihould I proceed in the publication of 
sny ftatement. Thefe threatening letters are preferved for the tnfpeflion 
of the curious. Very ierious have been the apprebenlions of fome of 
my friends on perufing thoie tbreats againft my life, evidently occa- 
fioned by the denunciation of fir Richard Mufgrave againft mr. I beg 
leave to fugged to theie adventurers in knight-errantry, however they 
may be guided by their polar ftar, that chivalry has received fuch a 
check in this country, that murder an4 affaifination are no longer confi- 
dcred meritorious or necelTary.— Thefe champions as true fqoiret of 
ibeir much-admired knight bad better coniider whether it will Icaefit 
their caufe, (hould they put their threats into execution againft me. J4y 
work is finiihed, and this wouKl be oitly transferring the ^le of the pub- 
lication to my executors. I eanieftly entreat any friend or well-wiiber 
ef mine may not be induced to look upon thefe produ^ions in any other 
light than contempt or laughter, and to confider thefe imaginary heroes 
as the famt glimmerings of a party nearly extinguiOicd, to contempti- 
ble as to be afliamed to avow their principles openly, and of courfe are 
sUftinguilhed by their daftardly and cowardly condu^. 

Sir Richard Mufgrave has been lavi(h of affidavits to fupport his 
party, but if he had any pretence to impartiality there are other affi- 
davits, to which he might have given a place in his htftory, and which 
might have tended rather more than many of his documeots, to throw 
light on the origin of onr commotions. The court offing's- bench 
about two years ago was occupied by an application made for an informa- 
tion againit mcflrs. Going and White, two magitirates of the county 
of Tipprrary for obftru6ting a criminal profecution ^ thefe ge;ulemen 
fwore in their defence, and the affidavits are on record, amongH many 
other charges of a very atro^ous nature, that a certain yeomanry corps, 
calling themfelves loyal, ana very much of the (lamp of iir Richard*s 
partizans, harraifed the country with groundlefs profyutions, and a^u- 
ally after having by night buried pikes in t he gronnd, pretended on 
the enfuing day to have information of concealed arms, dug them out 
with great folemnity, lodged in gaol and puniffied very feverely the un- 
fortunate pcrfons in the neighbourhood of whole houks the prttci^ded 
difcovery was- made. In the trials in which (ir Thomas Fit^-Getald was 
dt;fendant at Clonmcl aflizes, it was fw«rn publicly by feveral gentlemen 
#t fortune and charafteri and proicitants toO| if luat aJd^.iu their 
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credit, that the conda^ of certain magillrite^ had • dire^ tendency to 
provoke rebellion t and one genfteNian depofed, that hit feelinst were 
fo uutrt^ed t»y 'he arrociotif aits of power he wiineflcd, that mit for 
the iireferrariun of his elUte, tnd a dpned fenfe of the duty of b'rt al- 
)<gunce, he could not refrai^ from taking the ield as a rel>e!, Thefc 
iniblic, folemn and recorded drieriptions, would have been of more u(h 
in expodfig the real (late of the country, and the real caufet (»f it'g 
commotions, than th^e rom^incea fron> real life in Ireland, which Hr 
Richard MufgraTe thecompHer frr veracity with BAgON MUNCHAUtEff 
fias denominated the hift^ory of the Irifti rebellions. 
1 beg the barom*s p^rdoo fior the comparifon : hit liet werf innocent. 



DoAor Ferrtac of Manohefter, in his eflay on the varietiet of iiKin, 
page 11 «, (|«otet firom Biilwer, A(tif. Chan^. page 410^ thf following 
fnioge t wcil woriby the imtaiion of am Hijlorian. 

** I am informed by an Honeft foungnum, of captain Morris's com« 
'^ pany, in lienre«9>fit general IretonU reghnent, that at X^aihcl in tfaa 
** county of Tipperary, in the province of Muiifter, in Carrick- 
** Patrick chvrcb, (Mf«d«« a hiU or rock, (formed by the lord Inchiqtiia, 
** and where there wane near feven hiindred put to the fvroid, aod nono 
** faved btttibe majoi*s wife and his (on ; that (here were found among 
** the ^ain of the IriOi, wk«n they were ftripped, divert that had taila 
^* near a quarter of a yard kiiig. X^ relator, bcir^ very diJUeni ^ 
«« tie truth of tht ftory^ after •nquiry, war aflfured of the certainty 
•* thereof, by forty jo(dierSt that tcftificd upon their oatJki they vretm 
*' ^ifm-'w'unefft*, beinff' pielent at the a^iofi/'*«>*-3uch it the relitnct 
to^e placed on hiRory, although fortified ^r af^davitt) ' 
• Sir RichardJ4urgrave has many afliilavitt» that I am confident can 
via with thit as to iferacity ; however hit favaget (cem not fully accoutred^ 
at th^ are ttt want af tails, which if they aie drt'cendantt of thofs 
above mentioned long-tailed race, be hat an adnnrabie precedent to go 
by. I: is a pity woodt ar^ not in greater plenty jn Iteland, aa fauiis 
and fiwyrs might then be entitled to a defcription in rhe hii^ory of th4 
IriAi rebellions. Cboftt have fallen into difrepute, iince the fcience of 
VHMtTASMAGROPHIA hat bccn Cultivated, or fir Richard might bavtf 

gcifed fome into hit fervtce. The ghoftt of proteftantt on the river 
inn, aa related in the hiftory of the baronet^ predeceflfor. andmodei 
8xR JOHM T|MPL& is fully at well authenticated, atmanyfadt alleged 
by THE AufBoR OP THE iRltH REkiLLiOHl on funiiar auihoriiy* "^ 



The public mind h^ been mifled by an advertifement* 6gne(^ 
" J^'tchurd Mufgravet^ taking it for granted // aflerted trvth : 
particularly as it has hitherto met witj) no reply. The coniideration of 
a promife to the public co«Id alone Induce lAr. Hay to notice fir Richard 
Mufgrave ; in obfdience to that call the foregoing authentic detail it 
giveHf It is, hoiiever, to be obferved totally unconnefled with the 
hiftory, which hat not been degraded by the notice of fuch a fubje^. 

Sir Richard Mufgrave may hitherto have been mifled and impofe^ 
upon hyffdft inform^tign and baffjiwrks and ihould be after thit noticf 
attempt to traduce me, I (hall aot confider myfelf bound, to make the 
fame allowance lur hit fituation,^ kis U^ormtrs had better bol^ln tbeif 
recolle^iont that 1 have been tned and honourably acqidUedt fo that ^ 
confider^yfelf on a footing with any other fohjci^i and booe I (^uUtbf 
Able CO purfue ibat courfc tp 
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